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COLUMNISTMany of us start our 
post high school, col-
lege, or military lives 
by renting an apart-
ment, condominium, or 
house. The home own-
ership rate in the Unit-
ed States has declined 
somewhat recently 
compared to other 
countries in the devel-
oped world. However, 
it's still a big dream for many Americans to 
eventually stop renting and buy a house as 
soon as possible.

“Despite home buying being a long and 
often exhausting process, and homeowner-
ship being a time-consuming and frankly 
expensive venture, 75 percent of Americans 
say it’s a priority,” according to NerdWal-
let’s 2018 Home Buyer Report. NerdWal-
let expert Tim Manni says, “If recessions, 
high prices, and stress can’t kill the Ameri-
can dream, I’m not sure anything will. The 
American desire to own a home is incredi-
bly resilient.”

There are many reasons why owning a 
home is a great idea, and, of course, reasons 
why it may not be so great. (Just look at to-
day’s interest rates.) We won't get into both 
sides of the fence in this series, but we will 
talk about a few facets of home ownership 
and how to relieve the mental labor with each.

Managing your finances is not just tied 
to home ownership. For example, when my 
sons were still in high school, they worked 
part-time jobs. We taught them how to cre-
ate and monitor a monthly budget and how 
their checking and savings accounts work. 
Both Jonathon and Jacob saved up to buy 
their first cars. They paid for oil changes, 
car insurance, and fuel. And they took care 
of their own entertainment and some of 
their clothing expenses. Even today, things 
aren't too complicated for them.

I know all of that will change later when 
they become completely independent young 
adults renting their first place. Their future 
will include, at a minimum, rent, phone, and 
some utility payments in addition to their 
vehicle expenses. We were able to avoid stu-
dent loans thanks to both boys working part-
time throughout their college career and tak-
ing advantage of scholarship opportunities.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton County Jail and the 

T.O.W.E.R. (Transitioning Opportunities 
for Work, Education, and Reality) Mento-
ring Program will hold the Re-Entry Re-
source and Job Fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Friday, Sept. 22 at the Hamilton County 
Jail, 18102 Cumberland Road, Noblesville.

These soon-to-be-released individuals 
are all eager to be your next great employee. 
There will be several local businesses and 
companies on site conducting interviews.

The Job and Resource Fair will be for 
both men and women who participate in 
the TOWER Re-Entry Programs and will 
transition out of the jail within 90 days. Em-
ployers and resource providers will have the 
opportunity to talk one-on-one with poten-
tial employment candidates.

To secure a table at the Job Fair, fill out 
the RSVP form at this link. The deadline to 
secure a table is Friday, Sept. 8.

If you have any questions about the 
event or if you would like to send a repre-
sentative from your company to participate, 
please contact Kelly Gunn at kegunn32@
gmail.com or call (239) 989-2732.

Find your next
great employee at
TOWER job fair

Graphic provided
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WHS Robbie’s Hope club 
draws attention of FLOTUS
By AMY ADAMS
news@readthereporter.com

As part of a series of back-
to-school visits, First Lady of 
the United States Dr. Jill Biden 
and Surgeon General Dr. Vivek 
Murthy visited Westfield High 
School on Wednesday to discuss 
the importance of prioritizing 
students’ mental health.

A few years ago, WHS stu-
dent Zoe Milewski found out 
through social media about an or-
ganization called Robbie’s Hope 
which was founded by Kari and 
Jason Eckert in 2018 following 
the death of their 15-year-old 
son to suicide. The word HOPE 
stands for “Hold On Pain Ends.” 

As there was no mental 
health club at WHS at that 
time, Eckert took the idea to 
her friends, Analiece Emigh and 
Nora Flickinger. 

What began as three soph-
omores meeting together has 
grown into a club that, in its first 
meeting of this school year, wel-
comed 100 students.

Though the now internation-
al organization is headquartered 
in the Eckert’s home state of 
Colorado, Kari has previously 
spent time in Westfield, speaking 
at the Robbie’s Hope Gala. She 
came to Westfield on Wednesday 
to meet privately with Biden, 
Murthy, and about 20 members 

of the WHS Robbie’s Hope Club 
who welcomed the guests wear-
ing lavender T-shirts that read 
“It’s OK to not be OK.” 

Now seniors, Emigh, who 
is the club’s current president, 
Milewski, Flickinger, and Elyse 
Menzel gave a brief overview 
of how students involved in 

Robbie’s Hope at WHS are 
working to fulfill the mission of 
removing the stigma surround-
ing teens talking about mental 
health challenges.

“I think all of us here today 
have struggled personally or 
know someone who has strug-
gled personally,” said Emigh.

Regular club meetings focus 
on building peer-to-peer rela-
tionships. In addition, the WHS 
chapter holds an annual Save A 
Life Walk in the fall and a gala 
in the spring. In 2022, the club’s 
first gala raised $14,000. 

Reporter photo by Amy Adams
Students from Robbie’s Hope Club welcomed Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy and 
First Lady Dr. Jill Biden to Westfield High School on Wednesday.

See Hope . . . Page 2

Nickel Plate Express enhances safety 
measures with employee training

Submitted
Nickel Plate Express 

(NPX), a non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to providing 
memorable train excursions 
through Northern Hamilton 
County, has announced the 
successful completion of a 
comprehensive CPR, First 
Aid, and Stop the Bleed 
training program for its ded-
icated staff.

The training, led by Jim 
Ginder of the Hamilton Coun-
ty Health Department, equips 
employees with essential 
life-saving skills to ensure the 
safety and well-being of pas-
sengers on board.

With a commitment to 
providing a safe and enjoy-
able experience for all, NPX 
recognizes the importance of 
being prepared for emergency 
situations. By investing in this 
training program, the orga-
nization aims to empower its 
staff to effectively manage and 
respond to any potential emer-
gencies that may arise during 
train excursions.

The training session cov-
ered a wide range of essential 

skills, including CPR (Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation), 
First Aid, and Stop the Bleed 
techniques. Through hands-
on practice and theoretical 
instruction, employees were 
equipped with the knowledge 
and confidence to handle med-
ical emergencies and provide 
immediate assistance until pro-
fessional help arrives.

“We are extremely grate-
ful to Jim Ginder and the 
Hamilton County Health De-
partment for generously pro-

viding this invaluable training 
opportunity, NPX Executive 
Director Emily Reynolds said. 
“Safety is our top priority, and 
this training ensures that our 
passengers can enjoy their 
journey with peace of mind, 
knowing that our dedicated 
staff is prepared to handle any 
emergency situation.”

NPX currently employs 
nearly 30 part-time staff 
members who are passionate 
about delivering exceptional 
customer service and creat-

ing memorable experiences 
for passengers. Operating pri-
marily on weekends, the or-
ganization offers a wide range 
of entertainment and scenic 
train excursions, showcasing 
the natural beauty and rich 
history of Northern Hamilton 
County.

For more information 
about NPX and its train excur-
sions, please visit NickelPlate- 
Express.com or contact Em-
ily Reynolds at ereynolds@ 
nickelplateexpress.org.

Photo provided by Nickel Plate Express
Jim Ginder of the Hamilton County Health Department explains how to stop 
bleeding to Nickel Plate Express employees.

Help maintain local ecology & plant native trees
The REPORTER

Spring blooms, shade on a 
sunny summer day, crisp fall 
colors – trees are the essence of 
the seasons and their growth is 
the benchmark of passing time.

The Hamilton County Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
recognizes the value of trees in the 
community and lives and is mak-
ing quality native tree and shrub 
stock available via its annual na-
tive tree and shrub fundraiser.  

Forty-eight species of na-
tive trees and shrubs are avail-
able for just $30 per three-gal-
lon containerized specimen. 
Pre-orders are required before 
Wednesday, Sept. 20. Orders 
can be picked up Friday, Sept. 
29 at the Hamilton County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 2003 Pleasant St., 

Noblesville. Details on species 
and growing conditions, as well 
as online ordering, are available 
at hamiltonswcd.org.

This tree sale focuses on 
species native to Indiana. These 
trees are uniquely suited to lo-
cal soil and weather, but most 
importantly, they are uniquely 
suited to support local wildlife 
– especially birds, insects, and 
other pollinators.

Three-gallon trees are a 
great choice as they are easy to 

maneuver and plant, econom-
ical, and will grow quickly. In 
addition to native trees, 15-gal-
lon watering bags are also avail-
able in this year’s sale.

The tree sale is the district’s 
largest annual fundraiser. All 
proceeds go back into conserva-
tion and education in Hamilton 
County.

Photo provided
The classic Shumard oak is native to Hamilton County.
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Creating a system for 
handling finances even be-
fore you own a home will 
help prevent what can be 
a crushing mental load in 
life. Not only does it make 
bill paying easier, but it also 
helps you manage your fi-
nances intelligently so you 
can build wealth.

How I wish I could go 
back in time and tell all of 
this to my “post college 
self!” I had to learn things 
the hard way later in life – 
and I'm still learning. But 
I'm doing better.

Let’s first look at some 
ways you can learn to be 
wise with your money. Trust 
me, if you don't have this 
skill, your overall mental 
load will be twice as bad – 
and I am talking from expe-
rience here! If you already 
have this wisdom and have 
done a great job managing 
and building your wealth, 
feel free to skip to next week. 
If you don't have this knowl-
edge and need some assis-
tance, I know of some fan-
tastic resources to help you.

My favorite expert on 
this topic is Dave Ramsey, an 
American personal finance 
guru, businessman, and au-
thor. Mr. Ramsey has helped 
millions of people turn their 
financial lives around. What 
I like about him is that he 
made mistakes, learned from 
them, and eventually built 
his wealth the smart way. He 
even went through the pain 
of bankruptcy before turning 
his life around. 

Mr. Ramsey offers nu-
merous resources on his 
website, daveramsey.com. 
They range from free down-
loads, apps, guides, calcula-
tors, forms, and books to his 
Financial Peace University 
course offered at hundreds 
of locations across the Unit-
ed States or online.

The books and course 
are quite reasonable.

Amy Shankland is a writ-
er and fundraising profes-
sional living in Noblesville 
with her husband John, two 
sons, two dogs and a cat. 
You can reach her via email 
at amys@greenavenue.info.

Last February, several 
student representatives from 
the club participated in a 
presentation and panel with 
WHS Director of Student 
Support and Counseling 
Services Kyle Miller at the 
Indiana School of Mental 
Health Initiative Educating 
the Whole Child Summit.

New this year, the club 
will work with WHS Dean 
of Wellness, Connections, 
and Growth Jake Gilbert 
to host a series of sessions 
focused on mental health 
for athletic team members. 
They also plan to dedicate 
a week to suicide awareness 
and to establish a scholar-
ship through the Wellbeing 
Coalition of Westfield to 
provide funds for students 
who can’t afford the mental 
health care they need. 

“What this club is do-
ing is really amazing,” Dr. 
Biden said. “Know that 
your courage does not go 
unnoticed, and that’s why 
I’m here.”

Following the private 
meeting, Biden, Murthy, 
and Emigh joined a pan-
el discussion with WHS 
school administrators that 
was open to select students, 
parents, WHS counselors, 
and WWS leadership. 

A 30-year-educator her-
self, Biden asked the school 
to extend the invitation be-
yond students involved in 
Robbie’s Hope so that she 

could speak to and hear 
from approximately 80 stu-
dents. 

“In the stories I am hear-
ing from you today, there is 
so much resilience,” Biden 
said. “In this school, you 
can feel that there is a sense 
that people can share their 
stories and get help.”

She further encouraged 
the students to share, public-
ly or through written notes, 
anything they thought she 
should know or should work 
on. 

Senior John Wickam 
talked about how it needs to 
be normalized for teens to 
reach out to mental health 
professionals and adults 
who can help. 

“It’s not our job to fix 
each other,” Wickham said. 
“I would rather protect your 
life than your secret. That is 
the goal.”

Other students spoke 
openly about social media 
promoting eating disorders, 
the unique struggles of 
queer teens, and how stu-
dents need help learning to 
recognize and communicate 
their feelings. 

“We are here because the 
youth mental health crisis in 
America represents a defin-
ing public health challenge 
of our time,” Murthy said.

In the state of Indiana, 
according to the CDC, sui-
cide is the second leading 
cause of death for teens.

Murthy discussed the 
Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act passed in 2022 
which allocated $1.7 bil-
lion to mental health care, 
including in schools. West-
field has benefited, receiv-
ing $400,000 from grants 
such as Project AWARE 
(Advancing Wellness and 
Resiliency in Education) 
and Stronger Connections.

“What it will take to ad-
dress the mental health situ-
ation in our country is noth-
ing short of a movement,” 
Murthy said. 

Robbie’s Hope provides 
that movement of teens 
across the U.S. who aim to 

cut teen suicide rates in half 
by the year 2028.

“We’re changing lives, 
and we have an impact not 
just in our school but in our 
community, and that means 
a lot to me,” Emigh said.

Her father, Peter Emigh, 
gave credit to school leaders 
and counselors who have 
helped turn “compassion 
into action.”

WHS Assistant Prin-
cipal Kurt Frederick, who 
served as the panel moder-
ator, joined WHS Principal 
Alicia Denniston, Westfield 
Education Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Ashley 
Knott, and others in ex-

pressing their appreciation 
for having the first lady and 
surgeon general take time to 
visit Westfield.

“We tell our students all 
the time, ‘Your voice mat-
ters,’” Frederick said. “And 
this was the perfect opportu-
nity to show them that.”

To find out more about 
Robbie’s Hope and to find 
resources such as the Teens 
and Technology Hand-
book or Robbie’s Hope 
Adult Handbook, visit 
RobbiesHope.com. For 

questions about local op-
portunities for involvement 
and support, email whsrob-
bieshope@gmail.com.

If you or someone you 
know is in crisis, the Nation-
al Suicide Prevention Life-
line at 1-800-273-TALK 
(8255) provides support 
24/7. You can also call or 
text 988.

“There’s one thing I 
want you to remember,” Dr. 
Biden said, her words echo-
ing the Robbie’s Hope man-
tra, “It is OK not to be OK.”

Photo by Rocks Media House
The students of Robbie’s Hope at Westfield High School want you to remember: “It’s OK to not be OK.”
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I am not an 
artist. I don’t have 
the imagination 
to come up with 
the spectacular vi-
sions that painters 
can create. I can’t 
chisel stone or 
carve wood with 
any elegance.

However, I 
love what art can 
do. It can make 
people feel proud, awestruck, or even 
horrified. What I believe is most im-
portant about art is the culture that 
develops around it. One art form that 
does this impressively well is architec-
ture – the beauty of buildings. 

Fewer things make a place more 
recognizable than the structures that 
fill it. If you toured any large city 
across the world, you would certain-
ly find some apparel or merchandise 
that shows the city skyline. You can 
identify a city simply by the shape 
of its skyscrapers. Indianapolis has 
the Salesforce Tower, Detroit has the 
headquarters of General Motors with 
the Renaissance Center, and Chicago 
has the Willis Tower (but it will al-
ways be the Sears Tower to me). These 
inanimate icons form an identity that 
every local identifies with. Almost all 
Indianapolis, Detroit, and Chicago res-
idents have no legal ownership of their 
respective buildings, but I would bet 
almost all of them claim the towers as 
their own: “That’s my town.” 

It can be difficult for towns without 
skyscrapers to find their local identi-
ty. In many instances the only unique 
structures are old town halls and 
churches. Some only remain standing 
due to preservation efforts by histori-
cal societies.

But why is this often the case? Ris-
ing costs of building materials, among 
other logistical concerns, could be the 
reason. Regardless, what has resulted 
is the rise of the rectangle – big box 
apartments, homes, churches, and 
town halls. I don’t believe I am alone 
on this, but I find it difficult to identify 
myself with a cube.

But there is nothing wrong with the 
old town hall and the churches built a 
century ago. Those are some of the 

b u i l d -

ings that keep a town unique by break-
ing the modern mold. I was pleasantly 
surprised to find Carmel’s City Hall 
reminiscent of a 1700s New England 
courthouse, and, despite being a newer 
addition, the Palladium at the Center 
for Performing Arts displays the Neo-
classical style similar to the monu-
ments of the nation’s capital. And while 
the Hamilton County Government and 
Judicial Center is a welcomed and nec-
essary addition to the community, the 
Hamilton County Courthouse Square 
still stands as a functional reminder of 
the styles of the mid-1800s.

While these buildings are no sky-
scrapers, they represent the beauty 
there is to find in Hamilton County. 

Town pride should inspire us to 
make our homes, cities, and county 
a better place. It’s a love for not just 
ourselves or our neighbors, but our 
guests as well. It should drive us to 
want to keep what we have in pristine 
condition and motivate us to build 
even greater beauty in the future. Just 
because Hamilton County is a rectan-
gle doesn’t mean everything inside 
has to be.

The next time a building project 
comes along to erect another box, re-
member your town pride – and build 
beautiful buildings.

Hayden C. T. Parsons is the new-
est associate at Adler Attorneys in No-
blesville.
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Pride doesn’t come in a box

HAYDEN PARSONS
Exploring Hamilton 

with Hayden

COLUMNIST

Reporter photos by Hayden Parsons
Architecturally imaginative buildings – that is, those not shaped like 
boxes – help give smaller cities and towns a sense of shared identity.

Indiana Archaeology Month 
focuses on state’s early industry
The REPORTER

Gov. Eric J. Holcomb 
has declared September 
as Indiana Archaeology 
Month, making it the 28th 
anniversary of a statewide 
celebration of archaeology 
in the Hoosier state.

All month long, Hoo-
sier history buffs can meet 
archaeologists and learn 
about the state’s fascinat-
ing past. Through the past 
years’ celebrations, thou-
sands of Hoosiers have ex-
perienced archaeology in 
new ways.

“Archaeology tells us 
not only about the past, but 
it also helps us figure out 
more about ourselves in 
the present day and what 
we might be like in the 
years to come,” said Dan 

Bortner, DNR director and 
State Historic Preservation 
Officer. “This year’s long 
list of activities provides a 
fun and interesting way for 
Hoosiers to dive into how.”

A variety of events for 
all ages will be offered by 
universities, museums, or-
ganizations, and individu-
als throughout Indiana. The 
Indiana Department of Nat-
ural Resources Division of 
Historic Preservation & Ar-
chaeology (DHPA) coordi-
nates Archaeology Month. 
A schedule of events is at 
on.IN.gov/archaeology-
month.

This year’s commemo-
rative poster focuses on the 
archaeology of early Indi-
ana industry. 

“Archaeologists have 

recorded and investigat-
ed various industrial sites, 
some from the early 1800s, 
in our state,” said Amy 
Johnson, state archaeologist 
of the DHPA. “Information 
regarding these manufac-
turing locations has helped 
us understand the early 
Hoosier efforts regarding 
brick and tile manufactur-
ing, redware pottery pro-
duction, and iron making.”

The poster and an in-
depth discussion of the 
design are also available 
online. Overall, archaeol-
ogists have recorded more 
than 75,000 sites in Indi-
ana since the early 1800s, 
helping shape public under-
standing of the precontact 
and historic people who 
also called this land home.
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The REPORTER
A nationwide cleanup 

drive dedicated to the Birth 
Centennial of Dr. Shri Nan-
asaheb Dharmadhikari was 
undertaken on Aug. 26 by 
residents and volunteers 
of the non-profit organi-
zation Dr. Shri Nanasaheb 
Dharmadhikari Pratishthan 
(DSNDP). The cleanup 
took place near Hamilton 
County Auto Auction along 
State Road 37 between 
mile markers 179 and 180.

These events were or-
ganized by DSNDP in 
collaboration with the In-
diana Department of Trans-
portation (INDOT). The 
Adopt-A-Highway (AAH) 
program is part of a Nation-
wide Cleanup Drive under-
taken by DSNDP across 17 
states and 31 cities in the 
United States.

INDOT’s AAH Pro-
gram is a partnership be-
tween the INDOT and 
DSNDP volunteers, work-
ing together to make Ham-
ilton County better, a mile 
at a time. More than just a 
cleanup campaign, this in-
novative program works to 
educate citizens of all ages 
about the responsibilities of 
land stewardship – the care 
and repair of the environ-
ment. Ultimately, the AAH 
Program is about people 
caring enough to make a 
difference.

The Hamilton County 
Adopt-A-Highway clean-
up drive was scheduled 
and held very close with 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
Delaware, and California 
states and will be followed 
by other states. DSNDP has 
collaborated with 17 states 
and 31 cities for running 
these cleanup drives across 
the United States.

The Adopt-A-Highway/
Park/Beach/Street/Reser-
voir initiatives are driven 
by hundreds of DSNDP 
volunteers. To achieve con-
crete results by the imple-
mentation of these teach-
ings, DSNDP committed to 
social services was found-
ed in the name of Dr. Shri 
Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari 
by Dr. Shri Dattatreya 
Narayan Dharmadhikari, 
alias Appasaheb Dharma-
dhikari, a prominent, mul-
tiple/global award winner, 
global social reformer who 
transformed millions of 
lives throughout the world 
with his humanitarian 
teachings.

The non-profit DSNDP 
is driven by over a million 
volunteers worldwide, 
who strive to keep the leg-
acy of Dr. Shri Nanasaheb 
Dharmadhikari alive by 
running massive blood-do-

nation drives, cleanliness 
drives, tree plantation 
and conservation drives, 
conserving natural water 
reservoirs, assisting hear-
ing-impaired children with 
free hearing-aids, free 
adult, and children’s liter-
acy classes, etc.

A mega health camp 

which was organized by 
DSNDP in India, entered 
the Guinness World Re-
cords as the largest health 
camp benefiting 152,000 
people attended by 1,571 
doctors and 5,000 para-
medics in a single day.

For more information, 
please visit dsndp.com.

Photo provided by DSNDP
Members of the non-profit organization Dr. Shri Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari 
Pratishthan (DSNDP) cleaned up their portion of State Road 37 on Aug. 26.

This certifies that 

Dr. Shri Nanasaheb Dharmadhikari 
Pratishthan 

Participated in the Indiana Department of Transportation Adopt-A-Highway Program 

f

INDOT State Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator 

August 2022 
Date 

INDOT Commissioner 

District Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator 

Graphic provided

National roadside cleanup
effort returns to State Road 37

The REPORTER
Mark your calendars for 

a fantastic evening of good 
food, great company, and a 
chance to support an incred-
ible cause. 

Westfield police officers 

will be at Texas Roadhouse, 
14758 Greyhound Plaza, on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, not just to 
keep the peace but to serve 
you delicious meals as well. 
Yes, you heard it right – it's the 
Tip a Cop fundraiser, where 

police officers will take orders 
and serve tables alongside the 
Texas Roadhouse team.

Here’s the best part: 10 
percent of all food sales and 
100 percent of the donations 
received during the event 

will go straight to the Special 
Olympics of Indiana. Your 
participation will directly 
contribute to positively im-
pacting the lives of Special 
Olympics athletes right here 
in our state.

The REPORTER
On Saturday, Oct. 28, 

the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment will hold its Awards 
Recognition Ceremony at 
the Prairie Water Events 
Center to honor staff, citi-
zens, and community part-
ners who have made excep-
tional contributions to the 
department and the West-
field community.

The event is a chance to 
formally acknowledge and 
celebrate dedicated years of 
service, meritorious awards, 

and volunteer appreciation.
The awards ceremony is 

funded by generous dona-
tions made to the Fire En-
dowment.

If you are interested 
in donating or sponsoring 
events, please get in touch 
with Peg Strass at pstrass@
westfield.in.gov or call 
(317) 379-7680. Thank you 
for your continued support 
of the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment. Click here to view 
donation and sponsorship 
opportunities.

Sponsorships open for 
Westfield Fire Department

Recognition Ceremony

‘Tip a Cop’ & help Special Olympics

http://visithamiltoncounty.com/art-pass
http://www.dsndp.com/
https://soindiana.org/
https://soindiana.org/
mailto:pstrass%40westfield.in.gov?subject=
mailto:pstrass%40westfield.in.gov?subject=
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFrQOYvRq4/s14sSDS8CHQCvK7-E7Uhnw/view
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All Aboard!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds 
and experience of a ride in our 

1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate 

Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board out of Noblesville 
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY 
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

NickelPlateExpress.com

NickelPlateExpress.com

Superhero 
Express  

Kids love this superhero adventure!                                                                                                                                      
Hop aboard for a fun filled ride with your 

favorite superhero! Start your day with 
training camp, where superheroes will 

teach superhero combat moves! 

September 16 and 17

NickelPlateExpress.com

Atlanta New Earth 
Festival Express  

Passengers will board the train from Hobbs 
Station at Forest Park for a 45-minute ride 
to Atlanta. Each trip will give passengers 

2-hours in Atlanta before returning.

September 24 and 25

NickelPlateExpress.com

Wizard Express
Climb aboard for a magical journey into 
the wizarding world. Brush up on local 

wizarding news, learn some new spells and 
enjoy treats such as a butter beverage!  
All excursions board in Noblesville  

at platform 8 ¾.

October 7 and 8

Chugga, Chugga: 
Northbrook Brewery Caboose  
All aboard for a special 21+ caboose ride 
to the newly opened Northbrook Brewery 

in Arcadia. Ride the historic Monon 
caboose from Hobbs Station in Noblesville 

up to the brewery in Arcadia and back. 

October 15 and 22 

Cicero Dinner Express   
Experience the nostalgia of the past with 
a delightful train ride to dinner. Depart 
from Hobbs Station in Noblesville, IN 

on the vintage Nickel Plate Express for a 
charming 30-minute journey to Cicero. 

October 5 and 19

Student loan forgiveness cures 
the symptom, not the disease

This month, 
my oldest son 
headed off to col-
lege. It has been 
an interesting ex-
perience to have 
a child starting his 
higher education 
while our country 
is in the middle 
of a debate about 
student loan forgiveness.

While I think it’s fair to 
say that not everyone needs 
to attend college for their 
chosen career, I do believe 
that those who want a col-
lege education should have 
the opportunity. Unfortu-
nately for many Americans, 
that path is resulting in a 
lifetime of debt. While the 
student loan conversation is 
an important one, I believe it 
must be part of a larger con-
versation addressing the ex-
treme changes we have seen 
to how much college costs 
over time. 

My son will be attend-
ing Ball State University in 
Muncie, Ind. – the current 
in-state tuition and room 
and board for one year is 
around $26,000.

By today’s standards, 
Ball State’s tuition is con-
sidered extremely afford-

able, but that 
tuition doesn’t 
tell the full story. 
For any college 
or university, the 
tuition students 
and their families 
pay do not repre-
sent the total cost 
for an individual 
student to attend 

college. Grants, research 
funding, federal funding, 
and state funding are all ap-
plied “behind the scenes” 
to the cost of educating a 
student. The tuition money 
an institution asks students 
to pay is the balance left 
over after all other funding 
is applied. 

In Indiana, tuition costs 
usually cover about 63 per-
cent on average of the total 
cost of attendance. For Ball 
State, if we take into con-
sideration all the “behind 
the scenes” funding, the 
actual cost per year is clos-
er to $41,000 per student. 
$41,000 per year per student 
would be much less afford-
able for the average Hoosier 
wanting to start their college 
education. To keep tuition 
low, Ball State and our oth-
er Hoosier higher education 
institutions need federal and 

state support. 
Unfortunately, state 

support of higher education 
has been reduced signifi-
cantly in the last 40 years. 
While tuition covers almost 
two-thirds of attendance 
costs today, in 1980, Hoo-
sier students were only 
asked to cover 28 percent 
of the total cost of college 
attendance. A large part of 
this difference is due to a 
reduction in state funding. 
In 1980, Indiana’s state 
government spent the same 
as the national average on 
students at roughly $9,500 
in today’s dollars. In 2023, 
the Hoosier State spent only 
$6,200 per student com-
pared to $10,200 nationally.

Moreover, if Indiana had 
the same funding formula 
today that we did in 1980, 
and college cost the exact 
same, a student graduating 
from Ball State would walk 
away with about $46,000 of 
student loan debt compared 
to $104,000 today.1  

The student loan debt 
debate has inspired a lot of 
discussion nationally about 
the costs of higher educa-
tion. However, I think it is 
important to recognize the 
critical role of our state gov-

ernment in higher education 
costs. With Indiana allocat-
ing 30 percent less per col-
lege student today than it did 
in 1980, our state is making 
it more difficult for Hoosier 
students to achieve their 
higher education goals.

My family and I are 
very fortunate that the ben-
efits provided for me by my 
military service will signifi-
cantly reduce the cost of 
his college education, but 
I know the same cannot be 
said for all Indiana families. 
I believe it is past time for 
our state government to help 
alleviate the rising cost of 
college education by con-
tributing more to support 
our excellent Indiana col-
leges and universities.

We owe it to all Hoo-
sier students to show them 
the same support today that 
our state gave to students 40 
years ago.

 1 shef.sheeo.org/state- 
profile/indiana

Matt McNally retired 
from the military in 2022 
after 22 years of service. 
He is a veteran of Afghan-
istan and a formal Naval 
Aviator. He and his family 
are proud to call the city of 
Westfield home.

MATT McNALLY

Guest COLUMNIST

Indiana Senate Democrats open applications 
for 2024 legislative internship opportunities
The REPORTER

Indiana Senate Demo-
crats are recruiting interns 
for the 2024 Legislative 

Session. Applications are 
officially open and can be 
found on the Caucus’ official 
website, indianasenate- 

democrats.org/
internships.

“This is a 
great opportunity 
for young Hoo-
siers looking to 
get involved in 
state government 
and learn more 
about the legis-
lative process,” 
Senate Democratic Leader 
Greg Taylor (D-Indianapo-
lis) said. “Many of our in-
terns go on to become staff 
or use this internship as an 
ingress into other careers; 
this is the perfect position 
for someone hoping for a 
future in government.”

The Senate Democratic 
Internship is open to stu-
dents in their sophomore 
year of college and above. 
It runs from the last week 

in December 
through March, 
with opportunities 
for some interns 
to stay on longer. 
The internship 
also offers the fol-
lowing benefits:

• Biweekly sti-
pend of $900

• Networking 
opportunities

• Academic credit 
• Professional develop-

ment
“Interns are integral to 

the success of a legislative 
session, and I urge students 
who are interested in un-
derstanding more about the 
legislative process, mak-
ing connections and doing 
meaningful work to apply 
for our internship,” State 
Sen. Taylor said.

Taylor

Reporter photo
On Thursday afternoon, a crowd of well-wishers attended the robing ceremony of Judge Paul A. 
Felix who now serves on the Indiana Court of Appeals. The ceremony, which took place in the 
Supreme Court Courtroom at the Statehouse, included remarks from Joe Heerens, General Counsel 
for Governor Eric Holcomb; Indiana Supreme Court Chief Justice Loretta H. Rush, Indiana Court 
of Appeals Chief Judge Robert R. Altice, Jr., and Hamilton Superior Court No. 4 Judge Richard 
Campbell. Chief Judge Altice administered the oath with the assistance of Judge Felix’s wife and 
children. Judge Cale J. Bradford and Judge Rudolph R. Pyle, III assisted in the ceremonial robing.

Judge Felix gets his robe

Accurate
Balanced
Local
News

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://shef.sheeo.org/state-profile/indiana/
https://shef.sheeo.org/state-profile/indiana/
https://indianasenatedemocrats.org/internships
https://indianasenatedemocrats.org/internships
https://indianasenatedemocrats.org/internships


  	 News	 7

2024 Old West Murder Express

Ride the rails. Enjoy the meal. Solve the crime.
February 24-25, 2024

NickelPlateExpress.com

Noblesville porches get rather festive
The annual Noblesville Porchfest took place last Saturday. Featuring 20 bands

performing on the front porches of 12 homes along Logan Street, residents enjoyed live
music, food, and drinks throughout the afternoon. (Photos provided by John Sampson)

https://nickelplateexpress.com/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Sen. Mike Braun: older workers 
play critical role in U.S. economy
Submitted

On Aug. 22, U.S. Senate 
Special Committee on Ag-
ing Ranking Member Mike 
Braun held a field hearing 
titled, “Economic Chal-
lenges and Opportunities 
for Older Americans” in 
Indianapolis. The hearing 
examined obstacles older 
Americans have faced under 
recent economic conditions, 
approaches to alleviating 
these burdens, and opportu-
nities ahead.

Sen. Braun’s remarks 
appear below.

Ongoing economic 
challenges

Older Americans play 
critical roles throughout the 
economy, in businesses and 
law enforcement, on family 
farms, and as workers and 
members of the community. 

Earlier this year, a report 
from this Committee found 
that 43 percent of older 
Americans thinking about 
rejoining the workforce – or 
“un-retiring” – were doing 
so because of inflation. In 
July, prices rose again and 
were up almost 5 percent 

from last year. 
Inflation is still 
high years after 
pandemic-driv-
en emergency 
spending, and it’s 
still hitting older 
Americans hard. 

We have to 
confront reckless 
spending to help 
retirees on fixed incomes 
and older workers strug-
gling with choices in their 
household budgets. 

Both sides of the aisle 
spend too much, and it isn’t 
working for older Ameri-
cans. 

We know that inflation 
has pinched seniors’ Social 
Security checks. For law en-
forcement officers, this in-
security is added to another 
obstacle: the Windfall Elim-
ination Provision (WEP) 
and Government Pension 
Offset (GPO). Police offi-
cers often retire earlier and 
have additional careers. 
WEP and GPO can cut their 
Social Security by 60 per-
cent, just because they have 
a separate earned pension. 

At the same 
time, rising in-
terest rates are 
squeezing the 
employers and 
economic growth 
many older Amer-
icans and hard-
working Hoosiers 
rely on. 

Intrusive reg-
ulations like Environmen-
tal, Social, and Governance 
(ESG) rules push older 
Americans’ investments into 
worse rates of return. ESG 
rules also hinder family farm-
ers’ work and livelihoods. 

Farmers are the oldest 
workforce in the nation. 
They are feeding us all de-
spite drowning in regula-
tions, including ESG. 

Inflation and misguid-
ed regulations and policies 
pose a threat to older Amer-
icans in every sector of soci-
ety, and to the stability of the 
entire economy. 

Older Americans’ 
economic value

When older Americans 
are productive, socially con-
nected, gainfully employed, 

or secure in their retire-
ments, we’re all better off.

The good news is that 
there are still economic op-
portunities for older Ameri-
cans. Many are reinventing 
their retirements, deciding 
to stay active and split time 
between flexible work, lei-
sure, and family and com-
munity activities. Older 
Americans help employers 
and communities, and ben-
efit in the process. 

Like an 82-year-old 
grandma who went back to 
work as a baker in Georgia. 
She was recruited while 
shopping. For employers 
facing labor shortages, older 
Americans help fill gaps. 

A recent report showed 
that older workers will 
make up a quarter of the 
workforce by 2031. Older 
workers and members of 
communities provide wis-
dom, experience, and an un-
matched work ethic. 

Our goal should be un-
locking that potential, sup-
porting dignified work and 
retirements, not holding it 
back.

Braun

Reporter photo by Hayden Parsons
Indiana gubernatorial candidate Suzanne 
Crouch (center) was on the campaign trail in 
Hamilton County on Wednesday, both in Carmel 
and Westfield. (Above) Noblesville Mayor Chris 
Jensen (left) and Hamilton County Republican 
Party Secretary Beth Sheller (right).

Crouch makes 
campaigns stops in 
Hamilton County

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://www.westfieldplayhouse.org/
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Archaeology
Month

Join us at the Taylor Center 
for a celebration full of 
lectures, activities and FUN!

*The program occurring on this date takes place at Coxhall 
Gardens, 11677 Towne Rd., Carmel, IN 46032

12308 Strawtown Ave., Noblesville, IN 46060

For program information and
registration call 317.774.2574 or
visit MyHamiltonCountyParks.com 

A program
THOUSANDS OF YEARS

in the making!

Saturdays
Sept. 9 | Sept. 16*
Sept. 23 | Sept. 30

CONCERTS202 3
THEIN

CENTERPIECE

By

Supporting Sponsor

FREE 

DEAN
MARTINI

Sun., Sept. 10 • 5-7 PM

Sun., Sept. 17

Enjoy free concert performances
on the terraced, amphitheater seating
surrounding the stately Centerpiece.

11677 Towne Rd., Carmel, IN 46032
MyHamiltonCountyParks.com • 317.770.4400

Upcoming Concert:

RODNEY
STEPP

Less than three weeks to register for 
Westfield Chamber’s Showcase & Taste
The REPORTER

The Westfield Cham-
ber’s first Showcase & Taste 
of Westfield will take place 
from 3 to 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Sept. 27 at Grand Park 
Events Center. Guests will 
have the opportunity to enjoy 
the best of what Westfield 
has to offer all in one place.

The Showcase & Taste 
will be open to all resi-
dents. Advance tickets 
($7) are available online 
at westfieldchamberindy.
com. Tickets will be $10 at 
the door.

Exhibitors at the Show-
case & Taste of Westfield 
will have the opportunity 
to put their businesses on 
display and connect with 
businesses and potential 
customers at one of the 
Chamber’s largest network-
ing events of the year.

All types of businesses 
can participate in the event, 
including restaurants, ser-
vice and healthcare pro-
viders, legal profession-
als, entertainment venues, 
food providers, and more. 
Restaurants, caterers, win-
eries, breweries, and other 
food service establishments 
are invited to provide menu 
tastings as well.
Become an exhibitor

Exhibitor Booth (mem-
ber, $300): Includes full 
booth 10-by-10-foot pack-
age (eight-foot table with 
full-length linen, eight-foot 

back drape, three-
foot side rails, 
two chairs, 
wastebasket, 
and ID sign; 
two compli-
mentary ad-
mission tickets

E x h i b i t o r 
Booth (non-mem-
ber, $500): Includes full 
booth 10-by-10-foot pack-
age (eight-foot table with 
full-length linen, eight-foot 
back drape, three-foot side 
rails, two chairs, waste-
basket, and ID sign; two 
complimentary admission 
tickets

Premium Exhibitor 
Booth (member, $600): 
Includes one high-visibili-
ty full booth 10-by-10-foot 
package (eight-foot table 
with full-length linen, eight-
foot back drape, three-foot 
side rails, two chairs, waste-
basket, and ID sign; six 
complimentary admission 
tickets; recognition on var-
ious e-newsletters, event 
pages, and social media 
mentions

Premium Exhibi-
tor Booth (non-mem-
ber, $1,000): Includes one 
high-visibility full booth 
10-by-10-foot package 
(eight-foot table with full-
length linen, eight-foot back 
drape, three-foot side rails, 
two chairs, wastebasket, and 
ID sign; six complimentary 
admission tickets; recog-

nition on various 
e-newsletters, 
event pages, 
and social me-
dia mentions

Non-Prof-
it Exhibitor 

Booth ($250): 
Includes full 

booth 10-by-10-
foot package (eight-foot 
table with full-length lin-
en, eight-foot back drape, 
three-foot side rails, two 
chairs, wastebasket, and ID 
sign; two complimentary 
admission tickets; must 
provide proof of non-profit 
status.

The deadline for exhib-
itor registration is Sept. 18. 
Businesses can purchase a 
booth online at westfield-
chamberindy.com. If you 
have difficulty register-
ing or you’re interested in 
sponsorship opportunities, 
contact Courtney Albright 
at calbright@westfield-
chamberindy.com or call 
(317) 804-3030.

The Title Sponsors 
for this first Showcase & 
Taste include Communi-
ty First Bank of Indiana, 
JRF Construction, Church 
Church Hittle & Antrim, 
City of Westfield, River-
view Health, Citizens En-
ergy Group, Ascension St. 
Vincent, Carrington Mort-
gage Services, The Farmers 
Bank, and Westfield Wash-
ington Schools.

Letter to the Editor

Briggs laments impending loss
of Wilson Farm Market due to

decision to limit access on U.S. 31
Dear Editor:
Hamilton County has a jewel in the 

middle of our county, and it is the red build-
ing on the east side of U.S. 31 and 256th 
Street, which is Wilson Farm Market.

Have you visited it lately? They have 
Amish cheeses and many jams and jellies 
and the well-known fried chicken dinner 
as a take out for the many motorists who 
are heading north to Kokomo or south to 
Indianapolis. Wilson Farm Market also 
supplies fresh vegetables of the season 
and frozen meats. My favorite purchas-
es are the fresh baked pastries from the 
bakery and the most delicious ice cream 
cone selections.

This sounds like an advertisement for 
Wilson, and it is because in 2024 it will 
be no more. I am disappointed that our 
County Commissioners and Council are 
not supporting this small business since 
1968. The Indiana Department of Trans-

portation does not know the importance 
of Wilson Farm Market as it supports a 
grocery in a desert zone. 

The development of U.S. 31 becom-
ing a limited-access highway is closing 
out a lot of businesses but also hindering 
a much-needed access for locals in this 
area to U.S. 31 heading both directions 
for medical needs, as well as access for 
the school systems of Hamilton Heights 
and Sheridan. U.S. 31 is creating a divid-
ing line between these two communities 
with no cross overs or lanes to access the 
local roads that support the community, 
schools, farms, and small businesses.

Why did this happen? Who made 
the decision of this community division 
and the elimination of businesses along 
U.S. 31 with no recourse in a financial 
location?

Mari Briggs
Sheridan

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to

News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your phone number and city
of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.

The REPORTER
Two raffle winners who 

attended the Noblesville 
Chamber of Commerce 
Taste of Business recently 
received the first behind-the-
scenes Reimagine Pleasant 
Street job site tour. 

Construction managers 
from USI Consultants and 
CHA Consulting led the tour 
to highlight the progress un-
derway on the Reimagine 
Pleasant Street project. No-
table project milestones in-
cluded the paving of two new 
roundabouts on Eighth Street, 
the setting of the foundations 
for the new Reimagine Pleas-
ant Street Bridge over the 
White River Bridge, and the 
installation of a pedestrian 
tunnel for the Midland Trace 
and Riverwalk trails to cross 
underneath Pleasant Street. 

“Reimagine Pleasant 
Street has been my top in-
frastructure priority as may-
or, and it was exciting to 
show the incredible progress 
we’ve made to these commu-

nity residents,” Noblesville 
Mayor Chris Jensen said. 
“Community involvement 
has been a key component 
from the beginning of this 
project, and I look forward 
to the project being complete 
and open for all to enjoy.” 

Tour participants includ-
ed Noblesville residents 
Jim and Kathy Hines, who 
were selected as the raffle 
winners during the Taste of 
Business event. 

Photo provided by American Structurepoint
Jim and Kathy Hines of Noblesville won a behind-
the-scenes look at the Pleasant Street job site.

See Pleasant . . . Page 10

Noblesville residents 
get up-close look at 

Pleasant Street progress

Thank you for reading The Reporter!

http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
http://myhamiltoncountyparks.com
https://www.westfieldchamberindy.com/
https://www.westfieldchamberindy.com/
https://www.westfieldchamberindy.com/showcase-and-taste-of-westfield/
https://www.westfieldchamberindy.com/showcase-and-taste-of-westfield/
mailto:calbright%40westfieldchamberindy.com?subject=
mailto:calbright%40westfieldchamberindy.com?subject=
https://wilsonfarmmarket.com/
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PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
including

the ESTATE of CHARLES “PETE” ALLEY
BIDDING OPENS:

Wednesday, August 30th @ 6pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS:

Saturday, Sept. 16th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY:

Wed., Sept. 13th from Noon - 6pm
FEATURING:
The ESTATE of PETE ALLEY 
Large Model Train & Railroad Collection  & Memorabilia, Lanterns - Signs, 
Advertising - Coins. Artifacts, VERY NICE Clean Furniture Appliances & Household 
Soft Goods, Moving Blankets, Electronics, Longaberger Antiques & Collectibles, 
Tools - Bicycles, Outdoor Cooking Equip., Bean Pots, Fryers - More

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms
and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT
Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 E. State Road 28

Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE AUCTION

Meeting Notice
The Carmel Board of Public 

Works and Safety will meet at 10 
a.m. on Wednesday, September 6, 
2023, in the Council Chambers at 
Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square, 
Carmel.

The REPORTER
The word for Beef & 

Boards Dinner Theatre’s 
2024 Season is Beautiful, 
as the Carole King musi-
cal highlights a schedule 
of treasured classics, popu-
lar movie-based musicals, 
and a celebration of four of 
America’s greatest musical 
artists. VIP Memberships 
for the 2024 Season are now 
available, while 2024 Sea-
son individual show tickets 
are on sale to the general 
public starting Oct. 1.

Things heat up in a flash 
in January as Beef & Boards 
presents the hilarious cele-
bration of women and the 
change with Menopause, 
The Musical starting Jan. 5. 
Set in a department store, 
four women who seem to 
have little in common make 
fun of their woeful hot 
flashes, forgetfulness, mood 
swings, wrinkles, night 
sweats and chocolate bing-
es in this production that 
includes parodies from the 
‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s. Rated 
PG-13 and on stage Jan. 5 
through Feb. 4.

Next it’s the inspiring 
true story of Carole King's 
journey from teenage song-
writer to the Rock & Roll 
Hall of Fame in Beautiful: 
The Carole King Musical. 
On stage for the first time 
at Beef & Boards, Beauti-
ful follows the life of Car-
ole Klein, a songwriter who 
wrote dozens of memorable 
hits for some of the biggest 
names in music before de-
veloping her own career as 
Carole King. Songs include 
“You've Got a Friend,” “One 
Fine Day,” “So Far Away,” 
“Take Good Care of My 
Baby,” “Up on the Roof,” 
“You've Lost That Lovin' 
Feeling,” “Will You Love 
Me Tomorrow,” and “Natu-
ral Woman.” This Tony and 
Grammy Award-winning 
musical phenomenon is rat-
ed PG-13 and on stage Feb. 
8 through March 30.

Returning to the Beef 

& Boards stage for the first 
time in more than 20 years 
is the Rodgers & Hammer-
stein classic, The King and 
I. Based on the novel Anna 
and the King of Siam by 
Margaret Landon and win-
ner of the Tony Award for 
Best Musical, The King and 
I is the story of the unlike-
ly friendship that emerges 
between Anna, a widow 
from England, and the King 
of Siam when she arrives 
to teach his many children 
and wives. Famous songs 
include “Getting to Know 
You,” “I Whistle A Happy 
Tune,” “Something Wonder-
ful,” and “Shall We Dance.” 
Rated G, it’s on stage April 
4 through May 19.

Then audiences trav-
el somewhere “Over The 
Rainbow” to the magi-
cal land of Oz in Beef & 
Boards’ 2024 Family Show, 
The Wizard of Oz. Dorothy 
Gale discovers friendships 
and adventure along the 
Yellow Brick Road and ul-
timately learns the valuable 
lesson “there’s no place like 
home.” Based on the tale by 
L. Frank Baum that later be-
came a popular MGM film, 
The Wizard of Oz features 
$10 discounts off tickets for 
all kids ages 3 to 15. The 
musical is rated G and on 
stage from May 23 to July 7.

Beef & Boards goes 
blonde for the summer with 
Legally Blonde the Musical, 
opening July 11. After being 
dumped by her boyfriend 
for someone “serious,” 
Delta Nu sorority president 
Elle Woods drops the credit 
cards and hits the books to 
win him back. She’ll take on 
Harvard Law, but also learn 
a lot about herself. Based on 
the movie Legally Blonde, 
this seven-time Tony Award 
nominee is on stage through 
Aug. 25 and is rated PG-13.

The true story of the 
spectacular night where four 
stars aligned in Memphis, 
Tenn., is celebrated with 
the musical Million Dollar 
Quartet. On Dec. 4, 1956, 
an extraordinary twist of 
fate brought Johnny Cash, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Per-

kins, and Elvis Presley to-
gether at Sun Records for 
what would be one of the 
greatest jam sessions ever. 
This Tony Award winning 
musical brings that legend-
ary event to life, featuring an 
incredible score performed 
live onstage. Million Dol-
lar Quartet is rated PG and 
is on stage Aug. 29 through 
Oct. 6. 

One of musical theatre’s 
most beloved musicals, Fid-
dler on the Roof, returns to 
the Beef & Boards stage 
in October. Set in the lit-
tle village of Anatevka, the 
story centers on Tevye, a 
poor milkman, and his five 
daughters. With the help of a 
colorful and tight-knit Jew-
ish community, Tevye tries 
to protect his daughters and 
encourage traditional values 
in a changing world. Nos-
talgic songs include “Tra-
dition,” “If I Were A Rich 
Man,” and “Sunrise, Sun-
set.” Winner of nine Tony 
Awards, Fiddler on the Roof 
is rated PG and is on stage 
Oct. 10 through Nov. 24.

On stage for the holidays 
is the movie-turned-mu-
sical A Christmas Story. 
Young Ralphie Parker lives 
in a fictional Indiana town 
and is on a quest to obtain 
his most desired of Christ-
mas gifts – a Red Ryder 
BB gun. Rebuffed at every 
turn with a similar echo-
ing response, Ralphie plots 
numerous schemes to ulti-
mately receive his desired 
gift. Rated PG, A Christ-
mas Story is on stage Nov. 
29 through Dec. 31.

Membership & 
ticket availability
VIP Memberships for 

the 2024 Season are avail-
able starting Sept. 1, 2023, 
while 2024 Season individ-
ual show tickets are on sale 
to the general public starting 
Oct. 1, 2023. Visit Beef-
AndBoards.com for com-
plete details.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only 
year-round professional 
dinner theatre, has been 
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

“It was fascinating to 
see everything that has been 
completed so far, and we 
look forward to continuing 
to watch the progress made 
on this project,” said Kathy, 
a resident of Noblesville 
for 37 years. “The invest-
ment in Reimagine Pleas-
ant Street will enhance our 
community for generations 
by making it more accessi-
ble for people to walk, bike, 
or drive through Noblesville 
to their favorite restaurants 
and shops.” 

The Hineses were joined 
by Hamilton County Com-
missioner Steve Dillinger 
and Director of Administra-
tion Lee Buckingham and 
community partners from 
Hamilton County Tourism, 

Nickel Plate Arts, the No-
blesville Chamber of Com-
merce and Hamilton County 
Historian David Heighway. 

“It’s absolutely amazing 
the progress that’s being 
made,” Dillinger said. “It 
was great to highlight where 
the city is with the road and 
where the county is with 
the bridge. We’re still on 
schedule for the bridge to be 
built next year and it’s under 
budget, so we’re very happy 
with the progress.” 

When complete, Re-
imagine Pleasant Street will 
provide a critical east-west 
connection for the city of 
Noblesville, which is ex-
pected to alleviate traffic on 
State Road 32 through the 
city’s urban core. The new 
connection will provide an 
alternate route for people in 
Hamilton County to access 
downtown Noblesville from 
SR 37 and SR 32. 

For more information on 
the project, visit Reimagine- 
PleasantSt.com.

Pleasant
from Page 9

Photo provided by American Structurepoint

2024 season at Beef & 
Boards in a word: Beautiful 
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Today’s Bible Reading
Hagar and Ishmael (cont.)

She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: 
“You are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I 
have now seen the One who sees me.” That is why 
the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, 
between Kadesh and Bered.

So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the 
name Ishmael to the son she had borne. Abram was 
eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

Genesis 16:13-16 (NIV)
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COMPANY317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer
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Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

Call Peggy 317.439.3258  
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

Your house  
could be here! 
Give us a call.

18507 Idlewind Court
Westfield • $1,499,000

8675 Luann Street
Noblesville • $294,900

Stunning former Home-A-Rama beauty featuring 
5BR, 3BA/2 half baths, walkout basement, 
beautiful hardwood floors, and gorgeous 

architecture throughout.  BLC#21931254

Cute as a button and neat as a pin! This adorable 
brick home offers 4 BR/2 BA and is move-in ready.
No HOA, large lot, & close to parks, golf courses,  

& downtown Noblesville. BLC#21931520 

SOLD!

Low maintenance home located in sought after 
Highlands of Stony Creek. Stunning 2BR/2BA home 

with office offers a split floorplan & open concept living. 
Patio with lighted pergola. Amenities include swimming 

pool, clubhouse, gym, tennis, pickleball, playground, 
basketball & walking trails!  BLC#21935552

17016 Loch Circle
Noblesville • $344,900 As summer winds 

down, the housing 
market is still red hot!

SOLD!

SOLD!

The REPORTER
Four unique construc-

tion projects in Carmel have 
been nominated for presti-
gious Monumental Awards, 
to be presented by the Indy 
Chamber on Friday, Oct. 4. 
The public can vote for The 
People’s Choice Award on 
each project listed below 
by visiting this Facebook 
page.

This year marks the 46th 
anniversary of the Monu-
mental Awards, highlighting 
the built environment in the 
nine-county Indianapolis 
region. A vibrant, built envi-
ronment not only improves 
the overall quality of life but 
attracts talented individuals 
to call the Indianapolis re-
gion home.

The Monumental 
Awards are one of the ways 
in which the Indy Chamber 
showcases the economic 
development growth of the 
Indy region. This annual 
evening of recognition ac-
knowledges individuals and 
businesses that contribute to 
excellence in architecture, 
construction, engineering, 
innovative reuse, interior 
design, landscape architec-
ture, neighborhood revital-
ization, public art and real 
estate development through-
out the nine-county India-
napolis region.

The projects nominated 
include:

• Republic Airways 
Corporate Training Center 
– nominated for a Construc-

tion award
• Meadowlark Park ren-

ovation – nominated for 
a Landscape Architecture 
award

• Marmon Wasp round-

about sculpture – nominated 
for a Public Art award

• Proscenium mixed-use 
development – nominated 
for a Real Estate Develop-
ment award

Carmel projects nominated for Indy 
Chamber’s Monumental Awards

Photos provided by City of Carmel
The Republic Airways Corporate Training Center (above) and the Proscenium 
(below) have been nominated for awards.

Photo provided by City of Carmel
The Marmon Wasp roundabout sculpture is up for Landscape Architecture award.
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Access the entire 2023 
Bicentennial Event Lineup 
and get event/program details: 
HamCoTurns200.com

2023 BICENTENNIAL
SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Be a part of 
Hamilton County history!

BICENTENNIAL MEMORIAL UNVEILING
SEPTEMBER 9, 11 A.M.
Conner Prairie, Allisonville Road, Fishers
FREE
Delaware and Fall Creek Townships are partnering with Conner Prairie to create a permanent 

reminder of the Hamilton County Bicentennial! A memorial will be unveiled at 11am in Clowes 

Commons near the Lenape Camp and Prairietown showcasing the history of Delaware and Fall 

Creek Townships, including Conner Prairie itself. Come learn about the history of this area, and join 

Conner Prairie for an architectural tour of the Conner House (pictured above: also turning 200!) 

after the unveiling. For pricing details and tour pre-registration, visit: hamcoturns200.com/events

DELAWARE AND FALL CREEK TOWNSHIPS’ signature event

TASTE OF HISTORY: FISHING IN FALL CREEK
September 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Hamilton East Public Library
Municipal Drive, Fishers  | FREE
Discover the “lure” of fishing in and around Geist, Fall Creek Township, and 

Hamilton County! Join the staff of the Hamilton East Public Library’s Indiana 

Room to learn about Hamilton County waterways and aquatic life past, present, 

and future. Connect modern fishing methods to the history of fishing in our area 

as you learn to tie your own fishing lure. 

Sign up on the library website: hepl.lib.in.us.

HAMILTON CO. BICENTENNIAL TRAVELING EXHIBIT
September 2-8, Hamilton East Public Library, Fishers
September 9-15, Carmel Clay Public Library, Carmel
September 16-22, White River Elementary School, Noblesville
September 23-29, Promise Road Elementary School, Noblesville 
FREE | Learn about all five of our Bicentennial themes: Arts, Diversity/Inclusion, 

Education, Historic Preservation, and Parks/Environment. Contact the hosting 

organization for information on when the exhibit is open to the public.Photo credit: Gareth Wilford

200 IN 15
Check out the Bicentennial podcast to get 
200 years of Hamilton County history in 
just 15 minutes! Look under “Resources” 
tab on HamCoTurns200.com.

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/


By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

FISHERS – The Fish-
ers volleyball team won an 
all-county match Thursday 
night at the Tiger Den.

The Tigers 
beat Nobles-
ville in a high-
ly entertaining 
five-set Hoosier 
Crossroads Con-
ference contest, 
25-13, 20-25, 18-
25, 25-16, 15-10. 
While some sets 
were easier than 
others for both 
teams, it was a 
truly a match 
where the winner 
wasn’t decided 
until the very 
end – something 
that’s typical for 
the HCC.

“It’s really 
nearly impossible 
to come out and 
play your C-plus level game 
and win against anybody in 
our conference,” said Fish-
ers coach Steven Peek.

The Tigers easily won 
the first set, leading 19-10 
and running it out from 
there. Senior Lucy Kay fin-
ished the set with an ace. 

The Millers began the 
second set with an ace from 
Aubrey Stitcher, and went 
up 3-0. Noblesville nev-

er trailed in the set, with 
Stitcher helping out big 
time by hitting five kills, 
including one on set point. 
Reese Resmer and Chloe 
Macias both hit kills as 
well. Meanwhile, Fishers’ 

net game was 
strong, as Jurnee 
Hall helped out 
with a couple of 
blocks.

The third set 
was the tightest 
one, at least until 
the end. Neither 
team led by more 
than two points 
until the Millers 
made a run of six 
straight points to 
close out the set. 
Riley Resmer 
started the run 
with a kill, then 
served an ace. 
Madison Brown 
made a net tip, 
and Stitcher put 
down another 

kill, then Riley Resmer hit 
an ace on set point.

Hall stepped up for 
Fishers in the fourth set, 
with an early tip and a 
block. The Tigers had sev-
eral players hit kills, in-
cluding Kay, Ellen Roberts, 
Nicolette Skudrzik and Au-
bree Valcourt. Natalie Lux 
served an ace.

The fifth set was close 
for the first half, as it was 

tied 7-7. Kay then spiked a 
kill to give Fishers an 8-7 
lead, and the Tigers never 
trailed again. Roberts closed 
out the match, hitting a 
kill to get Fishers to match 
point, then serving an ace to 

close it.
Kay had an incredible 

game, with 20 kills, includ-
ing four in the fifth set, five 
blocks and three aces. 

“She knows that she’s 
somebody that’s a focal 

point of our offense,” said 
Peek. “She’s a very humble 
kid. She’s a hard worker, and 
she’s going to play Division 
I next year. The motivation’s 
there. This isn’t her last hur-
rah, she’s got four and a half 

more years of volleyball to 
play. So, she’s hungry for 
herself, but she’s also such 
a team player and wants to 
win for Fishers.”
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Hamilton County Sports	 Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall
Noblesville, Carmel, Westfield, Sheridan, Hamilton Heights, Fishers, University, Guerin Catholic, Hamilton Southeastern

The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

Better than new construction. Newly 
completed MI Home in Merion. This home 

has all the bells and whistles including 
installed blinds. Gorgeous upgraded  

counter tops and gourmet kitchen with 
walk-in pantry. Enjoy coffee in the sunroom 

off the kitchen, cozy nights in front of the 
fire with vaulted ceiling in the family room. 

Flexroom at front of home could be an 
office, playroom, separate reading room, 
etc. Step away from the world in the spa 

like primary bathroom, note the rain head 
shower. Be sure to see the huge primary 
closet. Finished, 3-car garage. Your new 
home is just waiting for your touches. 

Welcome HOME!

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Noblesville, IN
3 Beds | 2 Baths| 2,245 Sq Ft 

$534,900

11415 Flynn Place

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

Former Noblesville standout Emily Kiser 
signs to play professionally in Greece

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

As her collegiate basket-
ball career came to a close 
when the Michigan Wol-
verines season ended in the 
second round of the 2023 
NCAA women’s basket-
ball tournament to eventual 
National Champion LSU, 
it was apparent that fifth-
year senior Emily Kiser 
had more basketball days 
in mind beyond her time in 
Ann Arbor.

The 6’3 former No-
blesville standout and 2018 
Indiana All-Star has inked 
a deal with AO Eleutheria 
Moshatou in Athens, Greece 
to extend her playing career 
at the international level.

“Emily is a rare talent. 
I have no doubt she will 
thrive playing in Greece,” 
said Noblesville girls bas-
ketball head coach Donna 
Buckley, now in her 16th 
season. 

She left her hometown 
of Noblesville on August 26 
to start her professional bas-
ketball career and hopefully 
take off from where she left 
her college days not too long 

ago. Eurocup qualification 
games start soon against 
Cluj Napoca on September 
21st and 27th, so it’s time 
for Kiser to familiarize her-
self with her new team and 
the European style of play. 

“It feels amazing to be 

able to continue playing 
basketball at the profes-
sional level. I didn’t play 
the majority of my college 
career, so I still feel like 
I’m just getting started. On 
top of getting to continue 
playing a sport I love, the 

experience of traveling and 
living in a different culture 
is a huge reason I wanted 
to continue playing. Greece 
was somewhere I always 
wanted to visit and it's sur-
real that now I’m going to 
be living there soon,” said 

an excited Kiser.
Kiser’s game has been 

on the upward swing the 
past two seasons in Ann Ar-
bor, averaging 15.9 points 
and 7.1 rebounds during her 
fifth-year as a Wolverine. 
The Noblesville native was 

named MVP of the Gulf 
Coast Showcase, scoring 
56 points and grabbing 28 
rebounds in the three wins 
over Air Force, South Flor-
ida and No. 21 Baylor.

Photos courtesy Michigan Athletics
Noblesville’s Emily Kiser was a standout for the University of Michigan for the past few years, and now will get a chance to play 
professionally. Kiser inked a deal with AO Eleutheria Moshatou in Athens, Greece to extend her playing career at the international level.

Stitcher

Kay

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
The Fishers volleyball team always draws a big student crowd, and the Tiger fans had much to cheer 
about Thursday. Fishers beat Noblesville in a tough five-set match.

See Kiser . . . Page 14

See Wire . . . Page 14

Down to the wire: Tigers edge out Millers in HCC match
Volleyball
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Roberts hit 13 kills 
and served two aces, while 
Skudrzik hit five kills in 
two sets of action. Hall was 
unstoppable at the net with 
seven blocks. On defense, 
Lux collected 15 digs and 
served two aces, Kennedy 
Tinch dished out 46 assists 
to go with 11 digs, and Juli-
ana Kellogg had 10 digs and 
two aces.

Stitcher led the Mill-
ers with 17 kills, followed 
by Elaina Hendrix with 11 
and Reese Resmer with 
nine. Maddie Coates had 17 
digs and Macis made three 
blocks.

“I still think we had a 
lot of good bits and pieces,” 
said Noblesville coach An-
nie Poulson. The coach said 
there were three starters out 
for the match, “so we had to 
have some people step up 
into new roles and I think 
there were bits and pieces 
of things we saw that were 
great, and we just couldn’t 
quite execute all of it togeth-
er for the three sets we need-
ed to tonight.”

Fishers is 1-1 in con-
ference play and 6-6 over-
all. The Tigers travel to the 
Providence Tournament on 
Saturday, taking on Franklin 
Community and Roncalli.

The Millers are also 1-1 
in HCC play and 5-2 over-
all; they started the season 

with five straight victories 
before falling to Lawrence 
North on Wednesday and 
Fishers on Thursday. No-
blesville hosts McCutcheon 
Tuesday.

* * *
Westfield was swept by 

Zionsville Thursday, 25-20, 
25-16, 25-11 in a Thursday 
HCC match.

Georgia Bresnahan hit 
seven kills for the Sham-
rocks, with Lilly Stanton 
serving two aces. Lilly 
Tucker made 14 digs, fol-
lowed by 12 for Stanton and 
11 for Audrey Bassett. Stan-
ton also dished out 16 assists 
and Isabelle Jackson handed 
out 11.

Westfield is 1-1 in the 
conference and 6-5 overall 
and host Guerin Catholic on 
Saturday morning.

* * *
Sheridan split a pair of 

matches during the middle 
of the week.

The Blackhawks beat 
Traders Point Christian on 
Wednesday, 25-18, 25-11, 
24-26, 25-20. Trinity Par-
kin served seven aces, with 
Meredith Krupp serving 
three. Krupp had a sea-
son-high 19 service points, 
with Parkin and Kenzie Gar-
ner both getting 10.

Garner put down 12 
kills, while Parkin hit 10 
kills. Shelby Eaton was next 

with seven, followed by 
Claudia Headlee and Nova 
Cross with four each, then 
Beth Adams and Krupp with 
three each. Cross dished out 
23 assists.

On defense, Cross and 
Garner both made a block 
assist. Garner had 22 digs, 
with Krupp getting 17, 
Cross 11 and Headlee 10.

In a Thursday Hoo-
sier Heartland Conference 
match, Sheridan was swept 
by Eastern 25-19, 25-13, 25-
20.  Headlee had two aces, 
with Parkin and Garner both 
serving one. Parkin led the 
kills with 11, with Cross hit-
ting five and Headlee three. 
Cross handed out 15 assists.

Garner made two solo 
blocks, with Parkin getting 
one solo block and one as-
sist. Eaton had two block as-
sists and Adams made one. 
Parkin had 15 digs, Garner 
and Krupp both collected 
eight and Cross had six.

Sheridan is 5-3 and trav-
els to Clinton Prairie on Sat-
urday for a tournament.

* * *
Hamilton Southeastern 

swept Avon 25-22, 25-16, 
25-17 in a Thursday HCC 
match to remain perfect on 
the season at 9-0.

The Royals will play 
matches Saturday against 
Bellmont and Fort Wayne 
Carroll.

Wire
from Page 13

“Emily put so much time 
and effort into continuing 
to improve throughout her 
time here. She put in the ex-
tra work, starting with her 
freshman season when she 
would stay and play against 
our practice players. When 
she got her opportunity, she 
really took advantage of it 
and was ready for it” said 
12th-year University of 
Michigan head coach Kim 
Barnes Arico.

It helped to significant-
ly improve by having a best 
friend in Hillmon to motivate 
Kiser. Once Hillmon was 
drafted by the WNBA’s At-
lanta Dream in 2022, Kiser 
became more of a go-to for 
the Wolverines

“It was great getting to be 
teammates with Naz Hillm-
on whether that was playing 
with her or getting better de-
fending her everyday in prac-
tice. Offensively with a play-
er as good as Naz inside, I 
knew my perimeter play had 
to improve - shooting, pass-
ing, movement. In addition 
to being a great teammate 
she’s also my best friend 
which made it even more fun 
getting in the gym together 
and putting up shots. De-
fensively I got to go against 
arguably the best college post 
in the country at the time ev-
eryday. It wasn’t always fun 
at the time but made me bet-
ter in the end,” stated Kiser 
on Hillmon.

“We played on the road 
at Central Michigan and 
Naz wasn't able to play, so 
we moved Emily down to 
the block. She showed what 
she can do, led us to that win 
and from there, she had such 
a great senior year and then 
turned into an all-conference 
player in her final season,” 
continued Barnes Arico.

It wasn’t until her final 
two years at Michigan that 
Emily took advantage of ev-
ery opportunity to shine on 

the court. She was able to 
open up and show what she’s 
capable of as a player.

“Too many people want 
instant success, regardless of 
circumstances. Emily's abil-
ity to be patient while also 
working incredibly hard until 
it was her time to shine made 
her very successful. It is also 
what will help her thrive in 
the real world. She is such a 
special leader and person,” 
continued Buckley.  

En route to being named 
first team all-Big Ten this 
past season, Kiser logged a 
career-high 34 points against 
Rutgers on February 23. Em-
ily also received the Big Ten 
Sportsmanship award, while 
also being named B1G Play-
er of the Week three times. 

She also leaves Michi-
gan ninth all-time with 129 
games played, starting the fi-
nal 65, ranking 17th in career 
rebounds with 603. Starting 
33 games this past season, 
Emily reached double-fig-
ures 28 times, with eight 
20-point games. 

Kiser also was a four-
time academic all-Big Ten 
and made the CoSIDA Ac-
ademic All-District team in 
2023 for her efforts in the 
classroom.

Buckley is beyond ec-
static about Kiser’s opportu-
nity to head to Europe and 
continue her hoops career in 
Greece.

“I am super happy for 
her! It will be an incredible 
opportunity for her as a play-
er and as a person. She is a 
smart, curious person that 
will take in everything while 
thriving in her new life she 
will be living for the next 
several months. I am sure she 
will take time to experience 
Greece and its incredible cul-
ture,” continued Buckley on 
her former Indiana All-Star.

She left the high school 
ranks in 2018 as the Millers’ 
fourth all-time in scoring, at 

the time, with 1,328 points 
(currently fifth), while also 
grabbing the most rebounds 
in Noblesville history with 
903.

Kiser averaged a dou-
ble-double with 21 points 
and 13.4 rebounds in her 
2017-18 senior year as a 
Miller. She was an Indiana 
All-Star, three-time All-
HCC, AP all-state 1st team, 
IBCA Supreme 15 and 
ranked No. 78 as a four-star 
recruit by ESPN HoopGurlz 
as a senior. These accolades 
alone make her one of the 
most-decorated Noblesville 
Miller girls basketball play-
ers of all-time.

Playing against some of 
the top teams and players 
in high school really helped 
Kiser prepare to play at the 
Big Ten level. The last two 
years as a starter at Michi-
gan has really gotten Emily 
in shape to play at an even 
higher level.

“In my years as a Miller 
I was able to play against re-
ally strong talent. Our sched-
ule, specifically the HCC, 
you had to take every oppo-
nent seriously on any given 
night. The Big Ten confer-
ence was the exact same way 
where at times there are six 
or more teams ranked in the 
top 25 in the country. Re-
gardless of national ranking 
though every team in the big 
ten could play and it made for 
a grueling schedule. I would 
think back to our sectional in 
high school that was loaded 
with talent,” stated Kiser. 

“My final game of my 
high school career was 
against my future teammate 
Amy Dilk and future B1G 
opponent Tomi Taiwo for 
Iowa, both from Carmel. 
Since then we’ve seen plenty 
of girls from our area contin-
ue on to both Michigan and 
the Big Ten, I got to play 
against that level of talent 
starting in high school,” con-

tinued Emily.
Kiser is pretty anxious to 

head overseas and jump at 
the opportunity to keep play-
ing her favorite game. After 
two consecutive seasons as a 
starter and leader for Michi-
gan, bigger dreams were on 
her mind beyond Ann Arbor.

“I had entered my name 
on the draft, however, at that 
point I still didn’t even have 
an agent. I was working hard 
to finish my masters degree 
and the last bit of college 
before I decided what my 
next journey was. Once the 
emotions of a long season 
and conclusion of my college 
career faded it was clear to 
me I wasn’t ready to be done 
with basketball. That's when 
I found an agent who helped 
me get in contact with teams 
in Europe and we found the 
best fit for me. I really want-
ed to be in a big city with lots 
to explore wherever I went,” 
said an optimistic Kiser. 

Kim Barnes Arico keeps 
producing pro players, the 
latest being Auburn’s Leigha 
Brown (DeKalb HS), like 
Hillmon, was drafted this 
year by Atlanta.

“Coach Arico gets the 
most out of her players. I 
had always thought I was a 
hard-working, hustle player 
before arriving at Michigan 
however coach Arico made 
me reevaluate quickly.  Her 
passion in coaching made 
me quickly realize I had 
more to give. I don’t think I 
ever took a single charge in 
high school and I finished 
my college career probably 
averaging two a game at 
least. A huge reason I think 
we found so much success,” 
said Kiser, speaking highly 
of her college coach. 

The impact Emily Kiser 
has had on both the Nobles-
ville and University of Mich-
igan basketball programs is 
just unparalleled. 

“I think it’s such a great 

example for the younger kids 
that are watching to hear 
about Emily’s story and to 
watch Emily’s progression,” 
stated Barnes Arico.

The local pipeline to Ann 
Arbor keeps growing and a 
tremendous reason for that 
is 2003 Indiana All-Star and 
Noblesville grad Sarah Van 
Metre. The Eastern Michigan 
University grad is an associ-
ate director of athletic com-
munications at the University 
of Michigan.

Van Metre couldn’t be 
happier. The former Miller 
just beams that they have 
some local talent on the ros-
ter, which has also included 
players from Zionsville, Car-
mel and Westfield.

“I loved getting to spend 
nearly five years with Emily 
while at Michigan. I was so 
excited when we got a com-
mitment from one of my 
fellow Noblesville natives. 
There is just something about 
being around people who are 
from the same place you 
are,” said Van Metre.

As the basketball contact 
for athletic communications, 
Van Metre has a different 
angle on the team, having a 
watchful eye on each and ev-
ery player.

“I loved watching her get 
better and better throughout 
her time. Everyone always 
talks about her senior season 
but for me, I loved how she 
contributed and played when 
everyone was in foul trouble 
in the first round of the 2021 
NCAA Tournament against 
Florida Gulf Coast. She gave 
great minutes and was a big 
reason the team advanced. 
That was so great to see and 
I am just so happy that she is 
continuing to play,” contin-
ued Van Metre.

Emily Kiser has set the 
bar high for Millers and 
Wolverines and will have 
a special impact for years 
to come on both programs. 

Numerous times, she has 
come back to Noblesville to 
visit her high school coaches 
and team, continuously giv-
ing the youngsters someone 
to look up to. She’s also al-
ready made a visit back to 
Michigan prior to the team’s 
recent trip to Italy.

Both programs have been 
lucky to have a player like 
Emily Kiser come through, 
showing what it takes to 
overcome obstacles and ad-
versity to get to where you 
want to be.

“Emily is one of the best 
role models for our pro-
gram and truly for any pro-
gram. She is a hard worker, 
great leader, and someone 
who takes a tremendous 
amount of pride in every-
thing she does. She is fun, 
a great teammate, and very 
thoughtful. Seeing her play 
at Michigan and represent 
our program was such a joy. 
Having her come and talk to 
our kids and stay connected 
to our program has made a 
tremendous difference to our 
program. Anytime you can 
have someone like Emily in 
the gym with the kids, it is 
going to be a good experi-
ence for everyone,” Buckley 
concluded.

The four Kiser kids have 
kept their parents Brian and 
Chris Kiser logging miles 
all over the Midwest and 
beyond to watch them play 
basketball. 

Emily's oldest sibling 
Jessica is a 2014 Nobles-
ville grad and played colle-
giately at Purdue Northwest 
(2014-18), brother John a 
2016 Miller alum played at 
Valparaiso University from 
2016-20 and younger sister 
Anna is 2020 Noblesville 
graduate, now in her senior 
season at IU Kokomo. 

Now, it's time for them 
to fly across the Atlantic 
Ocean to watch Emily play 
in Greece.

Kiser
from Page 13
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The REPORTER
The Sheridan girls soc-

cer team took care of West-
ern Boone 4-0 in a Thursday 
home game.

Norah Stites got the 
Blackhawks on the board 
by scoring her first goal of 
the season. Suri Birming-
ham scored next, with Ce-
cilia Timme making the 
assist, then Brielle Garner 
added a goal, assisted by 
Sadie Timme. That gave 
Sheridan 3-0 halftime lead, 
and Sadie Timme added a 
second-half goal.

The ‘Hawks play at the 
Paul Loggan Invitation-
al this weekend at North 
Central. Sheridan takes on 
Lafayette Central Catho-
lic at 5:30 p.m. this after-
noon, then plays Heritage 
Christian at 9 a.m. Saturday 
morning.

* * *
Sheridan’s boys team 

tied with Western Boone 
1-1 on Thursday in an away 
game.

Blackhawks senior 

Trai Fitzgerald scored in 
the 12th minute, of an as-
sist by Angel Cuatle. The 
Stars tied the game in the 
21st minute, and the score 
stayed tied for the remain-
der of the game. Sheridan 
goalkeeper Cayden Spencer 
made four saves.

* * *
Noblesville’s boys 

played to a 1-1 tie Thurs-
day in a Hoosier Crossroads 
Conference game with 
Brownsburg.

The Millers return home 
on Tuesday to take on West-
field in another HCC con-
test, and it will also be No-
blesville’s Pink Out game.

* * *
Westfield’s girls played 

to a 0-0 HCC tie with Zions-
ville on Wednesday.

The Shamrocks are 2-0-
1 in the conference and 5-0-
1 overall, and host Nobles-
ville on Wednesday.

* * *
The Westfield boys beat 

Zionsville 2-1 in a Wednes-
day HCC game, then 

dropped a Thursday game 
2-1 to Brebeuf Jesuit.

The Shamrocks are 2-1 

in the conference and 3-3 
overall and play Tuesday at 
Noblesville.
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The seasonal positions are ideal for individuals who possess a passion for delivering 
exceptional customer service and are interested in working on a vintage train. Seasonal 

positions will run from October through January 1st. Most shifts will be Friday, Saturday and/
or Sunday. Youth over the age of 16 are encouraged to apply. Interested applicants can apply 

online through our application form at  https://forms.gle/5gjy8oysyzUX1GaH8

Team members Needed!
seasoNal, ParT-Time PosiTioNs available Now

Full-Time assisTaNT direcTor
Nickel Plate Express is also in search of an Assistant Director to support our local non-profit 
organization. The Assistant Director will collaborate with our Executive Director in planning, 
executing, and providing exceptional train rides. Canidates should have experience in event 

planning, marketing, communication, computer skills, and social media. This is a salaried 
full-time position with a salary range of $38,000 - $42,000. This position will typically work 
Tuesday-Saturday, so weekend availability is a must.  If you are interested in this position, 

please send your resume to Emily at  ereynolds@nickelplateexpress.org

SPORTS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 1

FOOTBALL
Avon at Hamilton Southeastern, 7 p.m.

Detroit King at Carmel, 7 p.m.
Fishers at Noblesville, 7 p.m.

Guerin Catholic at Heritage Christian, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Central Catholic at Hamilton Heights, 7 p.m.

Sheridan at Tri-Central, 7 p.m.
Westfield at Zionsville, 7 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
University at Bethesda Christian, 5:30 p.m.

Paul Loggan Foundation Invitational - at North Central
Sheridan vs. Clinton Central, 5:30 p.m.
Noblesville vs. North Central, 7:30 p.m.

Carmel at Zionsville Invitational, 7:45 p.m.
TENNIS

Noblesville at Silver Creek Invitational, 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

www.HCTV2.comwww.HCTV1.com

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Wed Aug 30 - Girls Soccer
5:30 pm - Fishers vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
7:00 pm - Fishers vs Noblesville | Varsity | HCTV Sports

Thur Aug 31 - Volleyball
6:30 pm - Noblesville vs Fishes | Varsity | Fishers Sports Network

Fri Sept 1 - IHSAA Football
6:45 pm -  Roncalli vs Chatard | Indiana SRN6:45 pm -  Roncalli vs Chatard | Indiana SRN
6:45 pm -  Covenant Christian vs Scecina | Indiana SRN
6:45 pm -  Guerin vs Heritage Christian | Indiana SRN
6:45 pm -  Lafayette Central vs Hamilton Heights | Husky Sports Network
7:00 pm -  Avon at Hamilton Southeastern | Southeastern Sports Network
7:00 pm -  Tri-Central vs Sheridan | Bragg Sports Media
7:00 pm -  Fishers at Noblesville | HCTV Sports
7:15 pm -  Evansville Memorial vs Evansville Central | Indiana SRN 7:15 pm -  Evansville Memorial vs Evansville Central | Indiana SRN 

Sat  Sept 2 
9:30 am -  Noblesville vs Fishers | Freshman Football |Fishers Sports Network
1:05 pm -  Olivet @ Franklin | HCAC D3 Football | Indiana SRN
5:50 pm -  North Park vs Manchester University | HCAC D3 Football | Indiana SRN
6:45 pm -  Depauw vs Rose-Hulman | College Football | Indiana SRN

Upcoming Broadcasts

Photo by Dwight Casler
Sheridan’s Mackenzie Smith takes control of the 
ball during the Blackhawks girls team’s Thursday 
win over Western Boone.

The REPORTER
The Noblesville tennis 

team came from behind to 
beat Hamilton Southeastern 
Thursday in an all-county 
match at the Millers’ Tennis 
Complex.

The Millers won at 
No. 2 doubles, with Jack 
Brenneman and Coleman 
Kratz getting a straight-set 
victory. Noblesville’s other 
two match victories went to 
three sets, with No. 1 sin-
gles Ethan Feliciano com-
ing back from dropping a 
6-0 first set to win the next 
two, clinching the match by 
winning a third-set tiebreak 
10-8. At the same time, No. 
3 singles Zane Panning won 
his match in a third set, also 
coming back from losing the 
first set.

The Royals’ wins came 

from No. 2 singles Leo 
McVeigh and No. 1 doubles 
Logan Bill and Elliott Cox.

Match results now fol-
low:

No. 1 singles: Ethan 
Feliciano (N) def. Alex 
Piercy (HSE) 0-6, 6-2, 
7-6 (8)

No. 2 singles: Leo 
McVeigh (HSE) def. Park-
er Stallings (N) 6-1, 7-5

No. 3 singles: Zane 
Panning (N) def. Alex 
White (HSE) 2-6, 6-4, 6-4

No. 1 doubles: Logan 
Bill and Elliott Cox (HSE) 
def. Rory Bushong and 
Liam Shepard (N) 6-3, 
6-7 (6), 6-1

No. 2 doubles: Jack 
Brenneman and Cole-
man Kratz (N) def. Amay 
Kulkarni and Brady 
Stump (HSE) 6-2, 6-2

The REPORTER
The Hamilton Heights 

girls golf team picked up 
another dual meet win on 
Thursday.

The Huskies beat Clin-
ton Central 205-255. Cam-
ryn Runner was the meet 
medalist with a 48, tying 
her personal best. Presley 
Cherry was next with a 51, 
followed by Taylor Morri-
son 52, Tanner Penwell 54, 
Hadleigh Cherry 56, Alayna 
Kauffman 69 and MacKen-
zie Heinzman 71.  

* * *
Carmel won a three-

team meet at The Sagamore 
on Thursday.

The Greyhounds scored 
a 163 to Noblesville’s 170 
and Hamilton Southeast-
ern’s 183. Carmel’s Michae-
la Headlee and Noblesville’s 
Josie Kelley were co-med-
alists with a 38s. Carmel’s 
other scores were Claire 
Swathwood 40, Kamryn 
Williams 42 and Sophie 
Mock 42.

Janelle Garcia led the 
Royals with a 41, followed 
by Sophie Roberts 44, Alaina 
Sumner 46, Karolina Frans-
sen 52 and Laci Hart 54.

Blackhawks bring down Stars Millers catch up & 
take down Royals

Heights & Carmel pick
up wins on Thursday

Boys TennisSoccer

Girls Golf

Thanks for reading!
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