
The REPORTER
On Tuesday night, the City 

of Noblesville's outgoing Com-
mon Council members Brian 
Ayer, Greg O'Connor, and Dan 
Spartz attended their final coun-
cil meeting and were honored 
by their fellow councilors and 
Mayor Chris Jensen for their 
combined 38 years of service.

Councilor Brian Ayer is the 
longest-serving Noblesville 
Common Council member. 
During his 20 years of dedicat-
ed service, Ayer has served as 
council president twice and has 
been the chair of the council's 
roads, building & land acquisi-
tion, and wastewater commit-
tees. He also has been a member 
of the Noblesville Architecture 
Review Board. Since he began 
serving on the Council, Nobles-
ville's population has more than 
doubled. Ayer has been a prom-

inent voice for preserving the 
hometown charm of the com-
munity while funding necessary 
infrastructure and public safety 
enhancements. His vision and 
hard work were instrumental in 
the development of the Hamil-

ton Town Center, the Reimagine 
Pleasant Street east-west corri-
dor, the expansion of the city's 
trail network, the Levinson 
mixed-used development, the 
construction of a new eastside 
fire station, and the partnership 

with the county for the 146th 
Street corridor.

“Noblesville is a better com-
munity today because of Brian 
Ayer's service,” Mayor Jensen 
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ToDAy’S WeATher
Today: Mostly to

partly cloudy.
Tonight: Partly to

mostly cloudy.
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the bells 
to hear 
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Christmas tune!

Polka dots 
& happiness

ray adler
Ask Adler

COlUMNISTMy grandmother 
wore navy blue for 
dress, but for everyday 
her favorite color was 
red. One year she had 
a red dress with white 
polka dots. Grand-
daughter was a pre-
schooler. She liked red, 
too. She liked Gram's 
dress very much and 
wanted one like it. As 
luck would have it, she needed a dress.

Mother went shopping for polka dots. 
The first store had sold out. The second was 
“Sorry,” etc., etc. Pretty soon there were 
no more stores to try. Mother gave up. She 
got out the Sears & Roebuck catalog. There 
were no polka-dotted prints in it either.

Now Mother decided to order from the 
sale catalogue as she usually did. This time 
she ordered a remnant bundle. Each piece of 
fabric was of a guaranteed fabric content and 
no piece was shorter than three yards. Satis-
faction was guaranteed or your money back. 
The mail carrier brought the packages to the 
door and the whole arrangement was easier 
and cheaper than shopping at the local stores.

Have you guessed what the package in-
cluded? If you said a four-yard piece of Sears 
best cotton, red with white polka dots, you 
were correct! One little girl was very happy. 
There was more than enough cloth to make 
the dress. Little girls of that era wore slacks 
with dresses when the weather was cool, so 
mother made a pair of matching slacks.

Red dress plus red slacks equal happiness.

Embracing adversity
Recently, I was in-

terviewed for an article 
regarding my Muscular 
Dystrophy diagnosis. 
One of the interview 
questions led me to the 
thought and realization 
that every good qual-
ity that I embody has 
undoubtedly emerged 
from the adversities in 
my lifetime. A few that 
came to mind were perseverance, empathy, 
patience, compassion, and resilience.

The older I get, the clearer the view be-
comes when I look back on my lifetime, and 
the mountains I have climbed, in reference 
to my life with my disability. All that time, 
all those years of wrestling with myself and 
the uncertainty, insecurities and heartbreak 
that came with being undiagnosed for 44 
years, was not all for nothing. It was ALL 
for something. Something good. Something 
I never ever could have gotten from a life-
time with no hardships or challenges.

During the years of searching, I would 
get so frustrated because all I could think 
of was all the time that was wasted away 
during the search. I was too immersed and 
obsessed with the process to realize the 
good that was coming out of it all. My vi-
sion was clouded, but I persevered anyway.

I truly wouldn’t change it for the world. 
You may be thinking that’s easy to say now 
that you are on the other side of it, and sure, 
that’s right, but only partially true that I’m 
on the other side of it. I did get answers, but 
I’m still disabled. However, I see things in a 
new light. I see things with appreciation and 
hope for the future. Not every moment, but 
many. There are still bad days and times of 
frustration. That’s life.

I used to hear people talk about loving 
and accepting themselves, and that just felt 
so far away to me. It felt like this thing that 
I was certain I’d never get to experience in 
my lifetime. I couldn’t stand the sight of 
myself when I’d catch a glimpse in the re-
flection of a window or mirror and see my-
self walking. I was ashamed and felt embar-
rassed that people saw me that way. That’s 
how far from accepting myself that I was. 
Any self confidence that I portrayed was 
just a mask. On the inside I felt anything but 
confident, and certainly wasn’t living with 
any kind of inner peace. The people closest 
to me knew that, but most didn’t.

I did all this work to change my outward 
appearance. Eating healthy, working out the 
best I could. I wanted to feel good in my 
skin. I did change those outward appearanc-
es, but I never felt fully satisfied because I 
wasn’t looking inward, changing those de-
structive thoughts I had towards myself. I 
wondered why I couldn’t get to the place of 
acceptance of my full self.

aMy SHINNeMaN
Disability in the City

COlUMNIST

See Embrace . . . Page 2

Wreaths placed at graves of 
Revolutionary War veterans

The REPORTER
In conjunction with the Na-

tional Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca Day on Dec. 16, Horseshoe 
Prairie Chapter DAR members 
placed wreaths on the graves 
of four Revolutionary War pa-
triots: John Hair, Levi Hollo-
way, George Dale, and Davis 
Whelchel, Sr.

The Chapter participated in 
the Patriot Pair program by do-
nating wreaths for placement at 

veterans graves, and received 
wreaths to lay at the gravesites 
of Revolutionary patriots buried 
in Hamilton County. Members 
laying wreaths were Traci Rush 
and Pam Bollier at Hair Ceme-
tery, Cheryl Garlinger at Carey 
and Riverside cemeteries, and 
Ellen Germaine and Jane Tracey 
at Whelchel Cemetery.

It is the mission of the Na-
tional Wreaths Across America 
Day in December each year to 

“Remember, Honor and Teach 
by coordinating wreath-laying 
ceremonies at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, and at more 
than 3,400 additional locations 
in all 50 U.S. states, at sea 
and abroad.”   For more about 
Wreaths Across America, visit 
WreathsAcrossAmerica.org.

The National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) is a women’s service  or-
ganization whose members can 

trace their lineage to an individ-
ual who contributed to securing 
American independence during 
the Revolutionary War. Today’s 
DAR is dynamic and diverse, 
and over one million members 
have joined the organization 
since its founding in 1890. 

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about DAR mem-
bership, visit dar.org or con-
tact Shirley Hunter Smith at 
Shirley1776@yahoo.com.

Photos provided
Five members of the Horseshoe Prairie Chapter DAR placed wreaths on the graves of four local Revolutionary War 
soldiers. They include, from left, Traci Rush, Pam Bollier, Cheryl Garlinger, Ellen Germaine, and Jane Tracey.

Sheridan Education Foundation formed 
to benefit educators in school system

The REPORTER
New to Sheridan Commu-

nity Schools (SCS) is Sher-
idan Education Foundation, 
Inc. (SEFI) with a mission to 
provide grants to teachers to 
engage student learners in the 
classroom and beyond.

For decades, the Sher-
idan Community Schools 
Scholarship Foundation Fund 
has provided Sheridan High 
School graduates an oppor-
tunity to obtain scholarships 
for post-secondary opportu-
nities. This scholarship fund 
has been generously funded 
by the Sheridan community. 
However, there has not been 
an opportunity for Sheridan 
educators to have access for fi-
nancial assistance to introduce 
new and innovative programs 
within their classrooms and 
throughout the school. 

With the encouragement of 
SCS Superintendent Dr. David 
Mundy, a group of current and 
former Sheridan educators, 
parents, students, and commu-

nity members began research-
ing how to create a foundation 
similar to other schools in the 
county. Their goal was to find 
a way to financially support 
teachers in a more organized, 
sustainable, and broader man-
ner, and Sheridan Education 
Foundation Inc. was officially 
organized in August 2023.

The Foundation’s kick-off 
fundraising event was hosting 
an alumni dinner during the 
100th Sheridan Homecoming 
Celebration, and it is current-
ly planning a Jeeps and Wings 
event for Aug. 3, 2024.

Other means of financial 
support at this time include: 
SEFI is the recipient of a grant 
from the Hamilton County 
Board of Commissioners, sev-
eral very generous donations 
from educators and commu-
nity members, and donations 
from local businesses.

During this season of giving, 
SEFI is pleased to accept grant 
applications from SCS educa-
tors. In January, the applications 

will be reviewed and the first 
grants will be awarded by Feb-
ruary 2024. Future grant cycles 
will be determined and opened 
as fundraising continues, dona-
tions to the foundation accepted, 
and the financial capacity of the 
Foundation accelerates.

Anyone with questions 
about SEFI should contact an 
officer of the SEFI Board of Di-
rectors: Sharon Brimberry, Pres-
ident; Kim Zachery, Vice Presi-
dent; Jenna Jessup, Treasurer; or 
Jane Newblom, Secretary.

Any donations can be di-
rected to: Sheridan Education 
Foundation Inc., Attn. Jenna 

Jessup, 24195 Hinesley Road, 
Sheridan, IN 46069; by calling 
(317) 758-4172, or by going 
online at this link.
About Sheridan Education 

Foundation, Inc.
SEFI’s mission is to im-

prove student learning, to 
enhance the success of SCS 
students, and create and im-
prove student engagement in 
the classroom through the fi-
nancial support of innovative 
activities and programs creat-
ed and delivered by teachers, 
administrators, and staff of 
SCS. SEFI is a 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit entity.

Photo provided by City of Noblesville
(From left) Brian Ayer, Mayor Chris Jensen, Greg O’Connor, and Dan Spartz.

Retiring Common Council members
recognized for contributions to Noblesville

See Council . . . Page 2
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said. “He has been active in 
Noblesville as a business-
man, councilor, and volun-
teer. His accomplishments 
over the past two decades 
will have an impact in our 
community for generations 
to come. I'm grateful to have 
served alongside him, and I 
wish him all the best in his 
well-deserved retirement.”

Councilor Greg O'Con-
nor has served District 5 
on the council for 16 years. 
O'Connor served as the 
council president in 2016, 
2012, and 2009. He has 
been the chair of the coun-
cil's finance & economic 
development committees 
and a member of the No-
blesville Plan Commission. 
He has been instrumental in 
setting fiscal policy for the 
city and enhancing account-
ing and financial strategies 
in coordination with the city 
controller to promote stew-
ardship of taxpayer funds. 
O’Connor was instrumental 

in acquiring the Bridgestone 
Americas Tire Operations 
property between Division 
Street and Pleasant Street 
near downtown Noblesville, 
which the city acquired 14 
years after the closure of the 
manufacturing plants.

“I applaud Greg O'Con-
nor on his 16 years of ser-
vice to our community,” 
Mayor Jensen said. “He 
has played an instrumental 
part in the growth of our 
city while being responsible 
with taxpayer dollars. Greg 
has been an important part 
of our community and coun-
cil, and I wish him a happy 
and healthy retirement.”

Councilor Dan Spartz 
joined the council in 2021 
when he was elected via a 
caucus to fill former coun-
cilor Wil Hampton's re-
maining term on the No-
blesville Common Council. 
He chaired the council’s 
Wastewater Committee and 
was a member of the Public 

Safety Committee. He has 
also served as the street de-
partment liaison.

“Dan Spartz stepped up 
to serve our community on 
the Common Council and 
has been a part of transfor-
mational projects for our 
city,” Mayor Jensen said. 
“During his time on the 
council, he has had an im-
pact on the long-term growth 
opportunities in the City of 
Noblesville. I'm grateful he 
stepped in to serve and wish 
him a relaxing retirement.” 

At the conclusion of 
their final council meeting, 
Mayor Jensen presented 
each outgoing member with 
the Distinguished Hoosier 
Award on behalf of Gov. 
Eric Holcomb. The Distin-
guished Hoosier Award is 
one of the highest tributes 
given out by the State of In-
diana to its citizens.

“The City of Noblesville 
owes a debt of gratitude to 
Brian Ayer, Greg O’Connor, 

and Dan Spartz,” Council 
President Aaron Smith said. 
“Over the last four years, 
this council funded the 
Pleasant Street extension, 
supported our public safety 
officials at record levels, and 
moved crucial economic de-
velopment projects forward. 
I’m grateful for the support 
from all three of these coun-
cilors to ensure Noblesville 
continues to grow well.”

Beginning Jan. 1, 2024, 
the Noblesville Common 
Council will include Evan 
Elliott (At-Large); Darren 
Peterson (At-Large); Pete 
Schwartz (At-Large); Mike 
Davis (District 1); Todd 
Thurston (District 2); Aar-
on Smith (District 3); Mark 
Boice (District 4); Dave 
Johnson (District 5); and 
Megan Wiles (District 6). 
The elected officials were 
sworn into office on Dec. 
13 along with City Judge S. 
Matthew Cook, Mayor Jen-
sen, and Clerk Evelyn Lees.

When I got my diag-
nosis, it was like this gi-
ant boulder was removed 
from my shoulders. It was 
an emotional release to get 
that diagnosis, but also felt 
like a physical release of 
carrying that weight for so 
long. I finally knew me, all 
of me. It felt like home. I 
was connected on the in-
side and the outside. It was 

no longer like I was living 
with a stranger, but it felt 
more like living with an old 
and dear friend. There was 
immediate change with-
in me, and I began to heal 
from the many years of 
destructive self-talk. I still 
at times catch myself with 
the negative self-talk, old 
thought patterns are hard to 
overcome. I know my truth 

now though. 
Nothing about living 

a lifetime with a disabili-
ty has been easy, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s all bad. 
It takes humble courage 
to face adversity and view 
your adversities as life 
lessons and remain opti-
mistic. Don’t waste your 
time dwelling on the bad, 
but rather spend your time 

dwelling IN the GOOD. It 
will change you! Until next 
time …

Amy Shinneman is a for-
mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman.

Embrace
from Page 1

Council
from Page 1

Weather is unpredictable . . . Paul Poteet isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

Thanks for reading!
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Suzanna Hobson, Fall Creek Township
Nicole Duncan, Jackson Township
Dottie Young, Noblesville Township
Danielle Tolan, Washington Township
Diane Nevitt, Wayne Township
Jamie Rulon, White River Township
Jessica Layman, Bicentennial Coordinator

Thank you to every individual, organization 
and business that celebrated Hamilton County’s 

200th Anniversary throughout 2023. 

A special thank you goes to all of our 
BICENTENNIAL PARTNERS

That's a Wrap!

TOP PARTNERS

HAMCO HISTORY CLUB
American Structurepoint

Beck’s Hybrids

The Center for the Performing Arts

The Hamilton County Reporter

Hamilton County Community Foundation

Riverview Health

Spencer Farm and Winery

Towne Post Network

HISTORIAN
Current Publishing  |  Church, Church, Hittle & Antrim  |  Gaylor Electric

HAMCO HISTORY CLUB
GamifyTHAT!
Hamilton County Extension Homemakers
Nickel Plate Arts

Randall and Roberts Funeral Homes
Spring Valley Storage

STUDENT
Hamilton County Veterans Corporation  |  Rowland Printing

Our celebration would not have been possible without our 
Bicentennial Commission
Kathy Williams, Co-Chair
Kent Ward, Co-Chair
David Heighway, Hamilton County Historian
Brenda Myers, Hamilton County Tourism, Advisor
Ron Stone, Adams Township
Deborah Gangstad, Clay Township
Rick Fain, Delaware Township

Thanks also to our valuable volunteer committees
Book  |  Communications  |  Content Review  |  Event Management

https://www.hamcoturns200.com/
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FARMERS NATIONAL COMPANY
We are pleased to introduce our new 
Real Estate Agent and Farm Manager!

Phone: (317) 385-2738
Tipton, Indiana

PHitchings@FarmersNational.com
www.FarmersNational.com/PaytonHitchings

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Farm and Ranch Management • Energy Management • Appraisals 

Insurance • Consultations • Forestry Management • Hunting Lease Network • FNC Ag Stock

Payton Hitchings
Real Estate Agent & Farm Manager

Contact your local professional! 

Baby surrendered at
Carmel Fire Station first to 
be adopted under new law
New amendment eliminates foster 
care & expedites adoption process

The REPORTER
An infant surrendered in 

a Safe Haven Box at a Car-
mel fire station in August 
has been adopted by her for-
ever family. She is believed 
to be the first baby adopted 
through a new amendment 
to Indiana’s Safe Haven 
Law (I.C. 31-34-2.5, sec-
tions 1-6) that allows sur-
rendered newborns to be 
placed directly with a li-
censed child placing agency 

(LCPA) instead of the De-
partment of Child Services. 
The law went into effect on 
July 1. The baby was surren-
dered on Aug. 7.  

“The law prevents a 
child from languishing in the 
foster care system, instead 
placing them with an adop-
tive family within hours,” 
said Meg Sterchi, executive 
director of Adoptions of In-
diana. “Adoptions are final-
ized in three months, instead 
of 18 months to three years.” 

There are 110 safe ha-
ven baby boxes in Indiana 
that allow mothers in crisis 
to surrender their newborn 
safely, securely, and anon-
ymously if they are unable 
to care for it. The boxes are 
installed in exterior walls of 
fire stations and hospitals. 
Four babies have been sur-
rendered at Carmel Fire Sta-
tion No. 345 – the most for 
any baby box in the country.

Carmel Fire Chief David 
Haboush lobbied state law-
makers for the amendment 
in an effort to ensure the in-
fants are placed with an ad-
opted family sooner. 

“We make a point of stay-
ing with the babies in the hos-
pital until their family can be 
with them,” Chief Haboush 
said. “Firefighters exist to 
take care of human life, so 
this falls right into our wheel-
house. That is exactly what 
this law allows us to do.”  

Hamilton Superior 
Court 5 Judge David Najjar 
granted the baby’s adoption 

on National Adoption Day, 
Friday, Nov. 17.

“I could not be more 
thrilled,” Judge Najjar said 
at the hearing. “A lot of 
adoption cases will come 
through this courthouse to-
day, but none like this one. 
I am honored to be part of 
this, and I am honored to say 
I am granting this adoption.” 

“Babies are sensory be-
ings,” Sterchi added. “They 
learn everything from what 

they see, hear, touch, taste, 
and smell. This change to 
the Safe Haven law allows 
an infant to establish secu-
rity and stability as soon as 
possible by creating a con-
sistent sensory experience 
as soon as possible.” 

Anyone in need of a 
baby box or who wants to 
speak to a licensed coun-
selor can call the National 
Safe Haven crisis hotline at 
1-866-99BABY1.

Photo provided
Hamilton Superior Court 5 Judge David Najjar and 
the newly adopted baby who was surrendered in 
August at Carmel Fire Station No. 345.

Indiana leaders
pause action on water

pipeline for Boone 
County LEAP Project

By MICHAELA SPRINGER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Indiana state officials on 
Tuesday announced they will 
pause all action on the devel-
opment of a cross-county 
pipeline that would bring 
water to a high-tech research 
park near Lebanon.

The Greater Lafayette 
Commerce said in a release 
that the pipeline, which 
would transport water from 
Tippecanoe County to the 
LeAP district in Boone 
County, will be on hold un-
til the state receives results 

from a water study by the In-
diana Finance Authority. 

Indiana Governor Eric 
Holcomb along with state 
legislative leaders met on 
Friday with local govern-
ment and business leaders in 
Tippecanoe County to hear 
their concerns regarding the 
LEAP district and utilization 
of area water sources. 

The Indiana Finance Au-
thority took over the study 
from the Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation. 
The finance authority also 
said no more test wells will 
be drilled.

Greater Lafayette Com-
merce added that the results 
from the water test aren’t ex-
pected until next fall.

Thanks for 
reading!
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RESERVE TICKETS ONLINE AT

THEICEATGRANDJUNCTION.COM

OPEN THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, AND SATURDAYS

Open Mic Tuesdays 
7-10 p.m.

Trivia Wednesdays 
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Keyboardist 

Dave Lowe every 
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Live Music Dec. 22 - Tony Burton

Live Music At Pasto Italiano

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesday
(1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday December 22
Troye Kinnett

 Reservations Recommended 

17555 WilloWvieW Rd

Bien Mexicana
150 S Peru St, Cicero

The REPORTER
Carmel Utilities and Re-

public Services remind res-
idents that residential trash 
and recycling pick-up will 
be delayed by one day due 
to the Christmas and New 
Year holidays.

There will be no ser-
vice on Christmas Day; a 
one-day delay will begin on 

Dec. 26.
There will be no service 

on New Year’s Day; a one-
day delay will begin on Jan. 2.

The Carmel Household 
Hazardous Waste Collec-
tion Center will be closed 
Saturday, Dec. 23 through 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, and from 
Saturday, Dec. 30 through 
Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Upcoming delays in 
Carmel trash pickup

246th Street reopens in
eastern Hamilton County

Effective immediately, 246th Street between State 
Road 213 and Brehm Road is now open to all thru 
traffic. Thank you for your patience as the Hamilton 
County Highway Department completed the work for 
bridge repair.

Meeting Notice
The Fall Creek Township 

Board will meet to elect new board 
officers at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 2, 2024, at the Fall Creek 
Township Trustee’s Office, 11595 
Brooks School Road, Fishers.

Send Meeting
Notices to:  

News@ReadTheReporter.com

The REPORTER
In an effort to increase 

access to healthy food and 
beverages, Meijer is now 
offering SNAP participants 
special discounts on select 
milk products.

The initiative, called 
“Add Milk,” features 20 
percent off any brand or 
size of 1 percent and fat free 
milk and is thanks to a grant 
awarded recently by Auburn 
University’s Hunger Solu-
tions Institute that Meijer 
applied for earlier this year. 
Meijer is the largest retail-
er – and the only one in its 
six-state footprint – selected 

to partner on Healthy Flu-
id Milk Incentives (HFMI) 
projects, which were estab-
lished by the 2018 Farm Bill 
to promote milk as part of a 
healthy diet. 

“As a company com-
mitted to enriching lives in 
the communities we serve, 
we’re pleased to partner 
with Auburn University 
to give families easier ac-
cess to milk,” Meijer Vice 
President of Grocery Calli 
Schmid said. “Milk is an 
excellent source of vitamins 
and minerals and our in-
volvement in this program 
offers another opportunity 

to stretch our customers’ 
dollars further.” 

The milk discounts ap-
ply for purchases made on-
line and in-store at all Meijer 
supercenters, neighborhood 
markets and Express loca-
tions, and will remain in 
effect until March 30, 2024.

In addition to the new 20 

percent off milk discounts 
for SNAP participants, Mei-
jer is also continuing to of-
fer a 10 percent discount on 
SNAP purchases of quali-
fying produce thanks to a 
waiver granted by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
last year, and free Home De-
livery for SNAP customers.

Meijer now offering SNAP participants 
discount on select milk purchases

The REPORTER
Here’s some food for 

thought:
There are 22,370 

food-insecure people in 
Hamilton County. At three 
meals a day, 365 days a year, 
that’s 24,495,150 meals – a 
lot to comprehend.

The good news? Ham-
ilton County Harvest Food 
Bank isn’t doing this on 
their own. Many friends and 
neighbors just need a little 
help; SNAP and other food 
assistance helps with a large 
amount. There is a tremen-
dous food support network 
in Hamilton County.

This year, HCHFB pro-
vided 180,500 meals. This 
may seem like a very small 
portion of the total need, but 
consider how even just one 
healthy meal can make a dif-
ference.  

That’s HCH Food 
Bank’s goal: keep provid-
ing healthy meals, every 
day of the year, year in and 
year out. Over 1.5 million 
healthy meals have helped 
local friends and neighbors 
since HCHFB began. 

… and maybe that one 
healthy meal that was pro-

vided today made all the 
difference.

How can you help?
As 2023 comes to a 

close and you finalize your 
year-end giving decisions, 
have you considered how 
your charitable donations 
can impact HCHFB’s mis-
sion?

The Hamilton County 
Harvest Food Bank is rec-
ognized as a tax-exempt 
charitable organization un-
der section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.

Please keep your email 
donation receipt, mailed 
donation thank you letter, 
or your canceled check as 
your official record for tax 
purposes.

Most importantly, your 
charitable donations will 
impact the local communi-
ty year-round by providing 
food and network support 
throughout Hamilton Coun-
ty in 2024.

You can also help by or-
ganizing a food drive. Click 
here for more information.

* * *
Learn more about Ham-

ilton County Harvest Food 
Bank at hchfoodbank.org.

Photo provided

Donate to Hamilton County 
Harvest Food Bank as

part of your year-end giving

Photo provided
These hardworking volunteers did their part to help 
HCH Food Bank “fill the barrel” and feed neighbors 
in need across Hamilton County this year.
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Experience the 
Magic of the Carmel 
Christkindlmarkt!
November 18-December 24
CarmelChristkindlmarkt.com

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
10055 E 186th St


Noblesville, IN 46060

(317) 773-3669


office@clc-in.org

www.clc-in.org


Facebook Christ Lutheran Noblesville


All are welcomed to join us as we celebrate Advent and Christmas 
the entire month of December! 

Sunday Services 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays Advent Dinners 5:30 p.m
Thursday Services 7:00 p.m.

Dec 17th Children's Program with Hymn 
Sing 10:30ish a.m.

Sunday Service on Dec. 24th 9:00 a.m. 
Dec. 24th The Service of Lessons and 

Carols 7:00 p.m. 
Dec. 24th Candlelight 11:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Celebration 10:00 am

The King-Priest who came to Die for You

Be a shining
star for Janus
Make a difference in the life of

a person with a disability today
Submitted

As the end of 2023 ap-
proaches, the people at Ja-
nus Developmental Services 
reflect on the past year and 
are grateful for generous 
donors, like you, who have 
supported them. You have 
touched many lives as Ja-
nus works hard to provide 
meaningful opportunities 
and accessibility to adults 
with disabilities. 

There is still time to 
make an impact this year. 
Choose Janus for your year-
end giving. Janus will use 
donations of any size, big or 
small, to make a difference 
in the lives of many. All do-
nations are tax-deductible, 
and you’ll receive a receipt 
right away via email.

How to give
• online: Go to tinyurl.

com/DonateToJanus.

• By mail: Janus Devel-
opmental Services Attn: Jer-
ry Jamison, 1555 Westfield 
Road, Noblesville, IN 46062

• In person: Call Jerry 
Jamison at (317) 773-8781 

ext. 100
However you choose to 

give, thank you for being on 
a mission with Janus. Your 
contribution makes a world 
of difference.

Photo provided by Janus Developmental Services

Letter to the Editor

Remnant Trust launches website 
to broaden public’s exposure

to country’s historical artifacts
Dear Editor:
Explore the Remnant Trust collection 

of historical artifacts. Our books are old, 
but they're not musty!

The informative content represented 
in the Remnant Trust's Collection serves 
as a wonderful catalyst for inspiring in-
quiry into the world's most important 
questions. Just as people over the past 
4,000 years have stewarded the wonder-
ful items in our Collection, with your sup-
port, we continue this important steward-
ship, not only of books and manuscripts, 
but importantly of the ideas they contain. 
Our books are old, but they're not musty.

Questions we continue to pursue 
through our programming include the 
role of religion and culture in society, the 
importance of equality under the law, the 
Commanding Heights of the Economy, 
and the necessity of civic engagement all 
encapsulated in the essential opportunity 
for ongoing education.

These passions drive every aspect 
of our programming and exhibits. In 
2023, we've reached over 50,000 people 
through the Great Conversation Series, 
hosting exhibits all around the country, 
and offering exciting online content via 
six different channels. Our programming 
has provided valuable intellectual stimu-
lus to those as young as 10 years old up to 
those in their 90s.

Looking forward to 2024
The Trust's mission accomplishments 

in 2023 have strengthened our momen-
tum and commitment in 2024. We are 
planning exciting addressing the impact 
of social media on democracy; events fea-
turing the words of Frederick Douglass 
set to jazz; investigating AI and medical 
ethics through Frankenstein; and revisit-
ing Adam Smith's works through a lens of 
morality, economics, and the politics of 
freedom.

Our continued partnerships with the 
Indiana Historical Society, the Columbia 
Club and many other organizations con-
tinue to expand our reach. In addition, we 

currently have dozens of inquiries for pro-
grams in 2024 across the country where 
the important ideas contained in our can 
inspire a new generation of people to 
thoughtfully face challenges of our mod-
ern and increasingly global lives.

In an effort to make our programming 
even more accessible to those around 
the globe and to the younger generation, 
we've launched the Remnant Trust web-
site, remnantTrust.org. You can find 
and explore it online, where it is thought-
fully divided into three distinct ages, to 
immerse yourself in the rich tapestry of 
the people, works, and ideas that have 
shaped the world. With the capacity to 
grow to include all 1,600 items in the Col-
lection, it has launched with 42 authors 
and 60 works.

We continue to develop strategic part-
nerships with like-minded organizations 
to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence in 2026. 
Please contact us at info@remnanttrust.
org for ways to get involved in this im-
portant milestone for our country.

As we pursue these opportunities, we 
recognize your support is what enables 
our efforts and expands our reach. As you 
consider your year-end giving opportuni-
ties, we welcome your thoughtful contri-
bution to furthering our important mission 
to use old books that aren't even slightly 
musty to inspire inquiry into the world's 
most important questions. You can access 
our secure giving portal at remnanttrust.
org/donate. Together, we can add our 
contribution to that of the hundreds of 
authors our Collection represents in our 
quest to shape the future we seek for our-
selves and our children — one that shines 
brightly on a new day and a new era.

Great ideas belong to everyone!
The Remnant Trust, Inc. is located at 

121 Monument Circle, Suite 612, India-
napolis.

Chris Talley
Chairman & CEO
The Remnant Trust, Inc.

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of The Reporter, its publisher
or its staff. You can submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to

News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your phone number and city
of residence. The Reporter will publish one letter per person per week.
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

Lt. Gov. Crouch selects
Terre Haute Mayor Bennett

to lead Indiana Office of
Community & Rural Affairs

The REPORTER
Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch 

announced Monday that 
Terre Haute Mayor Duke 
A. Bennett will become the 
new Executive Director of 
the office of Community 
and rural Affairs (OCRA).

Bennett will begin in his 
new role at OCRA in India-
napolis on Jan. 8, 2024.

“The next chapter in In-
diana’s history is quality of 
life, in large and small com-
munities around the state, 
and Mayor Bennett under-
stands this,” said Lt. Gov. 
Suzanne Crouch, Indiana’s 
Secretary of Agriculture 
and Rural Development. 
“As communities and cities 
strive to build economically 
thriving places where peo-
ple want to live, work, and 
grow, Mayor Bennett will 
spread the collaborative 
spirit he cultivated in Vigo 
County around the state. In-
diana will be in good hands 
with Mayor Bennett leading 
the Indiana Office of Com-
munity and Rural Affairs 
into the future.”

Bennett, who is from 
Terre Haute, is finishing his 
last term as that city’s mayor. 
He was first elected mayor in 
2007, and his four terms ties 
him for second-longest serv-
ing mayor in Terre Haute 

history. In addition to be-
ing mayor, Bennett has also 
served as a Special Deputy 
Sheriff with the Vigo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department for 
more than 20 years.

He sits on the board of 
Accelerate Indiana Munici-
palities (AIM), which is an 
organization representing 
more than 460 cities and 
towns as members. AIM’s 
goal is to help shape the 
dynamic municipalities of 
the future and make gov-
ernment work better for the 
benefit of all Hoosiers.

“I am thankful and hon-
ored for this opportunity 
from Lt. Gov. Crouch,” 
Bennett said. “As a four-
term mayor, it’s obvious I 
love the city of Terre Haute. 
But, I am equally passionate 
about the state of Indiana, 
and I am excited I have the 
opportunity to work with 
mayors, township boards 
and local officials all around 
that state who all share a 
common goal of making 
their communities – and In-
diana – the best it can be.”

Bennett graduated with 
an A.S. from Indiana Voca-
tional Technical College in 
1980 and earned his B.S. 
in Business Administration 
from Indiana Wesleyan Uni-
versity in 2006.

Senator Mike Braun & colleagues
introduce bill to hold ATF accountable
The REPORTER

U.S. Senator Mike 
Braun has reintroduced the 
ATF Accountability Act 
to provide transparency to 
gun owners across Amer-
ica on rules made by the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explo-
sives (ATF).

The ATF engages in 
a classification review 
process where the agen-
cy makes decisions about 
whether a particular fire-
arm is regulated by the 
National Firearms Act. 
Decisions and justification 
for decisions are often only 
made available to manu-

facturers in pri-
vate correspon-
dence.

“This causes 
a lot of uncer-
tainty for both 
g u n - o w n i n g 
Americans and 
firearm manufac-
turers, especially 
in combination 
with the ATF’s refusal to 
make final public rules 
regarding classification,” 
Sen. Braun said.

Senators Barrasso, Cra-
mer, Crapo, Daines, Haw-
ley, Hoeven, Hyde-Smith, 
Lankford, Lummis, Mar-
shall, Mullin, Risch, and 

R. Scott cospon-
sored the legisla-
tion. 

“ A m e r i c a n 
gun owners and 
manufacturers 
have been left in 
the dark for far 
too long with 
closed-door rule 
changes by the 

ATF,” Sen. Braun said. 
“Americans exercising 
their Second Amendment 
rights shouldn’t be the last 
to know the classification 
status of firearms, or what 
licenses or tax stamps they 
need to avoid running 
afoul of the law. The ATF 

needs accountability and 
transparency, which this 
bill accomplishes.”

The ATF Accountabili-
ty Act :

• Creates an appeals 
process following a ruling 
by ATF with specific regu-
lar timeframes

• Permits gun manufac-
turers to appeal the legal 
status or classification of 
any product by filing with 
the Director of Industry 
Operations with jurisdic-
tion. After which, the ap-
peal is directed to an ad-
ministrative law judge

Click here to read the 
full text of the bill.

Braun

By KODY FISHER
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Medicaid in Indiana is 
projected to have a nearly 
billion-dollar deficit over the 
next few years. 

The Family and Social 
Services Administration, or 
F.S.S.A., presented the stag-
gering numbers to the state 
budget committee Tuesday 
morning. 

“How did this happen?” 
asked Democrat State Rep. 
Ed DeLaney during the bud-
get meeting.

The F.S.S.A. fielded 
tough questions from the 
budget committee about how 
the deficit happened. 

The administration ex-
plained that their previous 
forecast in April was not us-
ing the most up-to-date data. 
At the same time, there was 
an increase in the number of 
people using and enrolling in 
Medicaid.

“All of that together ac-
tually prompted this chal-
lenge,” Cris Johnston, di-
rector of the Indiana Office 
of Management and Budget, 
said. 

The F.S.S.A. said what 
they’re doing right now to 
prevent miscalculations from 
happening again. Medicaid 
Director at the F.S.S.A. Cora 
Steinmetz said that the ad-
ministration is “monitoring 
really, on a monthly basis at 
a very detailed level around 
enrollment and expenditures, 
utilization, so we can see 
very close to real-time what 
might be driving increases in 
cost and respond appropri-
ately.”

DeLaney asked during 
the meeting, “So, I guess I 
have to assume that those 
careful and important mea-
sures have not been em-
ployed up until now?”

“We have an opportuni-
ty to improve in the level of 

detail we are reviewing that 
type of information,” said 
Steinmetz.

“I’ll take that as a yes, 
thank you,” was DeLaney’s 
response. 

In a statement, Indiana 
Gov. Eric Holcomb pointed 
to money in the state’s re-
serve funds as a way to help 
cover the cost of the project-
ed deficit.

“The Medicaid forecast 
reveals there is work to be 
done. We have begun a deep 
dive to understand the fac-
tors driving the spending in-
creases and what is causing 
the unanticipated growth. 
In the meantime, we will be 
able to mitigate the fiscal im-
pact while continuing to de-
liver needed services thanks 
to a healthy reserve,” he said.

Democrat State Rep. 
Greg Porter fears Republi-
cans will try to cut programs 
to make up for the shortfall. 
“There are dollars there 

that we can backfill those 
shortfalls. So, it can’t be all 
cuts, because I know that’s 
what they’re trying to do is 
anticipate and create an at-
mosphere of having to cut 
people off the program vs. 
giving people the services 
that they need in regard to 
healthcare,” he said. 

Republican State Senator 
Ryan Mishler said, “This is a 
forecast, so this is long-term. 
Currently, we’re in good 
shape. Fortunately, we have 
a year before the next budget 
to work on this.”

As lawmakers on the 
budget committee came to 
terms with the projected 
Medicaid budget, there was 
a consistent message to the 
F.S.S.A. about the future.

“It can’t happen again,” 
Mishler said. 

I-Team 8 will continue to 
follow this developing story 
to find out how it will impact 
people on Medicaid.

‘How did this happen?’: Indiana lawmakers
concerned as Medicaid faces billion-dollar deficit

Thanks for reading
The RePoRTeR!

For more news, visit
ReadTheReporter.com
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Today’s BiBLE REading
Jacob Arrives in Paddan Aram

While he was still talking with them, Rachel 
came with her father’s sheep, for she was a 
shepherd. When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of 
his uncle Laban, and Laban’s sheep, he went over 
and rolled the stone away from the mouth of the 
well and watered his uncle’s sheep. Then Jacob 
kissed Rachel and began to weep aloud. He had 
told Rachel that he was a relative of her father and 
a son of Rebekah. So she ran and told her father.

As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, 
his sister’s son, he hurried to meet him. He 
embraced him and kissed him and brought him 
to his home, and there Jacob told him all these 
things. Then Laban said to him, “You are my own 
flesh and blood.”

 Genesis 29:9-14 (NIV)
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11256 Winding Wood Ct. 
Indianapolis • $239,900

This open concept condo is move-in ready,  
2 BR, 2 BA family room with gas fireplace, eat-in 
kitchen with granite counters, breakfast bar, tile 
floor, pantry, appliances stay, main BR ensuite  

with walk-in tile shower, large 2-car garage, patio 
with retractable awning. BLC#21945183 

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom 
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with 

quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to 
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville • $589,900

317.439.3258 Peggy or 317.695.6032 Jennifer

18865 Wimbley Way
Noblesville • $289,900

This 3BR, 2BA  ranch is located in family friendly 
Fairfield Farms, huge great room w/doors leading to 
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry, 

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water 
softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence, roof & gutters 2021. 

BLC#21949582

NEW PRICE!

PENDING

Peggy

Jennifer

Speak to Deak.com

SOLD!

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville • $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen 
with center island and newer SS appliances, 

spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like 
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-
retractable awning, paver patio, basketball  
court and cute she shed. BLC#21949680

SOLD!

dennis Lee Zelhart
december 19, 1939 – december 19, 2023

Dennis Lee Zelhart, 84, Fishers, passed away on Tues-
day, December 19, 2023, at Country-
side Family-First Senior Living in An-
derson. He was born on December 19, 
1939, to Elmer and Jeanette (Gevert) 
Zelhart in Chicago, Ill.

For 35 years, Dennis worked for 
Western Electric/AT&T as a tool and die 
maker. He coached little league baseball 
and was a member of Hamilton 533 Ma-
sonic Lodge. Dennis served at the Fish-

ers Community Volunteer Fire Department back in the 60s 
and 70s and was chief in 1969. He enjoyed working in the 
machine shop as well as hunting, fishing, and woodworking.

He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, Scott and 
Jennifer Zelhart; sister, Rene Woods; and brothers, John 
Zelhart and Mike Zelhart.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Visitation will be from 1 to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, Janu-

ary 6, 2024, at Randall & Roberts Fishers Mortuary, 12010 
Allisonville Road, Fishers. Eulogy and comments will be-
gin at 2:30 p.m. at the funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to Humane Soci-
ety for Hamilton County, 10501 Hague Road, Fishers, IN 
46038 (hamiltonhumane.com); or English Springer Res-
cue America, Inc., 1025 Rose Creek Drive, Suite 620-305, 
Woodstock, GA 30189 (springerrescue.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Franciscan Health updates 
visitor restrictions for its
central Indiana hospitals

The REPORTER
With increasing activ-

ity of respiratory viruses 
such as flu, COVID-19, and 
RSV, Franciscan Health 
hospitals in Indianapolis, 
Mooresville, and Carmel 
are implementing new vis-
itation restrictions.

These changes only af-
fect inpatient areas and do 
not apply to outpatient de-
partments. The following 
policy goes into effect to-
day, Dec. 21:

• Visitors must be at 
least 18 years of age.

• If visiting a patient 
who has respiratory symp-
toms, visitors are asked to 
keep a mask on and do not 
visit the cafeteria, coffee 
& gift shops, or waiting 
rooms.

• Those having symp-
toms suggestive of respira-
tory illness, including, but 
not limited to: cough, fever, 
shortness of breath, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nose, 
body aches, diarrhea, tired-
ness, headache and vomit-
ing, will not be allowed to 
visit.

• Visitors should con-
tinue to practice good hand 
hygiene. 

• Only two visitors per 
patient are allowed to visit 
at a time (excluding cler-
gy who are part of the care 
team). 

• Visitation hours are 
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The new policies are be-
ing implemented with input 
from Franciscan Alliance 
leadership and in accor-
dance with guidelines from 
the CDC, Indiana Depart-
ment of Health, and Marion 

County Health Department.
The rate of influen-

za-like illness (ILI) reported 
in patients at Marion Coun-
ty emergency departments 
this year has been 4.63 
percent, the second-highest 
year for cases. ILI is defined 
as a temperature of 100°F 
or greater with a cough and/
or sore throat. 

Franciscan Health urg-
es everyone age 6 months 
and older to get a flu shot as 
the first and most important 
step for protecting against 
flu viruses.

Submitted
The Sheridan Public Li-

brary, 103 W. 1st St., has all 
sorts of fun activities avail-
able for all ages. See the list 
below and visit sheridan.lib.
in.us for more information. 
Support your local library!

Babies & Toddlers
Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 at 

11 a.m.: Baby Time (0-18 
months)

Jan. 11, 18 at 11 a.m.: Dis-
covery Time (18-36 months)

Preschool
Jan. 11, 19, 26 at 11 a.m.: 

Story Time (ages 3-6)
Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31 at 11 

a.m.: Mindful Movements 
(ages 2-6)

Jan. 27 at noon: Spidey 
+ Friends Feast (ages 2-7)

Grades K-5
Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30 from 3 

to 5 p.m.: Lego Club
Jan. 18 at 1 p.m.: Home-

school Event
Grades 6-12

Jan. 11 at 4 p.m.: Poke-
ball Origami Box

Jan. 18 at 1 p.m.: Home-
school Event

Jan. 25 at 4 p.m.: TAB 
Game Day

Adults
Jan. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 at 

11 a.m.: Needle Crafters
Jan. 9 at 3 p.m.: Adult 

Bingo (sponsored by Robert 
Owen)

Jan. 15 at 6 p.m.: Pinners
Jan. 17 at 5:30 p.m.: 

Sheridan Readers: The Per-
sonal Librarian by Marie 
Benedict

All Ages
Jan. 10 at 6 p.m.: Family 

Science Night (Registration 
required)

Jan. 12 at 6 p.m.: Bingo 
Night, Free Event

Jan. 20 at 6 p.m.: Winter 
Concert Series presented by 
The Farmers Bank: Breanna 
Faith

* * *
For more information on 

programming and services, 
please visit sheridan.lib.
in.us.

Sheridan Public Library
has full January calendarSHARe 
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The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

Opportunity. This space is 
ready for anything you can 

dream of! Updated electrical 
and HVAC– the guts are 
there. Newer roof! Some 
improvements. It’s a shell 

ready for your vision!

Alexandria 
Indiana, 46001
14,502 Sq Ft | $180,000

218 N Harrison Street

Joshua Herd
Photographer

Specializes in 
senior portraits, 
family portraits, 
events/sports

317-670-4645 • jhjphotos@yahoo.com

joshuaherdphotography.com 

The REPORTER
The Carmel wrestling 

team scored a solid tour-
nament win last Saturday 
in the Kyle Osborn Invita-
tional at McCutcheon. The 
Greyhounds scored 211 
points for the team victory, 
with the host Mavericks the 
runners-up at 182.5 points.

Carmel scored points 
in every weight class at the 
meet and had three individu-
al champions. Carlo Federi-
ci won at 106 pounds, Tamir 
Halevi took the 113-pound 
division with a technical 
fall in the final, and Jackson 
Schmidt was the winner at 
150 pounds.

An additional three 
Greyhounds were run-
ners-up in their weight 
class. Jacob Gardner placed 
second at 120, as did Caleb 
Mattingly at 132 and Drew 
VanBibber at 165. Three 
more Carmel wrestlers took 
third: Jairo Ojeda-Cortes at 
157, Alex Ryan at 175 and 
Killian Miller at 285.

Other Greyhounds place 
winners were Ben Gardner 
(fourth at 126), Alex Agee 
(fifth at 126), Elijah Pen-
quite (fifth at 144), Adel 
Navarrete (fifth at 190), Wil-
liam Massey (fifth at 215), 
Arty Bryant (fifth at 285), 
Jackson Timmons (sixth at 
165) and Tyler Elliot (sev-

enth at 138).
* * *

Carmel did not rest on 
its laurels after its win at 
McCutcheon. Instead, the 
Greyhounds took on Cen-
ter Grove, the No. 3-ranked 
team in IndianaMat.com’s 
Class 4A top 10 rankings on 
Wednesday.

The Trojans were in 
control of the match ear-
ly and eventually won the 
dual 57-10. Carmel got two 
wins: Ryan got a fall at 175 
pounds, then Halevi took 
the 113-pound match with a 
16-5 major decision.

“We thought our fight was 
good today,” said Greyhounds 
coach Ed Pendoski. “We got 
positions we need to get better 
at. We’re happy with where 
we’re at. We’re looking for-
ward to going to break. We’re 
looking forward to training 
for the postseason.”

* * *
Fishers traveled to Jef-

fersonville last Saturday to 
compete in the 2023 Jeff 
Classic. The Tigers finished 
third out of 27 teams in a 
very close meet: Oldham 
County (Ky.) was the meet 
champion with 237 points, 
Bloomington South the run-
ner-up with 236.5, points, 
then Fishers scored 229.5 
points to get the bronze.

The Tigers had one indi-

vidual champion at the meet. 
Junior Chayce Yant flew 
through the 126-pound divi-
sion, winning two matches 
by fall and his other two by 
technical fall. One of those 
tech falls came in the cham-
pionship bout, where Yant 
defeated Oldham County’s 
Aeson Springer 15-0.

Will Hruskoci was the 
runner-up at 113 pounds, 
while Xavier Smith took 
second at 165. Fishers also 
got three third-place finish-
ers: Teyon Leonard at 138, 
Diego Carabano at 175 and 
Julian Burgett at 190. Other 
place winners for the Tigers 
were Aiden Lamb (fifth at 
132), Stephen Breck (sixth 
at 150), Seth Lamb (seventh 
at 106), Owen Ingalls (sev-

enth at 120) and Camden 
Funk (eighth at 157).

* * *
Hamilton Heights placed 

fifth in the John McKee Me-
morial Invitational last Sat-
urday at Rochester.

Two Huskies wrestlers 
finished first in their weight 
classes. Jaylyn Pugh was the 
winner at 144 pounds, while 
Michael Cain triumphed at 
157 pounds. Cooper Dou-
cette was the runner-up at 
113 pounds, with Carson 
Fettig placing second at 150.

Kendall Moe took third 
at 106 pounds. Other place 
winners were Alex Furst 
(fourth at 138), Andrew 
Latits (fifth at 285), Aiden 
Furst (seventh at 165), Josh 
Getchell (eighth at 120).

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Carmel’s Alex Ryan got a pin at 175 pounds 
during the Greyhounds’ match with Center 
Grove on Wednesday.

SPoRTS SCHedUle
Thursday, Dec. 21
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Hamilton Heights at Blackford, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING/DIVING

University at Lebanon, 6 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 22
BOYS BASKETBALL

Carmel at Cathedral, 7:30 p.m.
Fishers at Center Grove, 7:30 p.m.

Huntington North at Westfield, 7:30 p.m.
Lebanon at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.

Noblesville at Anderson, 7:30 p.m.
Roncalli at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Westfield vs. Fort Wayne North Side, 5 p.m. at Trine University

Fishers at Fort Wayne Carroll, 7:30 p.m.
Guerin Catholic at Ivy Tech Invitational, TBA at Whiteland

University at Carroll Holiday Tournament, TBA
Bedford North Lawrence Classic

Lake Central vs. Bedford North Lawrence, 10:30 a.m.
Lawrence Central vs. Noblesville, noon

Consolation game, 6 p.m.
Championship game, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS WRESTLING
Carmel at Mooresville Holiday Classic, 9 a.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections to 
sports@readthereporter.com.

The REPORTER
The Hamilton South-

eastern girls basketball 
team put together an over-
whelming win at Cathedral 
on Tuesday.

The Class 4A No. 2 
Royals beat the Irish 65-31. 
Southeastern had a fantas-
tic defensive effort in the 
first quarter, shutting out 
Cathedral 18-0. The Royals 
then led 31-4 at halftime.

Maya Makalusky 
scored 27 points, while 
Abigaile Brown hit three 
3-pointers on her way to 

11 points. Zoe Lawless 
collected eight rebounds 
and dished out four assists. 
Kayla Stidham had five 
steals and four assists, with 
Kennedy Holman making 
four steals.

Southeastern is 12-1 
and is off until next Thurs-
day, Dec. 28, when it be-
gins play at the Paul Log-
gan Memorial Invitational 
at North Central. The Roy-
als take on Decatur Central 
at 10 a.m. Southeastern 
plays the host Panthers the 
next day (Dec. 29) at 5 p.m.

HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 65,
CATHEDRAL 31

Southeastern FG FT TP PF
Maya Makalusky 10-12 6-6 27 0
Kennedy Holman 4-8 0-0 8 2
Kayla Stidham 2-4 2-3 6 1
Zoe Lawless 1-3 2-2 5 0
Addison Van Hoesen 0-1 0-0 0 1
Kayla Brinley 3-7 1-2 8 1
Antonette Green 0-0 0-0 0 0
Abigaile Brown 4-5 0-1 11 1
Hannah Wade 0-0 0-0 0 0
Tommi Burton 0-0 0-0 0 1
Kenley Johnson 0-1 0-0 0 2
Abigail Orme 0-1 0-0 0 0
Totals 24-42 11-14 65 9

Score by Quarters
Southeastern 18 13 21 13 – 65
Cathedral 0 4 13 14 – 31
Southeastern 3-point shooting (6-9) Brown 3-3, Makalusky 1-2, 
Brinley 1-2, Lawless 1-1, Stidham 0-1.
Southeastern rebounds (24) Lawless 8, Holman 3, Green 3, Van 
Hoesen 3, Makalusky 2, Brown 2, Brinley 1, Stidham 1, Burton 1.

Reporter photo by Julie Brown
Fishers’ Xavier Smith (left) bumped up to 175 pounds for Tuesday’s Mudsock 
match, but he is ranked 12th in the IndianaMat.com 165-pound rankings and 
third in that class in the website’s New Castle semi-state rankings. Pictured 
at right is Hamilton Southeastern’s Landon Hicks.

The REPORTER
Hamilton County wres-

tlers are holding their own 
when it comes to state rec-
ognition in the IndianaMat.
com rankings.

Fifteen county athletes 
are ranked across nine dif-
ferent weight classes. The 
website lists its top 20 wres-
tlers in each class, with the 
exception of 285 pounds, 
which has 30 wrestlers.

Fishers leads the local 
schools with four ranked 
wrestlers, while Hamilton 
Heights has three. One of 
them is Kendall Moe, who 
is rated first in the girls 
100-pound rankings and 
18th among the boys. 

These rankings were as 
of Dec. 13.

106 pounds: 18. Kendall 
Moe, Hamilton Heights.

120 pounds: 8. Porter 
Temples, Westfield; 10. Chayce 
Yant, Fishers.

126 pounds: 17. Peter 
Nguyen, Guerin Catholic.

138 pounds: 18. Teyon 
Leonard, Fishers.

150 pounds: 3. Michael 
Major, Carmel; 11. Carson Fet-
tig, Hamilton Heights, 20. Adam 
Gerstner, Hamilton Southeast-
ern.

157 pounds: 13. Michael 
Cain, Hamilton Heights; 14. 
Aidan Kincaide, Noblesville; 15. 
Zach Lang, Hamilton South-
eastern.

165 pounds: 12. Xavier 
Smith, Fishers.

175 pounds: 14. Chris 
Quarles, Fishers.

285 pounds: 11. Austin 
Hastings, Noblesville; 23. Aid-
en Padgett, Westfield.

In addition to the state-
wide list, IndianaMat.com 
lists a top eight in each 
weight class for each of the 
four IHSAA semi-states. 
The path of all Hamilton 

County wrestlers leads to 
the New Castle semi-state.

Here are semi-state rank-
ings for each weight class.

106 pounds: 4. Moe.
113 pounds: 8. Tamir Ha-

levi, Carmel.
120 pounds: 1. Temples, 

4. Yant.
126 pounds: 2. Nguyen; 

8. Nick Anderson, Hamilton 
Southeastern.

132 pounds: 3. Caleb Mat-
tingly, Carmel; 5. Isaac Kuhn, 
Hamilton Heights.

138 pounds: 4. Leonard; 
8. Jake Saez, Westfield.

144 pounds: 7. Jaylyn 
Pugh, Hamilton Heights.

150 pounds: 1. Major, 3. 
Fettig, 4. Gerstner.

157 pounds: 3. Cain, 5. 
Kincaide, 6. Lang.

165 pounds: 3. Smith, 8. 
Carter Richardson, Noblesville.

175 pounds: 3. Quarles, 8. 
Gage Gulley, Noblesville.

190 pounds: 6. Evan Law-
head, Hamilton Southeastern; 
7. Riley Davison, Westfield.

285 pounds: 2. Hastings, 
Noblesville; 3. Killian Miller, 
Carmel.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Carmel’s Tamir Halevi is rated eighth in 
the IndianaMat.com New Castle semi-state  
113-pound rankings.

‘Hounds get tournament win 
at Kyle Osborn Invitational

15 county wrestlers ranked in state

Wrestling Girls Basketball

Royals have no 
trouble taking 

down CathedralCarmel takes on No. 3 Center Grove, Fishers competes
at Jeff Classic, Heights places fifth at McKee Invitational

Hamilton County 
Reporter
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 • Family Law 
• Real Estate Law 
• Estate Planning 

• Probate 
• Business 

• Personal Injury 
• Litigation 

• Guardianship 
• Adoption 

• Expungements 
• Elder Law 
• Appeals

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Commercial Free Presented by

On your  Roku TV or Roku Device
Search for HCTV1 

On your  Amazon Fire TV or Device
 Search for Hamilton County TV 

Watch “Live or Later” at www.HCTV1.com or on your TV devices

Fri Dec 15 -   Lemon Drop Kid “1951”
     11:00 am | Starring Bob Hope
Sat Dec 16 -  Too Many Husbands “1940”
     11:00 am | Starring Jean Arthur, Fred MacMurray,
Sun Dec 17 -  Meet John Doe “1941”
     1:00 pm | Starring Gary Cooper, Barbara Stanwyck
Mon Dec 18 - Mon Dec 18 -  Love Affair “ 1939”
     11:00 am | Starring Starring Irene Dunne, Charles Boyer
Tue Dec 19 -  The Shop around the Corner “ 1940”
     11:00 am| Starring Margaret Sullavan, James Stewart
Wed Dec 20 -  Scrooge“ 1935”
     11:00 am| Starring Seymour Hicks, Donald Calthrop
Thur Dec 21 -  The Great Rupert “ 1950”
     11:00 am | Starring Jimmy Durante, Terry Moore     11:00 am | Starring Jimmy Durante, Terry Moore
Fri Dec 22 -   Christmas Holiday “ 1944”
     11:00 am | Starring Deanna Durbin, Gene Kelly
Sat Dec 23 -  Christmas in Connecticut “ 1945”
     11:00 am | Starring Barbara Stanwyck, Dennis Morgan
Sun Dec 24 -  Bells of St. Mary “ 1945”
     1:00 pm | Starring Bing Crosby, Ingrid Bergman

 

Ten Days of Holiday
Classic Movies

Photo provided
Fishers senior Tyler Tarter has committed to the Indiana University 
men’s track and field team. Tarter has been a star runner for the Tigers 
since his freshman year; he was part of the Fishers state champion 
4x400 relay team as a sophomore in 2022. (Front frow, from left) Shelbie 
Tarter (mother and Fishers High School hurdles coach), Tyler Tarter, and 
Jeremy Tarter (father). (Back row, from left) Coaches Lorraine Eloms, 
Sarah Riordan, Kyle Goodwin, and Corey Eloms.

Tarter commits to
IU track & field team

The REPORTER
Erika (Roudebush) 

Mundt, a 1999 graduate of 
Hamilton Southeastern, is 
among the 18 women that 
have been named to the In-
diana Basketball Hall of 
Fame’s 2024 Silver Anni-
versary Team, based on out-
standing accomplishments 
as a senior basketball player 
25 years ago. 

Mundt was a record-set-
ting player for the Royals, 
as she set school records 
for single-game (41 against 
Anderson Highland on Feb. 
9, 1999), season (669) and 
career points (1,276); her ca-
reer point total record stood 
for over a decade. She also 
set a record for most assists 
in a game (12 vs. Delta on 
Nov. 22, 1997), 3-pointers 
in a game (seven during the 
afore-mentioned Anderson 
Highland game) and 3-point-
ers in a season (61).

Mundt received sever-
al honors during her senior 
season, starting with a selec-
tion to the Associated Press 
third-team All-State; Lou-
isville Courier-Journal sec-
ond-team All-State; North-
South Indiana All-Star 
Classic and IndyStar Super 
Team. She was a two-time 
IndyStar all-Metro North se-
lection, three-time all-Ham-
ilton County selection and a 
two-time Hamilton County 
co-Player of the Year. 

Mundt led Southeastern 
to a 1999 sectional champi-
onship, the first basketball 
sectional title (boys or girls) 
in school history. She was a 
three-time team MVP and 

a two-year team captain. 
Mundt also earned four let-
ters each in cross country 
and track; she was a track 
state qualifier in 4x100 as a 
senior.

Mundt went on to play 
college basketball at Cleve-
land State University. She 
was the 2002 and 2003 team 
MVP at Cleveland State, 
as well as a 2002 first-team 
all-Horizon League play-
er and a 2003 second-team 
all-Horizon League player.  

Mundt led the Horizon 
League in scoring (18.2) and 
assists (3.4) as junior, then 
led the league in scoring 
again (18.8) as senior. She 
set school records for season 
3-pointers (67) and career 
3-pointers (190) and was 
also second in career 3-point 
percentage (.349). Mundt 
was fourth in career scoring 
(1,458 points), sixth in career 
assists (301) and ninth in ca-
reer steals (184). Off the floor, 
Mundt was a member of the 
CSU Student-Athlete Advi-
sory Board and the Horizon 
League Community Service 
Committee. She earned the 
2000 CSU Athletic-Academ-
ic Excellence Award and 
made the school’s Dean’s 
List. Mundt played No. 3 
doubles for the CSU wom-
en’s tennis team as junior. 

Mundt graduated from 
Cleveland State with a Bach-
elor’s degree in sports man-
agement in 2003. She would 
later earn a master’s degree 
in sports administration from 
Valparaiso University in 
2005 and a master’s degree 
in secondary education from 

Western Illinois University 
in 2009. She is a physical 
education teacher at Iowa 
City West High School and 
has received numerous pro-
fessional awards. She is the 
2017 Iowa High School P.E. 
Teacher of the Year, 2018 
SHAPE Central District P.E. 
Teacher of the Year; 2018 
SHAPE American High 
School P.E. Teacher of the 
Year; current SHAPE Amer-
ican Teacher of the Year 
presenter (around the na-
tion); 2023 IAHPERD State 
Teacher of the Year in Iowa. 
Mundt has been an assistant 
coach with the ICWHS girls 
basketball team since 2011; 
the team won the Class 4A 
state title in 2012 and the 5A 
state title in 2018.

She is married to Na-
than Mundt, the current head 
women’s swimming and div-
ing coach at the University 
of Iowa and has three sons.

The 2024 Women’s 
Silver Anniversary Team 
members will be honored at 
the Indiana Basketball Hall 
of Fame’s 22nd Women’s 
Awards Banquet on Satur-
day, April 27, 2024. A mid-
day reception, free and open 
to the public, will be held at 
the Hall of Fame Museum 
in New Castle.  The evening 
banquet will take place at the 
Primo Banquet Hall, which 
is located on the south side 
of Indianapolis. Banquet res-
ervations will soon be avail-
able on the Hall of Fame’s 
website or by calling (765) 
529-1891.  For more infor-
mation, you may also email 
kayla@hoopshall.com.

Hamilton Southeastern graduate
Erika (Roudebush) Mundt

makes Silver Anniversary Team

Girls Basketball
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