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TODAY’S WEATHER

Today: Wind Chill Advisory
ends at 10 a.m. Partly sunny.
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Noblesville Schools breaks
ground on expasm p_royect

Tonight: Mostly clear.

HIGH: 18 LOW: 1

What happens
in Vegas
write about it

...anyway it was
2012 and I was eating
an $18 enchilada cov-
ered with green sauce
— the enchilada was
covered, not me — in
the MGM Grand when
the bartender asked,
“Are you here for the
convention?”

Earlier, a taxi driver
asked the same.

“Are you here for the convention?” Taxi
Driver asked, then added, “Beautiful wom-
en come to the magician convention.”

“Why do beautiful women want to be
sawn in half so badly?” I asked Taxi Driver.
He was silent the rest of the drive.

To the bartender, I replied, “You mean
the magician convention?” It was cool that
another person had assumed I was a magi-
cian, what with my David Copperfield good
looks. (OK, so I look more like something
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SCOTT SAALMAN
Scaramouch
—

a magician pulls from a hat — no, not the
cute bunny, but the lint maybe ... or the pel-
lets the bunny leaves behind ... or Danny

DeVito, if that’s possible.)

“I mean the limo driver convention,” the
bartender said. I noticed he didn’t mention
that beautiful women flock to the limo driv-
er convention.

“Dude, you mean there’s a convention
for limo drivers?” asked Rod, an old surfer
type beside me, his words barely passing for
words due to his tequila-marinated tongue.

“There’s a convention for everything
here,” the bartender said. “There’s even a
convention for people who manage conven-
tions.”

Rod believed what the MGM Grand
needed was a surf shop. He was hoping
to pitch that idea to someone representing
MGM, which, at that moment, by virtue of
being an MGM guest, was me.

Last I checked, Vegas was not connect-
ed to an ocean, though there was a pirate
ship battle happening up the Strip at Trea-
sure Island, and beyond that, gondolas
floated in a canal through the Venetian. I
couldn’t dash Rod’s hopes, though, since
anything seemed possible among the high
rollers, shiny shoes, long legs, and soap
opera hair of Las Vegas — or as the funny
Southwest flight attendant called our desti-
nation, “Lost Wages.”

My ego was bruised when the bartender
assumed I was a limo driver, not someone
who required one. Still, I did feel like a ma-
gician when I made a portion of the bartend-
er’s tip disappear before his very eyes.

Entering my guestroom, I was remind-
ed of that Motel 6 catchphrase, “We’ll keep
the light on for you,” only at the MGM the
catchphrase must be, “We’ll keep the toi-
let running for you.” My toilet would not
stop running — and I had yet to even flush
it. “Engineering” sent a man to replace the
toilet tank’s guts. It did the trick ... until the
next night. Nothing robs my sleep like a
toilet on the run.

Vegas knew this. It doesn’t want you to
sleep. Sleepers seldom spend.

I called “Engineering” again. They
seemed baffled by the baffle. Knowing that
David Copperfield was performing onsite,
I suggested they send him up to at least
create the illusion of a toilet not running.
“Engineering” wasn’t amused. I guess you
need a rim-shot to get a laugh in Vegas.

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Noblesville Schools broke ground Friday on a major academic expansion that will add much-needed new
space in support of the district’s nationally recognized STEM and performing arts programs. The addition
will include up to 22 new classrooms, welding and construction labs, enlarged performing arts spaces,
an additional café area, a makerspace, room for large group meetings, storage, and more. The project is
funded through a bond with no increase to the tax rate and no use of referendum or classroom dollars.
Click here to learn more. (TOP LEFT) NHS students representing STEM and performing arts participated in
the groundbreaking. The freshman and sophomore students will get to take advantage of the new facilities
later in their high school careers. (From left) Ashley Owens, Addie Iverson, Nadia Dyakanoff, Blake Conner,
Austin Horne, and Gavin Frossard. (TOP RIGHT) NHS Music Department Chair and Director of Bands Eric
Thornbury discusses the project with school board member Dr. Joe Forgey. (ABOVE LEFT) Superintendent
Dan Hile shares the project vision and details with guests. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) School Board members
Joe Forgey, Misti Ray, Laura Alerding, Stephanie Lambert, and Christi Crosser.

Dance club teams up with dance team!

Photo provided by Westfield Washington Schools
The Westfield Middle School Dance Club was recently invited to perform with the Westfield High Dance team at
a boys varsity basketball game. The WMS club meets once a month after school and the WHS has auditions in
the fall and spring. The high school dance team performs at football and basketball games. You can catch the
WHS Dance Team’s next performance on Thursday, Feb. 22 before the varsity boys basketball game.

See Vegas . .

Beautiful musical shares the
music & magic of Carole King

The REPORTER

Beef & Boards Dinner
Theatre celebrates the life
and musical legacy of the
girl who became King with
Beautiful: The Carole King
Musical, opening Feb. 8.

Carole King is American
songwriting royalty, writing
such unforgettable classics
as “You've Got a Friend,”
“One Fine Day,” “So Far
Away,” “Take Good Care
of My Baby,” “Up on the
Roof,” “You've Lost That
Lovin' Feeling,” “Will You
Love Me Tomorrow,” and
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Sheridan Library names
members to sit on board

Photo provided
Devon Perry makes her Beef & Boards debut in
the role of Carole King.

Photo provided by Sherldan Public L|brary
The Sheridan Public Library Board recently elected new officers and
members for 2024. (Seated) Executive Director Kim Riley and Secretary
Floyd Barker. (Standing, from left) Board member Barb Hybarger,
President Loretta Sutherland, Vice President Ruth Gerbig, Board
member Alicia Burnell, and Board member Kathy Bray. Not pictured:
Treasurer Laura Glunt.

“Natural Woman.” Beautiful
is the inspiring Tony- and
Grammy  Award-winning
tale about the woman be-
hind the music!

Before she was hit-mak-
er Carole King, she was
Carole Klein — a spunky
young songwriter from
Brooklyn with a unique
voice. From the chart-top-
ping hits she wrote for the
biggest acts in music to her

own life-changing, trailblaz-
ing success with Tapestry,
Beautiful: The Carole King
Musical takes you back to
where it all began and to the
hits that have become the
soundtrack of a generation.
Devon Perry makes her
Beef & Boards debut in the
role of Carole King, with
Elliott Litherland (White
Christmas, Beauty and the
Beast) as Carole’s song-

writing partner and even-
tual husband Gerry Goffin.
Julia Viktrup (The Sound
of Music, A Beef & Boards
Christmas), plays Carole’s
mother, Genie; with Devan
Mathias (Grumpy Old Men,
Mary Poppins) as Carole’s
best friend Cyntha Weil,
and Kyle Southern (Escape
to Margaritaville) as Barry

See Beautiful . . . Page 2
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The Ultimate Inessential Humor Calumn Collection

“Seamn's offbeat stores beat with 3 Midwestern heare, bath hip and nostalgic,
sweet and effortlessly hilariows. Crack this book open and have a good tme™
=Frances Park, That Loncly Spcll and The Fummer My Sirter W Cleopatna Moon

More than 60
hilarious essays
by our humor
columnist Scott
Saalman. Order
on Amazon.
Book Scottas a
guest speaker.

scottaaalman@gmail com

Find more news at ReadTheReporter.com

BEAUTIFUL

Mann, Cynthia’s songwrit-
ing boyfriend. The show is
directed by Heather Patter-
son King and choreographed
by Kenney Green-Tilford.

Beautiful headlines Beef
& Boards’ 2024 Season and
is on stage for 55 perfor-
mances through March 30
in the intimate space of Beef
& Boards Dinner Theatre.
Tickets range from $55 to
$82 and include Chef Larry
Stoops’ dinner buffet and se-
lect beverages.

VEGAS

To see the complete
performance schedule and
to purchase tickets online,
visit BeefAndBoards.
com. Tickets are also avail-
able by calling the Beef &
Boards Dinner Theatre Box
Office at (317) 872-9664
between 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Tuesday through Sunday
(from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
Wednesdays).  Discounts
are available to groups
of 20 or more. Call the
Group Sales department at

from Page 1

(317) 872-0503, or email
groups@beefandboards.
com for details.

This  production  of
Beautiful: The Carole King
Musical is licensed by Mu-
sic Theatre International and
sponsored in part by Current
Publishing.

Beef & Boards Din-
ner Theatre, Indiana’s only
year-round  professional
dinner theatre, has been
serving up exceptional en-
tertainment since 1973.

I’'m sure there’s an app
for that. Where’s Shecky
Greene when you need him?

What’s not magical
about Vegas are the home-
less on the Strip’s pedestrian
bridges and sidewalks who
wait for the coin to ting in
their cups — though I sus-
pect coins are an insult to
the down-and-out who are
within earshot of slot ma-
chine chatter. Cardboard
signs that once read HUN-
GRY, HOMELESS, NEED
MONEY FOR FOOD have
been reworded with cynical
phrases like, WHY LIE? I
NEED A BEER.

Along the Strip, I passed
through a gauntlet of des-
perate hawkers who made
snapping noises and pushed
cards at me. Being from
Indiana, I don’t like to hurt
people’s feelings, so I gra-
ciously stuffed the cards in
my pockets, assuming I was
being gifted with discounts

Once you take charge, there's

NO GOING BACK

|ID.4 Electric SUV

$499/mo* - Sign Then Drive

for steaks or Cirque du
Soleil. The cards were sim-
ilar in size to the Topps trad-
ing cards of my youth. When
I finally stopped to examine
a new batch, I saw not base-
ball players with names like
Bench, Perez, and Rose but
girls with names like Tawny,
Marnee, and Desiree.

It would be an under-
statement to say the girls
lacked uniforms.

I don’t recall my baseball
cards having players’ phone
numbers on them either. And
where was the bubblegum?
The long dormant altar boy
within me wanted to erupt
from my skin and shout to
the neon night, “We don’t do
this in Indiana.”

I panicked. 1 couldn’t
just drop the cards on the
sidewalk, for surely, I’d be
arrested for littering and
have to show up in court
to face the humiliating evi-
dence — “Your fingerprints

ed

0$ Down Payment / $0 Security Deposit / $0 First Month’s Payment / $0 Due at Signing

*Excludes tax, fitle, license, options and dealer fees. For highly qualified customers through Volkswagen Credit. Limited inventory available.

"ﬂ month lease / 10,000 mifyr
023 1D.4 Pro RWD - N12547
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Volkswagen
NOBLESVILLE

TOM WOOD |14701 Tom Wood Way Noblesville, IN 46060 * 317.853.4552

Next To The
New Costco
on 146" St.

TomWoodVolkswagenNoblesville.com
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are all over them.” With my
pants’ pockets bulging with
skin cards, I returned to the
MGM. The song playing in
the elevator was — I kid you
not — Foreigner’s “Dirty
White Boy.”

In my room, I couldn’t
even throw the cards away
in the trash can — for what
would housecleaning think?
I pondered -calling De-
siree just to come and take
the cards away. | ended up
ditching my collection at
the airport before takeoff for
home, proving once again
that what happens in Ve-
gas stays in Vegas — unless
you’re foolish enough to
write about it.

This story is one of over
60 in Scott'’s new humor col-
umn collection, “Quietly
Making Noise,” available
on Amazon. Contact him
if you would like a speak-
er at a meeting or event at
scottsaalman@gmail.com.

PREVAIL

rm—r;l Vactanes J!’llli«.”

Proud Partner of Prevail, Inc.

To help Hamilton County families affected by domestic violence and abuse, you can drop off the following items at
Tom Wood Volkswagen, 14701 Tom Wood Way, Noblesville:

« Individually packaged snacks * Lysol * Hand Sanitizer * Disinfecting wipes

Your Hometown Weatherman!
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“Honey  this
may be the best
fried chicken
yet!” — Bruce

Dear Readers
— lest 1 neglect
the major portion
of our population
who enjoy their
beef, poultry,
and pork entrees,
please allow me
to tag on to my last column
which, among many other
suggestions for healthy eat-
ing, extols the benefits of
adopting vegetarian cuisine.

Let’s find common
ground! You will note
the quote above by my
meat-loving hubby who en-
joys his fried chicken above
most other food items. He
also says my meatloaf is
the best ever! As a vegetar-
ian myself I take his word
for it.

The gentleman quoted
above has nearly 50 years in
the food industry with much
of that involving expertise
in evaluating and selling
meat products. Yes, we have
made a marriage work for
44 years out of respect for
one another’s dietary pref-
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SHARON McMAHON
Be Well

erences. Dinner
is always inter-
esting. And we
usually agree on
dessert!

So — let’s talk
about the most
popular beef/
poultry/pork
items as we all
want to make the
healthiest choices
for ourselves and our fam-
ilies. I believe most of us
are aware that meat items
found in our local grocery
centers did not originate on
“Old McDonald’s Farm” in
a bucolic setting. Frankly,
much of consumers’ choices
today began life in a more
factory-oriented or industri-
al farming environment, as
that is the most cost-effec-
tive method for consumers.

Moving on beyond that
information, let’s focus on
what consumers should
know when purchasing
meat items. First of all, it is
important to use your senses
of touch, smell, and sight.
Always make certain that
the meat is firm to the touch.
It should also be cold to the
touch and have no odor.*

Opinion & News

Carnivores, omnivores,
vegetarians, vegans — unite!

Here are some more specific
details:

* Pork should have a
pinkish-red color, with any
fat white in color, with no
dark spots. Avoid choosing
meat that is pale in color.

* Beef should be bright
cherry color. If beef is in a
sealed bag, the color is typ-
ically a darker purplish-red.
Once exposed to air, it will
turn a bright red.

* Poultry should nev-
er be tinged with a grayish
color but should always be
pinkish.

Most manufacturers use
fillers, either water-based or
oil based, and are added to
raw meat and poultry cuts
adding weight to the fin-
ished product. Some cuts
have added solution up to 25
percent of volume! For in-
stance, enzyme-tenderizing
solutions are often added to
raw beef cuts from no-roll
carcasses (i.e., a carcass that
did not grade as prime or
choice) or raw poultry cuts
from mature birds to reduce
the toughness of connective
tissue in the cut.!

Antibiotic use in live-
stock has long been a con-

troversial topic as it regards
human health effects. There
is much information avail-
able from accredited insti-
tutions, and if this is some-
thing of interest to you, I
suggest that you do your
own research to make the
best dietary decisions for
you and your family.

In the meantime, dear
carnivores, omnivores, veg-
etarians, and vegans, just
make sure that you have a
balanced eating plan which
incorporates adequate
amounts of protein, carbo-
hydrates, vitamins, and min-
erals to give you optimum
health results.

*Seafood items will be
addressed in a future col-
umn.

'Food Standards and
Labeling Policy Book (fsis.
usda.gov)

Sharon McMahon, CNWC

The opinions expressed
in this article are not intend-
ed to replace advice of your
personal physician or li-
censed health professional.
Please consult your physi-
cian for any issues you may
have related to nutrition or
fitness activity.

Lions assist Gleaners

Noblesville & Carmel

Photos provided by Noblesville Lions Club / Jake Doll
On Thursday, the Noblesville and Carmel Lions Clubs assisted Gleaners in distributing food to
needy customers. This was done at the Hamilton County Fairgrounds in Noblesville. This is a
monthly event. The following Noblesville Lions helped: Steve Shaw, Gary Hipes, Joe Connerly,
Jeff Kozicki, and Josh Kozicki. From the Carmel Lions: Bill Wrin, Matt Best, and Bob Yunker.
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All about Axolotls

This column is
brought to read-
ers by Sheridan
High School du-
al-credit program
students and
Human  Services
teacher Abby Wil-
liams.

Axolotls
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once they were
bred for pets they
mutated and now
are mainly seen
as a shade of pink.
Many  different
places in the U.S.
have banned own-
ing an Axolotl as
a pet, in fear of

arc Sheridan High

Mexican ~ Am- School Student them  escaping
phibians, S and breed-
falling ing with
under the other
salaman- salaman-
der cate- ders of a
gory, and different
they live species
in two and being
lakes, in- poached
cluding from the
Lake Xo- Photo provided wild.

chimilco The Ax-

and Lake Chalco in Mexico.

The Axolotl is a species
scientists are apprehensive
about going extinct soon;
they estimate that there are
only about 50 to 1,000 left
in the wild. That number is
greatly decreasing and is too
fast for humans to be sure
that they can help stabilize
their numbers.

They are one of the only
animals who don’t grow out
of their baby stages. From
the baby stage, they still
have their feathery gills,
webbed feet, dorsal fin,
and a tail. This is a stage in
which nothing further pro-
gresses in the growing cy-
cle, also known as neoteny.

Like other amphibians,
Axolotls can lose a limb and
be able to grow them back,
which can take different
amounts of time depending
on what they lose. Most in-
juries take around 40 to 50
days to grow back.

Their scientific name is
the Ambystoma Mexicanum;
however, their normal name
comes from a god known
as Aztec, the god of fire
and lightning. Aztec would
also disguise himself as an
amphibian, which is where
the name corresponds to the
Axolotls.

Axolotls were brought
to Paris in 1864 to be bred
and kept as pets for peo-
ple. In the wild, they are
a brown-tannish color but

olotl's numbers are decreas-
ing so fast due to the in-
crease in population sizes in
Mexico, the increase in tour-
ism and residential housing,
and the space they use to
build the home of the spe-
cies. Another factor behind
the decrease in their popu-
lation numbers includes the
agricultural and industrial
pollution in the lakes they
live in. The introduction of
Tilapia and other invasive
species have caused a de-
crease in their population
as they tend to hunt and eat
newborn salamanders.
Scientists are trying to
create a new chain of is-
lands to help take out some
of the pollution, and in turn,
help the Axolotl as well as
other animals. This chain
of islands is made of water
plants, logs, and mud.
Axolotls reach the re-
production stage at one year
old, and males will perform
a dance known as the “hula”
for the female. The female
will show she accepts him
by nudging him with her
nose. A female Axolotl can
lay up to 1,000 eggs, with
the average being approxi-
mately 300. They lay them
on plants and rocks on the
lake floor to keep them safe
from predators. The eggs
will take about two weeks to
hatch and immediately are
off learning how to survive
without parental care.
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January is School Board Apprecia-
tion Month. Hamilton Heights School
Corporation is honored to celebrate
and recognize members of its School
Board of Trustees for their dedication
and commitment to the district and its
students.

HHSC has five extraordinary in-
dividuals who are tasked with the

enormous job of governing the school Cavanaugh Cooper
district: Kevin Cavanaugh, Arnie
Cooper, Julie Davis, Ben Lehman, and

Gretchen Pennington. Together they work
to safeguard two of the Heights’ communi-
ty’s most precious resources — its children
and its tax dollars — while striving to create
the best educational environment possible
with the resources available.

Dr. Kevin Cavanaugh

Dr. Cavanaugh has served as a Hamilton
Heights School Board member representing
Jackson Township since January 2017. He
is the co-founder, part owner, and President
of Peterson Corn Genetics, is the current
Secretary of the School Board and is a past
Vice President and President of the School
Board.

His exacting focus to ensure each delib-
eration, decision, and action reflects the best
interests of every student at Heights contin-
ues to make a meaningful impact for stu-
dents now and in the future. He and his wife
Carey have two children, who are Hamilton
Heights graduates.

Q: What motivates you to serve
on the school board?

A: A strong education has been very im-
portant in my life. It has enabled me to do
many things. Serving on the School Board
is a great way for me to give back to the
community and help build a strong founda-
tion for the next generation of leaders and
contributing community members. Seeing
the success of our students after they leave
Hamilton Heights and know you were a
small part of that is an incredible feeling.

Q: What is one specific strength
you bring to the board table?

A: A big part of strong public education
is being able to use the available resources
that are provided to Hamilton Heights and
utilize them to the fullest to build strong
academic programs, teaching faculty, and
facilities to serve the students. I feel I bring
strong financial expertise and long-term vi-
sion to maximize our resources to serve our
students.

Q: What do you like best about being
a member of the school board?

A: There are some great people at Ham-
ilton Heights! The opportunity to interact
with the administration, teachers, staff, and
students is an absolute privilege! Watching
students excel in academics, socially, and in
sports after the Board worked to provide an
outstanding teaching environment and fa-
cilities is very rewarding!

Q: What is an accomplishment
during your tenure with which
you are most proud?

A: One thing that I have learned early
in my tenure is that education is constantly
changing. Through the COVID pandemic,
the team had to constantly change the way
education was delivered to students. I'm
most proud of the team for adapting to the
changing environment of education and
continually bringing solutions to help every
segment of the student population succeed
and become contributing members of soci-
ety for the future.

Q: What makes this board effective?

A: No two individuals are the same.
We have different experiences, back-
grounds, strengths, and weaknesses. That
is the same for our School Board mem-
bers. Everyone brings different strengths
and passions to the Board. Recognizing
the strengths of each member and hav-
ing varied experiences makes the Board
a powerful decision making body that re-
sults in creative, well thought out, fiscally
responsible decisions.

Q: What is one thing you feel the
district is doing well to prepare students
Jor success in school and life?

A: Education is not one size fits all. The
diversity of our academic programs enables
Heights to prepare each student to be suc-
cessful in life. Some students want to pur-
sue a college degree, others want to jump in
immediately to the work force, while others
are choosing entirely different pathways.
Heights creates these different pathways to
ensure the success of each student. Adding
programs to enhance the educational expe-
rience of each student is a real strength at
Hamilton Heights.

Q: What is one thing about being a
member of the school board that you
think the community should know
but probably doesn’t?

A: 1 think people that attend a school
board meeting may leave thinking that the
meeting was scripted and that the Board
just went through the motions during the
meeting. What the community doesn’t
see is the hours of listening, discussion,
discovery, and problem solving that hap-
pen leading up to the Board meeting. By
the time the Board meeting occurs, the
Board has usually looked at a decision
from 360 degrees and has come to a well
thought out conclusion to achieve our
goal of providing our students with the
best education and facilities for learning
and future success.

Arnett (Arnie) Cooper

Cooper has served as a Hamilton
Heights School Board member represent-
ing White River and Jackson townships
since July 2010. He is the longest-serving
member of the current board. He is a 1963
graduate of Jackson Central High School,
a lifelong resident of the Hamilton Heights
district, a United States Air Force veteran
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and retired toolmaker at Chrysler Corpora-
tion in Kokomo.

Having served in a number of leader-
ship roles during his tenure, he is currently
the School Board President. He is an ar-
dent supporter of Heights and his passion
for public education is seen in his service
and decisions. His children are graduates of
Hamilton Heights.

Q: What motivates you to serve
on the school board?

A: T have enjoyed seeing how our facil-
ities change, for the better, and enjoy see-
ing how the students and staff have reacted
to these changes. Also, how these changes
have helped in the education of the students
of Hamilton Heights.

Q: What is one specific strength
you bring to the board table?

A: Living in this community my whole
life, except when I was in the Air Force, and
helping our students to have a better edu-
cation.

Q: What do you like best about being
a member of the school board?

A: Talking to people in the community
and getting their input as to what will make
this the best school for our students.

Q: What is an accomplishment during
your tenure of which you are most proud?

A: The learning environment which has
been created for our students and providing
our teachers and staff a better work envi-
ronment. I especially like the West side of
the high school where students are prepared
to enter the workforce after graduation and
immediately make a good living doing
something they enjoy.

Q: What makes this board effective?

A: We are not afraid to voice our opin-
ions and air our differences and still be
able to work together for the betterment of
HHSC.

Q: What is one thing you feel the district
is doing well to prepare students for suc-
cess in school and life?

A: Giving them a sound education
which they can use in whatever way they
wish.

Q: What is one thing about being a
member of the school board that you
think the community should know
but probably doesn’t?

A: I think that I have lived in this com-
munity so long that there isn't much people
don't know about me if they know me at
all. I graduated from Jackson Central High
School a couple of years before Hamilton
Heights was formed.

Julie Davis

Davis has served as a Hamilton
Heights School Board member repre-
senting Jackson Township since January
2019. She is the first educator to serve on
the board and she served as School Board
President in 2022. She is a retired English
Teacher and Department Chair, who spent
most of her career in education as an En-
glish teacher at Heights, working with stu-
dents of all levels of ability, interests, and
learning styles.

She brings incredible insight, passion,
and perspective to her role on the board. She
has two children who are Heights graduates
and two grandchildren currently enrolled at
Heights.

Q: What motivates you to serve
on the school board?

A: I have been connected with Ham-
ilton Heights schools nearly all my life,
whether as a student and graduate, a teach-
er, or an instructional assistant. I have seen
many positive changes, both in facilities,
curriculum, and School Board transparen-
cy. I am honored to be a part of this amaz-
ing corporation as it continues to move
ahead.

Q: What is one specific strength
you bring to the board table?

A: As a former teacher and Instruction-
al Assistant (IA), I worked closely with
students of all interests and abilities for
45 years. I have witnessed their changing
needs, and I understand what is necessary
in supporting and empowering our teaching
staff and administration to provide for these
needs.

Q: What do you like best about being
a member of the school board?

A: 1 love the opportunity to support stu-
dents of all ages and interests, and I find it
exciting that we are exploring ways to meet
their changing needs. I am passionate about
talking with students, parents, and teachers
to see how we can continue to improve.

Q: What is an accomplishment during
your tenure that you are most proud of?

A: I am particularly proud of the curric-
ular opportunities that have been explored
and implemented for students. We have es-
tablished a Special Needs department that is

Davis

Celebrating Hamilton Helghs School Board

Q: What is an accomplishment
during your tenure of which
you are most proud?

A: Honestly, for me pride comes
before the fall. I'm just grateful for the
opportunity to serve and do my part to
make a difference for the children in
our community.

Q: What makes this board effective?

Lehman

second to none, and inclusion makes every-
one better. And, of course, the buildings and
grounds look amazing, thanks to Project
Vision and the Master Plan.

Q: What makes this board effective?

A: The Board members listen to each
other and work well together, even when
we don’t always agree. This Board is trans-
parent and listens to students, staff, and pa-
trons. We do our research to be able to make
the best possible decisions.

Q: What is one thing you feel the
district is doing well to prepare students
for success in school and life?

A: Hamilton Heights seeks to accept
and nurture all students, regardless of their
interests and backgrounds. Pathways and
our involvement with the Ford Next Gener-
ation program have allowed us to support all
student interests, whether they seek enroll-
ment, employment, or enlistment as options
for the future. Students have been instru-
mental in the planning and decision-making
process.

Q: What is one thing about being a
member of the school board that you
think the community should know
but probably doesn’t?

A: T hope that the community under-
stands how much research and study the
Board engages in before decisions are made.
If our actual Board meetings seem to run
smoothly and without incident, it is because
we have extensively done our homework.
Community members are always welcome
to attend these meetings, and to visit with us
before or after. I also encourage attendance
at Dr. Arrowood's Superintendent Advisory
Committee meetings to learn, share, and ex-
press ideas.

Ben Lehman

Lehman (Class of 2003) is the first
Heights graduate of this century to be elect-
ed to the school board. He is the newest
member, beginning his second term this
month. He is deeply invested in the commu-
nity and is working to make a meaningful
difference for the district during his tenure.

He is a CPA and part owner of Lehman
and Company in Noblesville. He has two
children enrolled at Hamilton Heights.

Q: What motivates you to serve
on the school board?

A: My main motivation is my general
love to serve. I want to be a voice for our
kids, community, and teachers. As a mem-
ber of the school board, I can help proac-
tively set the standards of achievement for
our district rather than simply wanting for
better on the sidelines.

Q: What is one specific strength
you bring to the board table?

A: My main strength is my ability to
look at an issue and take from my life expe-
riences to find a solution. I work daily with
businesses to develop solutions and being
on the school board presents the same op-
portunities to help find solutions on issues
that impact public education at the local lev-
el.

O: What do you like best about being a
member of the school board?

A: The opportunity to listen to the peo-
ple I represent and be a part of a collective
voice in advocating for the best education-
al experience possible for every student.
Working together toward a common goal
(the best interests of every child) yields the
best outcomes.

Pennington

A: Respect and the ability to listen
to different opinions and find either a
common ground or the ability to agree
to disagree. At the end of the day, it is our
diversity that brings us together and makes
us a stronger, more unified governing body
for Hamilton Heights.

Q: What is one thing you feel the
district is doing well to prepare students
for success in school and life?

A: We are expanding past just preparing
kids for college. We are assisting them by
offering more opportunities and experienc-
es that open doors to different post-second-
ary pathways whether it be college, a trade,
public service, or the armed forces.

Q: What is one thing about being a
member of the school board that you
think the community should know
but probably doesn’t?

A: The school board is incredibly in-
tentional and truly wants the best for all
students. I never knew how much time, ef-
fort, research, thought, and pre-meeting dis-
cussion goes into every decision this board
makes until I was elected. I'm incredibly
grateful and appreciative to my colleagues
on the board.

Gretchen Pennington

Pennington has served as a Hamilton
Heights School Board member representing
White River Township since January 2021.
A Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in Hamilton
County, she sought the seat because she be-
lieves there is no greater way to give back to
the community than to serve as a member of
the Hamilton Heights School Board.

She is married to Ed, a 1990 graduate
of Hamilton Heights, and they have three
children who are graduates of Hamilton
Heights. She is currently Vice-President of
the School Board.

Q: What motivates you to serve
on the school board?

A: The desire to see all students learn,
grow, and develop into the best versions
of themselves and knowing that Hamilton
Heights played a significant role in laying
that foundation!

Q: What is one specific strength
you bring to the board table?

A: One specific strength of mine is the
ability to keep an open mind while obtain-
ing and processing information, opinions,
and perspectives.

Q: What do you like best about being
a member of the school board?

A: Quite simply, the opportunities to
interact and work with many people and
witness the Husky Pride of our students,
parents, teachers, staff, administrators, and
community.

Q: What is an accomplishment
during your tenure with which
you are most proud?

A: The many accomplishments of
HHSC are a collaborative effort. I’'m proud
to be a part of this process and its success.
The focus and dedication to provide a safe,
learning environment that adjusts to the
needs of our students and community is
amazing and humbling.

Q: What makes this board effective?

A: The diverse backgrounds of this board
improve the decision-making process by
bringing a greater variety of approaches, per-
spectives, and ideas when representing the
bests interests of Hamilton Heights School
Corporation and the community it serves.

Q: What is one thing you feel the
district is doing well to prepare students
for success in school and life?

A: HHSC is broadening the opportuni-
ties for students to explore and experience
different job or career pathways through
CTE and the Ford Next Generation Learn-
ing so each student will graduate from
Hamilton Heights better prepared for future
employment, secondary education, or serv-
ing in the armed services.

* k%

Thank you all for being front-line ad-
vocates in providing a local voice for the
community, a vision for the district, and a
pathway to success for Hamilton Heights
students.

LIFETIME LEGACY LAWYERS
Poclcast

https://lifetimelegacylawyers.com
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All
probably
questions of a
spiritual  nature
that we would
like to ask God.

We can't an-
swer every con-
ceivable question
because God
has not revealed
some things
(Deuteronomy 29:29).
However, we can have
comfort in the knowledge
that He has given us all
the essential information
that we need (2 Peter 1:3).
The only source for this
information is in the Bible
(2 Timothy 3:16,17). The
question for this article is:
God, why is there so much
suffering and evil in the
world?

The problem of human
suffering poses a great
philosophical dilemma for
many people. As a Chris-
tian I believe that God is
all-knowing, all-powerful,
and all-loving. The unbe-
liever and skeptic argue.
If God does not know
about pain and suffering,
He is not all-knowing. If
He knows but is unable to
stop the suffering, He is not
all-powerful. If He knows
and can stop it, but won't,
He is not all-loving. If He is
not all-knowing, all-power-
ful, and all-loving, He is
not God.

of us
have

COLUMNIST

JOHN A. SMITH
Think on These Things
S

What can we
say in answer to
this challenge?

All  people
suffer. “Man,
who is born of a
woman, is few

of days and full
of trouble (Job
14:1). Some
suffer for doing
evil; that is, they
bring it upon themselves
(1 Peter 4:15). Some suf-
fer for doing good (1 Peter
4:16, 2 Timothy 3:12, John
15:18,19). Good men often
receive ill-treatment from
those who cannot abide
their goodness. Some suffer
as the result of the sins and
foolishness of others. Some
suffer in a “no fault” man-
ner (John 9:1-3).

The main point to re-
member: Don't blame God
for suffering — blame man
and Satan! When God
finished His creation, ev-
erything was “very good”
(Genesis 1:31). The whole
of creation was complete
and perfect. Pestilence,
disease, and human death
were unknown. Man exist-
ed in an idyllic paradise of
happiness and beauty.

But in Genesis 3:16, 17
there is the first mention of
suffering. What happened
between these two refer-
ences? Satan and sin. Man,
not God, bears the respon-
sibility for the existence

Faith & News
——Good news from Stony Creek Church of Christ——

Questions I want to ask God

“God, why is there so much suffering and evil in the world?”

of evil and suffering in the
world. Man was created
with the freedom of choice.
Much of the pain in the
world comes from man’s
freedom of choice. When
man chose evil, the result
was pain and suffering
(Genesis 3:16-19).

Does the existence of
choice and the resulting
suffering negate the benev-
olence or power of God?
God created a world ruled
by natural laws established
at creation. If man violates
one of those laws or places
himself in the “line of fire”
he’s going to suffer. Not
because of what God has
done, but as a result of what
he, the man, has done. Con-
sider the law of gravity — a
good thing. But, if I step off
the balcony of a five-story
building, I’'m going to have
a rude reception when I hit
the pavement.

Instead of blaming
God when tragedies such
as natural disasters strike,
we need to turn to Him for
strength, and let tragedies,
of whatever nature, remind
us that this world was never
intended to be a final home
(Hebrews 11:13-16).

Good can come from
suffering (2 Corinthians
4:16-18). It discourages
evil and punishes evildo-
ers (Proverbs 13:15). It re-
minds us of the vanity and
brevity of life (Ecclesiastes

7:2). It strengthens the faith
of Christians (1 Peter 1:6-9.
It keeps the world from be-
coming too attractive to us
(1 Peter 2:11-12; Hebrews
11:13-16). It helps make us
more sympathetic and use-
ful to others (2 Corinthians
1:3-4; Romans 12:15).

Only the feeble and
foolish would deny the ex-
istence of evil in this world.
However, such is not the
fault of God or evidence
of some frailty or cruelty
on the part of God. Why
is there evil in the world?
Look in the mirror.

Write or call and let
us know what you think.
Would you like more infor-
mation or a personal study
of this issue? I would love
to accommodate your re-
quest. Do you have ques-
tions or disagreements?
We will be happy to study
God’s Word with you and
help you find the “peace
that passes understanding”
(Philippians 4:7).

We hope you will accept
our offer to visit and inves-
tigate. We meet at 15530
Herriman Blvd. in Nobles-
ville. Our phone number is
(317) 219-5852. We meet
for Sunday morning Bi-
ble Study at 10 a.m. and
have classes for all ages.
Worship begins at 11 a.m.
and we have a Bible Study
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. A
warm welcome awaits!

Need a caterer? Then we have just
two words for you: Foodies Rock, yo!

The REPORTER

Did you know West-
field Washington Schools
has a program teaching
students the culinary arts
profession?

FCCLA Foodies Rock
is a fully functioning food-
service operation that is
student-centered and fos-
tered through the Westfield

High School Culinary Arts
program. Members are
highly trained in customer
service, hospitality, culi-
nary techniques, food safe-
ty and sanitation.

Foodies Rock holds a
Food Permit by the Ham-
ilton County Board of
Health. Advisors Nikki
Heflin and Bryan Ferreira

are ServSafe Manager cer-
tified, and they will follow
the National Restaurant
Association’s  Guidelines
for food preparation.

Chef Heflin and Chef
Ferreira each have over
20 years of industry expe-
rience, and love guiding
their students in making
both the optics and cuisine

for your event out of this
world.

Check out this full list
of opportunities to work
with FCCLA Foodies Rock
and book today.

Inquire  with  Chef
Nikki Heflin for booking
by emailing whsfoodies-
rock@wws.k12.in.us or
calling (317) 701-4440.

TCC honored as
one of the best places
to work in 2024

The REPORTER

For the second time in
three years, Fishers-based
company TCC, one of the
nation’s largest Authorized
Verizon Retailers, has been
named a winner of Glass-
door’s annual Employees’
Choice Awards, honoring
the Best Places to Work
2024.

Unlike other workplace
awards, the Glassdoor Em-
ployees’ Choice Awards
are based on the input of
employees who  volun-
tarily provide anonymous
feedback on Glassdoor by
completing a company re-
view about their job, work
environment and employer
over the past year. Founded
in 1991, TCC is a privately
held wireless retailer op-
erating over 500 locations
across the U.S.

“We take great pride in
the strong relationships we
have cultivated with our em-
ployees and the opportuni-
ties made available to them
to support their personal and
professional growth,” said
Scott Moorehead, CEO of
Round Room, the parent
company of TCC. “It is an
honor to be recognized as
one of the Best Places to
Work by a platform that
values the same ideals as
us. We are dedicated to the
well-being of our people
and believe that a thriving
workplace culture goes be-
yond office walls; it encom-
passes a sense of purpose
and community.”

As a Culture of Good,
Inc. company, TCC makes
ongoing investments in the
communities it operates in.
In 2023, the company donat-
ed 120,000 backpacks con-
taining school supplies with
its sister company, Wireless
Zone, to children across
the nation through the 11th
annual School Rocks Back-
pack Giveaway, marking 1.3
million backpacks donated
by TCC since 2013. The
company also gave away a
Mega Grant of $1.7 million

to seven Indianapolis-based
nonprofits that included a
$60,000 transportation al-
lowance. Additionally, TCC
held in-store pet supply
drives and shelter animal
adoption events through its
Rescues Rocks campaign
and provided funds to each
of its stores to shower teach-
ers with love through its
Teachers Rock program.

TCC’s nonprofit orga-
nization, TCC Gives, has
provided more than $4.5
million in donations to local
nonprofits across the coun-
try. The Culture of Good
also benefits TCC internal-
ly, as the company has been
nationally recognized for its
company culture and cur-
rently boasts industry-lead-
ing employee satisfaction
scores across employer
review services. TCC’s be-
lief in supporting employee
interests and encouraging
volunteerism is not just a
corporate checkbox — it's
ingrained in the company’s
DNA. Glassdoor’s Best
Places to Work award rec-
ognition solidifies TCC’s
commitment to fostering
a culture of giving back to
those who make the compa-
ny successful.

Employees’ Choice
Award winners for the Best
Places to Work 2024 are de-
termined using Glassdoor’s
proprietary awards algo-
rithm, and each employer’s
rating is determined based
on the quantity, quality
and consistency of Glass-
door-approved ~ company
reviews submitted by U.S.-
based employees during a
one-year period. The com-
plete awards methodology
can be found here.

For the complete list of
the Glassdoor Best Places
to Work winners in 2024,
please visit gldr.co/BPTW.
To learn more about TCC,
visit TCCRocks.com.
Customers can also con-
nect with the company at
facebook.com/tcctalk and
twitter.com/tcctalk.
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Dad, why is the sky blue? Why is it dark at
night? Why can’t | have cake for breakfast?” If -
you have children you have likely faced these or
similar questions from inquiring young minds. Do
you always have logical truthful answers? Even
as adults we often face questions of life that are
problematic to answer.

SR PN R O

“First Century Christianity in the Twenty First Century”
15530 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville

(317) 219-5852

Sunday Bible Study 10:00 am
Sunday Worship 11:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 pm

We will never find all the answers for all the questions, but God has given me
all that | need to live a pleasant peaceful life. | find that information in the Bible. We
invite you to join us for Bible Study and Worship as we seek a better understanding
of God’s answer book.

We meet at 15530 Herriman Blvd. in Noblesville. Our building is behind the doctor’s office
and at the stop sign.

At the Stony Creek Church of Christ, we assemble on Sundays and Wednesdays to seek

a better understanding of Jesus and His ways. You are encouraged and invited to join us for
those studies or call for a private study.
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Shepherd’s Center of Hamilton
County partners with students
from Westfield High School

Carmel well represented at Hoosier
Champions of Diversity Awards

;m

Photo provided by City of Carmel
The City of Carmel was a proud sponsor and attendee of the 17th annual Champions of Diversity
Awards hosted by Indiana Minority Business Review Magazine, Minority Business Review, and the
Indianapolis Recorder. This annual event recognizes outstanding Hoosier individuals, companies
and organizations for their passion and dedication to the promotion and advocacy of equity
and inclusion in Indiana. (Standing, from left) Kelvin Okamoto, Mayor’s Advisory Commission
on Human Relations; Dee Thornton, Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Human Relations; Don
Thornton, spouse of Dee Thornton. (Seated, from left) Ramu Chinthala, Carmel-Visakhapatnam
Sister City Committee; Raju Chinthala, Mayor’s Advisory Commission on Human Relations and
Carmel-Visakhapatnam Sister City Committee; Pavan Varma, Carmel-Visakhapatnam Sister City
Committee; Mike Hollibaugh, City of Carmel; Kate Lustig, City of Carmel, Asian American Alliance,
Inc., Board Member; Matthew Broadnax, Carmel Police Department; and Sonya Broadnax, spouse
of Matthew Broadnax. Click here for the complete list of 2024 award recipients.

The REPORTER
Shepherd's Center of
Hamilton County is part-
nering with Westfield High
School students involved
in the “Helping Hands” and
“Service Leadership” class-
es to spearhead a new “Se-
nior to Senior” program.
The program is designed
to help bridge the age gap
between seniors in high
school and senior adults.
The program kicks off at 10
a.m. on Monday, Jan. 22 at
the Grace Church Nobles-
ville (5504 E. 146th St.) To-

gether Today Location.

Students arrive at 10 a.m.
to help set up, serve break-
fast, play cards and games
with the seniors, and help
serve lunch. At 1:15 p.m. the
group will learn a TikTok
chair dance followed by a
game of “Then versus Now.”
The day will conclude with
five rounds of Bingo.

For more information,
contact Vicki Burdick at
vicki@scofhe.org or call
(317) 908-7810.

Learn more at SCofHC.
org.

Theta Alpha Upsilon Chapter
Saturday, February 10, 2024 at 4 p.m.
First Christian Church, 16377 Herriman Blvd., Noblesville

Westfield farmer Larry Hopkins
elected to natlonal sheep board

The REORTER
At its annual meeting
last week, the American
Sheep Industry Association
elected three new members
to its executive board.
Representing Region 111
was Westfield sheep pro-
ducer Larry Hopkins. Re-
gion III consists of the Great
Lake states of Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Michi-
gan, Indiana, and Ohio.
“The American sheep in-
dustry is facing many chal-
lenges but also has some
unique opportunities on
the horizon,” Hopkins said.
“Demands for a product
with environmental sustain-
ability, the rapidly growing
need for solar farm grazing
and a new-found consumer
demand for American lamb
coming out of the COVID
years are all exciting devel-
opments for the sheep indus-
try. I look forward to help-
ing guide the association
through these challenges.”
Hopkins runs a pure-
bred sheep and wool oper-
ation nestled on the border
between Zionsville and
Westfield called Little Ea-
gle Creek Valley Farm and
has been raising sheep for
over 25 years. He has pre-
viously served as president
of the Indiana Sheep Asso-
ciation for four years and
was elected to two terms on

the Indiana Sheep and Wool
Council which oversees the
state check-off program.
Among many other volun-
teer positions in the sheep
world, Hopkins has also
served as a breed manager
for several years during the
North American Interna-
tional Livestock Exposition
in Louisville, Ky.

A partner in his family
dairy farm managed by his
brother and life-long mem-
ber of Indiana Farm Bureau,
Hopkins recently retired
from the State of Indiana
where he managed opera-

il Photo provided

tions during three separate
administrations over 19
years for the Office of Attor-
ney General.

About the Indiana

Sheep Association

ISA is one of the oldest
livestock organizations in
Indiana. It was originally
founded as the Indiana Wool
Growers Association in 1876
to encourage local shepherds
to come together to share
ideas and expertise, to pro-
mote lamb and wool in the
state, and to educate com-
munities about the value of
sheep and the sheep industry.

State Rep. Jeter’s bill supporting Hoosier
Jewish students advances unanimously

The REPORTER

The Indiana House of
Representatives on Thurs-
day unanimously advanced
State Rep. Chris Jeter's
(R-Fishers) bill to clear-
ly define antisemitism for
Indiana's public education
institutions, which he said
ensures the concept doesn't
wind up in Hoosier class-
rooms or campuses.

Jeter said he authored
the legislation after having
conversations with several
Jewish organizations over
concerns about antisemitic
concepts being taught in In-
diana classrooms. Accord-
ing to the Anti-Defamation
League, reports of antise-
mitic events have increased
by nearly 360 percent since
the Isracl-Hamas war began
in October 2023.

“This bill is a reflection
of our Hoosier standards
and what we value when it
comes to teaching our stu-
dents,” Jeter said. “Our Jew-
ish students need to feel safe
and welcome in our schools,
and this builds on Indiana’s

long history of
supporting  Jew-
ish communities
both at home and
abroad by target-
ing antisemitism
in K-12 class-
rooms and on col-
lege campuses. [
look forward to
having  further
discussions and conversa-
tion to get this legislation
through the Senate this
year.”

Jeter's legislation
would define antisemitism
as religious discrimination
in state law to ensure that
K-12 schools and universi-
ties do not include the con-
cept in teaching materials
or resources. More specif-
ically, antisemitism would
be defined as “a certain
perception of Jews, which
may be expressed as hatred
toward Jews. Rhetorical
and physical manifesta-
tions of antisemitism are
directed toward Jewish or
non-Jewish individuals and
or their property, toward

Jeter

Jewish commu-
nity institutions
and religious fa-
cilities.”

Jeter said this
definition 1is al-
ready adopted by
the International
Holocaust  Re-
membrance  Al-
liance, the U.S.
Department of State and the
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.

Jeter said his proposal is
the same legislation from
the 2023 legislative session,
which passed unanimously
out of the House, but did not
receive a hearing in the Indi-
ana Senate.

House Bill 1002 now
heads to the Senate for fur-
ther consideration. For more
information, or to watch
session and committees live,
visit iga.in.gov.

State Rep. Chris Jeter
(R-Fishers) represents
House District 88, which
includes portions of Hamil-
ton, Hancock, Madison and
Marion counties.

JANUS

Life Skills for People with Disabilities

Recreational Therapist
Drivers
Finance Director/Controller
Direct Support Professionals

Fulltime includes great benefits.
Make a difference in your
community and apply online at

THE HYPERION PLAYERS PRESENT
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a play by
JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY

directed by
DANIEL MALOY

A

SWITCH
HYPERION HEATE
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Live Music Jan. 26 - Traci and Jimmy

24

Open Mic Tuesdays
1-10 p.m.
Trivia Wednesdays
T Kall I!]l 30ﬂn m.

eyhoardist
t l"b(f l‘," nauevlowe every
Thursday 6-9 p.m.

17419 Suite C, Carey Rd., Westfield
317.867.0397

Bien Mexicana

150 S Peru St, Cicero g " 4

ug_@ usic;AtiRastojltalianoj

_ Benito DiBartoli Every Wednesda
( 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine On Wednesdays)

Friday January 26
Troye Kinnett .
Reservations Recommended

' 311-804-2051

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

RESTAURANT

NOBLc (©) PC

TOUR DHE-STOP DESTIMATION IN HOBLESYILLE FOR ALL THINGS COMPUTER-RELATED IS HERE! NVE INTD A
HASSLE-FREE TECH EXPERIENCE WITH US, WHERE YOUR PC AND MAC PROBLEMS FIND SWIFT SDLUTIONS!

IN FERSON

“We're not just tech support; we're
your neighbors, providing top-tier
solutions that have been celebrated

ONLINE

by our community and beyond!”
Nik Roberts / Dwner

BY PHONE

CHECK OUT OUR 100+ 5-STAR REVIEWS ON GOOGLE

News

What offices are up for electionin 20242

Below are the lists of federal, state, and local offices for which voters will cast their
ballots this year. Also included are the number of delegates from each township that
Republicans and Democrats will choose to send to their state conventions this summer.

United States Senate

Governor

County Auditor
County Treasurer
County Surveyor

Federal, State & Local Offices
President & Vice President

United States Representative, District 5

*Lt. Governor (selected at State Convention; vot-
ed at General Election)

*Attorney General (selected at State Conven-
tion; voted at General Election)

State Senate, District 20

State Representative, District 24

State Representative, District 29

State Representative, District 32

State Representative, District 37

State Representative, District 39

State Representative, District 88

Circuit Court Judge, 24th Judicial District

Judge, Superior Court 1

Judge, Superior Court 6

Commissioner, District 2
Commissioner, District 3
County Council, At-Large (three seats)

precinct)

« Adams — 15

* Clay — 10

* Delaware — 10

* Fall Creek — 12

» Jackson — 15

* Noblesville — 10
» Washington — 10
» Wayne — 15

» White River — 15

*« Adams — 7

* Clay — 32

* Delaware — 15

* Fall Creek — 15

» Jackson -7

* Noblesville — 19
» Washington — 19
* Wayne — 7

* White River — 7

Party Offices
Republican Precinct Committeemen (1 seat per

State Convention Delegates, Republican:

State Convention Delegates, Democrat:

State Rep. Garcia Wilburn files bills
focused on healthcare, harm reduction
& improving health services in schools

The REPORTER

After concluding a pro-
ductive freshman legislative
session by authoring and
co-authoring several new

laws, State Rep. Victoria
Garcia Wilburn (D-Fishers)
has hit the ground running
during her second legisla-
tive session by filing five

ON-LINE AUCTION

the PERSONAL PROPERTY OF
GEORGE GLARK

+ AG Equipment, Adv. & More

BIDDING OPENS: Wednesday, January 25th @ 2pm
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, January 27th @ 6pm
PREVIEW DAY: Thursday, January 25th from Noon - 6pm

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF GEORGE CLARK:

Shop Equipment Including Hand Tools, Power Tools, Mechanics Tools, Painting Tools, Welding Tools,
Woodworking Tools, Snap-On & Craftsman Tools, Antique Farm Tools & Equipment, Cabinets & Work
Benches, Ladders, Toolboxes, Parts Bins, Bolt Bins, Electrical & Plumbing, Electric Wire & Cable, Fasteners
& Hardware Box Lots, Hose Reels, Generac 6871-0 Alternator, Lawn & Garden Equipment & Tools including
JD X754 Mower, Push Mowers, JD 828D Snowblower, JD 80 Yard Cart, Wheel Horse 7-2211 Yard Cart,

John Deere Sheller, Remington Rand 6020-A Safe Cabinet. Antiques & Primitives, Historical Memorabilia,
Advertising & Signs, Murat Shriner Memorabilia, Oil Lamps, Aladdin Lamps, Canning Jars, Cast Iron,
Household & Collectibles, Crocks, Wood Crates, Furniture, Folding Tables & Chairs, Old Photographs,
Outdoor Furniture, Farm Toys, Vintage Toys, Snow Sleds, Outdoor Christmas Decor

AG EQUIPMENT:

1955 Allis-Chalmers WD-45 Tractor, 1936 Unstyled John Deere “B”, Top Links, Springs & Closing Wheels,
Augers, Gravity Wagons, Barge Wagons, Head Cart, Schultz Cultivator, 52° Westfield Auger, Krause 4-935A
Disk, Farm Force 6’ Mounted Disk, 25’ Int'1 4500 Fld. Cult., DMI Anhydrous Tool Bar, Fimco 40-Gallon
Sprayer, 6° Bush Hog Squealer 3-pt. Rotary Cutter, 16’ Int'l 496 Disk, Armor Windrower Rock Rake,

Westgo 4210 Rock Picker, H&S 125 Manure Spreader, Fork Extensions

VEHICLES/TRAILERS:

1967 Chevy C-50 Grain Truck, 1974 Int’l Loadstar L700 Grain Truck, 1974 Chevy C65 G4500 Grain Truck,

2020 1-Axle Trailer, 2010 1-Axle Steel Cage Trailer
Also Including:

(2) Gas Club Car Golf Carts, Cub Cadet 4x4 Diesel ATV, Coins, Arrowheads & Artifacts, St. Clair, Fenton,
Moon & Stars Glass, Pocket Knives & Lighters, Unique Collectibles, Nascar Collection, Breweriana Items,
Display Cases, Small Town Advertising, Vintage Weaving Loom, Briggs & Stratton Generator, Mercury 40

4-hp Thunderbolt Outboard Boat Motor, 8-Ton Engine Hoist, Lots More

To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms

and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com

Absentee Bidding is still Available

PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service
3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909
www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer
#AU11000034

AUCTION SERVICE

Wedde

Auctioneer

#AU11000034
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pieces of legisla-
tion.

Three of Gar-
cia Wilburn’s bills

“The best way
to treat scoliosis
is good preven-
tion,” Garcia Wil-

focus on improv- burn said. “Miss
ing harm reduc- Indiana’s  Teen
tion and substance Keegan Connor
use disorder re- and I share some-
covery efforts thing in common:
around the state. we both have

House Bill Garcia Wilburn  gcoliosis.  Now,

1356 will expand Indiana’s
Lifeline Law to include im-
munity for any person under
21 years old who seeks help
for someone else experienc-
ing a drug overdose.

House Bill 1053 creates
clear language in state law
about the legality of drug
test strips.

House Bill 1249 will re-
quire the Family and Social
Services Administration to
provide standards for ser-
vices provided by recovery
community  organizations
for behavioral health re-
covery. This will improve
efficiency in the process of
certifying recovery commu-
nity organizations so they
can more easily get to work
on patients’ behalf.

“Hoosiers and their
loved ones have been torn
apart by the substance use
disorder epidemic for far
too long,” Garcia Wilburn
said. “From expanding Indi-
ana’s Lifeline Law to keep
our young people safe in the
event of drug overdoses and
making it more efficient for
recovery organizations to
receive state certification
to decriminalizing the drug
testing strips that people
use to test for substances
like fentanyl, these pieces
of legislation will make tan-
gible steps toward helping
more Hoosiers reach re-
covery. No family wants to
lose a loved one, and these
recovery-focused bills are
intended to save lives and
keep families whole. Let’s
build a culture of health in
our state around substance
use disorder reminding
those affected that recovery
is possible.”

House Bill 1054 would
create guidelines for scoli-
osis screenings for children
between 9- and 13-years-
old for pediatric providers.
HB 1054, also known as the
“Keegan Cares Bill,” was
drafted in collaboration with
Miss Indiana’s Teen Keegan
Connor, who has focused
her advocacy work on sco-
liosis awareness.

Keegan is doing important
awareness work to make
sure that as many Hoosier
kids as possible receive
regular scoliosis screenings
in the years before they are
most likely to develop it.
Our young Hoosiers are ca-
pable of great things when
they put their minds to it,
and I am proud to partner
with Keegan in this work
by offering the ‘Keegan
Cares Bill’ this legislative
session.”

House Bill 1389 would
require the state to apply
for federal Medicaid fund-
ing to better serve students
with learning disabilities.
HB 1389 would also com-
mission a study on the cur-
rent workloads licensed
occupational therapists and
licensed physical therapists
face in Indiana schools.

“Our schools are strug-
gling to keep up with help-
ing students with learning
disabilities,” Garcia Wil-
burn said. “HB 1389 will
make sure that schools are
better funded in the vital
work they do with students
with disabilities. It will also
require that we assess the
workload of our school-
based physical and occu-
pational therapists — if we
come to learn that they are
overburdened, we can then
appropriate more funding to
these programs. Only with
an appropriate workload on
our school-based healthcare
professionals’ parts will ev-
ery Hoosier child be able to
reach their full potential.”

“My hope for this ses-
sion is that I can build on
last year’s work across party
lines to tackle the problems
facing Hoosiers across the
state. These bills are a step
in the right direction to do
just that, and I look forward
to working hard for my con-
stituents this year.”

State Representative
Victoria Garcia  Wilburn
represents Indiana House
District 32, which includes
large portions of Fishers
and southern Carmel.

Thanks for reading
The Reporter!
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News

Young Rocks (let’s call them
pebbles) sing our National
Anthem before Pacers game

Photos provided by Westfield Washington Schools
Maple Glen Elementary School’s third and fourth grade choirs recently sang the National Anthem
before a Pacers game. These young Shamrocks did a great job and had some fun with Boomer as well.

INDOT Commissioner presents on rail
crossing safety to U.S. House Committee
on Transportation & Infrastructure

The REPORTER

On Thursday morn-
ing, Indiana Department of
Transportation ~ (INDOT)
Commissioner Mike Smith
shared testimony on rail-
road crossing safety before
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives  Subcommittee
on Railroads, Pipelines,
and Hazardous Materials in
Washington, D.C.

The Commissioner’s re-
marks outlined the State of
Indiana’s challenges, oppor-
tunities, and success in im-
proving crossing safety.

“With the nation’s larg-
est rail hub (Chicago) in
very close proximity, In-
diana has more than 7,500
highway-grade rail cross-
ings,” Smith said. “That
puts us at fifth highest in the
nation, and that comes with
unique challenges, but also
opportunity.”

In 2018, Governor
Eric Holcomb and INDOT
awarded 12 Local Trax Rail
Overpass Program grants to
cities, towns and counties
for grade separation, cross-
ing closure and other safe-
ty enhancement projects at
highway-rail intersections
on local roads. Funding for
the program, totaling more
than $125 million, was
provided through House
Enrolled Act 1002, enacted
in July 2017. Eleven Local
Trax projects will be under
construction by the end of
2025.

Indiana has also seen ex-
ponential growth in use of
Section 130 Rail-Highway
Crossing Program funds.
The state typically receives
approximately $8 million
through the federal program
to improve safety at rail

crossings. Through these
funds, Indiana is on track to
improve 85 of its 100 high-
est-risk crossings on state
and local roadways over the
next five years.

“Even as we gain mo-
mentum, Indiana still finds
itself among the highest inci-
dences of rail crossing colli-
sions, injuries and fatalities,”
Smith said. “As of Novem-
ber, there were 78 collisions
at public highway-railroad
crossings in 2023, resulting
in 12 fatalities and 20 inju-
ries. These numbers make
it clear that the job is not
finished, and there is more
work to be done.”

To improve safety and
reduce incidents at high-
way-rail crossings, INDOT
has developed a comprehen-
sive Highway-Rail Grade
Crossing Safety Action
Plan. The plan is currently
awaiting final approval from
the Federal Rail Administra-
tion, but it outlines several
strategies for the state going
forward.

* Reduce number of
public-grade crossings to
eliminate interactions be-
tween trains and road users.

» Upgrade passive warn-
ings to active, improving
and maintaining existing
devices.

* Engaging with local
agencies on use of traffic
signal preemption.

* Consider rail-grade
crossing safety in all trans-
portation projects.

* Work with law en-
forcement agencies to help
prevent crashes at crossings.

* Inform and educate
stakeholders on high-rail
grade crossing topics.

“INDOT continues to

in the

See you .

parks!

MyHamiltonCountyParks.com

engage with our state, feder-
al and local partners on the
safety of rail crossings in
Indiana,” Smith said. “Sup-
port from federal grants and
programs, the railroads and
local agencies has been in-
valuable to our success up

to this point.”

To view the full hearing
on Oversight and Exam-
ination of Railroad Grade
Crossing Elimination and
Safety, including remarks
from Commissioner Smith,
click here.

B

GrRANTS & MORE

= Grant Research

* Proposal Writing
* Planning

* Other Fundraising

Your Road To Fundraising Success!

(317) 750-1204

www.greenavenue.info = amys@greenavenue.info

Meeting Notices

The Noblesville Board of Pub-
lic Works and Safety will meet at
9 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024,
in the Council Chamber at No-
blesville City Hall, 16 S. 10th St.,
Noblesville.

The Westfield Washington
Township Plat Committee meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, Jan.
22,2024, has been canceled. Busi-
ness items will be presented at the
Feb. 12, 2024, meeting.

The Noblesville Common Coun-
cil will meet in an executive session
at 6:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23,
2024, pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)
(2)(D)(i), For discussion of strategy
with respect to a real property trans-
action including a purchase.

A regular meeting will follow
at 7 p.m. in the Council Chamber
at Noblesville City Hall, 16 S.
10th St., Noblesville.

The Carmel Board of Public
Works and Safety will meet at
10 am. on Wednesday, Jan. 24,
2024, at Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic
Square, Carmel.

The Noblesville Firefighter Pen-
sion Board will meet in an Executive
Session at 1 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 23,
2024, at the Noblesville Professional
Fire Fighters International Associ-
ation of Fire Fighters Local 4416
Union Hall, 399 S. 14th St., pursuant
to IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 (b)(2)(B); (6) and
(7), for discussion of strategy with
respect to initiation of litigation or
litigation that is either pending or has
been threatened specifically in writ-
ing; with respect to any individual
over whom the governing body has
jurisdiction; and for discussion of
records classified as confidential by
state or federal statute.

A public meeting will follow in
the same location at 2:30 p.m.

The Hamilton County Election
Board meet at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Feb. 22, 2024, in the Con-
ference Room of the Hamilton
County Clerk’s Office, located in
Suite 106 at the Hamilton County
Government & Judicial Center, 1
Hamilton County Square, Nobles-
ville. The purpose of the meeting
is to address delinquent 2023 An-
nual Campaign Finance Reports
and to hear Candidate Challenges
for the 2024 Primary Election.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a)
The Hamilton County GIS Poli-
cy Committee will hold a virtual
Microsoft Teams meeting at 9:45
a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024.
The purpose of this meeting is
for discussion of GIS projects. To
listen in on the meeting call (219)
225-8177 and enter Conference
ID 710 816 141#.

Pursuant to IC 5-14-1.5-5 (a)
The Hamilton County ISS Board
will meet to discuss ISSD proj-
ects at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23,
2024, in Conference Room 1A at
the Hamilton County Govern-
ment & Judicial Center, 1 Hamil-
ton County Square, Noblesville.
The meeting can also be accessed
by calling (219) 225-8177 and
entering Conference ID 174 586
369#.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility
will hold its monthly joint Person-
nel and Benefits/Board of Trustees
meeting at 7:30 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Jan. 24, 2024, the TriCo Of-
fice, 7236 Mayflower Park Drive,
Zionsville.

TriCo Regional Sewer Utility
will hold its monthly joint Budget
and Finance/Board of Trustees
meeting at 7:30 am. on Friday,
Jan. 26, 2024, the TriCo Office,
7236 Mayflower Park Drive, Zi-
onsville.

HAMILTON HEIGHTS SCHOOL CORPORATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2024 SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

DATE (All Wednesday)
Feb. 21 at 6:30 p.m.
March 13 at 6:30 p.m.
April 17 at 6:30 p.m.
May 15 at 6:30 p.m.
June 19 at 6:30 p.m.
July 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 at 7:30 a.m.
Oct. 23 at 7:30 a.m.
Nov. 20 at 7:30 a.m.
Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m.

LOCATION

Student Activity Center, 420 W. North St., Arcadia

Student Activity Center
Student Activity Center
Student Activity Center
Student Activity Center
Student Activity Center
Student Activity Center

High School, 25802 State Road 19, Arcadia
Middle School, 25150 State Road 19, Arcadia
Elementary School, 25350 State Road 19, Arcadia

Student Activity Center

Send Meeting Notices to:
News@ReadTheReporter.com
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ADLER
g attorneys

www.noblesvilleattorney.com

* Family Law

 * Real Estate Law
* Estate Planning

* Probate
* Business

* Personal Injury

* Litigation

* Guardianship

* Adoption

o Elder Law
* Appeals

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE

AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details
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Fishers student makes
UW-Eau Claire dean’s list

The REPORTER

The University of Wis-
consin-Eau Claire extends
congratulations to the 2,778
students named to the fall
2023 dean's list. Their ac-
ademic performance has

NIE

been outstanding, and these
students are recognized
with pride.

Locally, Kristen Friesth
of Fishers made the dean’s
list. Friesth is studying in the
College of Arts and Sciences.

EXPRESS

ENJOY THE RIGH HISTORY
OF RAIL TRAVEL!

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds
and experience of a ride in our
1950s Santa Fe equipment.

The Nickel Plate Express operates on
12.5 miles of the former Nickel Plate
Road between Noblesville and Atlanta.

Excursions board out of Noblesville
at 825 Forest Park Drive.

NickelPlateExpress.com

News & Opinion

Off to the races: the
2024 legislative session

This year the
legislative session
is scheduled to
end on March 14.
Approximately
250 Senate bills
and 425 House

COLUMNIST

harmful to mi-
nors, authored
by Rep. Abbott.
There has been
much discussion
and debate about
what is consid-

bills are proposed ered “obscene”
for this session. and what material
Undoubtedly, MELBA KISER is “educational.”

most of these bills
will not be assigned to a
committee or pass the bill's
first reading.

It is impossible to cover
all the bills affecting our ed-
ucation system in this short
space, so I will mention a
few that I believe should be
passed and some that should

not see the light of day.
First is HB 1072, Stu-
dent Immunizations, au-

thored by Rep. Cash. This
bill prohibits the require-
ment of an immunization
shot for a student enrolled in
a health profession educa-
tion program. The bill also
states that a student does not
have to provide information
regarding the student’s reli-
gious objection.

Second, is HB 1221,
Material that is obscene or

This bill looks to
better define the terms and
further clarify the education
and criminal laws.

Third is SB 6, Reading
Proficiency, authored by
Sen. Raatz and Sen. Rogers.
This bill addresses students
in grades 4 through 8 who
did not pass the reading
skills evaluation approved
by the state board of edu-
cation. It would require a
school to provide additional
support to students who are
at risk of not being profi-
cient in reading.

On bills that should not
be taken up, the most prob-
lematic is HB 1017, K-12
Curriculum, authored by
Rep. Smith. This bill pro-
poses that schools should
not provide instruction con-
cerning any president who

owned slaves, colonialism,
or Christopher Columbus.
Why wouldn’t we want to
teach our children the facts
of the past so that we can
continue to learn from our
mistakes and “form a more
perfect Union™?

SB 195, Age for com-
pulsory school attendance,
authored by Sen. Taylor,
would mandate that any
child who is 5 years of
age on Aug. 1 of a school
year must attend school.
The current law states that
a child must be 7 years of
age. Do we want our chil-
dren to be instructed by
others at such an early age?
Children do not have to be
in a school environment to
be learning.

The last bill 1 wish to
discuss will be controversial
due to the strong beliefs on
all sides of the matter. HB
1037, Minimum teacher
salaries, is authored by Rep.
Klinker. This bill would re-
quire a school corporation
to submit a report to the
Department of Education
as to why it cannot meet a
minimum salary of $60,000

a year for each full-time
teacher. The current require-
ment for such a report is a
minimum salary of $40,000.
In addition, the report must
include cost savings mea-
sures taken by the school to
meet this minimum require-
ment and it must do so start-
ing June of 2025.

Regarding HB 1037 1
want to state that in no way
am | saying that teachers
do not deserve better pay.
Teachers provide a tremen-
dous service in the educa-
tion of our children. The
problem with this bill is that
it pushes the minimum by
too much too fast. There are
also concerns regarding the
measures school corpora-
tions will take in their cost
savings efforts.

I would encourage our
parents, grandparents, and
taxpayers to familiarize
themselves with the current
slate of legislation and let
their elected officials know
where they stand. To see
what bills are proposed this
session go to iga.in.gov and
click on “Legislation” in top
navigation.

Carmel town hall with
Rep. Spartz set for next week

Pirates & Princesses

Prepare to set sail on an enchanting journey
as the historic Nickel Plate Express presents
the Pirate and Princess Train Ride. This
thrilling 75-minute adventure promises
an unforgettable experience filled with
encounters with swashbuckling pirates and
elegant princesses. Dust off your finest
costumes and join us for a truly magical
experience.

January 27

NickelPlateExpress.com

Photo provided
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz invites her Hamilton County constituents to a town hall in
Carmel next week. Everyone is welcome to ask questions of the Congresswoman from 4 to 6
p-m. on Thursday, Jan. 25 at Carmel City Hall, 1 Civic Square. This is the first in a series of town
halls Rep. Spartz plans to give around the Fifth District in 2024.

Bourbon and Chocolate
All aboard the Nickel Plate Express for a
bourbon and chocolate pairing! Take an hour
and 30-minute ride through Hamilton County
while sampling 3 bourbons and 3 unique and
local chocolate desserts. A cash bar is available
to purchase wine, beer and bourbon.

AG Rokita reminds Hoosiers to be alert during
National Human Trafficking Awareness Month

The REPORTER their  excessive to encounter traf- should pay for their despica-

February 10 Indiana Attorney Gen- online presence. ficking victims.  ble crimes.”
eral Todd Rokita is asking I encourage all With January According to the U.S.
Niekﬂﬂateﬂxpress_com Hoosiers to stay alert for parents to mon- being  National State Department, signs of
signs of human trafficking in itor their child’s Human Traffick- human trafficking include
communities across Indiana online  interac- ing  Awareness observations that someone:
and to report any suspicious tions to keep them Month, it is a * lives with their em-

Lonely Hearts Club Express

Join us for a 75-minute train ride filled with
laughter, connections, and a vibrant atmosphere.
You’ll be greeted with a warm welcome and a

activities to authorities.
“Human trafficking
may seem like an issue that
doesn’t affect your specific
community, but it’s some-

safe.”

Human traf-
ficking is a bil-
lion-dollar crim-

Rokita
inal enterprise. It occurs

fitting time to re-
mind Hoosiers to
stay watchful and
look out for signs
of a potential trafficking vic-

ployer.

» lives with multiple
people in a cramped space.

* otherwise experiences
poor living conditions.

: ; i times brushed under the rug anytime someone uses tim. * is prohibited from

chance to mingle with other amazing individuals .. . . » . . .
. i because victims are either force, fraud, or coercion to Human trafficking is speaking alone to strangers.

who are also embracing their single status. . . 4 . . . .
scared to admit the truth make another individual a rapidly growing crime * gives answers that ap-

Enjoy a cocktail or two as you make new friends
while chugging along the rails.

February 14

NickelPlatoExpress.com

Easter Express

A farmer has misplaced some eggs and is pretty
sure they are somewhere on the Nickel Plate
Express! Come share in a little rail adventure

as you roll through Hamilton County’s northern

countryside to see the trees in bloom while
enjoying a snack and a springtime story.

March 23, 24 and 30

NickelPlatoExpress.com

Fortow, THE REPORTER

or are groomed at a young
age,” AG Rokita said. “On-
line recruitment has played
a major role in this crime.
Our kids are extremely
vulnerable to sex traffick-
ing and exploitation due to

provide labor, services, or
commercial sex acts.

People in certain job
roles — such as medical pro-
fessionals, restaurant work-
ers, teachers, and truck driv-
ers — are particularly likely

in Indiana and across our
country,” Rokita said. “In-
creasing awareness and edu-
cation on the topic is the first
step in helping these vic-
tims. Hoosiers value justice,
and these callous enslavers

Now Open

)

White Barn Antiques

QUALITY ANTIQUES AND VINTAGE HOME FURNISHINGS

2192 E. County Road 1100 S.
Cloverdale, IN 46120
Hours: Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-5

Or by appointment
Phone: 765-712-1640

pear to be scripted and re-
hearsed.

* has an employer hold-
ing their identity documents.

» shows signs of physical
abuse.

* is submissive or fear-
ful.

* is unpaid or paid very
little.

* is under 18 and work-
ing in the commercial sex
industry.

If you have suspicions
that someone is being traf-
ficked, you should immedi-
ately call local law enforce-
ment. You may also call the
National Human Trafficking
Hotline at 1-888-373-7888.

The Office of the Attor-
ney General operates the
Address Confidentiality Pro-
gram, which helps protect
victims of certain crimes
— including those who have
been trafficked — by conceal-
ing their residential address
from the public and thereby
their victimizers.

Click here to learn more
about the program.
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News & Obituary

Indiana ag department
announces $6.7M in grants
available to strengthen food
supply chain infrastructure

The REPORTER

The Indiana State Department
of Agriculture (ISDA) announced
Thursday it has a cooperative
agreement with U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Agricul-
tural Marketing Service (AMS)
under the Resilient Food Systems
Infrastructure Program (RFSI).

Through this agreement, the
two entities are working together
to offer over $6.7 million in com-
petitive grant funding for projects
designed to build resilience across
the middle of the supply chain.

“These grants are critical to
ensuring the security of our food
supply,” said Lt. Gov. Suzanne
Crouch, who serves as Indiana’s
Secretary of Agriculture and Rural
Development. “Federal partners
like USDA-AMS are a wonderful
asset to Indiana and to agriculture.
I am excited to see Hoosier busi-
nesses expand with these grants.”

The purpose of this program is
to improve food supply resilience
in the middle of the food chain
through increasing distribution,
aggregation, storage capacity,
market expansion and facility up-
dates/expansions. Following fed-
eral guidance, the project perfor-
mance period will be June 2024
through May 2027. Applicants
must demonstrate how this proj-
ect will improve resilience in the
middle of the food chain.

“Our Hoosier farmers, produc-
ers, agribusinesses, and consumers
need a steady food supply chain
system,” ISDA Don Lamb said.
“We are grateful that USDA rec-
ognized this need in Indiana and

Thanks for
reating!

across the country and
continue to work with
us to enhance our mid-
dle of the food chain
businesses. These grants
will go a long way in en-
suring rural vitality and
success for our small
and mid-sized produc-
ers, processors as well
as Hoosier consumers.”
Who is eligible?

Indiana businesses and produc-
ers that work in the middle of the
food chain sector, defined as “from
the farm gate to the end retail mar-
ket” or the processing and aggre-
gation/distribution sector of the
food chain. Eligible product ideas
could include, but are not limit-
ed to, creating a produce packing
line, value added dairy and egg
products, establishing/expanding
a co-packing facility, or building a
commercial kitchen.

Who is ineligible?

Products including meat, poul-
try, wild-caught seafood, dietary
supplements, and food for animal
consumption do not qualify in this
program. Businesses may have
the above listed product lines but
grant funds cannot be used to ben-
efit these products. All for profit
businesses must qualify as a small
business by the Small Business
Administration standards.

Eligible expenses may include,
but are not limited to:

* Purchase/upgrade of equip-
ment, infrastructure and technolo-
gy — including installation

* Construction of a new facility
or expansion of current facilities

* Increasing storage space - in-
cluding cold storage, addition of
new product lines

* Increasing packaging and la-
beling capabilities

* Facility upgrades for cli-

Crouch

mate-smart equipment

“This  partnership
between USDA and
Indiana is allowing crit-
ical funding to reach ar-
eas of the supply chain
that need it most,” said
USDA Marketing and
Regulatory  Programs
Under Secretary Jenny
Lester Moffitt. “The
projects funded through this pro-
gram will create new opportu-
nities for the region’s small and
midsize producers to thrive, ex-
pand access to nutritious food op-
tions, and increase supply chain
resiliency.”

Applications will open on Jan.
29, and will be due to ISDA by
noon on March 8, 2024. Those
interested in receiving a subaward
should apply directly through
ISDA by March 8. Links to tech-
nical assistance webinars, appli-
cation materials and additional
resources can all be found at isda.
in.gov. AMS encourages applica-
tions that serve smaller farms and
ranches, new and beginning farm-
ers and ranchers, underserved pro-
ducers, veteran producers, female
producers, and underserved com-
munities.

Through the program and in
addition to the Infrastructure Grant
funding, ISDA will support supply
chain coordination and technical
assistance to farmers and food
businesses operating in process-
ing, aggregation, and distribution
— all critical activities to support
access to more and better markets
for farmers.

For details about a virtual Re-
silient Food Systems Infrastruc-
ture grant overview set for 3 to 4
p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 24, or
for more information, visit isda.
in.gov.
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TODAY’S BIBLE READING

LABAN PURSUES JACOB

“I have been with you for twenty years now. Your sheep
and goats have not miscarried, nor have I eaten rams
from your flocks. I did not bring you animals torn by wild
beasts, I bore the loss myself. And you demanded payment
from me for whatever was stolen by day or night. This was
my situation: The heat consumed me in the daytime and the
cold at night, and sleep fled from my eyes. It was like this
for the twenty years I was in your household. I worked for
you fourteen years for your two daughters and six years
for your flocks, and you changed my wages ten times. If
the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of
Isaac, had not been with me, you would surely have sent
me away empty-handed. But God has seen my hardship

and the toil of my hands, and last night he rebuked you.”
Genesis 31:38-42 (NIV)

Kristina Kay Kennedy
May 19, 1953 — November 2, 2023

Kristina Kay Kennedy passed away on Thursday, November 2,
2023. Kay was born on May 19, 1953, in Nobles-
ville, the daughter of Ernest and Evelyn Kennedy.

She is survived by her two children, Andrew
(36) and Molly (35) along with her husband,
Kevin Mannix. She is also survived by three sis-
ters, Judith Johnson, Lillian Foland, and Carolyn
Rawlings.

Kay was preceded in death by her parents, Er-
nest Kennedy and Evelyn Kikendall Kennedy, as
well as her sister, Barbara Theising.

Kay grew up in Hamilton County, where her father and mother
were the owners of Anderson Hatchery in downtown Noblesville. She
grew up as the youngest of five children, where she was blessed to
have the love and support of her four older sisters. She married Kevin
Mannix in 1984, and together they raised two children. They have
lived in Noblesville close to four decades where many friendships
were made over the years. Kay enjoyed spending her time with family,
friends, and was very involved in their church community.

Sharing time with her family was something she cherished im-
mensely. Kay has four grandchildren, Kaydence (15), Makaylee (11),
Cora (10) and Camden (8), whom she adored. She would light up
when talking about each one of them and they were deeply loved.

Kay worked in the surgical field for 41 years and held multiple
roles throughout her career. She enjoyed every part of being a certified
surgical technologist and will be greatly missed by those she worked
alongside for so many years.

Her devotion to her Lord and Savior was of the utmost impor-
tance. Her life was a living testimony of the love of Jesus Christ, and
she wanted to share this love with everyone. It was evident for all to
see that Kay would always put others first. She touched the hearts of
so many by living a selfless life full of overwhelming generosity, kind-
ness, and joy. She will be remembered for her heart that was always
overflowing with love and for her cheerful smile. Kay made the lives
of others better by giving of herself without hesitation by listening,
caring, and expressing the love of Christ through her actions.

A celebration of Kay’s life will be held from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, January 27, 2024, at Christ Community Church, 4770 E. Main
St., Carmel.

Condolences: randallroberts.com
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16698 Birdbrook Rd.
Noblesville » $589,900

Stunning 5BR, 4.5BA in Essex of Noblesville, custom
designed with in-laws quarters on main level, kitchen with
quartz, butler’s pantry, premium lot w/pond view, walk-
out basement, 3-car garage plus storage, a must-see to
appreciate all this home has to offer. BLC#21949379

Noblesville - $289, 9 0

R, 2BA ranch i Iocated in family fr|endly
Fairfield Farms huge great room w/doors leading to
covered patio & fenced backyard, kitchen w/pantry,

dining area & all appliances stay, new windows, water

softener & HVAC in 2020, Fence roof & gutters 2021.

Call Peggy 317.439.3258
or Jennifer 317.695.6032

court and cute she shed.

| Yburhduse \
i could be here!
Give us a call.

10717 Upland Way
Noblesville - $349,900

Welcome to this lovely 4BR, 2.5BA home, kitchen
with center island and newer SS appliances,
spacious family room with gas fireplace, park-like
backyard with maintenance-free deck, auto-

retractable awning, paver patio, basketball
LC#21949680
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Sports

NOBLESVILLE YOUTH SPORTS ALLIANCE

ONE COMMUNITY e 6500+ KIDS ® 17 PROGRAMS

www.noblesvillesports.com @noblesvillesports

HAMILTON COUNTY SPORTS

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

NOBLESVILLE, CARMEL, WESTFIELD, SHERIDAN, HAMILTON HEIGHTS, FISHERS, UNIVERSITY, GUERIN CATHOLIC, HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN

Boys Basketball

Photos by Joshua Herd
Carmel’s Evan Harrell (15) and Ben Bremer (13) both scored 16 points for the Greyhounds during their
win over Pike Friday at the Eric Clark Activity Center.

Carmel Greyhounds send
Pike Red Devils packing

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CARMEL - The young
Carmel pups are beginning
to grow up.

The Greyhounds’ boys
basketball team took a big
step Friday night at the Eric
Clark Activity Center when
it hosted Pike. Carmel got
off to a fantastic start and
carried that momentum to a
72-42 victory over the Red
Devils.

The victory was a sure
sign for ‘Hounds coach
Ryan Osborn that the team
is getting better, and he
gives his players the credit.

“They come in every
day and the things that tra-
ditionally we try to do well,
we’re trying to do well with
this team too,” said Osborn.
“And they continue to come
in every day and compete.”

Carmel had no problem
competing against Pike. The
Greyhounds poured in the
first 16 points of the game,
with Evan Harrell scoring
seven of them, including a
3-pointer. Ryan Clevenger
then drilled a 3 to give Car-

mel a 16-0 lead.

Terrencio Davis scored
with 41 seconds in the quar-
ter to get Pike on the board.
The Greyhounds led 17-2 at
the end of the period, then
blasted through the second
quarter by scoring 26 points.

Quinn Murphy made a
three-point play for Carm-
el’s first points of the peri-
od. Harrell added five more
points, then Alex Couto
nailed two 3s. His second
triple started an 11-0 run that
took the Greyhounds to half-
time up 43-15. Ben Bremer
also hit two 3s during that
run, with Mitchell Mulloy
scoring on a layin.

Carmel continued to
cruise through the third
quarter, which ended with
the ‘Hounds ahead 57-29.
Bremer, Couto and Clev-
enger all made 3s, and a
Bremer layin finished the
period. In the fourth quarter,
Harrell scored consecutive
baskets on a putback and
off a steal, and that gave
Carmel its largest lead at 67-
32. Sophomore Jamichael
Fountain also hit a 3 in the
fourth.

CARMEL 72, PIKE 42
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Alex Couto 3-8 0-0 9 1
Ryan Clevenger 4-9 0-0 10 2
Aiden Dickerson 1-3 0-0 2 1
Ben Bremer 4-5 5-6 16 1
Evan Harrell 6-15 2-2 16 4
Quinn Murphy 2-3 1-1 5 1
Mitchell Mulloy 34 1-2 7 1
Max Winders 0-1 2-4 2 1
Jamie Whack 0-0 0-0 0 0
Jamichael Fountain 1-1 0-0 3 1
Julian Vogt 0-1 0-0 0 0
Zach Michaels 1-1 0-0 2 1
Jack Perry 0-0 0-0 0 0
Totals 25-51 115 72 14

Score by Quarters

Pike 2 13 14 13-42
Carmel 17 26 14 15-72
Carmel 3-point shooting (11-20) Couto 3-6, Bremer 3-4, Harrell
2-4, Clevenger 2-3, Fountain 1-1, Dickerson 0-1, Viogt 0-1.
Carmel rebounds (30) Harrell 7, Dickerson 6, Clevenger 4, Mulloy
4, Couto 3, Murphy 3, Fountain 1, Bremer 1, Winders 1.

Bremer and Harrell fin-
ished with 16 points each,
while Clevenger scored 10.
Bremer totaled three triples,
and Couto’s three 3s gave
him nine points. Harrell led
the rebounds with seven,
while Aiden Dickerson col-
lected six. Bremer also had
four assists.

“Consistency in the line-

up has helped,” said Osborn.
“It’s a team game. | think
the more reps you can get
as a unit, the more crisp you
are and the more you trust
each other, and that shows
on both ends of the floor.”

Carmel improved to 5-9
with the win. The Grey-
hounds play at Brownsburg
tonight.

Blowout: Millers
snuff out Flashes

By CRAIG ADKINS
For The Reporter

NOBLESVILLE —
Wednesday night’s loss to
Class 4A No. 3 Westfield
was still fresh on the minds
of the Noblesville Millers as
they took the court Friday
night against another Hoo-
sier Crossroads Conference
opponent in Franklin Cen-
tral.

The 4A No. 4 Millers
took out their frustrations
on the visiting Flashes and
did it in a pretty convincing
fashion with a 61-31 victo-

Noblesville got off to a
hot start offensively, but it
was defense that kept Frank-
lin Central fully in check in
the first quarter. Holding the
Flashes down with a 17-3
first quarter and just three
made free throws, the visi-
tors would also be without
a made field goal in the first
eight minutes.

“We challenged the guys
on our toughness after West-
field. Not that we didn’t play
hard. We played really hard
against Westfield, but there
were multiple plays we felt
like we could have made,”
said Noblesville varsity as-
sistant Jake Hoffman.

Hoffman filled in ex-
tremely well on Friday
night for head coach Scott
McClelland, who was side-
lined at home with a case of
the flu.

The Millers responded
in a big way last night af-
ter just their second loss on
Wednesday. Franklin Cen-
tral spent more time at the
free throw line in the sec-
ond, but more importantly,
finally made their first field
goal with 2:37 left in the
first half.

“Seeing on film what we
talk about everyday was just
our message. How do you
respond from failure? Fail-
ure can be a good thing and
I feel like that really moti-
vated our guys for tonight,
especially when your head
coach isn’t here. That’s a
whole another burden in it-
self to come together,” con-
tinued Hoffman.

Franklin Central out-
scored the Millers 10-7 in
the second, but Noblesville
was still able to keep the
lead in double digits at 24-
13 at halftime.

guarded tonight, it makes
everything a lot easier. The
way we guarded early, I felt
like our offense was easy.
We took some quick shots
and there’s a fine line of
trusting our defense and we
kept getting stops in the sec-
ond. We played too fast and
didn’t have great shot selec-
tion and it allowed them to
have a run,” stated Hoffman.

The Flashes started the
third on a 7-4 run to get it
under 10 at 28-20, but that
only fueled the Millers.
Noblesville had a burst of
energy and decided to run.
Numerous fast break layups
sandwiched a Baron Walk-
er three and before Frank-
lin Central could blink, the
scoreboard read 39-23.

“The third quarter we
kind of settled back into
getting stops. I thought our
execution against their press
was huge. We decided that
we were going to attack it
and that’s what we did,” said
Hoffman.

A 21-10 third quarter
helped increase the lead
to 45-23. Hunter Walston
would score eight of his
points in the frame, most of
them on fast breaks. Aaron
Fine also added six and Bar-
on Walker five in the third
to distance the Millers from
the Flashes.

Keeping its foot on the
gas, Noblesville continued
to pour it on in the fourth
on its way to a 61-31 rout of
Franklin Central.

“We did a good job of
sharing it. It didn’t really
matter what we ran offen-
sively, we had a great mind-
set to just attack and that
made it really, really easy,”
stated Hoffman.

Balance is just the way
this Miller team operates. It
doesn’t matter who scores
and how much. Playing bas-
ketball as a team and togeth-
er is what has helped pro-
duce 13 wins in 15 games
thus far.

“It was great together-
ness and just trusting the
next guy. Certain guys prob-
ably didn’t play as well as
they could have either offen-
sively, but I thought we did a
great job of having an attack
for somebody else mindset.
That’s a heck of a win for
our guys and hopefully we
can keep building on it,”
said Hoffman.
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Basketball

Westfield boys drop first game Carmel girls beat up
y P 5 Red Devils on the road

The REPORTER

ed another 14 points in the

of season, girls dealt loss as well

The Carmel girls basket-

fourth to seal the win.

The REPORTER the evening, making two 3s in BOYS GAME ball team picked up a road Keaton Gatlin made

The Westfield boys bas- the first half for a total of six. BROWNSBURG 62. WESTFIELD 56 victory at Pike on Friday, by three 3-pointers on her way
ketball team was handed its Will Harvey had eight points, g the score of 49-39. to 13 points. Taryn Fisher
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points in the fourth quarter, The Shamrocks led 16- Brownsburg 10 13 11 28 —62 Lauren Perry 2.7 1-2 7 1
but Brownsburg scored 28, 10 after one quarter, with the | Westfield 3-pointers (3) Buchanan 6, Harvey 2, Haffner. Taryn Fisher 4-4 1-2 9 0
which was enough to keep Bulldogs cutting that lead to Jamie Elliott 36 0-1 6 )
the lead. 23-21 at halftime. Browns- when Avery Gordon made ers. Full stats were not avail- | Megan Hamm 00 1-2 1 0

Trey Buchanan took over burg led 38-36 after three a buzzer-beating putback; able at press time. The Sham- | Sydney Bonds 0-0 00 0 0
the game in the fourth quar- quarters, but Westfield closed she scored 41 points for the rocks finished conference | Rilee McBride 0-0 0-0 0 0
ter. He scored 24 points, in- the gap and had the game game. play 3-4 and are 12-9 overall; | Totals 15-34 1319 49 6
cluding four 3-pointers. Bu- tied at 52 at the end of reg- Ellie Kelleher scored 31 they play their regular-season Score by Quarters
chanan totaled 33 points for ulation. The Bulldogs won points, including six 3-point- finale Tuesday at Ben Davis. (P:_all(rme| ]g g (1;4 1;1 - gg

ike -
Carmel 3-point shooting (6-15) Gatlin 3-4, Perry 2-6, Shepherd
1 H C C d bl h d 1-3, Woods 0-1, Elfott 0-1.
Roya S Swe ep Ou e e a er Carmel rebounds (21) Woods 5, Gatlin 4, Shepherd 4, Elliott 4,
Fisher 2, Hamm 1, Bonds 1.

The REPORTER

The Hamilton South-
eastern basketball teams had
a nice evening in their home
gym on Friday, as the Roy-
als swept a Hoosier Cross-

run to tie the game at 67-67,
then surged ahead to get the
victory.

Maya Makalusky had a
tremendous night, scoring
37 points. That included six

ern prevailed 42-35. Zions-
ville led 10-9 at the end of
the first quarter. The Roy-
als went on an 11-2 run to
take their largest lead of the
game at 20-12 late in the

Donovan Hamilton led
the way with 18 points and
six rebounds, while Nate
Orr added 15 points, includ-
ing a pair of 3-pointers.

The HSE girls finished

MILLERS

Baron Walker led all

from Page 12
Curry and Ryan Vetor each

roads Conference double- 3-pointers. Kennedy Hol- second quarter. conference play at 7-0 and  gcorers with a game-high 15 scored seven, with Aiden
header with Zlon’svﬂle. ~ man did it all, pouring in The Eagles cut that are 18-2 overall. They host 6ints and four rebounds. Brewer adding six with five
Southeastern’s girls 19 points, dishing out six lead to 20-15 at halftime, 4A No. 3 Center Grove t0- VWalker also knocked down rebounds.

went first, and they clinched
an undefeated HCC cham-
pionship by winning a hard-
fought game 76-72. The Ea-
gles led 64-54 in the fourth

assists, making five steals
and blocking two shots.
Makalusky and Kinley
Johnson both had four re-
bounds.

then got within 27-25 after
three quarters. Southeastern
clinched the game with a
15-point fourth quarter.

night. Southeastern’s boys
are 1-3 in HCC play and
10-5 overall; they travel to
Mount Vernon tonight.

three from outside 5-for-
9 overall. Hunter Walston
had 13 points and grabbed
four boards, shooting 6-of-

Noblesville (13-2, 2-2
HCC) is off until Friday
when it hosts Hamilton
Southeastern in HCC play.

BOYS GAME 9. Aaron Fine scored nine, The Royals were 42-35 win-
quarter, but the Class 4A The boys game was also snagged seven rebounds and ners at home over Zionsville
No. 1 Royals made a 13-3 a tough one, but Southeast- HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 42, dished out six assists. Justin _last night.
ZIONSVILLE 35
GIRLS GAME Southeastern FG FT TP PF
HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN 76, Donovan Hamilton  6-12 5-10 18 4
ZIONSVILLE 72 Nate Orr 5-9 34 15 1
Southeasten  FG  FT TP PF Bracden Totten 28 116 3
Michael Griffith 1-4 1-2 3 3
Maya Makalusky ~ 11-17  9-12 37 4
Kam Anthony 0-0 0-0 0 2
Kennedy Holman ~ 6-12 7-12 19 4
706 Lawl 0-1 0-0 0 1 Jack Jacobs 0-3 0-0 0 1
06 LaWIess - ) Maverick Young ~ 0-2 -0 0 3
Kayla Stidham 1-3 22 5 1 Sy
. Deion Miles 0-1 0-2 0 0
Addison Van Hoesen 1-1 1-2 3 3
Lucas Weemer 0-0 0-0 0 0
Antonette Green ~ 2-2 1-2 7 0 -
. Totals 14-39 1019 42 17
Kayla Brinley 2-7 0-0 4 0
. Score by Quarters
Kinley Johnson 0-4 1-2 1 2 R
Zionsville 10 ® 10 10-35
Totals 2347 1-32 76 15
Southeastern 3-point shooting (9-18) Makalusky 6-9, Green 2-2 Southeastern 9 M ! 1542
outheastem 3-point shoofing (9-18) Makalusky 6-9, Green 2-2, Southeastern 3-point shooting (4-13) Orr 2-2, Totten 1-5, Hamilton
Stidham 1-2, Holman 0-2, Brinley 0-2, Lawless 0-1. :
Southeast bounds (18) Makalusky 4. Jo 4 Stidham 3 1-2, Young 0-2, Jacobs 0-1, Miles 0-1.
Hor ea; eén re OZUQ/S (H ) Ma ZUE yI ! 01 nson 4, stdnham o, Southeastern rebounds (27) Hamilton 6, Orr 4, Totten 3, Jacobs 2,
oiman 2, areen Z, Van Hoesen 2, Lawless 1. Anthony 2, Young 1, Griffith 1, Weemer 1, team 7.
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of Freedom &=
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Sports

Guerin Catholic falls to Brebeuf Jesuit
in Circle City Conference doubleheader

The REPORTER

Guerin Catholic had a
tough night at Brebeuf Je-
suit on Friday, as the Braves
swept the Golden Eagles in
both games of a Circle City
Conference doubleheader.

In the girls game,
Brebeuf won 55-31. The
Braves led 14-10 after one
quarter, Kori Dues helped
keep Guerin Catholic in it
with two 3-pointers. Bre-
beuf outscored GC 11-2
in the second period for a
26-12 halftime lead, then
poured in another 20 points
in the third quarter.

Dues finished the game
with three 3s and 11 points.
Annie Murphy scored sev-
en.

The boys game was a
battle between two ranked
teams in Class 3A: the
Golden Eagles are No. 2
and the Braves are No. 4.
Brebeuf Jesuit scored 21
points in the fourth quarter
to finish a 59-50 win over
Guerin Catholic.

The Braves started fast,
leading 16-10 after one
quarter, then going up 19-
10 in the second. The Gold-
en Eagles played even with
Brebeuf in the second quar-
ter, but still trailed 26-20 at
halftime. Guerin Catholic
cut the Braves’ lead to 38-
36 after three periods be-
fore the Braves ran away in
the fourth.

Four GC
reached double figures.
Bryson Cardinal scored
15 points, with Robert So-
rensen adding 12. Dylan
Murans had 11 points and
Jack Cherry scored 10. Car-
dinal led the rebounds with

players

(ABOVE) Reagan Haines had five points for Guerin Catholic’s girls team in
the first game of the Circle City Conference doubleheader. (RIGHT) Guerin
Catholic’s Bryson Cardinal scored 15 points for the Golden Eagles boys
team during its Friday game with Brebeuf Jesuit.

eight, while Murans pulled
seven rebounds and also
blocked two shots.

Both teams finished
conference play with this
game. Guerin Catholic’s
girls completed their con-
ference schedule with a 1-4
record and are 9-12 overall.
They finish the regular sea-
son next Friday by hosting
Lafayette Central Catholic
in another doubleheader.

The Guerin Catholic
boys ended the CCC season
4-1 and are 12-5 overall.
They return to the Eagles
Nest on Tuesday to host
Liberty Christian before
hosting LCC on Friday.

Photos by Mike Navarro

GIRLS GAME BOYS GAME
BREBEUF JESUIT 55, GUERIN CATHOLIC 31| | BREBEUF JESUIT 59, GUERIN CATHOLIC 50
Guerin Catholic  FG FT TP PF Guerin Catholic  FG FT TP PF
Annie Murphy 2 2-2 7 1 Jack Cherry 59 0-0 10 3
Gianna Morelli 1 0-0 2 4 Robert Sorensen 49 2-2 12 5
Reagan Haines 2 1-3 5 0 Andy Caron 1-7 0-0 2 1
Ava Bills 0 0-2 0 4 Dylan Murans 4-8 2-4 1" ®
Emery Cardinal 1 0-0 2 4 Bryson Cardinal ~ 5-11 57 15 4
Kori Dues 4 0-0 1 0 Malcolm Houze 0-1 0-0 0 4
Lillian Behrle 1 0-0 3 1 Ryne Paris 0-1 0-0 0 1
Caroline Ford 0 1-2 1 2 Ben Grissom 0-1 0-0 0 0
Mia Bair 0 0-0 0 1 Asher Arkenau 0-0 0-0 0 0
Lucy Collins 0 0-0 0 1 Totals 19-47 9-13 50 23
Totals 11 49 31 18 Score by Quarters
Score by Quarters Guerin Catholic 10 10 16 14-50
Guerin Catholic 10 2 7 12-31 Brebeuf Jesuit 16 10 12 21-59
Brebeuf Jesuit 14 1 20 10-55 Guerin Catholic 3-point shooting (3-11) Sorensen 2-5, Murans 1-2,
Guerin Catholic 3-pointers (5) Dues 3, Murphy, Behrle. Caron 0-2, Houze 0-1, Grissom 0-1.
Guerin Catholic rebounds (29) Cardinal 8, Murans 7, Sorensen 4,
Caron 4, Cherry 2, Houze 2, Paris 1, team 1.

West District Office: (317) 848-0201
www.spartz.house.gov

VICTORIA SPARTZ

" PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

CONGRESSWOMAN

Constituent Services

,—l"'".-‘_.--._"'h‘.

Help with Federal Agencies

I can help you when dealing with
federal agencies, including:

® Social Security issues
® Medicare claims

® Veterans benefits

® Passport assistance
® |RS questions

US Flag Requests

Obtain commemorative flags flown
over the US Capitol from my office.

Military Academy Nominations

High school students in our district

may contact my office to request a
nomination to attend one of our nation’s
service academies.

US Capitol and White House
Tour Requests

My office can help arrange tours
throughout our nation’s capital.

East District Office: (765) 639-0671
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Basketball

Fishers boys & girls team
up to take down Avon

The REPORTER
The Fishers basketball
teams cruised to a Hoosier

ter, during which Harris
scored another eight points.
Harris finished with 20

Crossroads Conference points while Dickman con-
doubleheader sweep Fri- tributed 17 points. Allison
day at Avon. Scheu had 16 points and

The Tigers girls used a
strong start to beat the Ori-
oles 66-50. Fishers jumped
out to a 22-12 lead by the
end of the first quarter;
Talia Harris scored eight
points and Nevaeh Dick-
man had seven. The Tigers
led 36-21 at halftime and

joined Harris and Dickman
in scoring in each quarter.
Fishers’ boys, the No.
1 team in Class 4A, had an
equally easy time, as they
took care of Avon 70-38.
The Tigers outscored the
Orioles in each period,
leading 18-12 after one and

Garner scored 15 points in
the first half.

Fishers rocketed
through the third quarter,
pouring in 22 points and
leading 54-29 at the end of
the period. Millen McCa-
rtney provided the finish-
ing touches in the fourth
quarter with eight points,
including two 3-pointers.

Garner  totaled 22

quarter. Justin Kirby came
off the bench to add 11
points and McCartney fin-
ished with 10 for the Ti-
gers.

The Fishers girls are
4-2 in the conference and
15-5 overall and play Tues-
day at Lawrence North.
The Fishers boys are un-
beaten at 14-0 overall (4-0
HCC) and host Fort Wayne

SPORTS SCHEDULE

58-34 after the third quar- 32-22 at halftime. Keenan

GIRLS GAME
FISHERS 66, AVON 50
Fishers FG FT TP PF
Talia Harris 9 2-2 20 2
Morgan Roberts 1 1-2 3 1
Kate Thomas 4 0-0 8 1
Nevaeh Dickman 7 35 17 2
Allison Scheu 6 35 16 2
AlannaAnthony 0 0-0 0 0
Olivia Brookshire 0 0-0 0 0
Natalie Thomas 1 0-0 2 2
MaKayla Triplett 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 28 9-14 66 10
Score by Quarters
Fishers 22 14 22 8-66
Avon 12 9 13 16 -50
Fishers 3-pointer: Scheu.

points, scoring in each Carroll this afternoon.
BOYS GAME
FISHERS 70, AVON 38
Fishers FG FT TP PF
Taden Metzger 3 22 8 2
Millen McCartney 3 2-2 10 0
Cooper Zachary 1 1-2 3 0
JonAnthony Hall 4 1-2 9 2
Keenan Garner 8 6-8 22 4
Jason GardnerJr. 2 1-4 5 1
Justin Kirby 5 1-2 1 3
Parker Perdue 0 0-0 0 2
Nathan Baker 1 0-0 2 4
Bryson Seymour 0 0-0 0 1
Logan Sigler 0 0-0 0 0
Torey Breland 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 27 1422 70 19
Score by Quarters
Fishers 18 14 22 16-70
Avon 12 10 7 9-38
Fishers 3-pointers (2) McCartney 2.

Assessing 2024 Xfinity Series

This weekend
at Daytona Inter-
national  Speed-
way is the Rolex
24 Hours of Day-
tona. That means

COLUMNIST

Jesse  Love,
the 2023 ARCA
Menards  Series
Champion, leaves
Joe Gibbs Racing
and will drive for

that Speedweeks Richard Childress
and the Daytona in the #2 Chev-
500 is less than a rolet.  Although
month away. This ZECH YODER not  necessarily
week  we look | CheckerstoWreckers | o pew face, ALJ.
at the 2024 NA- T Allmendinger is
SCAR Xfinity Series and try leaving full-time Cup rac-
to make some predictions ing and returns to the Kaulig
for the 2024 season. Racing, driving the #16

As is usually the case,
the 2024 Xfinity field looks
much different than last year
with new faces, new rides,
and some moving up to the
NASCAR Cup Series.

Biggest moves

The biggest move of
the off-season was Shel-
don Creed, moving from
the Richard Childress Rac-
ing Chevrolet #2 to the Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota #18.
The former driver of the
Gibbs #18, Sammy Smith,
moves over to the #8 Chev-
rolet of JR Motorsports.

Chandler Smith returns
to Joe Gibbs Racing after a
one-year hiatus driving the
#16 Kaulig Racing Chev-
rolet and will pilot the #81
Toyota.

Finally,  owner/driver,
Josh Williams got a huge
break when he signed to
drive the Kaulig Racing #11,
replacing Daniel Hemric.

Newcomers

There are several new
faces in the Xfinity garage
that could challenge for
wins and even a champion-
ship.

Chevrolet. Moving up from
the Craftsman Truck Series,
Hallie Deegan will drive the
#15 AM Racing Ford.

Most interesting, 2023
Cup Series Chicago Street
Course winner, Shane van
Gisbergen, will drive for
Kaulig Racing in the #97
Chevrolet.

Leaving for Cup

Two notable drives leave
the Xfinity Series for the
Cup Series.

John Hunter Nemechek
remains with the Toyota
racing family and will join
Legacy Motor Club in the
#42 Toyota. However, he is
scheduled to split driving
responsibilities with Aric
Almirola in the Joe Gibbs
Racing #20 Toyota.

Josh Berry, who made a
dozen Cup Series starts in
2023, filling in for various
drivers, moves from Chev-
rolet to Ford and will replace
future hall of famer, Kevin
Harvick in the #4 Stewart
Haas Racing machine.

Championship
expectations

Predicting the 2024

SNYDER
STRATEGY

Xfinity Championship 4 is
especially tough this year. I
expect the full-time drivers
for JR Motorsports, Richard
Childress Racing, Joe Gibbs
Racing, and Stewart Haas
Racing to be in the mix.

Driving the #21 Chevro-
let, Austin Hill will be on a
mission after a controversial
move from his teammate
in Martinsville Speedway
kept him out of the Cham-
pionship 4. I expect Hill to
continue his Superspeedway
domination and make the
championship round.

JR Motorsports driver,
Sam Mayer, had a breakout
2023 season, making the
final round. His talent and
new-found maturity will
pay great dividends. I think
he makes it to Phoenix again
with a chance to win.

After years of frustra-
tion, Riley Herbst won his
first Xfinity Series race at
in the Fall Las Vegas race.
Despite not making the
playoffs, he had a tremen-
dous ten-race run at the end
of 2023. I believe he will
win multiple races in 2024
and make the Champion-
ship 4.

Finally, the 2023 Xfinity
Champion, Cole Custer, will
make the final round. He did
not have a spectacular 2023
season but hung around until
the end and was able to edge
out John Hunter Nemechek
and Justin Allgaier to steal
the Xfinity Championship.

Ultimately, I think Sam
Mayer gets it done this year.
His experience and maturity
finally caught up to his tal-

ent. He made smart moves
on the racetrack and was
able to experience the hype
and pressure of running for
a championship.

Sam Mayer is my 2024
Xfinity Champion pick.
Who is yours?

Zech Yoder is a local
resident, an attorney at Ad-
ler Attorneys in Noblesville,
and a lifelong race fan.

Saturday, Jan. 20
BOYS BASKETBALL
Fort Wayne Carroll at Fishers, 4:30 p.m.
Carmel at Brownsburg, 7:30 p.m.
Hamilton Southeastern at Mount Vernon, 7:30 p.m.
Maconaquah at Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Tri-West, 7:30 p.m.
BOYS WRESTLING
Hoosier Heartland Conference meet, 9 a.m. at Clinton Central
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Delphi at Sheridan, noon
Lapel at University, noon
Franklin Central at Noblesville, 12:30 p.m.
Hoosier Conference championship game: Rensselaer
Central at Hamilton Heights, 6 p.m.
Carmel at Homestead, 7:30 p.m.
Center Grove at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
SWIMMING/DIVING
Hoosier Conference boys meet, 10 a.m.
Noblesville and Fort Wayne Carroll at Fishers, 1 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 21
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Tournament draw date

Tuesday, Jan. 23
BOYS BASKETBALL
Hamilton Heights at Hagerstown, 7:30 p.m.
Liberty Christian at Guerin Catholic, 7:30 p.m.
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cathedral at Carmel, 7:30 p.m.
Fishers at Lawrence North, 7:30 p.m.

Pike at Hamilton Southeastern, 7:30 p.m.
Sheridan at Clinton Central, 7:30 p.m.
University at Heritage Christian, 7:30 p.m.
Westfield at Ben Davis, 7:30 p.m.
GYMNASTICS
Westfield at Huntington North (with Logansport), 6 p.m.
SWIMMING/DIVING
Guerin Catholic and University at Schools With No
Pools Invitational, 5:45 p.m. at [U Natatorium
Anderson at Hamilton Heights (boys only), 6 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections
to sports@readthereporter.com.

The Reporter hrings you the
best local sports couerage.

5:45 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:15 pm
7:20 pm
7:30 pm

Search for HCTVT

HAMILTON - &+ Noblesville 9
COUNTY #® TROPHIES ™=
rrmm TELEVISION www.NoblesvilleTrophies.com

Wed Jan 17 - Boys Basketball
6:00 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sporis
7:30 pm Westfield vs Noblesville | Varsity | HCTV Sports

Thu Jan 18 - Girls & Boys Swimming, Diving
5:45 pm Zionsville vs Hamilton Southeastern |
Boys and Girls Swimming and Diving | Southeastern Sports Network

Fri Jan 19 - Boys & Girls Basketball

Zionsville vs Hamilton Southeastern | Girls Varsity| SSN
Franklin Central vs Noblesville | JV Boys | HCTV Sports
Delphi vs Sheridan | Girls/Boys Dblhdr | Bragg Sports Media
Zionsville vs Hamilton Southeastern | Boys Varsity| SSN
Traders Pt vs Central Christian | Varsity Boys | Indiana SRN
Franklin Central vs Noblesville | Varsity Boys | HCTV Sports

Sat Jan 20 - Girls Basketball
11:00 am Franklin Central vs Noblesville | Junior Varsity | HCTV Sports
12:30 pm Franklin Central vs Noblesville | Varsity | HCTV Sports
- Boys Basketball
5:50 pm City Alliance Semi-Finals 1 & 2 | Indiana SRN
7:20 pm Hamilton Southeastern vs Mt Vernon |Varsity | Indiana SRN

www.HCTV1.com

On your Roku TV or Roku Device

Upcoming Broadcasts

e o
ishers

5 SSN
=
Youl[ify vewwHCTVZOm

On your Amazon Fire TV or Device
* Search for Hamiton County TV
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