
The REPORTER
The inauguration of Gover-

nor Mike Braun and Lt. Gover-
nor Micah Beckwith was held 
Monday morning at Hilbert 
Circle Theatre, 45 Monument 
Circle, Indianapolis. Gov. 
Braun, Lt. Gov. Beckwith, and 
Attorney General Todd Roki-
ta all took their oaths office 
during the ceremony.

Braun formerly served In-
diana as one of its two U.S. 
Senators, Beckwith is a pas-
tor and small business owner 
from Noblesville, and Rokita 
continues serving Hoosiers as 
the attorney general.

The Braun Administra-
tion wasted no time getting 
down to the business of gov-
erning, with the governor is-
suing 10 executive orders on 
Day 1, Jan. 13. Most of the 
orders concern creation of the 
Governor’s Cabinet and new 
departments for the cabinet 
secretaries – the pinnacle of 
Braun’s efforts to reorganize 

and hopefully streamline the 
executive branch of the state 
government.

A list of those executive 
orders with hyperlinks appears 
below.

• Executive Order  25-01: 
Creation Of Governor's Cab-
inet

• Executive Order  25-02: 

Creation Of The Office Sec-
retary Of Management And 
Budget

• Executive Order  25-03: 
Creation Of The Office Com-
merce

• Executive Order  25-04: 
Creation Of The Office Of 
Health And Family Services

• Executive Order  25-05: 

Creation Of The Office Of 
Secretary Of Public Safety

• Executive Order  25-06: 
Creation Of The Office Of En-
ergy And Natural Resources

• Executive Order  25-07: 
Creation Of The Office Of 
Education
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She’s listening
I saw a quote when 

scrolling the other day 
that was meant for 
mothers of daughters. 
It said many times our 
daughters grow up 
hearing how much they 
look like their mothers, 
and it said be very care-
ful how you talk about 
yourself because that 
same daughter who is 
constantly told she looks like you is listen-
ing to how you speak about yourself.

This is the time of year when we are 
all thinking ahead to what the new year 
will bring and the goals that we have for 
ourselves. It’s easy after the holiday slump 
to feel like our jeans are a bit tighter than 
they were before being home with too many 
Christmas cookies. I know for myself, I’ve 
had to make a deliberate effort to not speak 
poorly about my physical appearance in front 
of my daughter. I used to be one of those 
people that if complimented, I would brush 
it off and say something that I still needed 
to work on about myself. What I realize is 
that my daughter does look like me. Even 
though I don’t look in the mirror and think, 
“Wow, I’m absolutely beautiful,” I look at 
my daughter and think she’s stunning.

When I look in the mirror, I go to my 
flaws. Most women do. I look if my skin 
is uneven, notice any weight I’ve gained, 
fixate on the things that I need to change 
about myself physically. My daughter sees 
it is her mom, and she thinks I’m beautiful. 
She thinks I’m as beautiful as I think she is.

I make a point to try and not ever talk 
about losing weight in front of her, but 
place the emphasis on being healthy, so I 
have energy and feel good.

My hope for her one day is that she 
doesn’t let society take hold of her and dic-
tate her worth by the size of her jeans or if 
a boy complimented her physical appear-
ance. I hope that she sees a mom who tries 
to be healthy and when complimented, says, 

Megan Rathz
When Nature Speaks 

COLUMnISt

Westfield unveils future hopes for 
10,000-seat stadium at Grand Park
By GREGG MONTGOMERY
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Westfield city government 
on Monday revealed a plan 
for future development of the 
Grand Park Sports Campus that 
included a 10,000-seat stadium, 
a parking garage, more housing, 
and a hotel.

The announcement came 
just over a month after West-
field City Council gave a private 
company control over the man-
agement of the 400-acre cam-
pus as a way to boost profits.

A news release issued 
Monday night read, “Phase 
1 will focus on the immediate 
construction of the parking 
garage, full-service hotel, and 
mixed-use development with 
apartments, retail, restaurants, 
and entertainment as well as 
an expansion of Indy Eleven’s 
soccer operations headquar-
ters that have been located at 
Grand Park for the last decade. 
Over the next six months, 
Keystone Group will continue 
working alongside city offi-
cials to refine the district’s de-
sign, budgets, and schedules, 
focusing on creating a walk-
able, active, connected urban 
environment.”

A key addition would be the 
10,000-seat Championship Sta-
dium on the northwest corner 
of 186th Street and Grand Park 
Boulevard.

Westfield’s plans for an 
arena come after Fishers city 
government opened the 7,500-
seat Fishers Event Center in 
November. A year earlier, No-
blesville began construction 
of the 3,400-seat Noblesville 
Event Center, which remains 
under construction.

Westfield’s plans unveiled 
Monday also called for a four-
sheet ice facility or a sports-re-
lated headquarters, designed 
with maximum flexibility to ca-
ter to future needs, at the south 
end of Grand Park.

In addition, the city gov-
ernment wants to create a lin-
ear park called Champions 
Way as recognition to local 
athletes and community res-
idents. The release said the 
park would “will feature a 

variety of ‘zones’ that foster 
social connection, including a 
mini recreational football field, 
Olympic-style podiums, play 
structures, splash pads, ham-
mocks, swings, and more.”

Taxes devoted to Hamilton 
County tourism funded the mas-
ter plan.

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV 
at wishtv.com/news/west-
field-grand-park-develop-
ment-plan.

WISH-TV photo
A view of Westfield’s Grand Park Sports Campus.

Heights SROs Ireland, Neal & 
Tindall named Husky Heroes

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights School 

Resource Officers (SRO) Josh 
Ireland, Kevin Neal, and Jon 
Tindall have been named as the 
Husky Heroes for the months of 
November and December 2024.

For nearly two decades, 
Hamilton Heights has had on-
site SROs, and for most of those 
years, each building has had a 
dedicated SRO.

Since then, these dedicated 
professionals have become wo-
ven into the fabric of the school 
culture at Heights. They have 
made countless connections with 
students, staff, and families that 
have a positive impact on student 
success. Officers Ireland, Neal, 
and Tindall work diligently to 
serve and protect while being 
positive role models in the pro-
cess. Their presence not only 
ensures safety but also instills a 
sense of security and trust among 
students, parents, and educators.

Among the comments 
shared about Hamilton Heights 
SROs included the following:

“Appreciation for leading 
the safety and well-being of 
staff and students, helping with 
the flow of school bus traffic in 
the mornings, their presence at 
extra-curricular activities and 
events, involvement in specialty 
programs, as mentors and role 
models, and most of all, they 
serve, educate, protect, and help 
make our campus a safer place 
to learn and grow.” 

“This award means a lot to 
me,” said Officer Josh Ireland, 
who grew up in this community 
and attended Hamilton Heights. 
“I love my role at the schools, 
connecting with the students and 
staff, being a positive role mod-
el and link between school and 
law enforcement. “Being able 
to build a relationship and trust 
with the students and staff is a 
priority and keeps me motivated. 
I hope that each student or staff 
member knows that they can 
come to me with anything, and 
I will do my best to help them.”

“It is an honor to be recog-
nized as a Husky Hero, consider-

ing I work alongside teachers and 
staff who are truly the heroes at 
this school,” said Officer Kevin 
Neal. “I am motivated by the pos-
itive impact of my interactions 
with the student body. When I 

experience one of those more dif-
ficult days at work, this will be a 
reminder of why we (staff, teach-
ers, SROs) do what we do.”

Photo provided
(From left) Kevin Neal, Jon Tindal, and Josh Ireland, 
School Resource Officers for Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation, were recognized as the Husky Heroes for 
the months of November and December.

Dillinger elected 
president of

Hamilton County 
Commissioners

The REPORTER
Steve Dillinger has been elected 

president of the Hamilton County Com-
missioners. He replaces Mark Heir-
brandt in the role. 
Christine Altman 
will serve as Vice 
President. Election 
of officers is an 
annual practice at 
the first meeting of 
each year.

Dillinger was 
first elected to the 
Hamilton Coun-
ty Commissioners 
back in 1989, mak-
ing him the longest 
active re-elected 
Commissioner in 
the State of Indi-
ana. He represents 
District 2 which in-
cludes Fishers, No-
blesville, and both 
Delaware and No-
blesville townships.

Prior to be-
coming a County 
Commiss ione r, 
Dillinger served 
on the Noblesville 
City Council and 
Hamilton Coun-
ty Council. As a 
County Commis-
sioner, he has been 
instrumental in es-
tablishing county-wide zoning, increas-
ing county parks by more than 1,000 
acres, and turning 146th and 236th 
streets into major thoroughfares.

Dillinger has also overseen construc-
tion of the Judicial & Government Cen-
ter, the Highway Department, the County 
Jail, and the County Health Department. 
He also serves as Vice President of the 
Indianapolis Airport Authority.

Dillinger and his wife Renee have 
five children, nine grandchildren, and 
14 great-grandchildren.

Dillinger

Altman

Heirbrandt

See Listening . . . Page 2

See Heroes . . . Page 2

Reporter photo
Governor Mike Braun speaks to the crowd assembled at Hilbert Circle Theatre in 
Indianapolis during his inauguration ceremony held Monday morning.

Braun administration hits ground running

See Braun . . . Page 3
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

“Thank you!” I hope she 
doesn’t need the compliment 
because she will already 
know and believe she’s 
beautiful and not rely on the 
words of others to provide 
her confidence. I hope she 
eats well and works out be-
cause it gives her energy to 
be a good mom and wife one 
day. I hope she doesn’t place 
her value on what the scale 
says or the size of jeans 
she’s wearing.

I hope that I also remem-

ber that no matter how I feel 
about myself she is always 
listening. She’s hearing the 
way I speak about myself, 
and one day, her own daugh-
ter will do the same. I want 
to speak in a way about my-
self that I would want her to 
speak of herself one day in 
front of her own little girl.

Megan Rathz is a wife, 
mother, and teacher. She 
says everything she has ever 
learned in life came from her 
Master Gardener mother.

Listening
from Page 1

Officer Tindal agrees.
“To know that mem-

bers of our great school 
and community see our 
efforts and role in keep-
ing HHSC a safe and wel-
coming place to learn and 
grow means a lot. Every 
day brings new challeng-
es, needs, and the oppor-
tunity to make a positive 
difference for someone in 
some way. I believe this 
award will impact me 
moving forward as a re-
minder that our position as 
an SRO is important to our 
community and will help 
me to continue however I 
can to make a difference.”

Officer Ireland added, 
“This award helps confirm 
that what I have been do-
ing for 13 years is mak-
ing a difference and I will 
strive to get better each 
day. I learn new things 
from the students every 
day that I use in the future, 
the SRO job is always fun 

and rewarding. I feel very 
lucky to be in my position 
to serve.”

Sponsors for these 
Husky Heroes include 
Craig Bowen, FC Tucker, 
2nd Shift Garage Doors, 
and Dustin Dixon. A do-
nation in honor of HHSC 
School Resource Officers 
has been made to: HHHS 
Unified Track (Officer Ire-
land), Young Life (Officer 
Neal), and HHHS Unified 
Football (Officer Tindal).

Do you know Husky 
Hero? Nomination forms 
and information about this 
special recognition pro-
gram for Hamilton Heights 
employees are available 
at bit.ly/hhschuskyhero. 
The Husky Hero Recogni-
tion program is made pos-
sible through the Hamilton 
Heights Educational Foun-
dation in partnership with 
Craig and Amber Bowen 
(FC Tucker). #hhedfoun-
dation

heroes
from Page 1

Photos provided by Noblesville Schools
Noblesville High School (NHS) jazz and orchestra students have both been invited to perform on 
the national stage at upcoming events. The top NHS jazz band will open for the legendary Wynton 
Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra for their performance at the Palladium on Sunday, 
Jan. 26. Click here for more information about how you can see the show. NHS was also the only 
orchestra in the state to land a spot in the prestigious 2025 Music for All National Festival. They will 
perform March 15 at the Palladium in Carmel. Click here for more information on this event.

Noblesville on national music stage

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://bit.ly/hhschuskyhero
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/center-presents/jazz-at-lincoln-center-orchestra-with-wynton-marsalis/
https://festival.musicforall.org/
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• Executive Order  25-
08: Creation Of The Office 
Of Transportaion And In-
frastructure

• Executive Order  25-
09: Creation Of The Office 
Of Business Affairs

• Executive Order  25-
10: Continuing The Indi-
ana Executive Council On 
Cybersecurity

Stay up-to-date with the 
Office of the Governor at 
IN.gov/gov and at x.com/
GovBraun. Gov. Braun 
will give his first State of the 
State Address on Wednes-
day, Jan. 29.

* * *
Gov. Braun’s speech he 

made during the inaugu-
ration appears below in its 
entirety.

The Crossroads 
of Freedom  

and Opportunity
Madam Chief Justice, 

Governor Holcomb, Lt. 
Governor Beckwith, Gov-
ernor Bayh, General Roki-
ta, President Pro Tem Bray, 
Speaker Huston, Maureen, 
family, friends, fellow Hoo-
siers:

It is with im-
mense gratitude 
that I stand before 
you to accept the 
honor of serving 
as Indiana's 52nd 
governor.

On such a 
momentous occa-
sion, I must ac-
knowledge both 
our state's storied history 
and its bright future.

For 208 years and 
counting, Indiana has been 
a home for hard-working 
Hoosiers, small business 
owners, aspiring titans of 
industry, teachers, nonprof-
it leaders, and many others. 
From the earliest days of our 
statehood, our settlers and 
immigrants were risk-takers 
and trailblazers who built 
the state we recognize to-
day. Yes! They embarked 
westward seeking a new 
start, fertile land, freedom, 
and opportunity. 

Through honest hard 
work, they built homes, fed 
their families, and cultivat-
ed the strong communities 
we take pride in every day.

When I walk through 
the woods near my home 
in Jasper – I do it often – I 
think of these early pioneers 
who built our great state out 
of the wilderness. These 
hard-working Hoosiers 
gazed upon the same forests 
when they established Vin-
cennes as our territorial cap-
ital in 1800, and Corydon as 
our first state capital.

Our early settlers faced a 
crossroads: retreat in fear of 
the challenges this new land 
would bring, or view the 
vast contours of our state 
as an opportunity worth 
embracing? History reveals 
they listened to the voice of 
inner resolve that said a path 
not yet taken is a path to be 
pursued.

These aims of our 
founders were not all that 
different from ours today.

Our great nation will 
soon observe 250 years of 
prosperity, and Indiana will 
have been an integral piece 
for most of those years. 
From our Hoosier veterans 
who fought for the Union 
in the Civil War or stormed 
the beaches of Normandy in 
World War II, to the every-
day heroes who currently 
stand at the ready, Hoosiers 
have always been willing to 
step up to protect our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors. 
That's what we’re about. We 
do not take that commit-
ment for granted.

Undeterred by chal-
lenging periods throughout 
our history, Hoosiers have 
emerged stronger after ev-
ery trial. We have grown 
from the dirt roads of Vin-
cennes into the Crossroads 
of America. From the farms 
to factories, our entrepre-
neurs have created thriving 
small businesses and some 
of the most important op-
erations on Earth, support-
ing critical industries and 
the daily lives of American 
citizens. In the face of any 

challenge, Hoosiers have 
stepped up to take our state 
to unprecedented heights 
and we’re not going to stop 
doing it.

Today, we face a new 
crossroads. We find our-
selves seeking the same 
freedom and opportunity for 
which our ancestors jour-
neyed here. And this time, 
we don't have to travel far to 
achieve it.

The next four years will 
have special meaning for 
Indiana and this country. 
While today we are seeing 
a transition from one ad-
ministration to another here 
in Indiana, we are a week 
away from seeing a similar 
transition in Washington, 
D.C.

However, the opportu-
nity ahead is far more sig-
nificant and I am optimistic 
that the next four years see 
not only a change in leader-
ship at the state and federal 
levels, but also a transfer of 
assumed power from the 
federal government back to 
the states.

For too long, 
Washington has 
focused on Wash-
ington, and not 
on the American 
people. That is 
why the states 
must assume a 
leadership role.

In Indiana, 
we have a strong 
foundation, built 

on the shoulders of the fear-
less, hard-working Hoo-
siers, small business own-
ers, talented entrepreneurs, 
and persevering leaders 
who laid the foundation 
upon which we will build.

That same entrepreneur-
ial drive must live within 
each of us to face today's 
challenges.

Let us listen to this high-
er calling of our Hoosier 
spirit. Let us draw upon the 
cooperation and determi-
nation our younger years 
required, not tied down by 
government burden, choked 
by economic strain, or hin-
dered by fear of the future. 
We don’t want to do that.

At this crossroads, we 
face clear choices:

We can be the risk-tak-
ers and trailblazers that 
Hoosiers deserve in leader-
ship, or maintain the status 
quo.

We can rest on our lau-
rels as a great state to have 
a business, or chart a new 
path like our pioneering 
predecessors to make Indi-
ana the standard-bearer for 
small business growth. I in-
tend to do that.

We can accept high 
healthcare costs as inevita-
ble, or take on the opaque 
system to lower costs and 
increase transparency for 
all Hoosier families, like I 
did in my own business 16 
years ago.

We can settle for com-
placency in our education 
system, or empower parents 
and prepare our students for 
the jobs that will power the 
future.

We can accept rising 
property taxes as an unfor-
tunate fact of life, or explore 
every avenue to reduce the 
burden on hard-working 
Hoosier families and busi-
nesses. I guarantee you that 
we’re going to give it one 
good shot at getting that back 
in place where it needs to be.

We can let government 
inefficiencies impede our 
success, or reshape govern-
ment to sincerely serve the 
people. How about that?

Now is the time to em-
power the next generation 
of hard-working Hoosiers 
and once again pursue free-
dom and opportunity with-
out fear.

As the physical “Cross-
roads of America,” Indiana is 
perfectly situated to lead our 
nation through the proverbial 
crossroads we now face. Let 
us listen to the entrepreneur-
ial spirit that dwells within 
so many of us, the path of 
optimism to be pursued, so 
others may follow.

I am committed to be a 
Governor of not just words, 

braun
from Page 1

Reporter photos
The ceremony featured several musical performances, including (above left) the playing of “God 
Bless America” and “Back Home Again in Indiana”; (top right) the singing of the National Anthem by 
the Wabash College Glee Club; and (above right) the Celebration Singers from Southern Indiana.

Photos provided by Devin Norrick
(ABOVE) Former Indiana Auditor and current Gaylor Electric CFO Tera Klutz served as the Master of 
Ceremonies. (BELOW, from left) Indiana Supreme Court Justic Loretta Rush gave the oaths of office 
to Attorney General Todd Rokita, Lt. Gov. Micah Beckwith, and Gov. Mike Braun.

Photos provided by Devin Norrick
(ABOVE LEFT) Lt. Gov. signs his autograph for Noblesville attorney Ray Adler. (ABOVE RIGHT, from 
left) Noblesville attorney Ray Adler, Lt. Gov. Beckwith, and Anderson attorney Devin Norrick.

Reporter photos
(ABOVE LEFT) Lt. Gov. Beckwith gave an open house-style gathering in his office following the 
inauguration ceremony. (ABOVE RIGHT, from left) Lt. Gov. Beckwith, Indiana Secretary of State Diego 
Morales, and Hungarian Ambassador Szabolcs Takács.

but action, as we create a 
prosperous future for all 
Hoosiers.

It will take teamwork. 
It will take partnership. It 
will take collaboration. This 

is why we should all feel a 
spirit of optimism.

Now it's time to get to 

work.
Thank you, and may 

God bless our great state.

Braun
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 
 
Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 
 
Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038  
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 
 
Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060   Sunday Football Menu 
317-773-9985  Trivia Wednesdays 7pm 
 
Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 
Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 
 
Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
 
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
 

Fishers Woodworking Program 
Through the VA 

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran 
FREE PGA HOPE Golf for Veterans at Highland 

Golf on 52nd St Indianapolis - Sign Up NOW! 

 

January Hamilton County 
Veterans Care Package 
Drive for Our Deployed 

Hoosiers - We Need Goods 
and Donations 

 

 

Activities & Events 
Roudebush VA Resource Fair Jan 25, 10am-2pm 

 
 

Indy Vet to Vet Meetings Every Week Day 
See Where and When 

 
 
 

Veteran’s Coffee Social the Last Saturday at 8am 

 

Ads@ReadTheReporter.com

Lower advertising cost. 
Better customer service.

mailto:ads%40readthereporter.com?subject=
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Red Cross: you can help prevent blood
shortages in 2025 by giving blood now
Donors have chance to win trip to Super Bowl LIX during National Blood Donor Month
The REPORTER

The American Red 
Cross urges donors to make 
an appointment to give life-
saving blood in the new year 
to help keep the blood sup-
ply strong this winter. Type 
O negative blood donors 
are especially urged to give 
now to keep critical blood 
products on the shelves for 
patients in need. 

The start of the new year 
is one of the most challeng-
ing times to collect blood 
products as the threat of se-
vere winter weather builds 
and can often lead to wide-
spread blood drive cancella-
tions. Additionally, an active 
cold and flu season may 
prevent people from keep-
ing donation appointments 
as they rest and recover 
from illness. During Nation-
al Blood Donor Month, the 

Red Cross celebrates those 
who generously roll up a 
sleeve to help save lives and 
urges those who are feeling 
well to make and keep dona-
tion appointments to help the 
blood supply stay on track 
throughout the winter. 

Don’t sit on the sidelines 
− kick off 2025 with a blood 
donation. To book a time to 
give, visit RedCrossBlood.
org, download the Red 
Cross Blood donor App, 
or call 1-800-RED CROSS. 

For the sixth year, the 
Red Cross and the Nation-
al Football League (NFL) 
are partnering in January 
for National Blood Donor 
Month to invite football fans 
and blood donors to join our 
lifesaving team and score 
big for patients in need. As a 
special thank-you to donors 
for helping address the need 

for blood during the criti-
cal post-holiday time, those 
who come to give Jan. 1-26, 
2025, will be automatically 
entered for a chance to win 
an exciting Super Bowl LIX 
giveaway. The trip includes 
access to day-of in-stadium 
pre-game activities, tickets 
to the official Super Bowl 
Experience, round-trip air-

fare, three-night hotel ac-
commodations (Feb. 7-10, 
2025), plus a $1,000 gift 
card for expenses. For full 
details, visit RedCross-
Blood.org/SuperBowl. 

Upcoming donation opportunities
Saturday, Jan. 18, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 23, 1 to 6 p.m.
Both at the Billericay Park Multi-Purpose Community 

Building, 12690 Promise road, Fishers

New at Sheridan 
Public Library

The REPORTER
Here are some of the 

new items that can be found 
at the Sheridan Public Li-
brary.

Fiction
• Most Clever Girl – 

Stephanie Thornton
• Never Say Never – 

Danielle Steel
• Shattering Dawn – 

Jayne Anne Krentz
• Tom Clancy’s Defense 

Protocol – Brian Andrews
Non-Fiction

• American Hero – 
James Patterson

• Citizen – Bill Clinton
• Ghost of Panama – 

Mark Harmon
Inspirational Fiction

• Affairs of the Heart – 
Hope Callaghan

Children’s
• Big Nate Remain Calm 

– Lincoln Peirce
• Bigfoots Big Heart – 

Sarah Marsh
• Blizzard Rescue – 

Rekha Rajan
• Chef’s Kiss – Jeffrey 

Burton
• Duck in the Dark – 

Kirk Reedstrom
• Hap Pea Valentines 

Day – Keith Baker
• Holiday Party – An-

drea Posner-Sanchez
• Hospital Heroes Save 

the Day – R.W. Alley
• How to Catch a 

Groundhog – Alice 
Walstead

• I Definitely Don’t Like 
Winter – Fiona Barker

• My Very First Our 
World Book

• Ten-Word Tine Tales 
of Love – Joseph Coelho

• Trouble Brewing – 
Arie Kaplan

• Worry Monster – Cath-
erine Cook-Cottone

Movies
• Conclave
• Paw Patrol Rescue 

Wheels (Childrens)
• Saturday Night

Warm up with global voices 
from Afghanistan & Hawaii

Photos provided
Hear the global voices of Heart of Afghanistan (left) and Kalani Pe’a (right) coming up soon at the 
Allied Solutions Center for the Performing Arts in Carmel.

The REPORTER
Tickets are available 

now for these upcoming 
events at The Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carm-
el. Just go to TheCenter-
Presents.org or call (317) 
843-3800.
Heart of Afghanistan 
featuring the Fanoos 

Ensemble
Saturday, Jan. 25 

at 8 p.m.
The Tarkington

With music banned in 
their home country, the 
Fanoos Ensemble carries 
the flame of the nation’s 
rich and complex cultural 

heritage, from its pre-Is-
lamic Buddhist period to 
the modern era. Heart of 
Afghanistan features Af-
ghan singer and TV star 
Ahmad Fanoos on vocals 
and harmonium, his sons 
Elham Fanoos on piano 
and Mehran Fanoos on 
violin, and Sohail Karimi 
on tabla. The program 
will include Afghan folk 
music, traditional odes 
based on Sufi poetry, and 
the iconic hits of Afghan 
pop singer Ahmad Zahir. 
Heart of Afghanistan is a 
production of American 
Voices.

Kalani Pe'a: 
Grammy-winning 

Singer & Songwriter
Saturday, Feb. 22 at 8 p.m.

The Palladium
Kalani Peʻa is a Ha-

waiian singer-songwriter 
who performs his original 
Hawaiian songs alongside 
affectionate bilingual ar-
rangements of R&B fa-
vorites, a style he calls 
“Hawaiian contemporary 
soul.” An avid performer 
since childhood, he worked 
as a teacher and children’s 
book author before turning 
to a career in music. He has 
released five albums since 

2016, three winning the 
Grammy Award for Best 
Regional Roots Music Al-
bum and his latest, Kuini, 
nominated for 2025. He was 
the first Hawaiian singer to 
perform in Lincoln Center’s 
American Songbook series 
and also has performed in 
Carnegie Hall’s Musical 
Explorers youth program.

Special guest: Opening 
the show will be Indy Hula, 
a nonprofit group based 
in Indianapolis dedicated 
to spreading awareness of 
Polynesian culture, song 
and dance. Learn more at 
IndyHula.org.

The REPORTER
Kroger and The Kroger 

Family of Companies have 
announced a commitment 
to raise $1 million for fami-
lies impacted by the devas-
tating wildfires in the Los 
Angeles region.

“We strive to fulfill our 
purpose, to Feed the Hu-
man Spirit, every day, and 
especially when disaster 
strikes,” Kroger CEO Rod-
ney McMullen said. “Our 
associates are always among 
the first to support our com-
munities during natural di-
sasters, and the situation in 
southern California is no 
different. I’m so proud of 
how quickly our teams have 
worked to reopen stores that 
were temporarily closed by 
the wildfires to ensure we’re 
a resource for customers 
who need fresh food, pantry 
staples and necessities such 
as water and ice. Our hearts 
are with everyone affected 
by this tragedy – especial-
ly our team of associates 
and their extended families 
– and we are grateful to the 
first responders working so 
hard to protect our commu-
nities.”

Together, The Kroger 
Family of Companies is 
raising $1 million to sup-
port disaster relief and re-
covery, including $500,000 
in company matching funds 
for donations from custom-
ers to benefit the American 
Red Cross and Feeding 
America’s affiliated food 
banks.

Kroger across the coun-
try is making it easy for cus-
tomers to support relief ef-
forts through its “round up” 
opportunity, boosting pur-
chases to the nearest dollar 
at checkout to help the Red 
Cross. Customers are also 
invited to donate online if 
that is more convenient. 

In addition to mone-
tary contributions, Kroger 
is delivering food, water 
and supplies to local fire 
departments and evacua-
tion centers. The company 
is committed to supporting 
law enforcement, emer-
gency responders and our 
community partners to pro-
vide additional aid without 
disrupting their fire contain-
ment efforts. 

Kroger is also support-
ing the California National 
Guard. The grocer has de-
ployed its mobile canteen 
in partnership with the 
United Service Organiza-
tions (USO). The canteen 
will feed and support mili-
tary first responders in Los 
Alamitos, Calif. Kroger is 
also presenting gift cards 
to the USO to help provide 
food, water and supplies 
distributed by the Mobile 
Canteen. 

Every year, The Kro-
ger Co. Foundation directs 
$500,000 in funding to 
the American Red Cross 
through its Annual Disas-
ter Giving Program to help 
the organization prepare 
for and respond to disasters 
across the U.S.

Kroger pledge $1M 
to support families 

impacted by southern 
California wildfires

Blood donation critical following 
winter storms & rise in illness

The REPORTER
Versiti Blood Center of 

Indiana has issued an emer-
gency plea for blood dona-
tions. Winter weather and a 
rise in illness have signifi-
cantly disrupted donations, 
resulting in less than a day’s 
supply of critical blood 
types for patients in local 
hospitals. 

“Blood shortages aren't 
just statistics – they mean 
real lives hanging in the bal-
ance,” said Dan Waxman, 
MD, vice president of trans-
fusion medicine and senior 
medical director at Versiti. 
“When hospitals run out of 
blood, critical treatments 
are delayed, surgeries are 
postponed, and lives are at 
risk.”

Consider the story of 
Divinity Crittendon, who 
required an astonishing 
276 units of blood during 
her emergency C-section to 
bring her son, Tyree, into the 
world. After an arduous 21 
days in the hospital, where 
she fought for her life on a 

ventilator, she finally held 
her baby for the first time, 
thanks to the generosity of 
blood donors.

“I’m not a statistic and 
I want people to be more 
aware of these types of sit-
uations and let them know 
that donating really helps,” 
Crittendon said. “This is liv-
ing proof – two lives, mine 
and my son’s, were saved 
from the blood that was do-
nated. It all makes a differ-
ence.”

Proactive blood dona-
tion is crucial for ensuring 
lifesaving resources are 
available for unforeseen 
emergencies, trauma vic-
tims, cancer patients and 
those undergoing organ 
transplants. As in Critten-
don’s case, blood transfu-
sions are also needed in one 
out of every 83 baby deliv-
eries in the United States.

Donors can give blood 
six times a year through a 
safe, simple process. Al-
though all blood types are 
needed, O negative, the uni-

versal blood donor type, is 
in lowest supply.

To schedule an appoint-
ment to donate blood, call 
(317) 916-5150 or visit 
Versiti.org to find a donor 
center or community blood 
drive in your area. Walk-in 
donors are also welcome. 
Local donation centers

• Carmel: 726 Adams 
St., Suite 150 

• Fishers: 11005 Allison-
ville Road 

Donating blood takes 
about an hour. Anyone 
aged 16 or older who is 
in good health and meets 
eligibility requirements is 
encouraged to give. Paren-
tal consent is required for 
donors aged 16 to donate 
blood. Donors should bring 
a photo ID that includes 

their birth date.
About Versiti Blood 
Center of Indiana

More than 90,000 In-
diana residents each year 
give blood through Versiti 
Blood Center of Indiana, 
formerly Indiana Blood 
Center, a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1952 
that operates blood donation 
centers in Carmel, Fishers, 
Greenwood, Lafayette, and 
Terre Haute. The center also 
operates thousands of mo-
bile and community blood 
drives each year throughout 
the state. Versiti provides a 
continuous and safe supply 
of blood and biological ser-
vices to more than 95 Indi-
ana hospitals and their pa-
tients and beyond. To learn 
more, visit Versiti.org.

Hamilton County 
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https://readthereporter.com/from-mongolia-to-carmel-one-life-lived-in-art/
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
http://redcrossblood.org/SuperBowl
http://redcrossblood.org/SuperBowl
https://tinyurl.com/2p94rz8h
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/
https://thecenterpresents.org/heartofafghanistan
https://thecenterpresents.org/heartofafghanistan
https://thecenterpresents.org/heartofafghanistan
https://thecenterpresents.org/kalanipea
https://thecenterpresents.org/kalanipea
https://thecenterpresents.org/kalanipea
http://indyhula.org/
https://www.redcross.org/donate/cm/kroger-pub
https://versiti.org/
https://www.versiti.org/
https://facebook.com/hamiltoncountyreporter


6 Opinion & News

Who cares whondunit 
when they did it this well?

In the 91 years 
since its original 
publication, Ag-
atha Christie's 
novel Murder on 
the Orient Ex-
press has enjoyed 
remarkable suc-
cess. Aside from 
being a long-lived 
best seller, the 
many adaptations 
on radio, television (includ-
ing a 2022 Chinese ver-
sion), film, and stage have 
projected the story and de-
tective Hercule Poirot into 
recognition of a rare sort.

Ken Ludwig's 2017 
stage play – presented here 
as Beef and Boards Dinner 
Theatre's season opener – is 
perhaps the most durable in-
terpretation.

Director Marc Robin 
takes Ludwig's tight and 
funny script, peoples it with 
remarkable casting choices, 
and fills the stage with mys-
tery and delight. Andrew 
Kindig stars as Inspector 
Poirot with a spot-on por-
trayal, filled with charac-
ter and polish. Surrounded 
by suspects and clues after 
the murder of a passenger 
on the train, Kindig takes 
Poirot on an enjoyable jour-
ney full of twists and spins 
as he attempts to unravel 
the crime.

Eddie Curry is a sharp 
Monsieur Bouc, who man-
ages the train line, and 

Curry gets his 
usual share of 
the laughs here. 
Joining him are 
Madison Pullins 
as sweet Mary 
Debenham; Jon 
McHatton as a 
harsh Samuel 
Ratchett; Scot 
Greenwell, as 
Ratchett's secre-

tive secretary, Hector Mc-
Queen; and Suzanne Stark, 
returning to B&B as the re-
gal Russian Princess Drag-
omiroff. 

Additionally, Devan 
Mathias is an animated Gre-
ta Ohlsson; Bailey Blaise 
sparkles with charm as 
Countess Andrenyi; Lanene 
Charters offers a multi-lev-
eled Helen Hubbard; and 
Trey Deluna takes on the 
soldierly Colonel Arbuthnot 
with panache. Jaddy Ciucci 
and Ben Asaykwee round 
out the cast as Marcel the 
waiter and Michel, the con-
ductor, respectively, with 
stylish portrayals. The en-
tire cast is top-notch.

Technical aspects were 
also first-rate. The scenic 
design by William Mohney, 
along with projections de-
signed by Zach Rosing, 
solved the often-difficult 
needs of this script – provid-
ing a station, a train in mo-
tion, a set of compartments 
and a main area for sleuth-
ing. Add to this the great 

costuming designed by An-
thony Lascoskie, apparently 
borrowed from Fulton The-
atre in Lancaster, Pa., and 
coordinated by Kathy Hen-
ry, a strong sound design 
by Joseph Allamo, and an 
impressive lighting design 
by Ryan Koharchik, which 
aids and accentuates the 
story-telling. Andrew Elliot 
provides the many wigs.

It should be noted that 
many accents are portrayed 
here. Characters are noted 
as being from all around the 
globe. While these affecta-
tions seem genuine, there is 
some difficulty, especially 
at the onset of the play, with 
the understand-ability of the 
lines at times. Perhaps a bit 

more attention by the play-
ers to diction might help.

Bottom line: As I have 
seen this show done else-
where at other theatres, I 
wasn't guessing whodidit. 
Regardless, this excellent 
cast weaves a compelling 
story full of drama and fun. 
Very impressive on all ac-
counts.

Murder on the Orient 
Express continues at Beef 
& Boards Dinner Theatre 
through Feb. 9. Show times 
and reservation availability 
can be viewed at Beefand-
Boards.com or call the box 
office at (317) 872-9664.

Read more great play re-
views from A Seat on the Aisle 
at asota.wordpress.com.

Ken KLIngenMeIeR
A Seat on the Aisle

COLUMnISt

Photo provided
World-famous detective Hercule Poirot (Andrew 
Kindig) shows Countess Andrenyi (Bailey Blaise), 
left, and Monsieur Bouc (Eddie Curry), right, a 
gun he found in the compartment of a murdered 
passenger aboard the Orient Express in Beef & 
Boards Dinner Theatre’s production of Murder on 
the Orient express.
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RENTAL SPACE AVAILABLE 
AT THE HISTORIC ADLER BUILDING  
Please call Kim Watson 317-773-1974 for details

136 South Ninth Street
Noblesville, IN 46060 

alli@noblesvilleattorney.com

(317) 773-1974

Meet the cast of 
ATI’s new farcical 
musical Whodunit

Submitted
Actors Theatre of In-

diana continues its 2024-
2025 Season on Jan. 31 
with Whodunit … 
The Musical by 
longtime Broad-
way actor & play-
wright Ed Dixon 
and directed by 
Dr. Julie Lyn Bar-
ber, head of Musi-
cal Theatre at Pur-
due Ft. Wayne. 
Meet the cast of 
this farcical musi-
cal mystery based 
on The Circular 
Staircase and 
The Bat by Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, 
often considered 
“America’s Ag-
atha Christie.”

John vesseLs 
said he is thrilled 
to return to ATI 
for this gem of a 
show. You may re-
member him from 
ATI’s last show, 
She Loves Me. He 
was also recently 
seen in the world 
premiere of These 
Tangled Webbs 
– a hilarious mu-
sical parody of 
‘60s soap operas. 
He performed in 
Stage One Family 
Theatre’s produc-
tion of Number 
the Stars in Lou-
isville, Ky. When 
offstage, Vessels 
teaches voice and 
acting and writes 
shows of his own.

Jacob a. 
butLer returns to 
the ATI stage for 
Whodunit … the 
Musical, last seen 
in ATI’s produc-
tion of She Loves 
Me. He is a grad-
uate of Ball State 
University, where 
he received his 
degree in Tele-
communications. 
ATI credits in-
clude: Mr. Con-
fidential (World 
Premiere) and 
Exposed (Staged 
Reading). Other 
Regional Credits 
include: Kinky 
Boots, Legally 
Blonde, Beautiful, A Christ-
mas Carol, Man of La Man-
cha, Joseph and the Techni-
colored Dreamcoat, and The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame.

eric oLson said he is 
happy to return to ATI for 
Whodunit … the Musical. 
He has been previously 
seen in She Loves Me, Vi-
olet, The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood, Cabaret, and Route 
66. Theatre credits include 
the First National Tour of 
Ragtime, Off-Broadway, 
and regional theatres across 
America and Europe, in-
cluding Goodspeed Opera 
House, Trinity Repertory 
Company, Sacramento Mu-
sic Circus, The Kennedy 
Center, American Stage, 
The Link Theatre Company, 
Gateway Playhouse, The-
atre by the Sea, The Garry 
Marshall (Falcon) Theatre, 
Disney’s Hyperion, Eclipse, 
Phoenix Theatre, Constella-
tion Stage Screen, and many 
more. Favorite appearances 
include Ada and the Engine, 
Indecent, Bloody, Bloody 
Andrew Jackson, Peter and 
the Starcatcher, Fun Home, 
Macbeth, American Idiot, 
Evita, West Side Story, and 
Avenue. Film Credits in-
clude: Malum, Raising Hel-
en, and Strokes.

cynthia coLLins was 
last seen on the ATI stage in 
its production of She Loves 
Me. A proud member of 
Actors Equity Association 
since 1991, credits include: 
Off-Broadway, National & 
International Tours, Region-
al, Summer Stock, Cabaret, 
Dinner Theatre, Sympho-
nies, Cruise Lines, Film & 
TV. She has had the pleasure 
of working with such artists 
as: Ben Vereen, Sandy Dun-
can, Claude Aikins, Com-
den Green, Cy Coleman, 
Avery Schrieber, Joel Grey, 
Cyndi Lauper, Fred Waring 
& his famous Pennsylva-
nians, Chita Rivera, Sutton 
Foster, Jerry Michell, Diane 

Rehm, Billy Stritch, and 
Patricia Wilson. Cindy is 
one of the Co-Founders of 
Actors Theatre of Indiana. 

A native of New 
Jersey and long-
time resident of 
New York City, 
she now resides in 
Carmel.

Logan hiLL 
said she is excited 
to make her ATI 
debut in Whodun-
it … The Musical. 
As an Indianap-
olis local, she 
has been seen in 
many productions 
around town – her 
favorites include 
The Rocky Hor-
ror Show (Janet) 
with Zach and 
Zack Productions, 
Legally Blonde 
(Serena), White 
Christmas (Rita), 
and Footloose 
(Urleen) with 
Beef and Boards 
Dinner Theatre. 
She also frequents 
the stage with 
Crossroads Enter-
tainment in their 
cabaret series. A 
graduate of Ohio 
Northern Uni-
versity, she has 
since performed 
at theme parks 
and regional the-
atres before mak-
ing Indianapolis 
her home with her 
partner Jacob and 
their dog and cat.

Judy Fitz-
geraLd said she is 
excited to join this 
incredible cast to 
solve the mys-
tery of Whodunit 
… the Musical. 
A proud member 
of the Actors Eq-
uity Association, 
theatre credits 
include Radio 
City Music Hall 
with Glenn Close, 
Madison Square 
Garden with Liza 
Minnelli and 
Danny Burstein, 
conducted by 
Marvin Hamlisch, 
and AMC Nation-
al Tour with Deb-
bie Reynolds and 

Shirley Jones. Off-Broad-
way: Swingtime Canteen 
with Tony Award-winner 
Charles Busch, Placido 
Domingo’s operetta VLAD, 
Dodsworth, Irene, Face 
the Music, and That’s The 
Ticket! Featured performer 
with The Phoenix Sympho-
ny Orchestra, Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra, Regional 
Theatre, Summer Stock, 
Dinner Theatre, and Caba-
ret. She has had the pleasure 
of working with such artists 
as Paula Abdul, George S. 
Irving, Billy Stritch, Chita 
Rivera, Kathie Lee Gifford, 
Bob Newhart, Omar Sharif, 
Alice Ripley, Sutton Foster, 
Jeff Daniels, and Hal Hol-
brook. The Artistic Director 
and Co-Founder of ATI, she 
is a native of Indiana and a 
long-time resident of New 
York City. She currently re-
sides in Carmel.

* * *
Whodunit … the Musi-

cal runs Jan. 31 to Feb. 16 
and will be performed in-
side The Studio Theatre on 
the campus of the Allied 
Solutions Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carmel. 
Prepare to be in stitches as 
a wealthy socialite, a Miss 
Marple in the making, and 
her cockney maid rent a 
beautiful Connecticut sum-
mer home in 1931. When 
they arrive, all the help 
has quit, except for a very 
odd butler who warns that 
something strange is going 
on. Soon joined by the so-
cialite’s niece, a detective 
arrives to solve the night’s 
string of break-ins, gun-
shots, and the discovery of 
a dead body – or two. Who-
dunit is a tuneful, riotous 
romp that’s part mystery, 
part drawing room farce, 
and all musical comedy.

Get your tickets by call-
ing The Center for the Per-
forming Arts Box Office at 
(317) 843-3800 or by visit-
ing ATIstage.org.

Vessels

Butler

Olson

Collins

Hill

Fitzgerald

Noblesville announces King Jugg
Brewing Company as new business at
former Bolden’s dry Cleaners location
Submitted by 
City of Noblesville

On Tuesday, Noblesville 
city officials announced King 
Jugg Brewing Company as 
the new business for the site 
of the former Bolden's Dry 
Cleaners, 151 N. Eighth St., 
in downtown Noblesville, lo-
cated along the White River 
and within the city's Desig-
nated Outdoor Refreshment 
Area (DORA) District.

Bolden’s Dry Cleaners 
was a family-owned business 
in downtown Noblesville for 
63 years and closed in July 
2023. The city purchased 
the building from Bolden’s 
in July 2023. Construction is 
expected to begin before the 
end of 2025, with the antici-
pated completion in 2027.

King Jugg Brewing 
Company has committed a 
minimum $4 million invest-
ment into adaptive reuse of 
the site and building, along 
with significant economic 
impact and community in-
volvement commitments. 
Subject to required approv-
als, the Noblesville Rede-
velopment Commission 
will lease the property to 

King Jugg Brewing Com-
pany and grant an option to 
purchase the property after 
successful, continuous op-
eration downtown.

The Noblesville Rede-
velopment Commission will 
review and consider approv-
al of the final terms and de-
finitive project agreement. 
All renderings are conceptu-
al and subject to change.

“Noblesville’s thriv-
ing downtown is a fami-
ly-friendly place where you 
can shop, dine, recreate, 
and socialize, so finding the 

right partner for the former 
Bolden’s site was necessary, 
and after much discussion, 
King Jugg is the right fit for 
this location,” Mayor Chris 
Jensen said. “The location 
along the White River and 
proximity to our downtown 
square, trails, and Federal 
Hill Commons make it the 
perfect spot for the fami-
ly-friendly brewery and a 
natural fit into our down-
town. Residents and visitors 
can enjoy a meal, watch a 
sporting event, or listen to 
live music at this location. I 

look forward to having King 
Jugg in Noblesville and the 
impact it will bring to our 
downtown.”

In addition to moving to 
the new location in Nobles-
ville, King Jugg is the offi-
cial beer of Fishers Freight 
Football, has a brewery in 
Broad Ripple and a Tap 
Room in Fishers, which of-
fers a family and dog-friend-
ly atmosphere and includes a 
full-service restaurant, addi-
tion to live music and sports 
watch parties throughout the 
year. King Jugg also priori-
tizes giving back to its com-
munity through programs 
like Bikes for Kids, which 
to date has provided 68 
bikes to local kids in need, 
including North Elementary 
in Noblesville.

“King Jugg Brewing 
Company could not be more 
excited to partner with the 
City of Noblesville! Nobles-
ville is a growing, vibrant 
community that is ideal for 
our next location,” said Mike 
Finnegan, Head of Partner-
ships/Owner, King Jugg 
Brewing Company. “We’re 
excited to bring great food, 
live music, craft beer and a 
place to watch any big sport-
ing event to Noblesville’s 
downtown and become a 
part of your fantastic com-
munity!”

Key features
• Total: 6,272 square feet 

(2,145 square feet of indoor 
dining, 3,077 square feet of 
outdoor dining, and a 1,050 
square-foot kitchen)

• Indoor/Outdoor dining
• Basketball court near 

main entrance
• Children’s play area
• Raised Stage/Dance 

Floor
• Attached public re-

stroom along the trail
• Fronts the White River 

and Nickel Plate Trailhead
• Public Art (mural)
• ‘To Go’ Window and 

Parking

Photo provided
This artist’s rendering shows the future King Jugg Brewing Company, 
looking north along 8th Street.

http://www.beefandboards.com/
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https://asota.wordpress.com/
https://asota.wordpress.com/
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https://atistage.org/
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Gov. Braun announces 
agency & department 

leadership appointments
The REPORTER

Governor Mike Braun 
has announced his intent to 
appoint eight individuals to 
lead various state 
agencies and de-
partments in the 
new administra-
tion. 

The appoint-
ments include: 

• Stacy 
Hughes, Execu-
tive Director of 
the Education 
Employment Re-
lations Board

• Jake Speer, Indiana 
State Librarian 

• Clint Woods, Commis-
sioner of the Indiana De-
partment of Environmental 

Management
• Jon Ford, Executive 

Director of the Office of En-
ergy Development

• Terry Seitz, 
Executive Direc-
tor of White River 
State Park

• Matt Brown, 
Director of the 
Indiana State Per-
sonnel Depart-
ment

• Joe Hoage, 
Executive Direc-
tor of the Indiana 

Gaming Commission
In addition, Molly Craft 

has been named Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Communi-
cations in the Office of the 
Governor.

Braun

Scott appointed 21st 
Superintendent of

Indiana State Police
The REPORTER

Governor Mike Braun 
has appointed Captain An-
thony M. Scott to serve as 
the 21st Superintendent of 
the Indiana State Police.

Supt. Scott was born 
and raised in Rush County, 
Ind. After graduating from 
Rushville High School in 
1992, he earned a Bache-
lor of Science Degree in 
Accounting from Cum-
berland College and was 
later accepted into the 54th 
Indiana State Police Re-

cruit School in 
July 1996. Upon 
graduation, he 
was appointed 
as a Trooper, as-
signed to the Ver-
sailles Post on 
Dec. 15, 1996.

Scott has 
served 28 years 
with the Indi-
ana State Police and has 
held multiple superviso-
ry roles during that time. 
He has served as the Ver-
sailles District Investiga-

tions Commander 
(First Sergeant), 
Versailles Dis-
trict Commander 
(Lieutenant) and 
most recently as 
the Area IV Com-
mander at the 
rank of Captain.

In June 2019, 
Scott completed 

the 276th Session of the 
FBI National Academy in 
Quantico, Va., which of-
fers more than two months 
of advanced communica-

tion, leadership, and fitness 
training for selected officers 
having proven records as 
professionals within their 
agency.

“I am truly honored to 
have the opportunity to lead 
the outstanding men and 
women of the Indiana State 
Police and look forward 
to working with Governor 
Braun on his public safety 
initiatives”, Scott said.

Supt. Scott resides in 
Decatur County with his 
family.

Scott

Christopher L. Hill appointed Assistant 
Superintendent of Indiana State Police
The REPORTER 

Indiana State Police 
Lieutenant Christopher L. 
Hill has been promoted 
to the rank of Colonel and 
will serve as the Indiana 
State Police Assistant Su-
perintendent.

Hill was born and 
raised in Madison, Ind. Af-
ter graduating from Shawe 
Memorial High School in 
1986, he earned a Bache-
lor of Science Degree in 

Criminal Justice 
from the Univer-
sity of Dayton in 
1990. 

Hill graduat-
ed from the 53rd 
Indiana State 
Police Recruit 
Academy in De-
cember 1995. 
He was assigned 
to patrol duties at the Ver-
sailles Post before becom-
ing a Detective in the Gam-

ing Division.
In 2004, he 

transferred to 
the Drug En-
forcement Sec-
tion (DES) until 
October 2015 
when he was 
promoted to the 
rank of First Ser-
geant, becoming 

the Assistant Commander 
of DES. He also earned a 
Master of Science Degree 

in Criminology from In-
diana State University in 
December of 2008.

Hill was then promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant in 
April 2018 and became the 
Commander of the Special 
Investigations Section un-
til this promotion.

Colonel Hill and his 
wife, Natalie are residents 
of Jefferson County and 
have two adult daughters, 
Megan and Abigail.

Hill

ISP Superintendent 
Doug Carter retires 

following career
spanning nearly

four decades
The REPORTER

Indiana State Police 
Superintendent Doug Car-
ter has retired following a 
career in law en-
forcement which 
spanned nearly 40 
years.

Born and 
raised in La 
Porte, Ind, and 
after graduating 
from La Porte 
High School in 
1980, he went 
on to attend Ball 
State University. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science De-
gree with an emphasis on 
Management, Leadership 
and Organizational Struc-
ture from Indiana Wesleyan 
University.

The son of a State 
Trooper, Carter followed in 
his father’s footsteps and in 
July 1984 he was accepted 
into the 42nd Indiana State 
Police Recruit School.

He served 18 years with 
the Indiana State Police 
from November 1984 until 
December 2002, and was 
assigned to the Pendleton 
State Police District while 
serving in Hamilton Coun-
ty. In 2002, Carter sought 
the elected office of Sheriff 
of Hamilton County and ul-
timately served two terms 
from January 2003 through 
December 2010.

Appointed by Governor 
Mike Pence, Carter became 
Indiana’s 20th Superinten-
dent of the State Police on 
Jan. 14, 2013, and was re-
appointed by Governor Eric 
Holcomb on Jan. 13, 2017.

Not one to shy away 
from the public spotlight, he 
led the State Police through 
some of the most difficult 
times, including civil un-

rest in 2020, the COVID-19 
pandemic, decreased public 
perception of law enforce-
ment, and two of the high-

est-profile cases 
in the agency’s 
history, the Del-
phi double mur-
ders and Flora fire 
investigations.

Through it 
all, Carter and his 
staff continued 
to take the State 
Police forward by 
providing body/

in-car cameras for all Ser-
geants and Troopers, state-
of-the-art communications 
equipment, moving to an 
all-SUV patrol fleet, a more 
robust training program, 
bringing more resources for 
mental health assistance to 
employees, and an increased 
effort in recruiting and re-
tention, to name a few.

Carter, who served as 
Superintendent for 12 years, 
was the longest serving Su-
perintendent in the nearly 
92-year history of the Indi-
ana State Police.

Carter resides in Hamil-
ton County with his family.
Distinguished Awards

• Sagamore of the Wa-
bash presented by Governor 
Evan Bayh

• Indiana State Police 
Silver Star Award for Mer-
itorious Service and Out-
standing Heroism

• Public Service Award – 
Indiana University Kokomo 
School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs

• Government Agency 
Partnership Award – India-
napolis Department of Pub-
lic Safety

• Sagamore of the Wa-
bash presented by Governor 
Eric Holcomb

Carter

Reliable Energy President Jon Ford appointed 
to lead Indiana Office of Energy development

Savannah Kerstiens named REI’s Interim President
The REPORTER

Governor Mike Braun 
has announced the appoint-
ment of Reliable Energy, 
Inc. (REI) President Jon 
Ford to lead the Indiana 
Office of Energy Develop-
ment. He will serve under 
Secretary of Energy and 
Natural Resources Suzie Ja-
worowski.

Reliable Energy’s board 
has voted to appoint Savan-
nah Kerstiens, the current 

VP of Communications at 
REI, as interim President.  

“As president of Reli-
able Energy, Jon has suc-
cessfully promoted policies 
aligned with the recommen-
dations of state and federal 
energy experts, better posi-
tioning Indiana to align its 
energy priorities with eco-
nomic growth,” said Terry 
Marsh, Board Chair of REI 
and Director of Govern-
ment Affairs at Alliance Re-

source Partners. “Governor 
Braun has made clear that 
ensuring the reliability and 
affordability of electricity 
is a top priority, and there 
are no better Hoosiers than 
Jon and Suzie to lead this 
important agenda. We’re 
excited to have Savannah’s 
passion for energy policy 
and communication exper-
tise guiding REI during this 
critical time, especially as 
we begin the busy 2025 leg-

islative session.”
About Reliable Energy

Reliable Energy, Inc. 
(REI) is committed to en-
suring an abundant supply 
of available, affordable, and 
dependable energy in our 
great state of Indiana and 
nationwide. Our members 
manage the operations of 
coal, natural gas, solar, and 
recycled battery storage. 
Learn more at reliableener-
gyinc.org.

Three of Indiana’s leading independent orthopedic 
practices merge to form OrthoIndiana

Submitted
On Thursday, three of 

Indiana’s leading indepen-
dent orthopedic practices – 
OrthoIndy in Indianapolis, 
Tri-State Orthopaedics in 
Evansville and Fort Wayne 
Orthopedics – announced 
their intent to merge.

Together, the practices 
will form OrthoIndiana, an 
integrated group that will 
deliver patient-centered, 
advanced, comprehensive 
orthopedic care across the 
Hoosier State.

“We are grateful for 
the opportunity to embark 
on this journey alongside 
Tri-State Orthopaedics and 
Fort Wayne Orthopedics 
– two outstanding orthope-
dic practices that share our 
vision for patient-centered 
care and independence,” 
OrthoIndy President Dr. Ed 
Hellman said. “Taking into 
account OrthoIndy’s align-
ment with the Lafayette 

Orthopedic Clinic in 2023, 
and its recently announced 
alignment with Indiana 
Hand to Shoulder Center 
to occur later this spring, 
OrthoIndiana is poised to 
become a statewide ortho-
pedic network that is acces-
sible to every Hoosier.”

The newly formed Or-
thoIndiana, which is ex-
pected to launch in mid-
2025, will operate across 
39 locations statewide, with 
160 physicians and over 
1,800 staff members.

“This scale makes Or-
thoIndiana one of the 10 
largest independent or-
thopedic practices in the 
nation, and it ensures our 
practices can continue to 
provide top-tier orthopedic 
care while implementing 
strategies to avoid the ris-
ing costs associated with 
healthcare nationwide,” Tri-
State Orthopaedics Presi-
dent Dr. Paul Perry said.

Under the new frame-
work, each practice will 
maintain separate clini-
cal operations, preserving 
the local patient-centered 
care that earned them their 
award-winning reputa-
tions. The practices will 
keep their current names 
and branding, with all three 
retaining their respective 
boards while participating 
in a new, shared board of 
directors.

“This merger aims to 
amplify our commitment 
to the patients we serve 
through the practices’ abili-
ty to share technology, clin-
ical data, best practices and 
administrative expertise,” 
Fort Wayne Orthopedics 
President Dr. Jerald Cooper 
said.

Patients can be assured 
that there will be no imme-
diate changes to scheduling, 
physician availability, or 
insurance processes as the 

merger progresses. Integra-
tion will occur gradually to 
ensure a seamless transition 
that prioritizes uninterrupt-
ed patient care.

For more information 
about available services or 
to schedule an appointment, 
visit OrthoIndy at orthoin-
dy.com, Tri-State Ortho-
paedics at tristate-ortho.
com, and Fort Wayne Or-
thopedics at fwortho.com.

https://reliableenergyinc.org/
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O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Four local students 
make Marquette

University dean’s list
The REPORTER

The following students 
have been named to the 
Dean's List for the fall 2024 
semester at Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee, Wis.

They include: 
• Allison Bullock, West-

field, Master's Degree in 
Physician Assistant Studies

• Nathan Goergen, No-
blesville, Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science

• Elena Harrie, Carm-
el, Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing

• Brooks Holtkamp, No-
blesville, Bachelor of Arts 
in Philosophy

To make the Dean's List, 
students must have earned 
at least 12 credits for the fall 

2024 semester and have no 
disqualifying grades. The 
grade-point average thresh-
old varies by college; for the 
College of Education and 
the Klingler College of Arts 
and Sciences, undergrad-
uate students must have at 
least a 3.7 GPA to be named 
to the Dean's List. 

The undergraduate GPA 
requirement is 3.5 for the 
following colleges: the 
Diederich College of Com-
munication, the College of 
Business Administration, 
the College of Health Sci-
ences, the Opus College of 
Engineering and the Col-
lege of Nursing. All other 
programs have a 3.75 GPA 
minimum.

Kalman graduates from 
Marquette University

The REPORTER
This past fall, Tori Kal-

man, Fishers, graduated 
from Marquette University 
in Milwaukee, Wis., earning 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English.

 Marquette University is 
a Catholic, Jesuit university 
that draws over 7,600 un-
dergraduate and 3,700 grad-
uate and professional stu-

dents from nearly all states 
and more than 60 countries. 
In addition to its nationally 
recognized academic pro-
grams, Marquette is known 
for its service learning pro-
grams and internships as 
students are challenged to 
use what they learn to make 
a difference in the world.

Find out more at mar-
quette.edu.

There’s ‘snow’ better time to check 
out Tipton County Public Library
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1 NEW YEAR’S DAY  (LIBRARY LOCATIONS CLOSED / 24/7 ONLINE)

1-31 CREATION STATION CRAFT OF THE MONTH - SNOWMAN HATS

2 TEEN GAMING VR/WII/SWITCH 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES - AGES: TEENS

6-2/28 WINTER READING PROGRAM - SNOW BETTER TIME TO READ - ALL AGES!

7&8, 14&15 FAMILY STORY TIME 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM AGES: 0-5 WITH CAREGIVER

8 ADULT WRITING GROUP 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM AGES: 18+

13 TCPL BOARD MEETING 6:00 PM

15 ELEMENTARY SPANISH 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: 6-11

15 ADULT DIY CLUB @ TCPL 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM AGES: 18+

15 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - TJ KLUNE 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

21 TEEN ART CLASS 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: TEENS

17 OUTREACH TODDLER TIME STORY TIME @ CW MOUNT CENTER 9:15 AM

20 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR  (LIBRARY LOCATIONS CLOSED / 24/7 ONLINE)

22 ADULT DIY CLUB @ WINDFALL BRANCH 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM AGES: 18+

23 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - AMANDA MONTELL 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

27 LEGO CLUB @ TCPL 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: ALL AGES

28 OUTREACH @ ABC & ME 9:30 AM 

28 LEGO CLUB @ WINDFALL BRANCH 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: ALL AGES

28 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - SETH FISHMAN 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

30 ADULT BOOK CLUB  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM AGES: 18+

1-28 CREATION STATION CRAFT OF THE MONTH - HOT AIR BALLOON

1 TAKE YOUR CHILD TO THE LIBRARY DAY

1-28 WINTER READING PROGRAM - ALL AGES

3-28 FRIENDS OF THE TIPTON LIBRARY CHILDRENS ART SHOW

4&5, 11&12, 18&19 FAMILY STORY TIME 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM AGES: 0-5 WITH CAREGIVER

4 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - CURATOR SABRINA SHOLTS 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

6 TEEN GAMING VR/WII/SWITCH 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: TEENS

10 TCPL BOARD MEETING 6:00 PM

11 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - WAUBGESHIG RICE 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

12 ADULT WRITING GROUP 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM AGES: 18+

14 VALENTINE’S DAY / LIBRARY LOVER’S DAY

16 READING RAINBOW DAY

17 PRESIDENTS DAY / TCPL INSERVICE DAY - LIBRARY LOCATIONS CLOSED / 24/7 ONLINE)

18 TEEN ART CLASS 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: TEENS

18 VIRTUAL AUTHOR TALK - LEE HAWKINS 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM AGES: ALL AGES

19 ELEMENTARY SPANISH 3:30 PM -4:30 PM AGES: 6-11

19 ADULT DIY @ TCPL 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM AGES: 18+

21 OUTREACH TODDLER TIME STORY TIME @ CW MOUNT CENTER 9:15 AM

24 LEGO CLUB @ TCPL 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: ALL AGES

25 OUTREACH @ ABC & ME 9:30 AM

25 LEGO CLUB @ WINDFALL BRANCH 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM AGES: ALL AGES

26 ADULT DIY @ WINDFALL BRANCH 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM AGES: 18+

27 ADULT BOOK CLUB 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM AGES: 18+

NATIONAL BRAILLE LITERACY MONTH  NATIONAL HOBBY MONTH

NATIONAL ARTS MONTH     CHILDREN’S ART MONTH   

BLACK HISTORY MONTH      LOVE YOUR LIBRARY MONTH

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N :  T I P T O N P L . O R G

Graphic provided by TCPL

The REPORTER
Tipton County Public 

Library (TCPL) invites the 
community to discover all 
its outstanding program-
ming and events in January 
and February. 

TCPL starts 2025 with 
the annual Winter Reading 
Program for Adults, Teens, 
and Children, Snow Better 
Time to Read, through Feb. 
28. Be sure to sign up for 
cool prizes.

Family Story Time re-
turns, offering an hour of 
picture books, interactive 
songs, fingerplay, and a 
craft with your little ones. 
Families are invited to 
attend on the first three 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
of each month from 10 to 
11 a.m.

Gaming and Art Class-
es for Teens: Teen Gam-
ing takes place on the first 
Thursday of each month, 
and Teen Art takes place 
on the third Tuesday. Teen 
programs begin at 3:30 
p.m. in the Creation Sta-
tion.

Adults are invited 
to create each month at 
the Adult DIY Club, of-
fered on Wednesdays at 
the main library, located 
at 127 E. Madison St., 
Tipton, and the Windfall 
Branch, located at 104 
McClellan St.

The TCPL Creation 
Station offers space for 
creators of all things to 
grab a table and work on 
their projects. If you need a 
space for your group to be 
creative, stop in and check 
it out. Each month, we of-
fer a fun and easy craft for 
all ages.

For more details, access 
TCPL 24/7 online at tipton-
pl.org.

Indiana Senate 
committee passes 
resolution to term 

limit Congress
The REPORTER

The Indiana Senate 
Elections Committee has 
passed Senate Joint Reso-
lution 21 (SJR21), which 
proposes a congressional 
term limits amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. The 
effort, led by Senator Andy 
Zay and spearheaded by the 
nonpartisan nonprofit U.S. 
Term Limits, passed out of 
committee 7–2.

As U.S. Term Limits' 
President Philip Blumel put 
it, “The people of Indiana 
are lucky to have public 
servants who see what is 
going on in D.C. and are 
willing to take action to fix 
it. They know that Con-
gress won't set term limits 
on itself. Therefore, it is the 
obligation of the states to 
do so.”

Mike Speedy, USTL 
state chair for Indian, said, 
“I'm proud of the Senate 
Elections Committee for 
passing SJR21 today. Hoo-
siers all around the state 
demand that we have term 
limits on Congress. I'm 
eager to see the resolution 
pass through the floor very 
soon.”

It is clear that the peo-
ple of Indiana agree. Ac-
cording to the latest RMG 
Research poll, 84 percent 
of likely voters in Indiana 
support term limits on Con-
gress, including strong sup-
port among Republicans, 
Democrats, and Indepen-
dents alike.

SJR21 has bipartisan 

sponsorship and the support 
of more than 60 legislators 
who have signed the term 
limits pledge, promising to 
support the congressional 
term limits effort. The next 
step will be a vote on the 
Senate floor.

Once the measure pass-
es in both chambers, Indi-
ana will be in the forefront 
of the states in the nation 
to file an application for 
a convention with the ex-
clusive purpose of propos-
ing term limits on the U.S. 
Congress.

After 34 state legisla-
tures pass similar resolu-
tions on the topic, and the 
term limits amendment ap-
proved, it must be ratified 
by 38 states to become part 
of the U.S. Constitution.
About U.S. Term Limits

U.S. Term Limits is the 
largest nonpartisan, non-
profit organization advo-
cating solely on term lim-
its. The group’s mission is 
to improve the quality of 
government with a citizen 
legislature that closely re-
flects its constituency and 
is responsive to the needs 
of the people it serves. 
U.S. Term Limits does not 
require a self-limit on indi-
viduals; its aim is to limit 
the terms of all members of 
Congress as an institution. 
Find out more at termlim-
its.org. U.S. Term Limits 
does not endorse candi-
dates. Candidates who sign 
the pledge endorse term 
limits.

Terry Lyn Ballenger
December 2, 1948 – January 12, 2025

Terry Lyn Ballenger, 76, Noblesville, passed away on 
Sunday, January 12, 2025, at Francis-
can St. Francis Health in Greenwood, 
Ind. He was born on December 2, 
1948, to Robert and Margaret (Sand-
ers) Ballenger in Flint, Mich.

Terry was a middle school sci-
ence teacher for 27 years, teaching at 
Hamilton Southeastern Schools and 
at Hamilton Heights Schools. After 
retirement Terry had his own painting 

business and was a member of Refuge Christian Church. 
Terry loved nature, hiking, and traveling. He enjoyed bird 
watching and led bird-watching hikes in Carmel. Terry also 
enjoyed going to outdoor concerts.

He is survived by his wife, Nelda Ballenger; sons, Andy 
(Donna Turner) Ballenger and Jason (Anna) Ballenger; 
grandchildren, Lillian and Grace Ballenger; great-grand-
child, Myles Cheever; brothers, Robert Ballenger and Dave 
(Patricia) Ballenger; and sister, Peggy Adams.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Services will be held at noon on Friday, January 17, 

2025, at Randall & Roberts Funeral Home, 1150 Logan St., 
Noblesville, with Rev. Stanley R. Sutton officiating. Vis-
itation will be from 10 a.m. to the time of service at the 
funeral home.

Memorial contributions may be made to Refuge Chris-
tian Church, 11772 E. 196th St., Noblesville, IN 46060-9375.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Craig Lutz
March 12, 1971 – January 8, 2025

Craig Lutz, 53, Noblesville, passed away of a sudden 
medical emergency on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 8, 2025, at IU Health Methodist 
Hospital in Indianapolis. He was born on 
March 12, 1971, “getting better looking 
every year,” to David and Nancy (Lep-
anen) Lutz in Kokomo, Ind.

Craig was a 1990 graduate of No-
blesville High School and graduated 
from Wabash College in 1994 where he 
was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity. 

He received a baseball scholarship at Wabash College as 
a pitcher. For 23 years, Craig was a decorated sales pro-
fessional for Republic Services. He was a member of the 
Fifty Club of Noblesville. Craig coached Noblesville High 
School baseball for nine years, and was starting his 11th 
year as their softball coach. He loved golfing and long-dis-
tance running. Craig and Amy enjoyed traveling out west 
and hiking – Yellowstone was one of their favorite places.

He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Amy Lutz, who 
was his high school sweetheart. They started dating at 15 
and were together 37 years. Also surviving are his mother, 
Nancy Lutz; and his children, Brady (Mattie) Lutz, Hayley 
(Jordan) Allen, Meghan (Mike) Dunn, and Abbey (Dan-
iel) Scott. He was a devoted Pop-Pop to his grandchildren, 
Grayson Allen, Addie Allen, Owen Lutz, Renley Dunn, and 
Kinsley Scott. Craig is also survived by his brothers, Brad 
(Karen) Lutz and Mark (Erin) Lutz; his in-laws, Vernon & 
Kathy Zook; his brother-in-law, Steve (Lana) Zook; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Craig was preceded in death by his father, David Lutz, 
in 2009.

Visitation will be from 2 to 5 p.m., with a Celebration of 
Life service at 5 p.m., on Sunday, March 16, 2025, at Ref-
uge Christian Church, 11772 E. 196th St., in Noblesville. 
Rev. Stanley R. Sutton will officiate.

Memorial contributions may be made to carry on Craig’s 
legacy. Please mail your donation to: Indiana Members 
Credit Union, 4005 Westfield Road, Noblesville, IN 46062.

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Bettieann Ahern
July 19, 1932 – January 6, 2025

Bettieann Ahern, 92, Westfield, was called home to the 
Lord on Monday, January 6, 2025, 
surrounded by her loving family at 
St. Vincent Carmel Hospital. She was 
born on July 19, 1932, in Ottawa, Ill., 
to Frank and Marie McGrath.

Bettieann moved to Indianapo-
lis with her late, loving husband of 
60 years, Jack Ahern. Together, they 
raised a family of six children, ran a 
local insurance agency for many de-

cades, and were heavily involved in the St. Maria Goretti 
Catholic Church community, where they were founding 
parishioners. Throughout the Westfield/Carmel communi-
ty, Bettieann loved to share her gift of turning any strang-
er into a good friend – but her greatest joy in life was her 
strong relationship with her family and God.

Bettieann would often say, “My favorite pastime is 
prayer.” She loved spending time praying, tending to her 
flower garden, and hosting lovely gatherings for her family 
and friends. Bettieann was a lighthouse to many people. 
She had a special quality of making anyone she encoun-
tered feel special, loved and cared for – no matter who they 
were or how long she’d known them. To us, she was an an-
gel on Earth, and now, she is our guardian angel in Heaven.

In addition to her parents, Bettieann was preceded in 
death by her husband, Jack; children, Mike Ahern and Sue 
Roller; brothers, Bill (Jean) McGrath and Tom (Wanda) 
McGrath; and her identical twin, Johanna (Bill) Hawkings.

Survivors include her children, Jack (Brenda) Ahern, 
Tom Ahern, Lynn (Allen) Collicott, and Pam (Dave) Sid-
ery; sister, Mary Hepburn; and her beloved 12 grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchildren.

Let us all remember, “In the end, there are three things 
that last: Faith, Hope, and Love. And the greatest of these 
is Love.”

Family and friends will gather at 10 a.m. Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, 2025, at St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church, where 
the Memorial Mass will be conducted at 11 a.m.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the family 
in arrangements. Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Sarah Buhton Simpson
December 16, 1984 – January 4, 2025

Sarah Buhton Simpson, 40, Noblesville, unexpectedly 
passed away on January 4, 2025. Born 
on December 16, 1984, in Indianapolis, 
she is the daughter of James A. Simpson 
and Nina S. Phillips. 

Sarah grew up in Hamilton County 
and was a 2003 graduate of Noblesville 
High School. After graduating, she be-
gan schooling for psychology in India-
napolis. Sarah also loved to travel. She 
enjoyed going music festivals, concerts, 

and going on cruises. She loved warm weather and sunshine, 
the ocean, her dogs, and being an aunt to her nieces and neph-
ews. Sarah had an undeniable presence when she entered the 
room. Her deep desire to love on family, friends, and the ani-
mals around her was evident by the way her eyes would light 
up when she was around. Her embrace could turn tears of 
sadness to tears of joy in a matter of seconds. Her laughter 
was contagious and her free spirit was enticing and mysteri-
ous. Her essence had a way of making people feel seen and 
heard, and she was always willing to offer wisdom or just 
listen no matter what time it was. She was selfless in the way 
she cared for others & her heart was as big as her dreams.

Sarah is survived by her father, James A. Simpson; broth-
ers and sister, Jody Russell-Kiemeyer, Justin Russell, Crystal 
Anderson (Matthew), Christopher Simpson, Wesley Simp-
son, George Cameron Massingill, and Kylie Clark; 10 nieces 
and nephews, Mahala Cripe (Ryan, Eden), Carleigh Ander-
son, Luke Anderson, Chase Simpson (Olivia), Caitlin Simp-
son, Cristin Simpson, Hunter Simpson, Karianne Simpson, 
and Elijah Simpson; five beloved dogs; and several aunts and 
uncles and many cousins.

Sarah was preceded in death by her mother, Nina Phil-
lips; her grandparents, and James & Buhton Simpson and 
Virgil & Christine McKinney.

Sarah’s years on this earth left a lasting impression on 
those who knew her, and she will be missed beyond compre-
hension. The family thanks those who have reached out and 
offered condolences. Celebration of life arrangements will be 
announced once finalized.

Obituaries

Meeting Notice
The Hamilton County Parks & Recreation Board will meet in an exec-

utive session to discuss land, litigation, and personnel at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 21, 2025.

A regular board meeting will follow at 6 p.m. at Osprey Pointe Pavilion, 
19777 Morse Park Lane, Noblesville.

The Hamilton County Reporter: it’s what
newspapers were like when they were good!
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MOVE-IN READY! SOLD! NEW LISTING!

Beautiful 4 BR ranch 
on large lot with a fully 
fenced backyard. This 
home has been well 
maintained and has 

several recent updates!
Listed at $314,900

 540 Zephyr 
Way

Westfield 

ON THE WATER!SOLD!

Immaculate lake house on 
Morse Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 
two living spaces, gas fireplace, 

kitchen with 2 pantries. All 
appliances included in the sale. 

Come take a look today!   
Listed at $659,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick 
home situated on .38 acres in 
the heart of Fishers. Updated 
kitchen with granite counters, 
farm sink, stainless appliances. 

Updated HVAC and more.    
Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

Two-story home in Prairie 
Crossing. Lot borders  
the golf course. 4 BR,  

2.5 BA home has many 
updates. Mature trees  

and landscaping. 
Listed at $354,900

18794 Prairie 
Crossing Drive

Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Completely remodeled 
ranch on 1.06 acres just 
outside of downtown 
Lebanon. Beautifully 

decorated and  
move-in ready! 

Listed at $339,900

1880 E. 
75 North

Lebanon 

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to
send obituaries to obits@ReadTheReporter.com.

Today’s BiBle Reading
bezaLeL and ohoLiab

Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have 
chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the 
Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, 
with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to 
make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and 
bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and 
to engage in all kinds of crafts. Moreover, I have 
appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe 
of Dan, to help him. Also I have given ability to 
all the skilled workers to make everything I have 
commanded you: the tent of meeting, the ark of 
the covenant law with the atonement cover on it, 
and all the other furnishings of the tent—the table 
and its articles, the pure gold lampstand and all 
its accessories, the altar of incense, the altar of 
burnt offering and all its utensils, the basin with 
its stand—and also the woven garments, both 
the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments for his sons when they serve as priests, 
and the anointing oil and fragrant incense for 
the Holy Place. They are to make them just as I 
commanded you.”

Exodus 31:1-11 (NIV)

James Paul Hanenburg
June 30, 1932 – January 12, 2025

James Hanenburg, 92, Cicero, passed away peaceful-
ly on Sunday, January 12, 2025, at his 
home.

James Paul Hanenburg was born 
on June 30, 1932, in Rudyard, Mich., 
to Rev. John Hanenburg and Bertha 
Mouw Hanenburg. He grew up in 
Michigan, South Dakota, and Iowa. Af-
ter graduating from Western Christian 
High School in Hull, Iowa, his family 
moved to Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, 
where he met his wife. On September 
15, 1953, he married Henrietta (Reta) 
Haarsma in a ceremony performed by 
Jim’s father – a moment made all the 

more memorable by the fact that Jim’s draft notice had just 
arrived and was tucked into the back pocket of his father’s 
pants. It wasn’t until after the honeymoon that Jim learned 
his draft notice had been kept from him that day.

Jim served in the Army from October 1953 to October 
1955. Following his military service, Jim pursued his stud-
ies where he earned an associate’s degree from Milwaukee 
School of Engineering while beginning a family with Reta. 
Together, they raised their four children, John, Elizabeth, 
Judith, and Barbara, in a loving Christian home.

As a husband, father, brother, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather, Jim leaves behind a legacy of love, dedi-
cation, and devotion to Christ. He sold trucks for GMC for 
approximately 14 years. After selling vehicles he fulfilled 
his passion for nature by creating Nu-Way Tree Moving 
Inc. which included all things trees and moving large trees 
all year round.

Outside of work, Jim enjoyed pheasant hunting in 
Iowa, fishing in Canada, researching the canals in Indi-
ana, and the history of cemeteries in Hamilton Country. 
He also loved researching all things Indianapolis and had 
read all volumes of The Diary of Calvin Fletcher more 
than once.

Jim is survived by his children, John Hanenburg of Ci-
cero, Elizabeth Frederick of Centennial, Colo., and Barbara 
(Steven) Runyon of Noblesville; his grandchildren, Chris-
tina (David) Pruitt of Castle Rock, Colo., Steven (Hannah) 
Frederick of Denver, Colo., Andrew (Nikki) Frederick of 
Fitchburg, Mass., and Marlee (Jake) Light of Noblesville; 
three great-grandchildren, Alexandria Pruitt, Sophia Pruitt, 
and Molly Frederick; and his brother Theodore (Netty) 
Hanenburg of St. Louis, Mo.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his 
wife Reta, daughter Judith, and one brother and three sisters.

A celebration of Jim’s life will be held at 11 a.m. Wednes-
day, January 15, 2025, at Hartley Funeral Homes, 209 W. 
Jackson St., Cicero, with Pastor Austin Reifel officiating.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Good News 
Ministries (goodnewsministries.com/donate).

Jim will be remembered as a loving husband, father, 
grandfather, friend, and man of God. His legacy of love, 
kindness, and his love of cars will live on in the hearts of 
all who knew him.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Paul Alfred Geerinck
June 29, 1931 – December 29, 2024

Paul Alfred Geerinck, 93, Carmel, passed away peace-
fully on December 29, 2024. He was 
born June 29, 1931, to Marcel and Lou-
ise (Muller) Geerinck of Patterson, N.J.

He grew up not far away in North 
Haledon, N.J. When reflecting on his 
life, he often said, “I had a wonderful 
life!” Paul loved the outdoors. He had 
a degree in forestry and taught his chil-
dren much about plants and wildlife. 
He was a graduate of the University of 
Maine where he received a Bachelor of 
Science degree.

He entered the service soon after, 
and was a First Lieutenant in the Army 

Signal Corps. He served in both New Jersey and Georgia. 
He loved serving his country and always felt fortunate to 
have met his lovely bride through that time. Paul followed 
up his stint in the army with a career in communications. 
He worked for 35 years for GTE/Verizon and retired as a 
lobbyist. His work brought him into the smallest towns as 
well as the boardrooms.

Paul had an interest in everything around him. He loved 
to attend Irish picnics, Scottish festivals, Greek nightclubs, 
jazz clubs, Amish communities. He also loved plays and 
live music. Everywhere he went, he made friends. That was 
truly Paul’s biggest interest in life – meeting people. He 
loved to talk to people, and within minutes, he would learn 
their life story. He would never part without sharing a joke 
with his friends; he loved to make others laugh.

Paul was raised in the world of racing. His dad was a re-
tired local racecar driver. As a boy he would help his father 
start cars at the local track with a tow, then take an extra 
lap for fun. With his friends, he would sneak into the pits 
and experience the excitement up close. When he moved to 
Indianapolis, he became a lifelong fan of the Indianapolis 
500. He was often at the track, in the garage and pits, during 
the month of May. He passed that love onto his children 
and grandchildren.

Paul was a natural teacher. He spent years teaching 
sixth-grade faith formation. This was a true joy for him. He 
also sponsored many people into the church through RCIA, 
taught and participated in Bible studies, and enjoyed partic-
ipating and organizing various retreats. He was proud to be 
4th degree in the Knights of Columbus.

Paul loved his family and is survived by his beloved 
wife Marjorie; son, David Geerinck (Donna Torczan); 
daughters, Kathryn Geerinck and Anne (Sam) Thomas. He 
was blessed with grandchildren, Joshua Geerinck (Claire 
Jarvis), Alana Thomas and Bo Thomas; sister, Marcella 
Aschenbrenner, and numerous nieces, nephews and cous-
ins in both New Jersey and Georgia.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted at 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, January 16, 2025, at Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Catholic Church, 14598 Oak Ridge Road, Carmel.

Burial will take place in Marion National Cemetery, 
Marion, Ind., where Military Honors will be provided. 

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to assist the family 
in arrangements. Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com
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Scan here to view 
Dani’s current listings.

CURRENT REAL ESTATE MARKET
CENTRAL INDIANA STATISTICS FROM THE 16-COUNTY REGION

What’s your Real 
Estate Story? Born, 
raised and still living 
in Hamilton County, 
it is Dani’s goal 
to help you reach 
yours! Talk to Dani 
today for all your real 
estate needs. She 
knows this area and 
wants to help you 
with your story!

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com   |   DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER 

COMPANY

December 2024 
Average Sale Price

$363,190
compared to this t ime last year

Sales Decreased   
December pended home sales 
compared to this time last year

-1.0%
672

More Homes 
For Sale

12/23 vs. 12/24

12.3%
Price Increase
12/23 vs. 12/24

Months of Inventory Change   

18%
12/23 vs. 12/24

Interest Rates 
30-Year Fixed   

7.125%
 With an APR of 7.226%

TOP COUNTIES
Jennings County Sales Up 60%

Shelby County Sales Up 53.8%

Putnam County Sales Up 50.0%
Data compiled 01.6.25 from MIBOR BLC®

Read about the renaming
ceremony of Bill Shepherd 

Court in Thursday’s Reporter.

SHERIDAN 57, LAPEL 41
Sheridan FG FT TP PF
Nova Cross 0 1-2 1 0
Kenzie Garner 11 2-2 27 2
Cecilia Timme 7 1-2 15 1
Brielle Garner 2 0-0 6 2
Sadie Timme 0 0-0 0 1
Shelby Eaton 2 0-0 4 2
Mac Smith 2 0-0 4 1
Totals 24 4-6 57 9

Score by Quarters
Lapel 6 14 9 12 – 41
Sheridan 17 10 14 16 – 57
Sheridan 3-pointers (5) K. Garner 3, B. Garner 2.

Photo by Allison Waitt
Sheridan’s Kenzie Garner (12) scored 27 points 
for the Blackhawks in their 57-41 win over Lapel 
on Tuesday. Pictured at left is Cecilia Timme, who 
scored 15 points.

By RICHARD TORRES
For The Reporter

SHERIdAN – Jaidlin 
Bradshaw wasn’t sure if se-
nior guard Kenzie Garner 
was going to play Tuesday 
night.

Under the weather prior 
to Class 2A No. 12 Sheri-
dan’s home game against 
potential Sectional 39 foe 
2A Lapel, Garner was far 
from 100 percent.

Even at less than opti-
mum, Garner, a Ferris State 
commit, is more than capable.

The Blackhawks’ 
6-foot-1 leading scorer bur-
ied the game’s first point 
with a mid-range jumper 
and set her team’s 13th-
straight victory in motion 
with a follow-up 3-pointer 
before Sheridan ran away 
with a 57-41 win.

Garner finished with a 
game-high 27 points, in-
creasing her career total to 
1,469, and the Blackhawks 
continued their torrid pace 
that began following a home 
loss against 3A Brebeuf Je-
suit, 54-51, on Nov. 19.

“We really didn’t know 
what we were going to get 
from her. She has felt terri-
ble. I think it says a lot about 
her character, about her as 
a person, how she shows 
up for her team even when 
she is sick,” Bradshaw said. 
“I’m really proud of her.”

Coach Bradshaw had 
plenty to beam about as 
her Blackhawks improved 
to 2-0 against sectional op-
ponents and 10-1 on their 
home floor this season.

Sheridan (15-1) estab-
lished a 14-point advantage 
in the first half behind a 13-2 
run, and even as Lapel (12-
7) cut the margin to 27-20 by 
halftime, the veteran team’s 
chemistry never waned.

The Blackhawks an-
swered Lapel’s late first-half 
11-3 comeback fueled by a 
trio of 3-pointers from Bull-

dogs’ senior Taylor Mroz 
with a 10-3 run of their own 
to start the second half, and 
the defense forced more 
than 15 total turnovers.

“A lot of it is we have five 
awesome seniors who hold 
themselves and everyone on 
the team accountable, and 
that certainly helps keep us 
where we need to be going,” 
Bradshaw said. “Their men-
tal toughness and focus are 
outstanding, and they run 
the show for us, and we’re 
hoping they continue to do 
that, and we get to play a lot 
more basketball.”

Last year, the Black-
hawks captured their first 
sectional title since 2015, 
won their first regional ti-
tle and appeared in their 
first-ever semistate before 
losing to Eastern Hancock 
in overtime, 62-54.

Sheridan got their re-
venge against Eastern Han-
cock, 57-36, on Dec. 27 in 
the championship game of 
its own holiday tournament. 
Tuesday’s win against Lapel 
at home could be a preview 
of things to come when the 
Blackhawks host the sec-
tional next month.

“I think it was a really 
good test. Obviously, we 
saw a lot of things we still 
want to work on, so tonight 
kind of showed us this is 
where we’re at and this is 
what we need to improve 
on,” Bradshaw said. “Also, 
it gives us perspective on 
what we can add in for the 
sectional and what can we 
take out. It was nice to see 
it, but we told the girls, it’s 
an amazing win, but it really 
doesn’t matter in the grand 
scheme of things. We’re 
looking to February.”

Whichever team they 
draw this postseason, their 
opponent will face more 
than one player with senior 
Cecilia Timme, who is aver-
aging 10.2 points per game, 
posting 15 points with two 

Blackhawks breeze past 
Bulldogs, win 13th straight

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
Carmel’s Maddy Wallace scored 16 points for 
the Greyhounds during their 59-50 win over 
Columbus North on Tuesday.

CARMEL 59, COLUMBUS NORTH 50
Carmel FG FT TP PF
Mackenzie Woods 2 2-2 7 1
Maddy Wallace 5 3-4 16 1
Lauren Perry 1 6-7 8 2
Mallory Bourquein 4 0-0 8 0
Sydney Bonds 4 1-3 9 2
Bella Ramsey 3 2-2 8 1
Taylee Fisher 1 1-2 3 1
Layla Abdo 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 20 15-20 59 8

Score by Quarters
Columbus North 19 6 10 15 – 50
Carmel 15 13 9 22 – 59
Carmel 3-pointers (4) Wallace 3, Woods.

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CARMEL – If there’s 
one word that could de-
scribe the Carmel girls bas-
ketball team at the moment, 
it would be “perseverance.”

The Greyhounds have 
been dealt with injury blows 
during this season, but they 
are staying competitive – 
even winning. Despite los-
ing its leading scorer last 
week, Carmel has won its 
past two games, including 
a 59-50 win over Colum-
bus North Tuesday at the 
newly-named Bill Shepherd 
Court at the Eric Clark Ac-
tivity Center.

One of the Shepherds 
had been playing well for 
the Greyhounds this sea-
son. Izzy Shepherd, Bill’s 
great-granddaughter, was 
averaging 17 points per 
game for Carmel, but was 
injured last week during the 
Greyhounds’ game at Cen-
ter Grove and is out for the 
season. Earlier in the season, 
promising freshman starter 
Catherine Bassi suffered a 
season-ending injury.

Carmel coach Rick 
Risinger said, “it’s hard to 
keep a team together and 
not worry about all those 
injuries. They’re significant 
players. Having said that, 
we’ve talked a lot about, 
people have to step up and 
do some things that may-
be you don’t normally do, 
maybe a little bit different 
role. I was really proud of 
them tonight, that they did 
exactly that.”

The Bull Dogs led 19-15 
after the first quarter, with 
Mallory Bourquein keeping 

the ‘Hounds in the game by 
scoring eight points. Carmel 
clamped down on defense in 
the second period, allowing 
Columbus North six points. 
That helped the Greyhounds 
hold a 28-25 lead at halftime. 
Also helping was Maddy 
Wallace, who drained three 
3-pointers during the second 
quarter.

Carmel led 37-35 after a 
tight third period, but poured 
in 22 points during the fourth 
to get the victory. Free-throw 
shooting was key, as the 
‘Hounds made 12 of 16 at-
tempts in the fourth. Wallace 
and Lauren Perry were both 
3 for 4; Wallace finished with 
seven points in the quarter, 
including an and-1.

“I had different players 
do different things at differ-
ent times, and that’s what it 
takes,” said Risinger, who 
won his 350th game as a 
head coach. Risinger won 
330 games as the coach of 
Heritage Christian from 
2006 to 2020.

Wallace scored 16 
points to lead the scoring. 
Sydney Bonds added nine 
points, including four in the 
third quarter. Bourquein, 
Perry and Bella Ramsey all 
scored eight points; Ramsey 
had six in the fourth quarter.

Carmel is now 9-8 and 
began a four-game home-
stand with Tuesday’s vic-
tory. The Greyhounds host 
Fishers next Tuesday, the 
beginning of a busy stretch 
where they play two oth-
er tough teams, Pike and 
Homestead.

“I told them celebrate 
tonight, and then we’re back 
to business tomorrow for the 
next game,” said Risinger.

Girls Basketball

Hardworking Hounds 
persevere, now boast 

winning record

IBCA girls basketball
poll – Week of Jan. 13 Rank School  Points Record

1 Fishers (22) 440 12-0
2 Crown Point 410 9-0
3	 Greenfield-Central	 376	 9-2
4	 Lawrence	North	 358	 8-2
5	 Cathedral	 349	 9-3
6 Westfield 283 8-1
7	 South	Bend	St.	Joseph	 275	 11-1
8	 Ben	Davis	 269	 9-2
9	 Anderson	 241	 10-1
10	 Northridge	 236	 10-1
11	 Warsaw	 202	 10-3
T12	 Avon	 148	 11-1
T12	 New	Palestine	 148	 10-2
14	 Bishop	Luers	 134	 10-1
15	 New	Albany	 126	 7-1
16 Carmel 119 6-4
17	 NorthWood	 92	 12-1
18	 Silver	Creek	 82	 12-1
19	 Crispus	Attucks	 73	 8-5
20	 Jeffersonville	 52	 6-5

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Blackhawk	Christian	(11-2),	Brownstown	Central	(9-0),	Cardinal	Rit-
ter	(8-2),		Evansville	Reitz	(8-0),	Fort	Wayne	Wayne	(8-3),	Gary	21st	
Century	(10-2),	Guerin Catholic (12-2),	Homestead	(9-4),	Kokomo	
(10-2),	 Mount	 Vernon	 (8-2),	 Noblesville (8-4),	 Northview	 (11-0),	
South	Bend	Riley	(9-2),	South	Bend	Washington	(9-1),	Terre	Haute	
North	Vigo	(11-2),	Warren	Central	(6-4).

IBCA boys basketball
poll – Week of Jan. 13

Rank School  Points Record
1 Hamilton Southeastern (21) 439 18-0
2	 Lawrence	Central	(1)	 409	 16-1
3	 Warsaw	 402	 16-0
4	 South	Bend	Washington	 355	 18-1
5	 Greensburg	 344	 17-0
6	 Homestead	 338	 16-2
7	 South	Knox	 277	 14-2
8 Noblesville 255 14-3
9	 Brownsburg	 240	 14-3
T10	 Bloomington	South	 238	 16-1
T10	 Northridge	 238	 16-3
12	 Center	Grove	 199	 14-2
13	 Silver	Creek	 143	 12-2
14	 Washington	 118	 15-2
15	 Columbia	City	 101	 14-4
16	 Lawrence	North	 97	 10-5
17	 McCutcheon	 86	 17-3
18	 Plainfield	 73	 11-5
T19	 Bellmont	 49	 15-1
T19	 Pike	 49	 11-3

First place votes are in parentheses.

Other schools receiving votes, with records
Alexandria	(18-1),	Austin	(15-1),	Corydon	Central	(13-3),	Danville	
(14-4),	 Evansville	 Central	 (13-3),	 Floyd	 Central	 (14-3),	 Franklin	
Central	(13-6),	Northeastern	(17-1),	Norwell	(11-5),	Penn	(14-5),	
Rensselaer	Central	(16-1),	Valparaiso	(11-7),	Westfield (14-6).

assists and two rebounds 
against Lapel.

Sophomore Brielle Gar-
ner had six points off a pair of 
3-pointers, and both seniors 
Shelby Eaton and Mac Smith 
provided four points each. 
Eaton added five rebounds, 
while Kenzie Garner had a 

team-best eight rebounds.
Senior Nova Cross 

chipped in one point with 
five boards and sophomore 
Sadie Timme collected 
three rebounds with steady 
defense throughout.

See Breeze . . . Page 12
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Zien Bland (19 points) 

and Cooper Cammack (15 
points) had career high 
scoring nights to help Uni-
versity's boys withstand a 
fourth-quarter collapse to 
claim a 79-75 victory over 
Covenant Christian Mon-
day night at The U Center 
in a battle of Sectional 42 
contenders.

Covenant Christian 
trailed by 13 points in the 
third quarter and battled 
back from an eight-point 
deficit with four minutes left 
in regulation to tie the game 
at 69 with 31 seconds re-
maining. A last second shot 
by Cammack was blocked 
to force overtime.

University struck first 
in overtime, with Cammack 
finding Mohamud for a la-
yin just 10 seconds into the 
four-minute extra period. The 
Warriors tied the game on a 
rebound basket before Moha-
mud split a pair of free throws 
with 2:19 left to put the Trail-
blazers on top for good. Mo-
hamud added another foul 
shot at the 1:42 mark.

A technical foul was 
assessed on the Covenant 
Christian coach with 1:19 

remaining and Max Mc-
Comb hit one of two foul 
shots. DJ Willis scored a 
layin off a great pass from 
Mohamud to put Univer-
sity up 76-71 with 62 sec-
onds left. Cammack scored 
with 41 seconds remaining 
before Blake Gray iced the 
game with a free throw with 
6.5 seconds remaining.

University led through-
out the game. The Warriors’ 
only lead at 11-9 lasted for 
three seconds before Bland 
scored on a three-point play 
to give the Blazers the lead 
they held until the waning 
seconds of regulation.

Coach Justin Blanding 
had high praise for his un-
likely scorers. 

"I will take a win any 
way we can get it,” said 
Blanding. “I am super proud 
of Cooper and Zien. They re-
ally stepped up tonight. How 
they played is what I had 
been envisioning for them 
and our team. Hats off to 
them. DJ came in and made 
some big plays after being 
out last week with the flu."

Blanding was concerned 
with the play that let the 
Warriors back in the game.  

"Yes, we got the win, 

but I am extremely disap-
pointed with our guard play 
tonight,” said Blanding. 
“We did some uncharacter-
istic things out there and it 
almost cost us.”

Blanding said that if all 
six of University’s guards 
“have 20 turnovers among 
them then we are going to be 
in trouble. I am very disap-
pointed with our guard play 
right now. I do have confi-
dence we will get it figured 
out but tonight's showing 
from our guards was poor."

The Blazers ended with 
four players in double fig-
ures with McComb having 

16 and Mohamud 15.  The 
79 points scored by Uni-
versity was a season high. 
The win was the Trailblaz-
ers’ third in a row and evens 
their season record at 6-6.  

Covenant Christian had 
a four-game winning streak 
snapped and are now 8-3 on 
the season.

University has a pair of 
road games this weekend. 
The Blazers travel to Mun-
cie Burris Friday night for a 
Pioneer Academic Athletic 
Conference North game and 
will journey to Sectional 42 
host Monrovia on Saturday 
evening.

12 Sports

SPORTS SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Jan. 15

BOYs wrestLiNG
Hamilton Heights at Elwood, 6 p.m.

Bishop Chatard at Hamilton Southeastern, 6:30 p.m.
Carmel at Westfield, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

UNIVERSITY 79,
COVENANT CHRISTIAN 75 (overtime)
University FG FT TP PF
Zien Bland 7 3-3 19 4
Max McComb 6 3-4 16 5
Blake Gray 1 1-2 4 2
Faisal Mohamud 4 7-10 15 2
Cooper Cammack 6 3-5 15 3
Noah Cortez 1 1-2 3 0
Peter Morales 1 0-0 2 0
DJ Willis 2 0-0 5 3
Totals 28 18-26 79 19

Score by Quarters
Covenant Christian 18 16 18 17 6 – 75
University 21 17 23 8 10 – 79
University 3-pointers (5) Bland 2, McComb, Gray, Willis.

Trailblazers pull 
through in overtime

Boys BasketballGirls Basketball

The REPORTER
Hamilton Heights 

dropped a close game at 
Western on Tuesday, 56-55 
in a Hoosier Conference 
East Division contest.

The Huskies led 17-14 
after one quarter and 31-24 
at halftime. The Panthers 
cut that lead to 46-41 af-
ter three periods, then out-
scored Heights 15-9 in the 
fourth.

Katie Brown scored 20 
points for the Huskies, in-
cluding three 3-pointers, and 
also had six rebounds and 
five steals. Kamryn Rhoton 
added nine points and had 
six steals and five assists.

Heights is 1-1 in the di-
vision standings and 4-13 
overall. The Huskies are 
back on the road Saturday, 
traveling to Tipton to finish 
division play.

WESTERN 56, HAMILTON HEIGHTS 55
Heights FG FT TP PF
Katie Brown 7-19 3-3 20 2
Abi Hilfiker 3-5 0-0 7 4
Kamryn Rhoton 3-6 3-5 9 3
Presley Cherry 2-6 3-4 7 3
Sarah Sherrill 3-7 2-4 8 4
Illiana Bowyer 2-2 0-0 4 1
Macy Bradley 0-0 0-0 0 0
Haley Barr 0-0 0-0 0 0
Julianna Thompson 0-0 0-0 0 1
Totals 20-45 11-16 55 18

Score by Quarters
Hamilton Heights 17 14 15 9 – 55
Western 14 10 17 15 – 56
Heights 3-point shooting (4-12) Brown 3-8, Hilfiker 1-1, Cherry 0-2, 
Kamryn Rhoton 0-1.
Heights rebounds (16) Brown 6, Sherrill 3, Hilfiker 2, Rhoton 2, 
Bowyer 2, Barr 1.

RONCALLI 61, GUERIN CATHOLIC 40
Guerin Catholic FG FT TP PF
Annie Murphy 1 0-0 2 0
Dana Dues 0 0-0 0 0
Ava Bills 6 6-8 20 2
Lillian Behrle 2 3-4 9 3
Caroline Ford 1 0-0 2 2
Brinna Wolf 0 2-2 2 0
Madi Cain 1 0-0 2 1
Addy Horvath 0 0-0 0 0
Lainey Rott 0 0-0 0 2
Rachel Behrle 1 0-0 3 0
Emerson Worman 0 0-0 0 0
Chika Ohale 0 0-0 0 0
Totals 12 11-14 40 10

Score by Quarters
Guerin Catholic 10 8 13 9 – 40
Roncalli 19 8 16 18 – 61
Guerin Catholic 3-pointers (5) Bills 2, L. Behrle 2, R. Behrle.

The REPORTER
Guerin Catholic dropped 

its Circle City Conference 
finale at Roncalli Tuesday, 
61-40.

The Royals jumped out 
to a 19-10 lead after the 
first quarter and led 27-18 
at halftime. The Golden 
Eagles’ Ava Bills scored 11 
points in the first half, in-
cluding seven in the open-
ing period. Roncalli extend-

ed its lead to 43-31 after 
three periods and outscored 
GC 18-9 in the fourth.

Bills finished the game 
with 20 points. Lillian 
Behrle scored nine points; 
both she and Bills hit two 
3-pointers.

The Golden Eagles fin-
ished conference play 1-2 
and are 9-7 overall. Guer-
in Catholic hosts Sheridan 
next Tuesday.

Golden Eagles
drop conference finale

Huskies falls in close 
game with Western
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“The experience we 
have really from our seven. 
They did this last year. They 
played a lot of basketball last 
year, so we’re hoping that we 
get to play a lot more basket-
ball this year, and they keep 
rolling,” Bradshaw said.

Against Lapel, the goal 
was to limit junior standout 
Laniah Wills, who was av-

eraging 25.9 ppg. Wills fin-
ished with a team-high 18 
points, seven rebounds, two 
assists and a steal.

Mroz had 12 points. 
Sophomore Jane Armington 
provided five points off the 
bench, followed by junior 
Sophie Goodwin with four 
points.

Wills reached 1,500 ca-

reer points by game’s end, 
but Kenzie Garner stole the 
spotlight with 12 points in 
the first half and 15 more in 
the second.

The Blackhawks are cur-
rently ranked below No. 11 
Eastern Hancock in the lat-
est ICGSA 2A Poll and six 
teams with two or more loss-
es overall, but coach Brad-
shaw doesn’t put much stock 
in seeing her program remain 
under the radar.

“We don’t mind it at all. 
If we come out and do our 
job every day, then we’re 
happy with that,” Bradshaw 
said. “We know who we are 

and what we do, so those 
outside voices, they’re nice 
when they’re praising you, 
but we try not to take it per-
sonally when it’s not in our 
favor.”

Instead, the Blackhawks 
just keep winning with six 
more regular-season games 
left, including two more 
home contests beginning with 
3A Speedway on Thursday.

“It’s been super fun, but 
it doesn’t come without its 
stress. For the girls and for 
us, it’s just about having 
them as prepared as they 
can be. It’s really exciting,” 
Bradshaw said.

The REPORTER
Shortridge outscored 

University 13-7 in the fourth 
quarter to come away with a 
48-45 girls basketball victory 
in a back-and-forth contest.

The Blue Devils scored 
the first six points of the 
fourth quarter to take a 41-
38 lead before University's 
Sydney Culp tied the score 
with her third three pointer 
of the game. Taylor Seay's 
foul shot gave University 
its last lead at 42-41 before 
a Shortridge three pointer 
with 3:33 left.  

University trailed 48-43 
late in the game before Leah 

Norvell's rebound basket 
pulled University within 
three with 8.5 seconds left. 
The Trailblazers stole the 
ball after Shortridge in-
bounded and the Blue Dev-
ils committed a foul. Uni-
versity got off a potential 
game-tying three pointer 
that missed the mark.

Seay led University with 
a game-high 20 points, in-
cluding making 10 of 15 
free throw attempts. Gabby 
Culp had 10 points and Syd-
ney Culp nine.  

University lost their 
fifth game in a row and now 
stands at 7-11 on the season.

The Trailblazers and 
Blue Devils will play again 
Friday night at Shortridge 

in the Pioneer Conference 
championship game. Tipoff 
is at 6 p.m.

SHORTRIDGE 48, UNIVERSITY 45
University FG FT TP PF
Anyah Turley 0 0-0 0 2
Taylor Seay 5 10-15 20 1
Leah Norvell 1 2-2 4 3
Mack Feeney 1 0-0 2 3
Gabby Culp 3 4-4 10 4
Meg Rohloff 0 0-0 0 0
Sydney Culp 3 0-0 9 2
Totals 13 16-21 45 15

Score by Quarters
University 8 10 20 7 – 45
Shortridge 8 17 10 13 – 48
University 3-pointers (3) S. Culp 3.

Shortridge edges out University in close contest
Girls Basketball

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE:
Read about the Mad Ants’

win over the South Bay Lakers 
at ReadTheReporter.com.Find more sports at ReadTheReporter.com
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