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TOday’s WeaTHer
Today: Mostly to partly cloudy.
Spotty showers in the afternoon.

Breezy.
Tonight: Mostly to

partly cloudy.

Coach C

AMY SHINNEMAN
Disability in the City

COLUMNISTI was fortunate that 
early on my doctors 
told my parents that 
swimming would be 
the best exercise for 
my muscle disease. 
I believe that is a big 
part of why I am still 
walking as much as I 
do. It is still a staple in 
my life to this day.

When I was in el-
ementary school, I joined the Noblesville 
Swim Club. Many of my friends were 
swimmers, and it was something my parents 
thought could be a good fit for me. The fact 
that my friends were there made that true. 

Living with a physical disability, there 
are a lot of real-time realizations that hap-
pen in the moment – a moment when I re-
alize something isn’t going to work out for 
me, physically speaking. That was hard as 
a child and is still tough now. Often, these 
realizations happen when I am surrounded 
by others, but I feel like if I voiced what 
was happening, no one would understand. 

It seemed like I was swimming just 
as hard as the other swimmers, but I was 
swimming in place compared to them. I 
swam as hard as I possibly could, but I was 
always way behind because my muscles 
were not the same as the other kids. That 
was frustrating and embarrassing to me. 
Yet, I kept going, kept showing up for the 
early morning practices, dreading getting 
in the icy cold water not yet heated by the 
summer sun. 

A big part of what kept me going was 
my friends. There was also another huge 
reason that kept me going back and kept me 
believing that I belonged there, too.  

Sheridan Community
Schools embraces
& celebrates heart

of education during
Public Schools Week
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

Public Schools Week fell on the 
week of Feb. 24 to 28 this year. Public 
Schools Week is a time for celebrating 
and recognizing the vital role that public 
schools and educators play in shaping 
communities and the individual future 
of each student. Sheridan Community 
Schools takes pride in its commitment 
to excellence, academic success, and 
premier programs that are offered. 

Sheridan High School (SHS) pro-
vides a comprehensive education that 
serves the various needs of each stu-
dent. At SHS, students may pursue 
various educational pathways includ-
ing college preparation, vocational 
and general studies. SHS has been 
recognized for its excellence by being 
designated as a “Best Buy” school by 
the Indiana Chamber of Commerce. 
Students at SHS benefit from the small 
class size, individual attention, and 
dedicated staff, all of which help each 
student reach their potential in their 
chosen field of interest. 

Sheridan Middle School, which is 
connected to SHS, enjoys the advan-
tages of close proximity. Along with a 
staff that is composed of dedicated ed-
ucators who strive for academic excel-
lence, students have stated that, “Sher-
idan is a small school where everyone 
knows and cares about each other.”

Sheridan Elementary School (SES) 
is dedicated to providing excellent edu-
cational opportunities in the classroom 
that promote and support students as 
life-long learners. At SES, an Early 
Childhood program is offered for the 
younger students, the special education 
department along with speech and lan-
guage therapy, and occupational, phys-
ical, and adaptive physical education 

Hamilton Heights students dive 
into unique learning experiences
Submitted

Todd Jones, a 30-year vet-
eran PE teacher and coach at 
Hamilton Heights High School, 
is always looking for ways to 
kick up the educational experi-
ence for his students. Recently, 
he did just that with his third-pe-
riod Rec Games class by giving 
them the opportunity to experi-
ence Olympic-level diving up 
close and in person.

Jones reached out to John 
Wingfield, owner of Ripfest 
Diving Club, based in Arcadia, 
to create this unique experience. 
The students first attended a 
diving presentation and demon-
stration in the high school pool 
during a 90-minute block peri-
od. After the demonstration by 
two club divers, students were 
given the chance to try out their 
skills on the diving boards.

As a follow-up activi-
ty, Jones’ class took a short 
three-minute field trip up the 
road to Ripfest’s indoor training 
facility. There, elite level divers 
demonstrated how they train 
using trampolines. Students 
then were given the opportuni-

ty to jump on the trampolines, 
guided by the Ripfest coaching 
staff, and became comfortable 
with the jumps and skills. A 
few brave students even jumped 
into the foam pit off the diving 
board, while others used har-
nesses to perform somersaults 
on the trampoline with the 
coaches' aid elevating their ex-
perience.

Emily Beechler, an educa-
tional coach at the high school, 
helped Jones with the idea as 
part of his cycle 2 teacher eval-
uation and attended the trip to 
Arcadia.

“It was wonderful to see 
Mr. Jones going above and be-
yond to plan experiences for 
his kids inside and outside of 
the classroom,” Beechler said. 
“Many students started out shy 
and unsure of joining in, but by 
the end they were hooked up 
to harnesses, flipping around, 
sweating, and smiling from ear 
to ear. What a wonderful way to 
extend the classroom into our 
community and to give kids a 
once in a lifetime opportunity.”

Wingfield praised Jones for 

thinking outside the box and 
utilizing unique local resources.

“Many thanks to Mr. Jones 
for taking advantage of unique 

experiences and resources lo-
cal to Hamilton Heights High 

Photo provided
Students from Todd Jones’ Rec Games class traveled to 
the Ripfest facility in Arcadia for an engaging opportunity 
to work with Ripfest coaching staff and their equipment 
used by competitive swimmers and divers use to build 
their skill, stamina and strength.

Kaufman named finalist for 
prestigious Golden Owl award
Westfield ag education teacher & FFA advisor one of eight in Indiana
The REPORTER

Westfield High School’s Ag-
ricultural Education teacher and 
FFA advisor, Chris Kaufman, 
has been named one of eight 
finalists for the Golden Owl 
Award, an honor recognizing 
outstanding agricultural educa-
tors.

The winner will be an-
nounced at the Indiana FFA 
Convention at Purdue Universi-
ty on June 18.

Since launching Westfield’s 
agriculture program in 2022 
with just one class of 21 stu-
dents, Kaufman has helped it 
flourish into a dynamic pro-
gram with 12 courses, 261 high 
school students, and over 600 
eighth graders engaged in Ag-
riculture Exploration. Under his 
leadership, the Westfield FFA 
chapter has grown to 76 mem-
bers, earning state and national 
recognition in competitions.

“Agricultural Education is 
my passion,” Kaufman said. 
“This job is more of a calling 
than a profession. I show up ev-
ery day for the students – to sup-
port and challenge them just as 
I was supported and challenged. 
It is an incredible honor to know 
that my students, parents, ad-
ministration, and community 

see the impact I strive to make.”
Westfield students have 

pursued diverse agricultural 
pathways, including Animal 

Science, Plant Science, and 
Natural Resources, with many 
continuing their studies at uni-
versities such as Purdue, Okla-

homa State, and the University 
of Illinois.

Photo provided
The Westfield FFA seniors who won state in Ag Marketing and Ag Sales in 2024. These 
kids built the program. (From left) Chris Kaufman, Ben Wiggins, Ella Carlson, and Ava Lee.

see Golden . . . Page 2

20th annual Nature’s Inspirations art exhibit 
now open at Cool Creek Park Nature Center
The REPORTER

Hamilton County Parks and 
Recreation (HCPR) is celebrat-
ing the 20th year of its Nature’s 
Inspirations art exhibit at the 
Cool Creek Nature Center, open 
now through March 9 during 
nature center hours of operation.

The exhibit showcases art-
work inspired by nature, with 
some pieces available for pur-
chase. Proceeds support local 
artists and the parks department. 

“This exhibit is a fantas-
tic way to support local artists 
while celebrating the nature that 
inspires their work,” HCPR Di-
rector Chris Stice said. “We’re 
happy to offer a platform for lo-
cal talent and to encourage the 

Photo provided
All kinds of artwork are on display now at the Cool Creek Park Nature Center.see Nature . . . Page 2

see Coach C . . . Page 2
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CLICK 
HERECLICK TO SHARE AND CONNECT

317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by Samantha Kelly

TICKETS:  $18 (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
Thursdays $13

VENUE:  The Cat in Carmel,  
254 Veterans Way Carmel 46032

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

YOU HAVE 
BEWITCHED 
ME...

BODY 
AND 
SOUL

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 9, 2025 

by Kate Hamill, 
based on the novel 

by Jane Austen

APR 4-13, 2025 JUN 13-22, 2025 AUG 8-17, 2025

The program has already 
produced state and national-
ly ranked teams, including:

• State Champions in 
Agricultural Sales (10th na-
tionally)

• State Champions in 
Agricultural Marketing 
(11th nationally)

• Five first-place Agri-
science Fair winners in vari-
ous categories

Kaufman, who has ded-
icated 24 years to Agricul-
tural Education, received 
nominations for the Golden 
Owl Award from students in 
multiple states, demonstrat-
ing the lasting impact of his 
mentorship.

“If I were to win this 
award, it would be the cul-
mination of my life’s work,” 
Kaufman added.

Westfield Washing-
ton Schools congratulates 
Kaufman on this well-de-
served recognition and 
looks forward to celebrating 
his achievements and last-
ing impact on students at 
the Indiana FFA Convention 
in June.

About the 
Golden Owl Award
The Golden Owl Award, 

sponsored by Nationwide 
in partnership with Indiana 
FFA, recognizes exceptional 
agricultural educators who 
go above and beyond to pre-
pare students for agriculture 
and life sciences careers. 
Click here to learn more.

Photos provided
(TOP LEFT) Westfield FFA’s award-winning homecoming float in 2023. (From left) Chris Kaufman, Hannah Hoffner, Julian 
Six, Caleb Brunn, Ella Carlson, Claire Conwell, Abbey Wiggins, Ava Carlson, Ian McKinnon, Jude Kaufman, Vivian McKinney, 
Ava Lee, Jules Vitou, Mckynzye White, Aiden Cox, and Ben Davis (parent and supporter). (TOP RIGHT) The Westfield FFA’s 
first event took place in September 2022. (From left) Chris Kaufman, Max Kaufman, Jules Vitou, Lauren Pickett, Ava Lee, 
Mckynzye White, and Ben Wiggins. (ABOVE LEFT) The Westfield FFA out having some fun bowling. (From left) Indiana FFA 
Vice President Stephanie Berenda, Abby Wiggins, Mckynzye White, Vivian McKinney, Claire Conwell, Ava Carlson, Jude 
Kaufman, Myles Braasch, Eli Worth, Braxton Stalbaum, Ian McKinnon, Ashley Hoyt, Sydney Strahlem, and Chris Kaufman. 
(ABOVE RIGHT) Chris and Jude Kaufman went to the Tippecanoe County Fair to support Ella Carlson in her bid to be Fair 
Queen in 2024. (From left) Jude Kaufman, Ella Carlson, and Chris Kaufman.

GoLden
from Page 1

School,” he said. “It was 
great to see what the stu-
dents learned during their 
class participation in out-of-
the-ordinary opportunities 
in the sports of diving and 
trampoline.”

Senior Rudy Bowen 
shared his positive experi-
ence, stating, “The coach-
es were welcoming and 
demonstrated the dives 
well. It was very fun going 

through the different dives 
and safety techniques, and 
they made sure the environ-
ment was safe so no injury 
could be caused.”

Senior Gabe Roosa add-
ed, “It was a fun and easy trip 
to try new things. It was cool 
to learn about what a great 
diving program we have in 
our small community and a 
great, engaging activity.”

Jones is not done think-

ing outside the box. He has 
plans for his second period 
Rec Games class that in-
volve bowling, disc golf, 
and cornhole, utilizing area 
residents skilled in those ac-
tivities to demonstrate and 
work with the students. His 
goal is to give them more 
lifetime experiences above 
and beyond the books and 
laptops of the traditional 
school day.”

community’s appreciation 
of nature through art.” 

The exhibit features a 
range of artwork in diverse 
mediums, including photog-
raphy, paintings, and sculp-
tures, all focused on wild-
life and landscapes. HCPR 
Superintendent of Natural 
Resources Amanda Smith 
said, “We’re thrilled to have 
many returning artists as 
well as first-time artists sub-
mit their work to Nature’s 
Inspirations. Each piece 

brings a unique perspective 
and allows the audience to 
feel a powerful connection 
to nature.”

The free exhibit is a won-
derful opportunity for art 
lovers, families, and nature 
enthusiasts to come together 
and appreciate the creativ-
ity and beauty that stems 
from the natural environ-
ment. Visit the Cool Creek 
Nature Center (Monday to 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 

5 p.m.) now through March 
9 to experience this excep-
tional celebration of art and 
nature, and enjoy the other 
free activities, animals, and 
learning opportunities at the 
nature center.

For more information 
on upcoming events and 
programs or to learn how 
to support Hamilton Coun-
ty Parks and Recreation, 
please visit myhamilton-
countyparks.com or call 
(317) 770-4400.

therapy allow students to be 
successful in any situation. 
SES also provides a gifted 
and talented program which 
facilitates an accelerated 
learning experience. 

All three schools that 
make up Sheridan Commu-
nity Schools make true the 
statement that is often said: 
“Sheridan is the best-kept 
secret in Hamilton County.”

During Public Schools 
Week, Sheridan honors 

the contributions that pub-
lic schools and educators 
have made that highlight 
the importance of public 
education in shaping both 
the community’s and the 
country’s future. Sheridan 
provides an education for 
all, aims to be inclusive, 
and the teachers go above 
and beyond to support 
academic and personal 
growth. Sheridan prepares 
students for careers while 

also promoting community 
engagement and responsi-
bility. Sheridan unites the 
community and adapts to 
the ever-changing needs 
that prepare students for fu-
ture success in a changing 
world.

As Public Schools Week 
draws to a close, everyone is 
reminded of the critical role 
that public schools, includ-
ing Sheridan, play in shap-
ing individuals and society. 

Coach C is another one 
of my life’s heroes. It didn’t 
matter if it was a practice or 
a meet, I could always count 
on her to walk on the pool 
deck beside me as I swam. 
She would yell, “Kick kick 
kick, come on Amy, you are 
doing great!” She coached 
me as if I was the best 
swimmer on the team. She 
gave me advice, critiquing 
me as she did everyone else. 
She showed me that I, too, 
had value. 

At the end of the year 
banquet, she called my name 
as I sat in the crowd, assum-
ing I would not be getting 
an award, as I did not have 
any great swimming accom-
plishments. She presented 
me with the mental attitude 
award. At eight years old, 
that award didn’t hold as 
much meaning as it does to 
me today. After going up to 
receive it, I sat back down, 
silently tucking it away. At 
the time, I felt embarrassed 

of that award because I felt 
it was given to me out of 
pity. Now, I understand that 
is not true. Today, I see the 
little girl who didn’t give 
up … who showed up and 
participated. I was support-
ed by some amazing friends 
and one heck of a coach, 
even though I was the slow-
est swimmer on the team. 

It reminds me of watch-
ing countless cross country 
meets my boys have run in. 
There is usually one runner 
who is very far behind and 
comes in several minutes 
later than the other finishers. 
It never fails: the crowds 
form and cheer that person 
on as if they were about to 
win the race. I always think 
to myself … I know that 
kind of courage, the kind 
where you keep going when 
everyone else has left you 
behind. That kind of courage 
creates warriors who refuse 
to give up. Just as the winner 
of the race has a unique per-

spective, so does the person 
who comes in last. Learning 
very different lessons, each 
life shaping in their own 
ways. Each engulfed in the 
pressure to finish with many 
eyes watching.

If you are reading this 
and you happen to be a 
coach, remember that even 
if you are not getting the 
same performative results 
from the “worst” kid on the 
team, your investment in 
them likely means the world 
to them. Your encourage-
ment may help them soar 
in other areas of their lives 
because you chose to invest 
in and believe in them, too. 

Until next time …
Amy Shinneman is a for-

mer National Ambassador 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, disability blog-
ger, wife, and mom of two 
boys. You can find her blog 
at humblycourageous.com 
and reach her on Instagram 
@ashinneman. 
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 This Tony Award winner for Best Musical 
includes: 

 
“Sherry”

“Big Girls Don’t Cry”
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off You”

“Workin’ My Way Back To You” 
“My Eyes Adored You”

beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Now on stage — Saturday matinees added!
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The REPORTER
The United States Army 

Field Band & Soldiers’ 
Chorus will return to Allied 
Solutions Center for the Per-
forming Arts on April 9 for 
a free community concert 
celebrating the U.S. Army’s 
250th anniversary.

The 7:30 p.m. program 
at the Palladium is titled 
This We’ll Defend, the mot-
to of the U.S. Army since 
the Revolutionary War. The 
multimedia concert experi-
ence speaks to the resolve 
of those who serve, from 
the Greatest Generation to 
today's soldiers stationed 
around the world. The per-

formance will celebrate this 
great nation and those who 
are sworn to protect it, hon-
oring military service – past, 
present, and future – through 
music and storytelling.

Free tickets will be 
available starting at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 28 by phone at 
(317) 843-3800 or in per-
son at the Palladium’s Fifth 
Third Bank Box Office, 1 
Carter Green, Carmel, open 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday.

Due to anticipated high 
demand, tickets will be lim-
ited to four per household 
and will not be available 

online.
Based in Washington, 

D.C., the United States 
Army Field Band is the of-
ficial touring musical repre-
sentative of the U.S. Army. 
Its mission is to connect 
with Americans, share Army 
stories, and honor veterans 
as “the Musical Ambassa-
dors of the Army.” These 
active-duty soldiers tour na-
tionally and internationally, 
performing for live audienc-
es in large concert venues, 
while reaching hundreds of 
millions of enthusiastic fol-
lowers online. Through per-
formances in communities 
across the United States, the 

U.S. Army Field Band fos-
ters a positive relationship 
with the American people, 
supports diplomatic efforts 
around the world, and in-
spires future generations to 
serve.

The Fifth Third Bank 
Box Office at the Palladium 
is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
noon to 4 p.m. Saturday. 
More information is avail-
able at (317) 843-3800 and 
TheCenterPresents.org.

The concert is part of 
Allied Solutions Center’s 
2024-2025 Center Presents 
Season sponsored by Allied 
Solutions.

U.s. army Field Band 
tickets available Friday
Concert Band & Soldiers’ Chorus to play free concert April 9

Photo provided
Due to anticipated high demand, tickets will be limited to four per household and will not be available online.

The REPORTER
Daniella Neise is serving 

as an intern for the Indiana 
Senate Majority Caucus 
during the 2025 legislative 
session, said State Sen. Scott 
Baldwin (R-Noblesville). 

Neise, a resident of 
Noblesville, is the daugh-
ter of Jennifer and Adam 
Neise. She graduated from 
Hamilton Southeastern 
High School and is a ju-
nior at Ball State University 
studying media promotion 
management. She is also a 
three-year member of the 
Chi Omega Phi Epsilon 
panhellenic organization at 
Ball State.

“Daniella has continued 
to impress me as this session 
progresses,” Sen. Baldwin 
said. “She consistently goes 
the extra mile whenever she 
is asked. She is a talented, 
young professional, and I 
wish her the best in her fu-
ture endeavors.”

As a press secretary in-
tern, Neise tracks legisla-
tion and media coverage, 
writes news release and 
op-eds, creates e-commu-
nication and social media 
strategies, and works with 

members of media.  
“I am confident that serv-

ing as a press secretary in-
tern will be pivotal in shap-
ing my future career goals 
by allowing me to build 
meaningful connections,” 
Neise said. “This opportu-
nity has given me the space 
to develop my creativity and 
refine my skills in media and 
communication. My favor-
ite part of interning for the 
Communications Office is 
working alongside a diverse 
group of driven individuals 
who challenge me to expand 
my way of thinking.”

Neise is focused on 
growing her media market-
ing strategy and passion for 
creative storytelling. Prior to 
interning with the Indiana 
Senate, Neise has worked 
with community organiza-
tions like Xylem Marketing, 
Chi Omega Phi Epsilon, Da-
vid Owsley Museum of Art, 
The Common Market of 
Muncie, and Arsenal Fitness 
and CrossFit.

Senate Majority interns 
work through the duration 
of the legislative session, 
which is scheduled to end 
by April 29.  

Photo provided

HSE graduate 
gains experience at 
Indiana Statehouse

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
https://thecenterpresents.org/
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sen. Jim Buck welcomes 
local students to statehouse

Photos provided
(From left) George Hyatt, Bryce Jacobs, Harold Stach, and Ethan Witherow recently paged for State 
Senator Jim Buck.

The REPORTER
State Sen. Jim Buck 

(R-Kokomo) welcomed the 
following local students to 
the Statehouse who served 
as Senate pages in January 
and February.

• Liam Cannon, Sheri-
dan, attends Westfield Mid-
dle School (not pictured)

• aaron Howard, Ko-
komo, attends Tri-Central 
Community School (not 
pictured)

• George Hyatt, West-

field, attends Westfield In-
termediate School

• Bryce Jacobs, West-
field, attends Cathedral 
High School

• Harold stach, West-
field, attends Westfield Mid-
dle School

• ethan Withe-
row, Sharpsville, attends 
Tri-Central Middle/High 
School

Pages spend a day at the 
Statehouse touring the his-
toric building, observing de-

bates from the Senate floor 
and interacting with their 
state senator.

“I always look forward 
to meeting with students 
from my district who have 
taken time out of their week 
to come learn about state 
government during our leg-
islative session,” Sen. Buck 
said. “These students get to 
see firsthand how the leg-
islative process works for 
Hoosiers all around the state 
and in our local community. 

I encourage local schools 
and parents to take advan-
tage of this unique educa-
tional experience.”

Students in grades six 
through 12 participate in 
the page program on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Thurs-
days during the legislative 
session. Groups serve on 
Wednesdays.

To learn more about the 
Senate Page Program, visit 
Indianasenaterepubli-
cans.com/Page-Program.

Letter to the Editor

OneZone CEO supports 
Fishers’ proposed rental 

registry ordinance

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
On behalf of OneZone Chamber, I want to express 

our support for the proposed ordinance establishing a 
rental registry program and implementing a 10 percent 
cap on the number of rental homes. We appreciate the 
innovation and due diligence of Mayor Fadness and his 
team in developing a thoughtful and strategic approach 
to ensuring long-term neighborhood stability and hous-
ing market balance.

As an organization committed to fostering a strong 
business environment, we recognize that a well-main-
tained and sustainable housing market is essential to 
economic growth and community vitality.

The rental registry program will provide important 
transparency and accountability for rental properties, 
while the 10 percent cap will help preserve homeown-
ership opportunities, protect property values, and sup-
port the overall quality of life in Fishers.

We commend the City of Fishers for proactively ad-
dressing these housing challenges and setting a prece-
dent for responsible community development.

OneZone Chamber stands ready to support the im-
plementation of this ordinance and looks forward to 
continued collaboration to enhance the vibrancy of our 
community.

Jack russell
President & CEO 
OneZone Chamber

Franciscan Health Foundation receives grant 
from Indiana Breast Cancer Awareness Trust
The REPORTER

The Indiana Breast Can-
cer Awareness Trust (IB-
CAT) has awarded a grant 
of over $7,000 to the Fran-
ciscan Health Foundation to 
be used to provide mammo-
grams for low-income wom-
en in central Indiana. 

The money is generat-
ed by the sale of Indiana’s 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
license plate.

The Franciscan Health 
Foundation has received 
IBCAT funding for several 
years with funds distributed 
to the breast cancer screen-
ing program at Franciscan 

Health Indianapolis among 
other programs within the 
organization.

The breast cancer screen-
ing program at Franciscan 
Health Indianapolis targets 
low-income women to pro-
vide equitable access to ear-
ly detection and intervention 
services for breast cancer. 
The program aims to over-
come financial, logistical, 
and informational obstacles 
that might otherwise prevent 
these women from receiv-
ing timely and appropriate 
screening.

Since the IBCAT special 
group recognition license 

plate was first made available 
in 2002, tens of thousands 
of Hoosier women have re-
ceived screening, diagnostic, 
and support services with 
more than $5 million being 
awarded through competi-
tive grants. In addition, more 
than $80,000 in scholarships 
has been awarded to incom-
ing and current college stu-
dents who have lost a parent 
or who have a parent cur-
rently battling the disease.

The mission of the IB-
CAT, Inc. is to increase 
awareness and improve 
access to breast cancer 
screening, diagnosis, and 

support services through-
out Indiana. Hoosiers may 
purchase an Indiana breast 
cancer awareness special 
group recognition license 
plate by visiting any BMV 
license branch or online at 
myBMV.com. Of the an-
nual $40 fee, $25 is a direct 
tax-deductible donation (to 
the extent of the law).

For more information 
on the IBCAT and the pro-
grams it funds, please visit 
breastcancerplate.org or 
call (866) 724-2228.

Click here to learn more 
about the Franciscan Health 
Foundation.

East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT
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6 News

Hamilton county Veterans community page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 

Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm 
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060    
317-773-9985  Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 

Navy Club Ship 29 
Noblesville, In 
president@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 2nd Thurs 630pm at Gingers 1804 
Conner St Noblesville  
Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

================================ 

Indy Vet Center Is At Recovery Café on 
Tuesdays, 8am-6pm, to Help Our 
Hamilton County Veteran Community 

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Carmel American Legion Breakfast every 

Saturday and Sunday 8am-12pm  

 
 

Carmel VFW Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sat 8am-11am 

 
 

====================================== 
Fishers American Legion Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sat 

 
 

Noblesville American Legion Saturday Trivia 

 

Activities & Events 
American Legion & VFW Bar & Restaurant 
Hours 
Carmel Legion  
    M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa 8a-11p,      
    Su 8a-8p. Restaurant –Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p 
    Lunch W-F 11a-2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p 
Carmel VFW  
    Su-Sa 11a-11p. Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa   
    8a-11a, Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 
Cicero Legion  
    M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
    Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-W, F  
    eat in or carry out 
Fishers Legion  
    M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
    Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 9-12, Food 12-8    
    Tu, 5-9 W, 12-9 Th, F 3-8 Sa, 12-5 Su     
Noblesville Legion  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
    Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-930a 
    Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 
Noblesville VFW  
    M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 12p-8p 
    Restaurant M-F 6-9p 
Sheridan Legion  
    M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p 
    Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service till close  
 

Christmas In June Care Package Drive 

 
Indy Vet to Vet Daily Meetings Around Indy 

 

Tuesdays at Pasto

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

1/2 price appetizers  
AND $2 off specialty cocktails

Dine-In Only On Any Tuesday

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

https://www.pastoitaliano.com/


By CAT SANDOVAL
WISH-TV | wishtv.com

Gov. Mike Braun 
touched on cutting property 
taxes, reforming health care 
and education, and elimi-
nating diversity, equity, and 
inclusion practices in a half-
hour Tuesday morning news 
conference at the midpoint 
of the legislative session.

Braun ran on property 
tax relief and has continued 
to push for it for Hoosiers 
even though parts of his 
plan were not passed by the 
Senate before senate Bill 1 
went to the House for con-
sideration.

Initially, Braun’s plan 
was for homeowners to re-
set their property tax rates 
to 2021 levels, or take a 60 
percent deduction. But, that 
was dropped from the Sen-
ate bill.

The Republican gover-
nor also pushed to cap the 
yearly property tax increase 
to 3 percent for homeowners 
and 2 percent for seniors, 
but senators amended the 
cap to 1 percent in 2027 and 
2 percent in 2028.

Instead of property tax 
breaks for all homeowners, 
the Senate bill as passed 
would give deductions only 
to low-income seniors, dis-
abled veterans, and first-
time homebuyers.

Braun on Tuesday said, 
“We need broader relief, 
and all I’m asking is for lo-
cal school districts and lo-
cal governments – both of 
which I think are the most 
important part of what states 
are about and communities 
are about, they need to be 
healthy – but they need to 
make sure that they’ve cov-
ered their legitimate costs 
with a reasonable growth 
factor and that they’ve not 
gone above and beyond.”

Braun last 
week said he’s 
“likely” to veto 
the property tax 
package and call 
a special session 
if he doesn’t be-
lieve it provides 
enough relief.

On healthcare, 
bills that moved 
forward included stricter 
enforcement on Medicare 
fraud, transparency on 
prescription markups, and 
transparency on healthcare 
mergers and acquisitions. 
“My executive orders will 
bring historic reforms to 
our health care system, en-
suring transparency, com-
petition and lower prices 
for Hoosiers in the General 
Assembly, our freedom and 
opportunity health care re-
forms are moving quickly,” 

Braun said.
as News 8 re-

ported Feb. 18, 
the plan approved 
by the Senate 
could potential-
ly remove more 
than a quarter of 
a million Hoosiers 
from one of the 
state’s Medicaid 

programs.
On education, the sen-

ate passed a bill that would 
bump a teacher’s salary by 
$5,000, making the min-
imum salary for teachers 
$45,000. Braun said, “Some 
of the stuff we’ve been do-
ing is catching stride. We’ve 
established the Office of 
School Safety to keep our 
kids safe. Public safety big 
priority for Hoosiers right 
here in our own capital city.”

In step with the federal 

government, Braun on Jan. 
15 signed an executive or-
der banning diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion (DEI) 
practices from state offices. 
Also, the Senate has passed 
a bill eliminating DEI in 
state schools.

Braun said, “When we 
look at MEI (merit, excel-
lence, and innovation) as 
opposed to DEI, it basically 
boils down to a discussion 
on, ‘What do you mean by 
‘merit?” I think we all know 
what’s meant by ‘merit.’ We 
want the best folks in office 
or doing something based on 
their ideas and what they’re 
bringing to the table.”

This story was original-
ly published by WISH-TV at 
wishtv.com/news/politics/
governor-braun-proper-
ty-taxes-health-care-edu-
cation-dei.

   News 7

Gov. Braun: ‘We need 
broader relief’ on property 
taxes than senate suggests

Braun

Submitted
Ball State University 

will welcome Amy Good-
man, the host and executive 
producer of Democracy 
Now!, as part of the da-
vid Letterman 
distinguished 
Lecture se-
ries.

G o o d m a n 
will share her 
k n o w l e d g e 
and expertise 
with students 
and the great-
er Muncie community at 
7 p.m. on April 8 at Pruis 
Hall. The event is free and 
open to the public, but a 
general admission ticket is 
required for entry.

Free tickets will be 
available at the Emens Box 
Office (Monday to Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) on the 
following dates:

• Now through March 
2: students (with Ball State 
ID)

• March 3 to 9: faculty, 
staff, and students (with 
Ball State ID)

• March 10 until sold 
out: general public

“We are excited to bring 
journalist Amy Goodman 
to the Ball State campus,” 
said Dr. Kristen McCauliff, 
interim dean of the Col-
lege of Communication, 
Information, and Media. 
“At a time when the media 
landscape is rapidly evolv-
ing, her perspective on the 
critical need for accurate 
storytelling and the role of 
journalists in upholding de-
mocracy will offer invalu-
able insight to our students 
and community.”

Goodman is a trailblaz-
ing journalist whose work 
has reshaped independent 
media. As the force behind 
Democracy Now!, she has 
provided an alternative to 
mainstream news, reaching 

millions through more than 
1,400 public television and 
radio stations worldwide. 
Her commitment to jour-
nalistic integrity has earned 
her numerous accolades, in-

cluding the I.F. 
Stone Medal 
for Journalistic 
Independence 
from the Nie-
man Founda-
tion for Journal-
ism at Harvard 
and the Right 
L i v e l i h o o d 

Award, often called the “Al-
ternative Nobel Prize.”

An accomplished au-
thor, Goodman has co-writ-
ten six New York Times 
bestsellers, including De-
mocracy Now!: Twenty 
Years Covering the Move-
ments Changing America. 
Her books highlight grass-
roots activism, resistance, 
and the power of indepen-
dent journalism.

Goodman has been rec-
ognized for groundbreaking 
reporting throughout her 
career, earning the George 
Polk Award, the Robert F. 
Kennedy Prize for Interna-
tional Reporting, and the 
Alfred I. duPont-Columbia 
Award. She has also been 
named one of PULSE’s Top 
20 Global Media Figures. 

The David Letterman 
Distinguished Lecture Series 
at Ball State aims to engage 
students and the broader 
community in meaningful 
discussions with influential 
voices. In 2007, David Let-
terman made a generous 
donation to the University, 
enabling the series to invite 
top leaders from the media, 
business, and academia. 
Since its inception, the se-
ries has featured executives 
from Fortune 500 compa-
nies, technological innova-
tors, world-renowned jour-
nalists, and many others.

Goodman

Award-winning
journalist Amy 

Goodman to speak at 
Ball State University
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The REPORTER
Tickets are available 

now for these upcoming 
events at The Center for the 
Performing Arts in Carm-
el. Just go to TheCenter-
Presents.org or call (317) 
843-3800.

The StepCrew
8 p.m. Friday, March 7

The Palladium
Tickets from $25

Telamon Passport Series
The Canadian Celtic 

ensemble StepCrew brings 
together three styles of ex-
hilarating dance forms – 
Ottawa Valley stepdance, 
Irish stepdance and tap. 
With virtuosic dancers and 
musicians from the likes 
of the Chieftains, Cherish 
the Ladies and Bowfire, 
this cast of outstanding 
talent takes you on a dance 
journey, as champions in 
their respective art forms 
show audiences the amaz-
ing similarities and dif-
ferences between these 
three captivating styles. 
The StepCrew also boasts 
three world-class fiddlers 
backed by an amazing 
five-piece ensemble com-
prising some of the most 
talented and respected mu-

sicians in the Celtic music 
scene today. 

Brooklyn Charmers: 
A Steely Dan Tribute
8 p.m. Friday, March 7

The Tarkington
Tickets from $35

Katz, Sapper & Miller 
Pop/Rock Series

Brooklyn Charmers is 
a Steely Dan tribute band 
comprised of some of Chi-
cago's top players. With 
masterful precision and 
obsessive dedication to the 
music, Brooklyn Charm-
ers injects a new energy 
into the beloved catalogue, 
bridging the gap between 
new and lifelong fans 

alike. Steely Dan’s blend 
of rock and jazz, along 
with their infectious hooks 
and clever lyrics, put them 
in another league in the 
eyes of critics and fans. 
Their prolific and con-
sistent output throughout 
the 1970s cements them 
as classic rock royalty. 
Brooklyn Charmers are 
excited to carry the torch 
into the new generation.
Peanut Butter & Jam: 

Katherine Nagy & 
Friends 

10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 8

The Studio Theater
Tickets: $10 per child, 

includes up to two free 
adult admissions

Katherine Nagy is a 
singer and songwriter who 
was raised in Ireland. Her 
memories of these times 
and love of Irish folk mu-
sic have greatly influenced 
her own songs and writing 
style. She will be joined by 
her band as they perform her 
own Irish-inspired songs, as 
well as familiar Irish tunes, 
and share stories filled with 
Irish tradition. 

Designed for children 
ages 1 to 7, Peanut Butter 
& Jam sessions encourage 
young children to become 
engaged in the arts.

8 News
PA

ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in 
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former 
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!

Ni
ck

el
Pl

at
ee

xP
re

ss
.co

m

All AboArd! NickelPlAteexPress.com

Trailer Park Tragedy
Dust off your best trailer park attire 

and get ready for an evening of 
laughs, suspense, and unforgettable 

fun! In this interactive murder 
mystery, guests are the actors. Enjoy 

the show plus a BBQ dinner.

March 29 and 30 

Easter Express
All aboard for a springtime Easter 

adventure. Enjoy an interactive story 
with the Easter Bunny and Farmer 

Brown, a sweet treat and our special 
Nickel Plate bunny punch.

April 12, 13 and 19

Spring Field Trip Days
Learn about railroad history, safety 
and more aboard the historic Nickel 

Plate Express. Take a 45-minute train 
ride, talk with the Conductor and 

Engineer and see history in action. 
Tickets are just $12 per person.

April 29 and May 13  

Railbike Season 
Bike the historic line north and 

south from Forest Park using unique 
“railbikes” that operate on the existing 
railroad tracks. The NPX Railbike is 
the first of its kind in Indiana and one 
of the few available in the Midwest!

Opens April 4! 

Photo provided
Hailing from Canada, StepCrew will be live at the Palladium on March 7.

don’t miss these great events
at allied solutions Center
for the Performing arts

Noblesville Creates partners 
with Westfield to grow the arts
Westfield artists encouraged to connect

The REPORTER
Noblesville Creates has 

partnered with the City of 
Westfield to develop West-
field’s Arts Master Plan. 
With more than 12 years of 
experience in arts communi-
ty development throughout 
central Indiana, Noblesville 
Creates says it is unique-
ly qualified to help expand 
the arts in the sixth fast-

est-growing city in America.
The arts play a critical 

role in developing and defin-
ing a community’s identity, 
as well as driving econom-
ic development and en-
hancing public spaces. The 
Arts Master Plan aims to 
enhance cultural vibrancy, 
foster community engage-
ment, and promote West-
field’s creative economy. 
The plan is an investment 
in the holistic wellbeing of 
Westfield’s residents and 
visitors, and it is an oppor-
tunity to enhance the city’s 
cultural landscape, support 
local artists, and create a 
vibrant community identity.

At this phase of the 
project, Noblesville Cre-
ates seeks to engage West-
field-based creatives of all 
kinds, at any stage of their 
creative journey. Anyone 

working in the creative 
industry, which includes 
visual arts, performing 
arts, fashion, architecture, 
marketing, culinary arts, 
and more, is encouraged to 
reach out to get included 
in Westfield arts planning 
and to receive information 
about upcoming arts and 
cultural opportunities. No-
blesville Creates also seeks 
those for whom the arts are 
an important escape – if you 
live in Westfield and enjoy 
painting, music, drawing, 
acting, woodworking, tin-

kering, or any other creative 
hobby, the organization 
would love to connect with 
you. This is an opportunity 
to help shape Westfield’s 
creative economy from the 
ground up.

Anyone with a stake in 
the creative economy in 
Westfield is encouraged to 
fill out the form at nobles-
villecreates.org/stories/
seeking-westfield-artists, 
or contact Noblesville Cre-
ates Executive Director Aili 
McGill at amcgill@nobles-
villecreates.org.

The REPORTER
United Way of Central 

Indiana has named six win-
ners of this year’s ELEVATE 
awards, an annual event that 
recognizes the region’s top 
young philanthropists.  

A panel of seven judges 
selected the winners, who 
were announced Saturday 
at ELEVATE, held at THE 
LUME, inside the Indianap-
olis Museum of Art at New-
fields.

Now in its seventh year, 
the event recognizes ad-
vocates, leaders, nonprofit 
employees, and volunteers 
between the ages of 21 and 
40. ELEVATE also serves 

as a fundraiser for United 
Way’s basic needs initiatives, 
which help provide Hoosiers 
with food, housing, transpor-
tation, and access to health 
care services.  

This year’s event raised 
over $62,000 and was pre-
sented by Old National Bank.

Nearly 100 people were 
nominated for ELEVATE, 
and an external commit-
tee composed of volunteers 
from the community select-
ed 25 finalists.

The 2025 winners are:
• Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion Advocate of the 
Year: Wendy Catalan Ruano, 
Starfish Initiative  

• Emerging Leader of the 
Year: Peter Hanscom of Car-
mel, Free Press Indiana  

• Nonprofit Employee of 
the Year, presented by Delta 
Faucet Company: McKen-
na Houston, STARTedUP 
Foundation  

• Volunteer of the Year, 
presented by The National 
Bank of Indianapolis: Steph-
anie Marshall, Brendon Park 
Civic Association  

• United Way Champion 
of the Year: Brandon Cobb, 
Eli Lilly & Company  

• People’s Choice, pre-
sented by Katz, Sapper & 
Miller: Logan Metzger, Ad-
jutant Solutions Group

Central Indiana’s top young philanthropists 
honored at United Way’s ELEVATE awards
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   News 9

BIDDING OPENS: Sat., February 22nd @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, March 8th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, March 6th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, March 10th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, March 11th from Noon - 6pm
2018 Skyjack SJIII3226 26’ Scissor Lift, JLG 1930ES 19’ Electric Scissor Lift, Daewood Model 25S Industrial Forklift
53’ VAN STORAGE TRAILER (NO TITLE-FOR STATIONARY STORAGE UNIT USE ONLY)
1999 Chevrolet Tilt Master W3500 Box Truck
BUS & PASSENGER VEHICLE EQUIPMENT (Most in New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Headlight Assemblies, Rolls 
Altro Vinyl Flooring, Valco Diesel Heater & Parts, Fleetquard Fuel Filters, Phillips & Temro Heating Products, Grayson 
Thermal Systems Filters, Rolls of Convoluted Hose, Parker Hydraulic Hoses, Rolls of CAT-5 Communication Cable, 
Eaton Synflex Air Brake Tubing Kits, Mirrors, Mounting Brackets, Hardware, Clamps, Hoses, Couplers, Fasteners, Fire 
Suppression Hoses, Assorted Air Line, Hose Assemblies, Grille Assemblies, Sportworks Stainless Steel Bike Racks
United States Seating Company (Most New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Double Bench Seat Units, Single Seat Units, 
Tip-Up Seats, Cushion Sets, Recaro Driver Seats
Safety Vision Interior IP Cameras & Interior & Exterior Network Mini Dome Cameras, Electrical Components, 
Lighting Kits
Parts Bins, Employee & Breakroom Lockers, Fire Extinguishers, Ramco RS-90P Metal Cutting Bandsaw, Metal Burn 
Barrels w/ Lids, Goodyear & Michelin 265/70R19.5 Tires
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

EQUIPMENT
and

BUS & PASSENGER
VEHICLE EQUIPMENT

Submitted by Office of 
the Attorney General

Indiana Attorney Gen-
eral Todd Rokita recently 
obtained thousands in con-
sumer restitution 
for Hoosiers who 
bought cars from 
auto dealers al-
legedly engaged 
in deceptive con-
duct, including 
odometer fraud.

The settle-
ments are a con-
tinuation of AG 
Rokita’s work to 
ensure Hoosiers receive true 
and accurate information 
when purchasing a car.  

“Buying a car is one of 
the two biggest purchases 
most people make,” AG 
Rokita said. “As part of our 
mission protecting consum-
ers, we want to ensure Hoo-
siers can make informed 
choices based on true and 
accurate information. We 
have no tolerance for deal-
ers who engage in deceptive 
sales practices that hurt both 
consumers and the reputa-
tions of dealers who operate 
with honesty and integrity – 
who comprise the vast ma-
jority.” 

AG Rokita’s team en-
tered settlements with four 
dealers in January – Flexi-
ble Auto Sales, Zoom Auto 
Sales, US Auto Finance, 
and Nissan of Warsaw.  

Flexible Auto Sales en-
tered into a consent judg-
ment after allegedly tamper-
ing with and lowering the 
mileage on vehicle odom-
eters and representing false 
low mileages to consumers. 
Under the terms of the set-
tlement, Flexible Auto Sales 
is ordered to pay consumer 
restitution in the amount 
of $101,077. The owner of 

Flexible Auto Sales is also 
barred from owning, operat-
ing or managing a car deal-
ership in the future. Flexible 
Auto Sales had previously 

ceased operations 
after AG Rokita 
filed his lawsuit.  

Zoom Auto 
Sales entered into 
an assurance of 
voluntary compli-
ance (AVC) after 
allegedly failing 
to inform pur-
chasing consum-
ers that the vehi-

cles they were purchasing 
had “rebuilt” title brands. 
Under the terms of the AVC, 
Zoom Auto Sales agreed to 
pay consumer restitution in 
the amount of $13,575.

US Auto Finance en-
tered into an AVC after 
allegedly advertising vehi-
cles for specific prices and 
then significantly raising 
those prices for consumers 
who chose to finance their 
vehicles. Prior to entering 
the AVC, US Auto Finance 
credited the accounts of 110 
consumers who were over-
charged in the total amount 
of $240,759.

Nissan of Warsaw en-
tered into an AVC after 
allegedly sending out a 
prize mailing that includ-
ed deceptive statements, 
including allegedly falsely 
representing that recipients 
had won a prize when they 
had not. Under the terms of 
the AVC, Nissan of Warsaw 
paid a civil penalty in the 
amount of $17,250.

Consumers who be-
lieve they have encountered 
wrongful business practices 
are encouraged to file com-
plaints with the Attorney 
General at in.gov/attorney-
general.

rokita

Car buyers get restitution 
following settlements with
allegedly deceptive dealers

IU Kokomo addresses teacher shortage 
with paraprofessional program

Submitted
After years working 

in the insurance indus-
try, Janelle Bolen decided 
she was ready for a career 
change.

After a year as a para-
professional at Hamilton 
Heights Middle School, 
she found her calling as a 
teacher. The Pathways for 
Paraprofessionals program 
in the Indiana University 
Kokomo School of Edu-
cation is helping her reach 
that goal, while continuing 
to work at her school.

“It’s been fantastic,” 
Bolen said. “I love that I 
can continue to work as part 
of my program. I would not 
have been able to do this 
without that flexibility.”

Bolen, from Arcadia, 
is one of about 70 students 
in IU Kokomo’s parapro-
fessional program, which 
is scheduled to allow these 
student support employees 
to earn a teaching degree 
and become a licensed 
teacher. Paraprofessionals 
from nearly 20 north central 
Indiana school districts are 
enrolled. 

With schools struggling 
to fill open teaching posi-
tions, Tara Kingsley, in-
terim associate dean of the 
School of Education, said 
the program allows schools 
to identify people they al-
ready know as potential ed-
ucators, and support them to 
become licensed teachers. 

“We want to tap into 
those rich funds of knowl-
edge, and validate that they 
are already practicing these 
skills, often with the most 
vulnerable populations of 
students,” Kingsley said. 
“They bring a lot of experi-
ence and real-world knowl-
edge into the classes. We try 
to tap into that knowledge 
and help them make the 
connections between what 
they see in their classrooms 
and what they learn in our 
classrooms.”

Kingsley said many of 
those enrolled were encour-
aged personally by their 
school leaders.

“It really is the princi-
pals and superintendents 
recommending students for 
this program, and encour-
aging paraprofessionals to 
enroll,” she said. “It gives 
them so much excitement 
and pride that their prin-
cipal saw that in them. 
They’re not sending blanket 
e-mails; they are talking to 
the paraprofessionals they 
want to invest in. It makes 
a difference in their confi-
dence.”

Bolen said Heights Su-
perintendent Dr. Derek Ar-
rowood contacted her about 
joining the program. She 
hopes to teach at Hamilton 
Heights, where she gradu-
ated from high school, after 
she earns her teaching de-
gree. She said she appreci-
ates being able to complete 

her college degree with sup-
port from her employer.

“What we are learn-
ing in IUK’s classrooms 
has real life applications,” 
she said. “We are seeing in 
real life what we are being 
taught. We are living it right 
now.”

Arrowood called the 
program a win-win for the 
school and the communi-
ty, as it addresses both the 
teacher shortage and quality 
of education in the district.

“One of the benefits of 
participation is that it cre-
ates a great pathway for our 
outstanding paraprofession-
als to seamlessly transition 
to a certified teacher in a 
school culture with which 
they are familiar,” he said. 
“The impact on the district 
is multifaceted: it strength-
ens our teacher pool of can-
didates who already know 
and love our kids, enhances 
the professional develop-
ment of current staff, and 
ultimately leads to a more 
stable and supportive learn-
ing environment for our stu-
dents.”

Paraprofessionals attend 
classes one evening per 
week, and have additional 
online classes, so they can 
continue to work in their 
schools. They take extra 
credits during the summer 
to complete all required 
credits to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in education. 

“We offer a flexible 

schedule, with instructors 
who honor the life and 
work experience these stu-
dents bring to the college 
classroom,” Kingsley said. 
“It benefits the school, be-
cause their skill levels are 
growing in their current 
classrooms while they are 
earning their certification.”

The newest cohort 
joined the School of Edu-
cation in January, with an 
orientation funded with a 
grant from Women of the 
Well House, IU Kokomo’s 
philanthropic giving circle.

Kingsley noted that 
Frankfort Community 
Schools is participating in 
Indiana’s registered appren-
tice program for their para-
professionals, which allows 
them to apply for funding 
to support their tuition and 
other costs. She anticipates 
other districts will join in 
the apprenticeship program 
moving forward.

Participating districts 
include Alexandria, Ben-
ton, Carmel-Clay, Elwood, 
Frankfort, Frankton, Ham-
ilton Heights, Kokomo, Lo-
gansport, Madison-Grant, 
Marion, Mississinewa, No-
blesville, Peru, Sheridan, 
Southwood, Tri-Central, 
Western, and Zionsville. 
Additional districts will join 
later in 2025.

For more information 
go to kokomo.iu.edu/edu-
cation/pathways-for-para-
professionals.

PUBLIC NOTICe
In accordance with Indiana Code 327 IAC 15-5-5 from the NPDES General 

Permit Rule Program, this is to notify the public that the following construction 
activity is to commence:

The project site is located at 355 Park 32 W Drive in Noblesville, IN 46062. The 
project, IDES Building Addition, involves the construction of a new warehouse 
building, office addition and stormwater infrastructure. A storm sewer network 
will collect the stormwater runoff, and water quality requirements will be met 
via a dry pond and proposed mechanical treatment unit. The treated water will 
then outlet to a Hamilton County legal drain following existing drainage patterns. 
The runoff will ultimately discharge to Mill Creek. Construction is anticipated to 
commence in March of 2025.

Project Owner Information: 
International Disaster Emergency Services (IDES)
355 Park 32 W Dr., Noblesville, IN 46062
317-773-4111
For persons wishing to comment or ask questions, drawings and specifications 

are on file and may be examined at the following location:
CrossRoad Engineers, PC
115 N. 17th Avenue
Beech Grove, IN 46107
(317) 780-1555

R5794 2/27/25, 3/3/25

— noblesVille —

— adams TownsHip —
adams Township, Hamilton County, Indiana 

Cash & Investments Combined statement - 2024
 Local Fund Local Fund Beg Cash & Inv Bal  end Cash & Inv Bal
 Number Name Jan 1, 2024 receipts disbursements dec 31, 2024
Governmental 0061 RAINY DAY $301,964.24 $0.00 $301,964.24 $0.00
Activities 0101 TOWNSHIP $1,101,072.23 $608,559.07 $1,709,631.30 $0.00
 0840 POOR RELIEF $223,806.00 $107,228.58 $331,034.58 $0.00
 1111 FIRE FIGHTING FUND $312,885.35 $283,588.43 $596,473.78 $0.00
 1190 CUMULATIVE FIRE FUND $185,015.95 $32,457.47 $217,473.42 $0.00
 9999 PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS $2,714.05 $32,006.28 $33,392.30 $1,328.03
  Total all Funds $2,127,457.82 $1,063,839.83 $3,189,969.62 $1,328.03

Detailed receipts and disbursements are available for inspection in the Hamilton County Auditor’s office. IC 36-6-4-13.
R5795 2/27/25, 3/3/25

PUBLIC NOTICe
Please be advised that the Westfield-Washington Township Plat Committee 

will meet at 11:00 a.m., Monday, March 10, 2025, at the Westfield City Services 
Center, 2728 E 171st St, Westfield, Indiana, or in a virtual format viewable at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/CityofWestfieldIN, for the purposes of holding a 
public hearing on the following petitions:

• 2502-SPP-02 & 2502-ODP-01; Woodwind East; 16420 Ditch Road, Old Town 
Companies, LLC by Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. request Primary Plat and 
Overall Development Plan review for 183 single-family residential lots on 136.2 
acres +/- in the Woodwind East Planned Unit Development (PUD) District. 

• 2501-SPP-01; Springmill Trails Marketplace SPP; 17704 Casey Road; GM 
Land and Cattle Company, represented by Kimley-Horn and Associates, requests 
Primary Plat and Secondary Plat review of a 5 lot commercial subdivision on 
19.23 acres +/- in the Springmill Trails PUD District.

Specific details regarding the requests may be obtained from the Westfield 
Community Development Department, 2728 E 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana or 
by calling (317) 804-3170.

Written suggestions or objections relative to the requests may be filed with 
the Secretary of the Committee at the Westfield Community Development 
Department, 2728 E 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana at or before the hearing. 
Oral comments concerning the proposals will be heard at the aforementioned 
public hearing. In the case of a virtual meeting, written comments concerning the 
proposals can be provided before and during the aforementioned public hearing 
by emailing planners@westfield.in.gov. Such hearing may be continued from time 
to time as may be found necessary.

Westfield-Washington Township Plat Committee
Westfield Community Development Department
2728 East 171st Street, Westfield, Indiana 46074
www.westfield.in.gov

R5798 2/27/25, 3/3/25

— wesTfield —

NOTICe OF INTeNT TO IssUe reQUesT FOr PrOPOsaLs
CITy OF WesTFIeLd, INdIaNa

residential solid Waste, yard Waste, recycling Collection and disposal
Pursuant to Ind. Code § 36-9-30-5.3, notice is hereby given that the City of 

Westfield, Indiana, by and through its Board of Public Works and Safety (the 
“City”), intends to issue a Request for Proposals (“RFP”) for Residential Solid 
Waste, Yard Waste, Recycling Collection and Disposal within the City (the 
“Services”). In general, the proposed Services consist of weekly pick-up of 
bagged, containerized and/or bundled household Solid Waste, Yard Waste and 
bi-weekly (or alternatively weekly) curbside commingled Recycling from all 
eligible Residential Units within the geographic limits of the City and disposal. 
The Services may also include Solid Waste and Recycling collection and disposal 
for designated City Facilities.

Beginning on February 27, 2025, the proposed RFP may be viewed by the 
general public during business days, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at the following 
location:

Westfield City Services Building
2728 East 171st Street
Westfield, IN 46074
The RFP may also be viewed online at https://Westfield.in.gov/RFP. Questions 

regarding the RFP should be submitted in writing via email to  
jrogers@westfield.in.gov

The City will further receive written comments on the proposed RFP until April 
4, 2025 @ 10:00 a.m., local time, to the City of Westfield, Attn: Residential Solid 
Waste RFP Comments, Westfield City Services, 2728 East 171st Street, Westfield, 
IN 46074, or emailed to jrogers@westfield.in.gov. Comments may address the 
scope or contents of the proposed RFP. Following the completion of the comment 
period, the City may select proposers and adopt and issue the RFP as originally 
proposed or as may be modified.
R5799 2/27/25, 3/3/25
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10 News & Obituaries

The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to submit
obituaries at readThereporter.com/obitform.
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News@ReadTheReporter.com

Web address
ReadTheReporter.com
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LISTED & PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!

109 Lake Terrace 
Court
Noblesville 

ON THE WATER!

Immaculate lake house on Morse 
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living 
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with 

2 pantries. All appliances included. 
Listed at $659,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on 
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen 

with granite counters, farm sink, 
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC. 

Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

3 BR, 4 BA, brick exterior home  
with 4,208 Sq Ft. of living space. 
Move-in ready with wonderful 

screened-in porch.
Listed at $530,000

411 OXFORD
DRIVE
Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Charming home situated in Country 
Lake Estates with no HOA!  Over  
3,000 square feet  including 4 BR,  
2.5 BA and a finished basement. 

Listed at $424,900

Today’s BiBle Reading
The ark

Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood—two 
and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, 
and a cubit and a half high. He overlaid it with 
pure gold, both inside and out, and made a gold 
molding around it. He cast four gold rings for it 
and fastened them to its four feet, with two rings 
on one side and two rings on the other. Then he 
made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them 
with gold. And he inserted the poles into the rings 
on the sides of the ark to carry it.

Exodus 37:1-5 (NIV)

Kathryn Lee Miller
August 7, 1953 – February 22, 2025

Kathryn Lee Miller, known affectionately to friends 
and family as Kathi, passed away at 
her residence in Atlanta on February 
22, 2025.

Born on August 7, 1953, in No-
blesville to Geraldine and the late 
Allen Keith Miller, Kathi served with 
distinction as a Chief Petty Officer in 
the United States Navy. Upon retire-
ment, Kathi enjoyed running half and 
full marathons, hiking, camping, and 
traveling.

Though never married, Kathi 
shared a deep bond with her partner, 
the late Sally Hopkins. Kathi is sur-

vived by her mother, Geraldine Miller, her sister, Rob-
in (Charlie) Shires, and her brother, Scott Miller; seven 
nieces and nephews; eight great-nieces and great-neph-
ews; and her fur baby, Grable. Kathi’s generous spirit 
and courageous heart will be deeply missed by all who 
knew her.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to PanCan, the Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, or the 
Hamilton County Humane Society.

Kathi’s wishes were to be cremated and there will be no 
service. Friends wishing to convey sympathies may contact 
the family.

The family has entrusted Hartley Funeral Homes with 
her care.

We invite all who knew Kathi to share their memories 
and upload photos on her memorial page. Your stories and 
pictures will serve as a testament to Kathi’s well-lived life.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Norma Lee Firestone
February 24, 1958 – February 19, 2025

Norma Lee Firestone, 66, passed away February 19, 
2025. Norma was born on February 24, 1958, in Tipton and 
was a beacon of resilience and charisma.

Known for her love of life, and her spirited heart, her 
journey was a testament to the strength of the human spirit. 
She was a loving wife, sister, and grandmother; a charis-
matic friend, and a spirited adventurer. Her zest for life was 
infectious, and she brought a unique spark to the world that 
will be deeply missed.

Norma was a truck driver by profession, a role that 
perfectly suited her adventurous nature. She was resilient, 
facing the challenges of the road with a smile, and her char-
ismatic charm made her a beloved figure in the logistics 
industry. However, her true passion lay at home, where she 
cherished her time with her beloved husband, Steve Fires-
tone, whom she married on December 27, 2008. She was 
also a devoted sister to Sandy (Howard) Lashure and Terry 
(Kathy) Simmons. Her love for her family was evident in 
her devotion to her grandchildren, who were the apple of 
her eye. In her free time, Norma was an avid collector of 
carnival glassware, an enthusiastic cook, and loved horse-
back and motorcycle riding.

Despite her love for adventure in her profession, Nor-
ma was equally content to enjoy the simple pleasures of 
home. When she wasn’t on the road, Norma enjoyed being 
at home in Cloverdale, Ind. Her home was a sanctuary, a 
place filled with love and laughter.

Norma was preceded in death by her parents, Bobby 
(Bob) and Johanna Simmons; her children, Patrick, Sarah, 
and Chad Null; and her siblings, Dennis Simmons, Rita 
Freeman, and Barbra Smith Whitzel. Her memory will be 
cherished by all who knew and loved her.

A private service will be held under the care of Hart-
ley Funeral Homes. In celebration of Norma Firestone’s 
remarkable life, we encourage you to leave memories and 
upload photos of her to the memorial page.  

Let us remember and honor Norma for the loving, resil-
ient, charismatic, and spirited woman she was, and let her 
legacy live on in our hearts.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

The REPORTER
Join Emagine Enter-

tainment in March for a 
variety of specialty screen-
ings. Each month guests can 
watch some of the newest 
film releases with an en-
hanced experience.

Emagine Noblesville 
is located at 13825 Norell 
Road in Hamilton Town 
Center.

Open Caption 
film screenings

Emagine will hold 
Open Caption showings 
of some of the newest film 
releases on Sunday and 
Wednesday afternoons all 
month long. Guests who 
are deaf or hard of hearing 
will be able to enjoy the 
movie-going experience 
with audio subtitles dis-
played on the big screen 
for all to see.  

All open caption mov-
ies are shown in 2D. Note: 
there are no modifications 
made to the film.

• Last Breath – Sunday, 
March 2 and Wednesday, 
March 5

• Mickey 17 – Sunday, 
March 9 and Wednesday, 
March 12

• Looney Tunes – Sun-
day, March 16 and Wednes-
day, March 19

• Snow White – Sun-
day, March 23, Wednesday, 
March 26, and Sunday, 
March 30

Sensory Friendly 
film screenings 

Emagine will hold a 
unique, sensory friendly 
screening twice a month, 
with specific modifications 
made to ensure an enjoyable 
experience for individu-
als with sensory needs and 
their supporters. Their sen-
sory friendly programing 
makes going to the movies a 
more enjoyable experience 
for families, children, and 
teens with sensory needs.

All sensory friendly films 
will be shown in 2D. Note: 
there are no modifications 
made to the film. 

What does Sensory 
Friendly mean?  

First, it means sensory 
friendly experience (lights 
up a bit, sound down a bit). 
Second, if your child needs 
to get up, move, dance, 
sing … no problem. Third, 
guests are welcome to bring 
a safe snack for any food 
allergies or food avoidance/
restrictions. 

• Unbreakable Boy – 
Saturday, March 1

• Looney Tunes – Satur-
day, March 15

* * * 
Tickets are available 

at the box office, online at 
emagine-entertainment.
com or through the Emagine 
App. On-sale dates vary. All 
films, locations, dates, and 
times are subject to change.

Join emagine
entertainment

for specialty
screenings in March

find more news at ReadTheReporter.com
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The REPORTER
The Carmel boys swim 

team has won the past 10 
state championships, and 
the Greyhounds are ready 
to extend that streak into a 
second decade.

Carmel is the over-
whelming favorite to tri-
umph in the team standings 
at the IHSAA state meet, 
which begins Friday eve-
ning at the IU Natatorium 
with the preliminaries. The 
top 16 swims in each event 
advance to the Saturday 
afternoon finals, with posi-
tions 9-16 in the “B” Final, 
or consolation heat, and the 
top eight positions swim-
ming in the “A” Final, or 
championship heat.

The ‘Hounds are top 
seeded in seven events. 
Sophomore William Allen 
holds the first seed in two 
events, starting with the 
200 freestyle. Allen won 
that event at the Carmel 
sectional with a time of 1 
minute, 37.19 seconds. The 
second seed is his Grey-
hounds teammate, senior 
and Columbia commit 
Ethan Zhang, with a time of 
1:38.23.

Allen is also the No. 1 

seed in the 500 free, clock-
ing in at 4:23.31 at the sec-
tional. Carmel holds the 
1-2-4 seeds in that event, 
with senior Anderson Kopp, 
a Duke commit, qualifying 
second in 4:24.02. Zhang is 
the fourth seed at 4:28.69.

Greyhounds sophomore 
Yi Zheng is the first seed in 
the individual medley; his 
sectional time was 1:47.64. 
Senior Andrew Shackell, 
a Texas commit, holds the 
top seed in the butterfly 
event with a time of 47.11 
seconds. He finished third 
in the butterfly last year at 
state. 

Carmel also has the first 
seed in all three relays: the 
Greyhounds’ medley relay 
time is 1:29.70, the 200 free 
relay clocked in at 1:23.28 
and the 400 free relay qual-
ified with a time of 3:04.43.

Diving in
Fishers could make a run 

at the podium this weekend 
at the state meet. Not only 
do the Tigers have 15 swims 
competing in the prelims, 
but they also have three div-
ers, all of whom are capable 
of scoring a large number 
of points. That could help 
Fishers as it tries for its first 

runner-up finish since 2021.
Senior Jacob Schade 

brings the third-most points 
to state, as he scored 507.75 
at Tuesday’s diving regional 
at the Tigers’ pool. Mason 
Lawson is seeded fifth with 
a regional score of 496.05 
points, while Kirby Dangla-
de is seeded ninth after to-
taling 431.55 points. Schade 
has qualified for state twice 
before, making the med-
als stand both times (third 
two years ago and fifth last 
year).

Back in the pool, Fish-
ers senior Jonathan Hines 
is seeded third in both the 
200 free (1:39.11) and the 
500 free (4:25.36). Hines 
was the state runner-up in 
the 500 free last season and 
placed fourth in the 200 
free. 

Sophomore Alex Koo 
is rated ninth in the 50 free; 
his time of 21.27 seconds 
is just 0.01 off the eighth-
seed time. The Tigers have 
all three relays seeded in the 
top eight as well: Fishers’ 
medley and 400 free relays 
are rated sixth and the 200 
free relay is seeded seventh.

Hamilton Southeastern 
will have 10 swims compet-
ing at state this year. Lead-
ing the way is senior Jihoon 
Jung, who is committed to 
Dartmouth College.

Jung is seeded third 
in the individual medley 
(1:49.31) and fourth in 
the butterfly (49.28). He 
medaled in both events last 
year at state, placing fifth in 
both events. Senior Collin 
Huston is seeded fourth in 
the breaststroke (56.13); he 
made the podium last year 
at state by also finishing 
fifth. The Royals also hold 
fifth seeds in the medley and 
400 free relay.

Westfield qualified five 
swims for state this year. 
The Shamrocks advanced 
their medley and 400 free 
relays, while sophomore 
Garreth Thomas qualified in 
the IM and butterfly events. 
Another sophomore, Griffin 
Barents Froman, qualified 
in the breaststroke event.

Noblesville has four 
swims at state, in addition 
to a top returning diver. Se-
nior Aiden Kless is a two-
time state medalist, having 
placed fifth two years ago 
and seventh last year. Kless 
is seeded sixth this season 
after compiling a regional 
score of 490.45 points Tues-
day at Fishers.

As for the swimming, 
the Millers qualified all 
three relays, while sopho-
more Liam Hayward qual-
ified individually in the 
backstroke.
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Located at 206th and Creek Road, this 40-acres are ready for your vision. 
Build your own home or farm. Or develop the land for several homes, 

(variance would be required to build more than one home). The property 
sits in both Noblesville and Wayne Twp.
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DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY
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•  What’s the market value of  
my home?
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•  Who should I call for home 
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•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home? Lot 3

40 Acres 
New Price! $1,400,000
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Carmel on track to
extend state streak

Swimming

Hounds have seven top seeds; Fishers divers could make an impact

Reporter photo by Julie Brown
(LEFT) Carmel sophomore William Allen is seeded first in two events for Friday’s IHSAA state 
preliminaries at the IU Natatorium. Allen is the top seed in the 200 and 500 freestyles. (RIGHT) Carmel 
senior Andrew Shackell is the top seed in the butterfly event.

All-HCC girls basketball 
team announced

The REPORTER
The Hoosier Cross-

roads Conference an-
nounced its All Conference 
Girls Basketball team on 
Wednesday.

Here is a list of players 
from Hamilton County that 
received either First Team 
or Second Team honors.

First team
Fishers: Nevaeh Dick-

man, Riley Schellhammer. 
Hamilton southeastern: 
Kennedy Holman, Maya 
Makalusky, Kayla Stidham. 
Noblesville: Meredith Tip-
pner, C.C. Quigley.

Second team
Fishers: Allison Scheu. 

Noblesville: Kate Rollins. 
Westfield: Aubrey Crock-
ett, Samantha Price, Lind-
sey Van Dyke. 

Miller gymnasts place 
fourth at southmont

The REPORTER
The Noblesville gym-

nastics team placed fourth 
at last Saturday’s South-
mont Mountie Invitational.

The Millers scored 
97.25 points. Hailey Nob-
be had Noblesville’s top 
place and score, taking 
second on the balance 
beam with 9.10 points.

Valorey Bittles finished 
third in the all-around with 
a total of 34.325 points. 
Bittles finished in the top 

four on three events, plac-
ing third on the uneven 
bars (8.30) and the floor 
exercise (8.90). She also 
was fourth on the beam 
(8.30).

Complete Noblesville 
scores now follow. The 
Millers travel to the Gym-
nastics Company Friday 
evening to compete in the 
Franklin Central sectional. 
Fishers will also compete 
there. Competition begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

Noblevsille Results
All-around: Valorey Bittles 34.325, McKenna Watson 29.575, 
Ethan Rivers 25.725.
Vault: Watson 8.55, Bittles 8.425, Lydia Blackwell 8.15, Rivers 
7.65, Alexis Mitcham 7.05.
Uneven bars: Bittles 8.30, Hailey Nobbe 7.725, Baeli Ostler 6.925, 
Watson 6.40, Rivers 4.95.
Balance beam: Nobbe 9.10, Bittles 8.70, Watson 7.65, Lilly Martin 
6.375, Rivers 5.625.
Floor exercise: Bittles 8.90, Rivers 7.50, Blackwell 7.325, Watson 
6.975, Mitcham 6.525.

Gymnastics

Girls Basketball

Hamilton County state qualifiers
200 medley relay: 1. Carmel 1:29.70, 5. Hamilton South-

eastern 1:32.47, 6. Fishers 1:32.56, 15. Noblesville 1:36.15, 
21. Westfield 1:37.59.

200 freestyle: 1. William Allen (C) 1:37.19, 2. Ethan 
Zhang (C) 1:38.23, 3. Jonathan Hines (F) 1:39.11, 8. Lewis 
Zhang (C) 1:40.12, 23. Anthony Adams Jr. (F) 1:43.90.

200 individual medley: 1. Yi Zheng (C) 1:47.64, 3. Ji-
hoon Jung (HSE) 1:49.31, 4. Cory Han (C) 1:49.32, 12. 
Michael Gorey (C) 1:53.23, 14. Luis Sanchez (F) 1:53.57, 
15. Garreth Thomas (W) 1:53.87, 19. Collin Huston (HSE) 
1:55.21.

50 freestyle: 9. Alex Koo (F) 21.27, 10. William Pugh (C) 
21.33.

One-meter diving: 3. Jacob Schade (F) 507.75, 5. Ma-
son Lawson (F) 496.05, 6. Aiden Kless (N) 490.45, 9. Kirby 
Danglade (F) 431.55, 23. Henry Summers (C) 348.30.

100 butterfly: 1. Andrew Shackell (C) 47.11, 4. Jung 
(HSE) 49.28, 9. Hudson Lee (F) 50.52, 12. Pugh (C) 50.61, 
21. Thomas (W) 50.96.

100 freestyle: 6. Carter Hadley (C) 45.75, 9. E. Zhang 
(C) 45.84, 10. Koo (F) 46.19, 12. William Lathrop (C) 46.36, 
20. Camden Bailey (HSE) 47.26, 28. Derek Robison (HSE) 
47.56.

500 freestyle: 1. Allen (C) 4:23.31, 2. Anderson Kopp (C) 
4:24.02, 3. Hines (F) 4:25.36, 4. L. Zhang (C) 4:28.69, 9. Ca-
den Askren (F) 4:37.79, 13. Adams (F) 4:40.07.

200 freestyle relay: 1. Carmel 1:23.28, 7. Fishers 
1:26.42, 11. Hamilton Southeastern 1:26.98, 18. Noblesville 
1:28.05.

100 backstroke: 2. Kopp (C) 48.96, 3. Han (C) 49.13, 
8. Hadley (C) 50.45, 10. Sanchez (F) 50.93, 19. Thomas Jo-
hanneman (F) 52.16, 21. Jacob Frey (HSE) 52.23, 23. Liam 
Hayward (N) 52.32.

100 breaststroke: 3. Zheng (C) 55.98, 4. Huston (HSE) 
56.13, 15. Qwinton Upshaw (F) 58.29, 17. Griffin Barents 
Froman (W) 58.46, 18. Luke Feller (C) 58.74, 21. Gorey (C) 
58.88.

400 freestyle relay: 1. Carmel 3:04.43, 5. Hamilton 
Southeastern 3:08.80, 6. Fishers 3:09.07, 12. Noblesville 
3:12.57, 20. Westfield 3:15.65.

Hamilton county 
Reporter
 More News More Sports

. . . and more readers!
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spoRTs scHedUle
Thursday, Feb. 27

BOYs BasKetBaLL
Phalen Academy at University, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 28
BOYs BasKetBaLL

Sheridan at Waldron, 7:30 p.m.
BOYs swiMMiNG

IHSAA state prelims, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium
GYMNastiCs seCtiONaLs

Fishers, Noblesville at Franklin Central, 6:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Statewide IMS Fan 
Fests return to spread 
Month of May magic

Submitted by IMS
Indianapolis Motor 

Speedway is hitting the 
road again in 2025 to bring 
the excitement of the Indi-
anapolis 500 presented by 
Gainbridge to fans with free 
IMS Fan Fests throughout 
the state, including loca-
tions in Evansville, Fort 
Wayne, Bloomington and 
Indianapolis.

While each IMS Fan 
Fest will offer a unique ex-
perience, fans can expect 
attractions like an NTT 
INDYCAR SERIES race 
car on display, driver and 
special guest appearances, 
and a variety of other acti-
vations and giveaways. IMS 
is working with partners 
Molson Coors, Red Bull, 
Bottleworks, Electric Works 
and others to bring these ex-
citing events to fans.

“IMS Fan Fests were 
added to the countdown 
calendar in 2024, and the 
response from fans was 
truly phenomenal,” IMS 
and NTT INDYCAR SE-
RIES President J. Douglas 
Boles said. “Fans of the In-
dianapolis 500 are some of 
the most passionate in the 
world, and the Fan Fests 
give us an opportunity to 
celebrate the excitement of 
May before we all come 
together for Race Day, and 
I can’t wait to get to these 
events and share the excite-
ment of the countdown to 
May with our fans.”
IMS Fan Fest details

Evansville
Franklin Street Tavern & 
Bud’s Rocking Country 

Bar and Grill
2126 W. Franklin St. & 

2124 W. Franklin St.
5 to 8 p.m. CT,

Saturday, March 29
Franklin Street Taven is 

Evansville’s locally owned, 
neighborhood friendly bar 
offering pub grub from 
pizza to sandwiches, great 
drink specials, fun times 
and open-arms attitudes. 
Bud’s Country Bar and 
Grill is Evansville’s only 
country-themed restaurant 
and bar.

Fort Wayne
Electric Works

1690 Broadway Building
5 to 8 p.m., April 8

Electric Works is a 
mixed-use district of inno-
vation, energy and culture. A 
redevelopment and adaptive 
reuse of the former Gener-
al Electric campus, the first 
phase of Electric Works in-
cludes more than 700,000 
square feet of space and 
offers office, innovation, 
education, healthcare, retail, 
entertainment and commu-
nity uses, creating the per-
fect Fan Fest location for 
the whole family to gather 
and celebrate Indiana’s rich 
history of automobile inno-
vation and racing.

Bloomington
Nick’s English Hut & 

The Upstairs Pub
423 E. Kirkwood Ave. & 

430 E. Kirkwood Ave.
5 to 8 p.m., April 15
Fans 21 and over are 

encouraged to celebrate the 
unique relationship of the 
Indianapolis 500 present-
ed by Gainbridge and the 
iconic Little 500 at Indiana 
University in Bloomington 
at two iconic locations on 
Kirkwood Avenue.

Indianapolis
Bottleworks District

850 Massachusetts Ave.
5 to 8 p.m., 

Thursday, May 1
At the heart of the Mass 

Ave Cultural Arts District, 
Bottleworks District is the 
perfect gathering place for 
fans of all ages in Central In-
diana to come out and cele-
brate the countdown to May 
while enjoying award-win-
ning food and drinks.

All IMS Fan Fests are free 
and open to the public. Age 
restrictions may apply based 
on the location of the event.

More information about 
events like Fan Fests and 
other community programs 
can be found at ims.com/
community-calendar. Fol-
low IMS on social media 
to learn more about the spe-
cific activities available at 
each IMS Fan Fest as those 
dates approach.

Graphic provided by IMS

Brewer commits to
U of Indy football team

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Aiden Brewer has committed to the University of Indianapolis football team. 
(Front row, from left) Kim Brewer (mother), Aiden Brewer, and Aaron Brewer Sr. (father). 
(Back row, from left) Ted Munson (Noblesville Football Assistant Coach), Aaron Brewer Jr. 
(brother), Colin Jasper (Noblesville Football Assistant Coach), Mike Campbell (Noblesville 
Football Assistant Coach), and Tim Blevins (Noblesville Football Assistant Coach).

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Blake Horn has committed to the Wabash College men’s soccer team. (Front 
row, from left) Catherine Kincaid (Mother), Blake Horn, and Ronald Kincaid (stepfather). 
(Back row, from left) Jake Hart (Noblesville Boys Soccer Assistant Coach) and Thomas 
Doering (Noblesville Boys Soccer Head Coach).

Horn to join soccer 
team at Wabash College
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