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TOday’s WeaTHer
Today: Mostly to partly sunny.

Winds gusting to 45 mph!
Tonight: Partly cloudy evening.

Mostly cloudy overnight.

Inside jokes

AMY SHANKLAND
Perfectly Imperfect

COLUMNISTWhen you’ve been 
married for as long as 
I have (26-plus years), 
there are bound to 
be a few inside jokes 
between you, your 
spouse, and your kids 
if you have them. 
Well, in our case, doz-
ens of them.

Last Sunday I was 
sitting next to my hus-
band John and I gave his arm a squeeze. 
He reached over, squeezed my arm twice, 
rubbed it up and then down, and then gave 
my arm a pat. I burst into laughter.

When we were dating almost 28 years 
ago, I reached over in the car one time and 
did that same thing to John’s arm – squeeze, 
squeeze; rub, rub; pat. Why I did this, I have 
no clue. For some reason he thought that 
pattern was funny, and he teased me about 
it. We’ve done that to each other ever since 
as a secret “code” between us.

If we ever sat down and listed them, I 
swear we could have close to 100 inside 
jokes within not just our marriage, but our 
entire family. 

One of our favorites, which is appropri-
ate for this time of year, is when I was in our 
minivan with John and our sons about 10 
years ago. John was driving, and as he was 
turning to go down an alley, I saw a gigantic 
pothole ahead.

We were so close to hitting it, I couldn’t 
even get a complete sentence out. All I 
could do was cry out, “Big, Deep! Big, 
Deep!” My crazy shouting did help us 
avoid the pothole, but afterwards, John 
just looked at me and said, “Big deep, big 
deep?” Jonathon and Jacob gave me their 
own questioning glances.

So of course, all these years later, when 
we see a crater, pothole, or just some giant 
gap somewhere … John has to cry out, “Big 
Deep, Big Deep!”

My own family growing up had some 
fun jokes. I remember during a road trip 
with Mom and Dad one time that Dad 
commented on the song by Eddie Rabbit, 
“I Love a Rainy Night.” While he enjoyed 
the song, he thought it was quite funny how 
often the artist said the title. There’s a bit of 
… repetition.

We decided to count how many times 
he sang it when we heard the song next, 
which didn’t take long because it was quite 
popular at the time (1981) and was a favor-
ite for disc jockeys on the radio. I think we 
stopped counting when we reached 29! It 
gave us a lot of laughs whenever we heard 
the song after that.

John and I have said that if one of us 
were ever in a coma and couldn’t speak, 
we’d be able to let the other spouse know 
we were okay and listening with just one 
“squeeze, squeeze; rub, rub; pat” arm 
maneuver.

What are some of your family’s inside 
jokes?

abraham Lincoln visits sheridan
Historical Society sponsors special elementary school event
Submitted by Sheridan 
Community Schools

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, the 
students of Sheridan Elementa-
ry School (SES) were in for a 
unique and educational experi-
ence, as Abraham Lincoln him-
self visited the school.

Sponsored by the Sheridan 
Historical Society, this event 
brought the 16th president of 
the United States to life, provid-
ing fourth graders with a first-
hand opportunity to learn about 
one of the nation's most influen-
tial figures. 

Dressed in period-accurate 
clothing, the actor portraying 
Abraham Lincoln, Danny Rus-
sell, shared fascinating stories 
about his life from birth until his 
death, including the Civil War, 
and his presidency, engaging 
the students with his powerful 
speeches and profound wis-
dom. The event was designed to 
bring history to life and deepen 
students' understanding of Lin-
coln's leadership and legacy. 
In fourth grade, students learn 
about the Civil War and how it 
impacted Indiana, so this expe-
rience helps to tie in what the 

students are learning in class.
The Sheridan Historical So-

ciety, known for its dedication 
to preserving and sharing local 
history, organized the event as 
part of its mission to educate 
young minds. By sponsoring 
this experience, the Historical 
Society hoped to inspire the 

students to explore history be-
yond the classroom and appre-
ciate the significant events that 
shaped the country.

The fourth graders were 
able to ask questions, interact 
with “Lincoln,” and gain in-
sights into his presidency and 
life. For many, it was a memo-

rable experience that sparked an 
interest in history and a deeper 
respect for the past.

Thanks to the Historical 
Society’s commitment to edu-
cational outreach, SES fourth 
graders will surely carry the les-
sons of this extraordinary day 
with them for years to come.

Photo provided
Abraham Lincoln speaks to Sheridan Elementary School fourth graders on Feb. 25.

Fishers breaks ground on White river Park
New park at 96th & Allisonville will offer new kayak 

launch & trail connectivity along city’s southwest side
The REPORTER

Fishers city officials broke 
ground Thursday on Fishers 
White River Park, the latest ad-
dition to the city's parks system. 
The 120-acre park is located 
west of the 96th Street and Al-
lisonville Road intersection and 
adjacent to the White River, one 
of the region’s greatest natural 
assets.

Fishers White River Park 
will feature 5,000 feet of river-
front, including a kayak launch 
and creek-stomping area, and 
provide expanded trail con-
nectivity. Along with 2.5 miles 
of trails within the new park, a 
trail connection will also be es-
tablished with the nearby Fish-

ers Heritage Park at 
White River. A pedes-
trian bridge is current-
ly under construction 
between Fishers Her-
itage Park and Car-
mel’s Hazel Landing 
Park, and once com-
pleted this summer, 
it will provide trail 
connectivity between 
Fishers and 
Zionsville.   

“F i shers 
White River 
Park is part of 
the city's ini-
tiative to revi-
talize the Allisonville Road and 
96th Street corridors and ensure 

that the area remains 
a dynamic destination 
for recreation and 
business for years to 
come,” Mayor Scott 
Fadness said. “The 
area is transforming 
from an outdated and 
stagnant corridor to 
a vibrant gateway on 
the city's west side. 

With road-
way and 
greenspace 
i m p r o v e -
ments, re-
freshed hous-
ing options 

like Balmoral Village, enhanced 
trail connectivity with the Nick-

el Plate Trail bridge over 96th 
Street, and updated amenities 
like the new Kroger store at 
116th Street and Allisonville 
Road, this area is primed for 
Fishers' next chapter.”

The White River Park is 
made possible with funding 
from the Regional Economic 
Acceleration and Development 
Initiative (READI) program. 
Through the program, led by 
the Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, the White 
River region was awarded $20 
million in READI 1.0 funding 
and allocated $4.7 million to the 
project in 2022.

The park is anticipated to 
open this fall.

Fadness

Notice of Assessment 
forms now available 

electronically
Deadline to submit digital 

request is March 25
The REPORTER 

Hamilton County property owners 
now have the option to receive their 
Notice of Assessment of Land and Im-
provements (Form 11) electronically 
rather than by mail. The Assessor’s Of-
fice has traditionally mailed the forms 
in April, but residents can now opt to 
have them emailed instead.

Form 11 details the assessed val-
ue of a property, which serves as the 
starting point for calculating annual 
property tax bills. Assessed values may 
change due to new construction, addi-
tions, remodeling, or changes in land 
use as well as for reassessments and 
annual market value trending.

Property owners interested in re-
ceiving their Form 11 via email must 
submit the request by the end of the 
day on Tuesday, March 25. Both elec-
tronic and mailed notices will be sent 
on April 30.

Property owners can complete the 
online form on the Hamilton County 
assessor's website or at hamilton-
county.in.gov/2073/F-11-email-Noti-
fication-Request.

The remarkable power of public schools
By DR. DEREK ARROWOOD
Superintendent, Hamilton 
Heights School Corporation

As the superintendent of 
Hamilton Heights School Cor-
poration, I am honored to serve 
a community that embraces the 
transformative power of public 
education. Our public schools 
are truly remarkable institu-
tions, and I am continually in-
spired by the dedication and 
passion of our educators, stu-
dents, and families.

My experience in a public 
school helped me to become the 
best version of myself by giving 
me opportunities, experiences, 
role models, and mentors. It 
also helped pave the way for a 
career in education. I became 
a classroom teacher and con-
tinued my education earning 
advanced degrees and certifica-
tions to become an administra-
tor. Ultimately, I came full cir-
cle to serve as Superintendent 
of Hamilton Heights School 
Corporation in 2014, the district 
and community that made such 
an impact on my life during 
those formative years.

Strong public schools are 
the foundation of success for 
young people across Indiana 
and across the country. In fact, 
public schools are a destination 
of choice for 90 percent of Hoo-
sier students and are what make 
our communities stronger. Pub-
lic schools are places where 
dreams are nurtured, potential 

is realized, and futures are built. 
We want to recognize and 

celebrate the many reasons why 
children in our public schools 
are thriving and why invest-
ing in Indiana’s public schools 
pays a lifetime of dividends for 
its students and the communi-
ties in which they live, work, 
and play. Here are just a few of 
the reasons:

• Public schools are the epit-

ome of inclusivity. They wel-
come students from all walks 
of life, providing equal oppor-
tunities for every child to learn, 
grow, and thrive. 

• The heart and soul of our 
public schools are the dedicated 
educators who work tirelessly to 
nurture and guide our students. 
Their unwavering commitment 
to excellence and their genuine 
care for each child's success are 

what make our schools excep-
tional. Our teachers not only 
impart knowledge but also in-
spire a lifelong love of learning, 
fostering curiosity and creativi-
ty in every student.

• Public schools offer a com-
prehensive education that pre-
pares students for a wide range 
of future paths – from rigorous 

Photo by Jen Kauffman
Hamilton Heights School Corporation Superintendent Dr. Derek Arrowood has a front-
row seat to the profound impact public schools have on its students and community. 
Public schools provide limitless opportunities and transform lives within the community.
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317-815-9387   •  WWW.CARMELPLAYERS.ORG

Directed by Samantha Kelly

TICKETS:  $18 (Fri, Sat, Sun) 
Thursdays $13

VENUE:  The Cat in Carmel,  
254 Veterans Way Carmel 46032

Thursdays, Fridays,  
Saturdays - 7:30 pm 

Sundays - 2:30 pm 

YOU HAVE 
BEWITCHED 
ME...

BODY 
AND 
SOUL

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 9, 2025 

by Kate Hamill, 
based on the novel 

by Jane Austen

APR 4-13, 2025 JUN 13-22, 2025 AUG 8-17, 2025

I think inside jokes are 
some of the glue that holds 
families together. They’re 
part of the fun stories that 
make up activities, vaca-
tions, family dinners, par-
ties, or just hanging out at 
home together.

I hope you and your 
family enjoy your inside 

jokes and create many more 
in the years to come!

Amy Shankland is a 
writer and fundraising pro-
fessional living in Nobles-
ville with her husband John, 
two sons, two dogs, and a 
cat. You can reach her via 
email at amys@greenave-
nue.info.

Jokes
from Page 1

Sit back and enjoy the sights, sounds and experience of a ride in 
our 1950s Santa Fe equipment. 

The Nickel Plate Express operates on 12.5 miles of the former 
Nickel Plate Road between Noblesville and Atlanta. 

Excursions board in Noblesville at 825 Forest Park Drive.

ENJOY THE RICH HISTORY OF RAIL TRAVEL!
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All AboArd! NickelPlAteexPress.com

Trailer Park Tragedy
Dust off your best trailer park attire 

and get ready for an evening of 
laughs, suspense, and unforgettable 

fun! In this interactive murder 
mystery, guests are the actors. Enjoy 

the show plus a BBQ dinner.

March 29 and 30 

Easter Express
All aboard for a springtime Easter 

adventure. Enjoy an interactive story 
with the Easter Bunny and Farmer 

Brown, a sweet treat and our special 
Nickel Plate bunny punch.

April 12, 13 and 19

Spring Field Trip Days
Learn about railroad history, safety 
and more aboard the historic Nickel 

Plate Express. Take a 45-minute train 
ride, talk with the Conductor and 

Engineer and see history in action. 
Tickets are just $12 per person.

April 29 and May 13  

Railbike Season 
Bike the historic line north and 

south from Forest Park using unique 
“railbikes” that operate on the existing 
railroad tracks. The NPX Railbike is 
the first of its kind in Indiana and one 
of the few available in the Midwest!

Opens April 4! 

academic programs to di-
verse extracurricular activ-
ities, our schools provide a 
well-rounded education that 
helps students discover their 
passions and talents. 

• Public schools are the 
cornerstone of our commu-
nities. They bring together 
families, educators, and lo-
cal organizations to create a 
supportive network that en-
sures the well-being of ev-
ery child. Our schools serve 
as community hubs, hosting 
events, programs, and ser-
vices that enrich the lives of 
students and their families. 
This sense of community 
fosters a strong connection 
and a shared commitment to 
the success of our students.

• Public schools are 
continually evolving to 
meet the changing needs 
of our students and soci-
ety. Through innovative 
teaching methods, technol-
ogy integration, and for-
ward-thinking initiatives, 
our schools are at the fore-
front of educational excel-
lence. We are committed 
to providing our students 
with the skills and knowl-
edge they need to succeed 
in an ever-changing world.

• The impact of public 
education extends far be-
yond the classroom. Our 
public schools lay the foun-
dation for a brighter future 
by preparing students to 
be informed, engaged, and 
responsible citizens. The 
education they receive to-
day will empower them to 
shape a better tomorrow for 
themselves and their com-
munities. 

Every day I get to be 
inspired by our educators, 
staff, students, families, 
and community partners 

who work together because 
they share in the belief that 
strong public schools are the 
foundation of success for 
young people, the growth 
of our communities, and in-
strumental to our country’s 
future. Every day I see suc-
cesses, accomplishments, 
achievements, large and 
small, among both our stu-
dents and staff – from what I 
think is one of the best seats 
in the house. These accom-
plishments take place on 
and off our campus, many 
of which there is little pub-
lic fanfare but nonetheless 
incredibly important.

This week and every 
week let’s appreciate the 
incredible contributions of 
our public schools and the 
profound impact they have 
on our lives. Together, we 
will continue to support and 
champion public education, 
ensuring that every child 
has the opportunity to suc-
ceed and thrive.

#PsW25
#WeareHuskies

Power
from Page 1

TODAY: Westfield Fire invites 
you to “push-in” for new engine

Submitted
Tickets for Carmel 

Community Players’ (CCP) 
production of Pride and 
Prejudice, directed by Sa-
mantha Kelly, are selling 
quickly, but you can still 
get yours before it’s too 
late.

There is little hope for 
the four Bennet sisters be-
yond “ensnaring” a wealthy 
future husband, but Liz-
zy dreams of more than 
the schemes and games of 
courtship. A quirky and 
comedic take on the clas-
sic novel by Jane Austen, 
Pride and Prejudice re-
minds viewers that first im-

pressions can be deceiving.
Due to high demand, 

CCP scheduled an addi-
tional performance. Con-
sider attending the 2:30 
p.m. matinee on Saturday, 
March 8. Alternatively, 
take advantage of a $5 dis-
count on tickets for Thurs-
day, March 6. CCP doesn’t 
keep a wait list for sold-out 
performances, so don't de-
lay –a secure your spot be-
fore it's too late.

Click here to purchase 
tickets now. All perfor-
mances are at The Cat, 254 
Veterans Way, Carmel.

Show Dates
• Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m.

• March 1 at 7:30 p.m. – 
SOLD OUT

• March 2 at 2:30 p.m. – 
SOLD OUT

• March 6 at 7:30 p.m.
• March 7 at 7:30 p.m.
• March 8 at 2:30 p.m.
• March 8 at 7:30 p.m.
• March 9 at 2:30 p.m.

CCP’s Pride & Prejudice opens 
tonight, tickets selling quickly

The REPORTER
The Westfield Fire De-

partment invites the public 
to share in today’s cele-
bration of the new Ladder 
384, being ceremoniously 
placed in service, with a 
traditional “push-in” at 
noon at the Westfield Pub-
lic Safety Building, 17535 
Dartown Road.

Dating back to the days 
of the horse and buggy, 
firefighters will wash the 
new apparatus and “push” 
it into its new home. This 
tradition is a family and 
public experience, as this 
truck will safely carry and 
return firefighters home 
while serving the commu-

nity in its emergencies.
The new ladder truck, 

manufactured by Pierce, 
is a 100-foot mid-mount 
platform aerial device, that 
can be supplied water by 
an engine, to flow 2,000 
gallons of water per min-
ute. It will be staffed with 
a minimum of four fire-
fighters.

This truck will also 
provide Advanced Life 
Support, as at least one 
firefighter will also be a 
paramedic, along with the 
other firefighters who are 
Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians (EMT).

Currently responding 
from the old fire headquar-

ters on Dartown Road, 
the truck will be respond-
ing from a new firehouse 
anticipated for mid-year 
2026. That station will be 
located at 1315 E. 191st 
St., the fourth firehouse for 
Westfield.

Today’s ceremony will 
last about 20 minutes.

https://carmelplayers.org/
https://bit.ly/3Wybz4q
https://carmelsymphony.org/
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
mailto:amys%40greenavenue.info?subject=
https://nickelplateexpress.com/
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35834/production/1201471
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 This Tony Award winner for Best Musical 
includes: 

 
“Sherry”

“Big Girls Don’t Cry”
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off You”

“Workin’ My Way Back To You” 
“My Eyes Adored You”

beefandboards.com | 317.872.9664

Now on stage — Saturday matinees added!
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For more than 
34 million Amer-
icans, Medicare 
Advantage makes 
access to quali-
ty healthcare af-
fordable to older 
adults, retirees on 
fixed incomes, 
patients with dis-
abilities, low-in-
come individuals, minority 
patients, and a growing 
number of veterans. Safe-
guarding Medicare Advan-
tage will help make, and 
keep, America great. 

Medicare Advantage 
goes beyond tradition-
al Medicare by offering 
comprehensive, integrated 
coverage that includes vi-
tal supplemental benefits 
like vision, dental, hearing, 
fitness programs, in-home 
support, meal delivery, and 
transportation to medical 
appointments. These ser-
vices don’t just improve 
health outcomes. They al-
low the ever-growing senior 
population and others with 
Medicare Advantage plans 
to maintain their indepen-
dence and quality of life.

I strongly believe in pro-
tecting and strengthening all 
forms of Medicare, includ-
ing Medicare Advantage, 
and I appreciate that Presi-
dent Trump has committed 
to protecting these programs 
that we have all earned. 
With enrollment now sur-
passing half of all Medicare 
beneficiaries, Medicare Ad-
vantage isn’t just a choice, 
it’s the preferred option for 
the 34 million Americans 
who rely on its affordability 
and flexibility.

Despite its success, 
Medicare Advantage has 
repeatedly been targeted for 
funding cuts, a move that 
has already led to higher 
premiums and reduced ben-

efits for enroll-
ees. Further cuts 
would put seniors 
and patients with 
disabilities at risk, 
forcing them to 
pay more for care 
or lose access to 
critical services 
altogether.

P r o t e c t i n g 
Medicare Advantage is also 
an investment in our com-
munities and local econo-
mies. A healthier, more ac-
tive senior and special needs 
population leads to stronger, 
more vibrant neighborhoods 
and a more resilient work-
force of family caregivers 
who rely on these benefits 
to support their loved ones.

That’s why it’s crucial 
that Indiana’s Congressio-
nal delegation and Sena-
tors Todd Young and Jim 
Banks support Medicare 
Advantage and ensure it 
remains well-funded and 
fully protected. With en-
rollment growing year af-
ter year, keeping this pro-
gram on stable financial 
footing needs to be a top 
priority for Washington 
policymakers.

Medicare Advantage is 
one of the most successful, 
widely used, and effective 
programs available today. 
Seniors and Medicare-eli-
gible patients must stay in-
formed about their options 
and voice concerns about 
the potential consequences 
if these benefits are dimin-
ished. In the best interest of 
millions of Americans who 
also want America to be 
great, lawmakers must stand 
firmly to safeguard it. 

Mary “Dubbie” Buck-
ler is a civic leader and an 
organizational effectiveness 
consultant. She formerly 
served as the Marion Coun-
ty Treasurer.

MARY “DUBBIE” BUCKLER

GUEST COLUMNIST

Protect access to 
Medicare Advantage

Indianapolis MPO awards 
Hamilton County $7.8M

for three key projects
Two intersections & a pathway will benefit from federal funding
The REPORTER

The Indianapolis Met-
ropolitan Planning Orga-
nization (MPO) Transpor-
tation Policy Committee 
has awarded $7,813,948 to 
Hamilton County to fund 
three key transportation 
projects.

Hamilton County was 
awarded $3,788,423 to 
convert a three-leg inter-
section at 113th Street and 
Olio Road into a multi-lane 
roundabout. It also received 
$897,600 in funding to re-
place existing signals and 
adjust the left-turn lanes at 

146th Street and 
Marilyn Road. 
Both projects are 
scheduled to start 
in 2028.

“These are 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
improvements,” 
Hamilton Coun-
ty Commissioner 
Mark Heirbrandt 
said. “This funding is an 
important next step in al-
lowing us to address the 
growing congestion and 
safety issues at these inter-
sections.”

The county was 

also awarded 
$3,127,925 to 
complete Phase 2 
of the Steven Na-
tion Community 
Pathway. The dol-
lars will be used 
to build a 3.9-
mile trail/path-
way from Potters 
Bridge in Nobles-

ville to 234th Street. Also 
included will be a trailhead 
at the corner of Cumberland 
Road and 234th Street. That 
project is expected to begin 
in late 2028.

Every year, the Indi-

anapolis MPO (IMPO) 
receives transportation 
funding from the Federal 
Highway Administration 
(FHWA), and/or the State of 
Indiana, which is funneled 
through the Indiana Depart-
ment of Transportation (IN-
DOT). The IMPO then dis-
tributes this funding to local 
public agencies, including 
cities, towns, counties, and 
transit organizations, to 
support transportation im-
provement projects such as 
roads, bridges, trails, and 
transit systems within its 
planning area.

Photo provided
The Steven Nation Community Pathway as it exits White River Campground. This aerial photo was 
taken while looking west along 234th Street towards Cicero.

Heirbrandt

https://www.westfieldin.gov/392/Shamrock-Drop
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Letter to the Editor

Shaffer opines on
property tax metrics

Letters to the Editor do not reflect the opinions of 
The Reporter, its publisher or its staff. You can

submit your own Letter to the Editor by email to
News@ReadTheReporter.com. Please include your 
phone number and city of residence. The Reporter 

will publish one letter per person per week.

Dear Editor:
All the crocodile tears being shed over property tax 

cuts omits the scam at the root of the system.
Your soon-to-arrive 2025 property tax bill will be 

based, like its predecessors, on the assessed value of 
your home.

“Assessed value” means what your place is worth 
in today’s market.

That, in turn, is the sum of what you paid for the 
place and the equity built up since you bought it.

In other words, instead of taxing you on what you 
actually paid, the county bills you on unrealized capital 
gain – or puff.

If and when the housing bubble bursts, it will take 
years for the county to factor in your “loss” in assessed 
value.

Bill shaffer
Carmel

Noblesville schools education 
Foundation’s Miller-Palooza 
fundraiser set for March 14

The REPORTER
The Noblesville Schools 

Education Foundation 
(NSEF) will soon hold its 
largest annual fundraiser, 
Miller-Palooza, on Friday, 
March 14 at Embassy Suites 
in Noblesville.

This historic school-
spirit-themed fundraiser 
supports all 10 Noblesville 
schools and will further the 
Foundation’s mission of 
promoting and investing in 
Noblesville Schools through 
grants, scholarships, strate-
gic partnerships, and volun-
teer support.

Miller-Palooza starts at 
5:30 p.m. and will feature 
dueling pianos with Felix 
& Fingers, food stations, 
spirits, a large auction, and 
awards honoring partners of 
Noblesville Schools and the 
first class in the Noblesville 
Schools Hall of Fame.

Mayor Chris Jensen will 
serve as master of ceremo-
nies. The dress code is casual 
school spirit and vintage or 
throwback items are encour-
aged.

NSEF volunteers are 
hoping to beat last year’s 
numbers and raise over 
$125,000 to support all 10 
Noblesville schools. This is 
a age 21-and-over event, and 
tickets start at $125 each. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
onecau.se/miller-palooza.

NSEF expects an esti-
mated 375 attendees and will 
feature many local business-

es as sponsors. The top pre-
senting sponsor of the event 
is Blades Audio Video Se-
curity. Gold-level sponsors 
are Craig & Christi Crosser, 
CSO Architects, Don Smock 
Auctions, Duke Energy, Ed 
Martin Automotive, Dr. Joe 
Forgey, T&T Sales & Pro-

motions, and TMG Con-
struction.

About the Noblesville 
Schools Education 

Foundation
The Noblesville Schools 

Education Foundation was 
created in 1987 to support 
Noblesville Schools by in-

vesting in academic excel-
lence. NSEF is governed by 
a volunteer board of directors 
who give their time and en-
ergy to accelerate the Foun-
dation’s mission of funding 
grants, awarding scholar-
ships, and expanding resourc-
es for Noblesville Schools.

Photo provided by Noblesville Schools
Funds raised at the annual Miller-Palooza support all 10 schools in the district.

Tickets on sale now
for CSO’s Appalachian 
Spring at the Palladium
The REPORTER

Join the Carmel Sym-
phony Orchestra (CSO) 
to celebrate the arrival of 
spring with a concert in-
spired by nature, nostalgia, 
and beauty. Under the baton 
of Conductor Joel Smirnoff, 
this unforgettable evening 
features a program filled 
with lush melodies and vi-
brant orchestral colors.

The concert is set for 7 
p.m. Saturday, March 15, 
2025, at the Palladium at the 
Allied Solutions Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Program
• Irish Tune from County 

Derry, Molly on the Shore, 
and Shepherd’s Hey and 
Percy Grainger

• Appalachian Spring by 
Aaron Copland

• Symphony No. 6 “Pas-
torale” by Ludwig van Bee-
thoven

Tickets
Reserved seating starts 

at $67, with senior and stu-
dent discounts available. 
Click here to purchase 
tickets.
Enhance your evening

Meet and greet the musi-
cians after the performance 
at the CSO After Party in 
the Brham Founders Club. 
Add-on tickets are available 
for $25 or included as a Pre-
mier Giving & Subscriber 
benefit.

Find out more at Car-
melsymphony.org.

Weather is unpredictable . . . 
but Paul Poteet certainly isn’t.
Your Hometown Weatherman!

http://americanbankoffreedom.bank
http://onecau.se/miller-palooza
https://thecenterpresents.org/tickets-events/events/2425/resident-company/cso-appalachian-spring
https://carmelsymphony.org/
https://carmelsymphony.org/
https://www.paulpoteet.com/
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Hamilton County Veterans Community Page
Hamilton County Veteran 

Service Organizations 
American Legion Posts 
Carmel Post 155  Kim Kilburn 
852 West Main St  Breakfast Sat & Sun 8-12 
Carmel, In 46032     Treasure Hunt Fri 7p 
317-846-0001      Tx Holdem Thurs & Sat 
M,Tu 3-10pm, W,Th 10a-10p, F 10a-11a, Sa 
8a-11p, Su 8a-8p.  
Restaurant –Sa 8a-8p, Su 8a-12p Lunch W-
F 11a-2p, Dinner W-F 5-8p 

Cicero Post 341  Tye Anderson 
50 Washington Ave  Treasure Hunt Tues 7p 
Cicero, In 46034  Weekly Draw Su 6p,W 7p 
317-984-4441 Bingo Fri 6p, Weekly Draw 8p 
M-Th 3-10p, F-Sa 12-11p, Su 12-10p.  
Restaurant Tu, W, F 4-8pm, Public P/U Tu-
W, F eat in or carry out 
Fishers Post 470  Pat Menc 
9091 E 126th St Treasure Hunt Fri 8pm $25K 
Fishers, in 46038 Trivia Wed 6pm 
317-842-5944   Breakfast 1st & 3rd Sun 8-11 
M 3-10p, Tu-Su12-10pm or when empty.        
Restaurant Breakfast 1st&3rd Sun 9-12, 
Food 12-8 Tu, 5-9 W, 12-9 Th, F 3-8 Sa, 12-5 
Su 

Noblesville Post 45  Gil Soria 
273 S 8th St     Fri 645pm Treasure Hunt 
Noblesville, in 46060    
317-773-9985  Trivia every 1 & 3 Sat 7pm 
M-Th 11a-10p, F11a-12p, Sa 12p-12a, Su 
12p-8p 
Restaurant M 6-8pm wings, Tu-F 530-830p,  
Sat 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12 Breakfast 730-
930a Dinner 530-830p, Su 12-8p 

Sheridan Post 67  Tom DeShon 
406 E 10th St       
Sheridan, In 46069 
317-758-5007 
M 3-9p, Tu-Th 11-9p, F Sa 11-10p, Su 1-6p 
Restaurant Lunch Tu-F 11a-2p, food service 
till close 

VFW Posts 
Carmel Post 10003  Darin Bibeau 
12863 Old Meridian St 
Carmel, In 46032   Breakfast 2 & 4 Sat 8-11 
317-846-0917    Thurs Treasure Hunt 7pm 
Su-Sa 11a-11p.  
Restaurant - Breakfast 2nd & 4th Sa 8a-11a, 
Lunch 11a-2p & food service till 8p daily 

Noblesville Post 6246  Eric Behrends 
654 S 9th St 
Noblesville, In 46060 
317-773-9956 
M-Th 11a-10p, F 11a-12a, Sa 12p-12a, Su 
12p-8p  
Restaurant M-F 6-9p 

Non-Profit Veteran Orgs 
Hamilton County Veterans Corp 
P.O. Box 503 
Noblesville, in 46061 
secretary@hamiltoncountyveterans.com 
Meets 7pm the 1st Monday Monthly at the 
Fishers American Legion. Our website 
https://www.hamiltoncountyveterans.com/  
has 40 pages of resources for our Military 
Veteran community 

Navy Club Hamilton County Ship 29 
Meets 4th Wed 530pm dinner 630pm meeting 
at Gingers Cafe 1111 S 10th St Noblesville  

Hamilton County Veteran Service 
Officers 
317-776-9610  Hours – 9am-4pm Weekdays 
CVSO – Tom Logan  
Tom.logan@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  
Assistant CVSO – Robin Wilson 
robin.wilson@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Assistant CVSO – Caroline Franz 
caroline.franz@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 
Admin Assistant – Christina Ellis 
christina.ellis@hamiltoncounty.in.gov  

 

Hamilton County Military Veteran  
Learn 3 Steps On How To Control Bleeding 

at Carmel Fire Dept HQ March 13  

  
March 18 Job Fair Downtown Indy from 10am till 

2pm at Frederick Douglass Park Family Center 

 
 

====================================== 
Fund Raiser for Recovery Café of Hamilton County 

March 21, Raise Your Paddle and Make a Bid 

  
Noblesville American Legion Weekend Breakfast 

 

Activities & Events 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day Mar 29, 2025 

 
 

Christmas In June Care Package Drive 

 
 

Tuesdays at Pasto

PA
ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

1/2 price appetizers  
AND $2 off specialty cocktails

Dine-In Only On Any Tuesday

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com
3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

https://www.pastoitaliano.com/
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Gov. Mike Braun’s latest executive orders aim to reduce
unemployment fraud & increase work search requirements
Submitted by 
Office of the Governor

Governor Mike Braun 
signed two executive orders 
on Thursday to reduce fraud 
and promote work search 
activities for Hoosiers on 
unemployment insurance.

Unemployment insur-
ance is an important tempo-
rary safety net for Hoosiers 
who lose their jobs and are 
seeking re-employment, 
and the Governor says these 
steps will enhance account-
ability, ensuring no one is 
taking advantage of this 
program and thus protecting 
its integrity.

Cutting down 
unemployment 
fraud & abuse

Executive Order 25-33 
directs the Department of 

Workforce Development to 
take steps to identify fraud 
and abuse in the unemploy-
ment insurance program.

These measures include:
• Verifying applicant el-

igibility through the use of 
state and federal new hire 
directories

• Cross-checking appli-
cant eligibility through state 
and federal incarceration 
records, state death records, 
and the Multi-State Integri-
ty Data Hub

• Conducting additional 
review and investigation of 
claims filed from a single 
internet protocol address 
using a similar mailing ad-
dress or bank account

• Ensuring claims made 
from out-of-state applicants 
are appropriately verified 

prior to approval 
and payment

The Depart-
ment of Work-
force Develop-
ment will provide 
quarterly progress 
reports to the 
Governor on its 
findings and the 
amount of im-
proper payments prevented 
by these data-focused ef-
forts to prevent fraud and 
abuse.

“We need to crack down 
on fraud in unemployment 
insurance to protect the in-
tegrity of the program and 
the taxpayer dollars that 
fund it,” Gov. Braun said. 
“Today’s executive order 
will empower the Depart-
ment of Workforce Devel-

opment to use 
data cross-check-
ing tools to find 
fraudulent activity 
and stop improper 
payments.”

Turning the 
safety net into 
a springboard: 

increasing 
work search

requirements to
promote a

culture of work
Research from the U.S. 

Department of Labor found 
that unemployment pro-
grams with more stringent 
work search requirements 
were more likely to find 
work, found work more 
quickly, spent fewer weeks 
receiving unemployment 
insurance, and exhausted 

benefits at a lower rate.
Executive Order 25-32 

requires additional work 
search activities for recip-
ients of unemployment in-
surance, requires recipients 
to make contact with a Work 
One office about searching 
for work in the first week 
of enrollment, and tasks the 
Department of Workforce 
Development to more rig-
orously audit work search 
activities to ensure compli-
ance.

This executive action 
also seeks to turn the safety 
net of unemployment into a 
springboard to gainful em-
ployment by identifying re-
cipients at the highest risk of 
exhausting their unemploy-
ment benefits and tailoring 
re-employment services 

to support them in finding 
work.

“Unemployment insur-
ance is an important tempo-
rary safety net, but it should 
be exactly that: temporary 
assistance while searching 
for a new job,” Gov. Braun 
said. “Research shows more 
rigorous work search re-
quirements lead to unem-
ployment recipients find-
ing work faster; even just 
sending notices reminding 
beneficiaries of work search 
requirements led to fewer 
weeks on unemployment. 
Today I’m signing an exec-
utive order to require more 
meaningful work search ac-
tivities to encourage work-
force participation, grow 
our state economy, and pro-
mote a culture of work.”

Braun

The REPORTER
Gleaners Food Bank 

of Indiana President and 
CEO Fred Glass announced 
Thursday that Gleaners has 
established a new Satisfac-
tion Guarantee for its part-
ners, as well as everyone 
else it serves.

The announcement 
came during Glass’ presen-
tation at the eighth annual 
Hunger and Health Break-
fast hosted by Gleaners and 
the Indianapolis Business 
Journal. 

The Gleaners Satisfac-
tion Guarantee, believed to 
be the only such guarantee 
provided by any food bank 
in the nation, provides that: 

Gleaners guarantees 
that the food it provides will, 
upon delivery to any partner 
or neighbor, have a reason-
able “shelf life” assuming 
proper storage, to their rea-

sonable satisfaction, or we 
will promptly replace it. 

“The Gleaners Satisfac-
tion Guarantee is based on 
our belief that everyone we 
serve deserves to receive 
good quality food, whether 
through our pantry and oth-
er partners or directly to our 
neighbors in need,” Glass 
said. “While Gleaners has 
always sought to provide 
good quality food, we have 
made new investments and 
instituted additional policies 
and practices to even bet-
ter ensure the quality of the 
food we provide.” 

Gleaners’ new 
food-quality investments 
have included promoting 
industry-expert Nichole 
Louis to the newly expand-
ed role of Food Safety and 
Quality Assurance Director; 
creating the new position 
of Food Safety and Qual-

ity Assurance Specialist 
and filling it with another 
food-quality professional; 
enhancing comprehensive 
and integrated food quality 
and safety training for all 
Gleaners staff; establishing 
a robust food quality in-
spection system, where the 
food is inspected upon re-
ceipt, in inventory, through 
order fulfillment, and during 
transportation; developing a 
new Consumer Complaint 
Tracking System; creating 
a weekly expiration report 
to track food retention dates 
more frequently; and estab-
lishing internal Quality As-
surance Team meetings.

In addition, Gleaners 
continues to embrace daily 

inspections of its Protein 
Repack Center by an on-site 
USDA inspector; regular 
safety training for staff and 
network partners; tempera-
ture monitoring during re-
ceiving, inventory, shipping, 
and transportation; and dai-
ly environmental swabbing 
tests for potential contami-
nants. As a food distribution 
organization, Gleaners also 
receives annual inspections 
from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Health and bi-annu-
al AIB food safety audits.

The Gleaners 
Satisfaction Guarantee

Gleaners believes that 
everyone it serves deserves 
good quality food, whether 
through our pantry and oth-

er partners or directly to our 
neighbors in need (collec-
tively our “Partners”). Thus, 
Gleaners guarantees that the 
food it provides will, upon 
delivery to any Partner, 
have a reasonable “shelf 
life” assuming proper stor-
age to their reasonable satis-
faction, or we will promptly 
replace it (the “Satisfaction 
Guarantee”).

The Satisfaction Guar-
antee does not extend to 
food provided to network 
pantry partners through the 
Direct Agency Pickup pro-
gram (DAP) as that food is 
not physically controlled or 
provided by Gleaners. Any 
network pantry partners 
having food quality issues 
through DAP should nev-
ertheless contact Gleaners, 
and we will endeavor to 
help address the situation 
with the DAP provider.

Partners should inspect 
food provided by Gleaners 
upon delivery, document 
by photograph any unsatis-
factory food, and immedi-
ately notify Gleaners. We 
will pick up and dispose of 
any such food and replace 
it with similar, satisfactory 
food. Likewise, any neigh-
bors receiving food direct-
ly from Gleaners (such as 
through the drive-thru pan-
try), who upon receiving 
it discover food that is not 
of satisfactory quality may 
return it to be replaced by 
Gleaners. Neighbors who 
receive unsatisfactory food 
from Gleaners through a 
Partner, should contact the 
Partner which, if appropri-
ate, should address the situ-
ation with Gleaners.

* * *
Learn more and donate 

at Gleaners.org.

Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana establishes 
unprecedented ‘satisfaction Guarantee’

https://www.stonycreekcoc.com/
https://www.gleaners.org/
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East District Offi ce: (765) 639-0671

Help with Federal Agencies
I can help you when dealing with 
federal agencies, including:

• Social Security issues
• Medicare claims
• Veterans benefi ts
• Passport assistance
• IRS questions

US Flag Requests 
Obtain commemorative fl ags fl own 
over the US Capitol from my offi ce.

www.spartz.house.gov
West District Offi ce: (317) 848-0201

Military Academy Nominations
High school students in our district 
may contact my offi ce to request a 
nomination to attend one of our nation’s 
service academies. 

US Capitol and White House 
Tour Requests 
My offi ce can help arrange tours 
throughout our nation’s capital.

Constituent Services

CONGRESSWOMAN
VICTORIA SPARTZ
PROUDLY SERVING INDIANA’S 5TH DISTRICT

CLICK 
HERECLICK TO SHARE AND CONNECT

Graphic provided by Westfield Chamber of Commerce

The REPORTER
In honor of Women's 

History Month, the Westfield 
Chamber invites business 
leaders, community mem-
bers, and guests to attend 
the March Luncheon from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
March 27 at The Club at 
Chatham Hills, 1100 Cha-
tham Hills Blvd., Westfield. 
That’s near the intersection 

of Tomlinson Road and East 
203rd Street, west of U.S. 31.

Come hear from a dy-
namic panel of movers and 
shakers in Westfield. The 
Chamber is pleased to bring 
together an amazing group 
of women who come from 
all walks of life and varying 
levels of experience. There 
are many incredible women 
in the city, and the Chamber 

wanted to highlight this spe-
cific group of women based 
on their recent achievements. 
Please plan to attend for what 
should be an insightful and 
inspiring afternoon.

Discounted Partner tick-
ets and non-partner tickets 
are available. Corporate 
reserved tables (seating for 
eight) are also available. 
Click here to register.

Westfield Chamber celebrates 
‘Women Who rock’ in March

HAmiltoN CouNtY RePoRteR
Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper

https://spartz.house.gov/
https://tinyurl.com/ye5f8cat
https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/YEFkDnofNCzCK
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BIDDING OPENS: Sat., February 22nd @ Noon
SOFT CLOSE BEGINS: Saturday, March 8th @ 6pm

PREVIEW DAY:  Thursday, March 6th from Noon - 6pm
PICK-UP DAYS: Monday, March 10th from Noon - 6pm

Tuesday, March 11th from Noon - 6pm
2018 Skyjack SJIII3226 26’ Scissor Lift, JLG 1930ES 19’ Electric Scissor Lift, Daewood Model 25S Industrial Forklift
53’ VAN STORAGE TRAILER (NO TITLE-FOR STATIONARY STORAGE UNIT USE ONLY)
1999 Chevrolet Tilt Master W3500 Box Truck
BUS & PASSENGER VEHICLE EQUIPMENT (Most in New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Headlight Assemblies, Rolls 
Altro Vinyl Flooring, Valco Diesel Heater & Parts, Fleetquard Fuel Filters, Phillips & Temro Heating Products, Grayson 
Thermal Systems Filters, Rolls of Convoluted Hose, Parker Hydraulic Hoses, Rolls of CAT-5 Communication Cable, 
Eaton Synflex Air Brake Tubing Kits, Mirrors, Mounting Brackets, Hardware, Clamps, Hoses, Couplers, Fasteners, Fire 
Suppression Hoses, Assorted Air Line, Hose Assemblies, Grille Assemblies, Sportworks Stainless Steel Bike Racks
United States Seating Company (Most New and/or Un-Used Condition):  Double Bench Seat Units, Single Seat Units, 
Tip-Up Seats, Cushion Sets, Recaro Driver Seats
Safety Vision Interior IP Cameras & Interior & Exterior Network Mini Dome Cameras, Electrical Components, 
Lighting Kits
Parts Bins, Employee & Breakroom Lockers, Fire Extinguishers, Ramco RS-90P Metal Cutting Bandsaw, Metal Burn 
Barrels w/ Lids, Goodyear & Michelin 265/70R19.5 Tires
To View Complete Sale Bill Including Pictures & Terms and to Register & Start Bidding:

Click the Calendar Link @ www.cripesauction.com
Absentee Bidding is still Available
PREVIEW - PICKUP & PAY AT

Cripe’s Auction Service, 3247 E. State Road 28, Tipton, IN
765-675-6909

www.cripesauction@yahoo.com
Wade Cripe, Auctioneer

#AU11000034

ON-LINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

EQUIPMENT
and

BUS & PASSENGER
VEHICLE EQUIPMENT

Award-winning slider 
brand Smalls Sliders 

coming to Indiana
Submitted

Smalls Sliders, the 
cheeseburger slider brand 
rapidly growing across the 
country, is continuing to 
spread its signature Smor-
ange hue nationwide, this 
time through its first devel-
opment agreement inked 
with esteemed operating 
group, Indy Craves, led by 
entrepreneurs Ellen Broyles 
and Justin Ruetz, while also 
supported in consulting by 
Alex Yeater.

The latest deal details 
15 Cans coming to the Mid-
west state, with the first ex-
pected to open in the next 12 
months.

Broyles and Ruetz each 
bring a diverse array of ex-
periences and skills to the 
group’s venture with Smalls 
Sliders. Spanning various in-
dustries, including financial 
services, insurance, and the 
QSR (quick-service restau-
rant) space, the group is well 
equipped to bring the ground-
breaking brand into the Indi-
ana market and is eager to 
make an immediate impact 
with their first Can. They 
also plan to engage with the 
community by becoming ac-
tive members of their local 
chambers of commerce and 
supporting other local chari-
ties & organizations.

“Smalls Sliders has been 
taking the nation by storm, 
and we were immediately 
drawn to its unique peo-
ple-driven approach,” Ru-
etz said. “The brand’s sim-
ple yet extremely effective 
model has proven success, 
and it was a no-brainer to get 
on board. Smalls is a move-
ment, and we’re thrilled to 
officially bring the unique 
experience to communities 
across Indiana.” 

Smalls Sliders is eyeing 
growth across the Midwest 
in 2025, and this agreement 
in Indiana with Indy Craves 
is a clear sign for the impres-
sive expansion ahead. The 
seasoned operating group 

behind this latest agreement 
is currently eyeing com-
munities such as Fishers, 
Noblesville, Carmel, Lafay-
ette, Indianapolis, Kokomo, 
Muncie, Pendleton, Avon, 
Plainfield, Greenwood, 
Terre Haute, Bloomington, 
and Columbus for Cans.

“Seasoned operating 
groups like Indy Craves tru-
ly differentiate us from other 
concepts in the QSR space,” 
said Don Crocker, Chief 
Development Officer of 
Smalls Sliders. “This agree-
ment is a great way to kick 
off 2025 and an even better 
milestone for the brand as 
we continue to push into the 
Midwest. Indiana is wide 
open for development, and 
we’re excited to introduce 
our concept to guests across 
the state.”

Smalls Sliders opened its 
first signature ‘Smorange’ 
colored Can in 2019. Since 
its inception, Smalls Slid-
ers has disrupted the QSR 
industry with its stacked 
leadership team and robust 
development pipeline, fur-
thering its rapid growth 
trajectory with more than 
375 Cans open or under de-
velopment. The brand con-
tinues to garner high-level 
industry recognition, with 
Nation’s Restaurant News 
featuring Smalls Sliders 
in its “Breakout Brands of 
2023,” and QSR Magazine 
ranking the brand in its an-
nual QSR 50 Contenders 
list in 2023 and 2024. Other 
accolades include ranking 
on Entrepreneur maga-
zine’s “Top New & Emerg-
ing Franchises” list in 2023 
and 2024 and landing on 
Technomic’s 2024 Future 
50 Growth Chains which 
highlights the fastest-grow-
ing restaurant chains.

For more information 
on Smalls Sliders, go to 
smallsliders.com or visit 
smallsslidersfranchising.
com to learn more about 
franchising opportunities.

Carmel’s own Hannah Kim 
earns spot as executive

intern at Bucknell University
Program provides work experience to students in 11 executive offices
Submitted

Each year, the Under-
graduate Executive In-
ternship Program (UEIP) 
at Bucknell University in 
Lewisburg, Pa., offers 10 
to 12 highly motivated stu-
dents the ability to work 
alongside a mentor in one 
of the university’s executive 
offices. The unique pro-
gram helps interns sharpen 
their professional skills and 
build relationships with se-
nior staff of the university. 
It annually attracts driven 
students who are interested 
in gaining campus work ex-
perience and are dedicated 
to making a positive impact 
on campus.

UEIP was established in 
2007, and interns are hired 
from among a pool of ap-
plicants in various executive 
offices. This year, the exec-
utive interns are using their 
talents and skills in the Of-
fice of the President, Office 
of the Dean of Students, Of-
fice of the Provost, Division 
of Marketing & Communi-
cations, Office of the Dean 
of Arts & Sciences, Office 
of the Dean of Engineering, 
Office of the Dean of the 
Freeman College of Man-
agement, University Ad-
vancement, Office of Athlet-
ics & Recreation, Division 
of Library & Information 
Technology, and for the first 
year, the Division of Equity 
and Inclusive Excellence.

“UEIP is an impactful 
opportunity that is mutually 
beneficial for the members 
of the program and Buck-
nell,” said Kayla Howie ’25, 
who works in the Office of 
the President. “As interns, 
we get to learn more about 
the behind the scenes of the 
University and truly under-
stand how each office works 
independently and together 
to allow Bucknell to func-
tion. Additionally, the pro-
gram allows these offices to 
hear student voices directly.”

The interns can use that 
connection to develop proj-
ects they think will be im-

pactful to Bucknellians.
“I applied to UEIP be-

cause I have an interest in 
working in higher education 
in the future,” said Alma 
Ledwidge ’25, who works 
in the Office of the Provost. 
Over the year, Ledwidge de-
veloped a student transcript 
that includes extracurricular 
activities to offer employers 
a better understanding of 
how Bucknellians engage 
on campus. “My mentor 
listened to what I was inter-
ested in – projects that out-
wardly and effectively ben-
efit the student experience 
– and let me take those on.” 

The role also puts the 
students – who hail from 
different disciplines – to-
gether, allowing collabora-
tion across colleges and of-
fices. The students typically 
work on a larger project, 
which wouldn’t be possi-
ble without their combined 
knowledge and connections 
on campus. Past projects 
have included a ‘Bye to the 
‘Burg’ downtown event for 
departing seniors and the 
Market Street shops.

“Institutional change 
cannot be accomplished 

from one person or one de-
partment; it is the joining 
of forces that will allow for 
widespread impact,” Howie 
said. “As Bucknell is mov-
ing into strategic planning 
for 2030, student voices are 
critically important, and we 
have the potential to use this 
platform to make sure stu-
dents’ voices are heard and 
valued in this process and 
afterward.”

The 11 executive interns 
participating in the program 
are listed below with their 
offices, areas of study and 
hometowns.

• Office of the President: 
Kayla Howie ’25; global 
management and Spanish 
majors; Center Valley, Pa.

• Office of the Dean of 
Students: Julia Reynolds 
’25; chemistry and environ-
mental science majors and 
women’s & gender studies 
minor; Linwood, N.J.

• Office of the Provost: 
Alma Ledwidge ’25; history 
major; New City, N.Y.

• Division of Marketing 
& Communications: Sarah 
Downey ’25, Italian studies 
and political science majors 
and creative writing minor; 

Allentown, Pa.
• Office of the Dean of 

Arts & Sciences: Maddy 
Grieco ’26, English—liter-
ary studies & Italian studies; 
East Hanover, N.J.

• Office of the Dean of 
Engineering: Hunter Geh-
man ’25; computer engineer-
ing major; Mount Joy, Pa

• Office of the Dean 
of the Freeman College 
of Management: Saniya 
Brown-Baptiste ’27; mar-
kets, innovation & design 
and critical Black studies 
majors; Bowie, Md.

• University Advance-
ment: Waina Ali ’26; polit-
ical science major; Blooms-
burg, Pa.

• Office of Athletics & 
Recreation: Dylan Reiff 
’26; international relations 
and French majors; Milton, 
Pa.

• Division of Library & 
Information Technology: 
Ibrahim Tahir ’26, comput-
er science & economics ma-
jors; Lahore, Pakistan.

• Division of Equity 
and Inclusive excellence: 
Hannah Kim ’25, mechan-
ical engineering major; 
Carmel

Photo by Gordon R. Wenzel
Undergraduate executive interns 2024-25. (Back row, from left) Ibrahim 
Tahir, Alma Ledwidge, Sarah Downey, Waina Ali, Maddy Grieco, Kayla 
Howie, and Saniya Brown-Baptiste. (Front row, from left) Hannah Kim, 
Julia Reynolds, and Dylan Reiff.

Meet  award-winning 
author Varian Johnson 

at Fishers Library
The REPORTER

The Hamilton East 
Public Library (HEPL) 
will soon welcome 
award-winning 
author Varian 
Johnson to the 
Fishers Library, 
5 Municipal 
Drive.

Young read-
ers and families 
are invited to a 
special author 
visit at the Fish-
ers Library at 
5 p.m. Tues-
day, March 
11. Johnson 
will be shar-
ing stories, 
an swer ing 
ques t ions , 
and signing 
books in an engaging and 
interactive event perfect 
for elementary-teen read-
ers.

Johnson is the author 
of several novels for chil-
dren and young adults, 
including The Parker In-
heritance, which won both 
Coretta Scott King Author 
Honor and Boston Globe/
Horn Book Honor awards; 
The Great Greene Heist, an 
ALA Notable Children’s 
book and Kirkus Reviews 
Best Book; and the graphic 
novel Twins, illustrated by 
Shannon Wright, an NPR 
Best Book.

"We are excited to 
host award-winning au-
thor Varian Johnson at our 
Fishers Branch,” HEPL 
Children's Program Coor-
dinator Allison Kartman 
said. “Hearing from an au-
thor firsthand can bring lit-

erature to life and help kids 
connect with the written 
word in a dynamic way. 
We hope everyone will 

come out to hear 
from this great 
author and sup-
port a local Indy 
bookstore, Loud-
mouth Books by 
buying some of 
Mr. Johnson's ti-
tles. Mr. Johnson 
will be available 
after the program 

to sign and 
personalize 
books!”

The event 
is free and 
open to the 
public. Reg-
istration is 
not required 

but is requested for an ac-
curate head count. Follow-
ing the program, Johnson 
will be available to sign 
books and LoudMouth 
Books will be onsite with 
a selection of books for 
purchase.

For more information 
about Varian Johnson’s 
author visit, please visit 
hamiltoneastpl.org.

About Varian Johnson
Varian Johnson was 

born in Florence, S.C., and 
attended the University of 
Oklahoma, where he re-
ceived a BS in Civil Engi-
neering. He later received 
an MFA in Writing for 
Children and Young Adults 
from Vermont College of 
Fine Arts and is honored 
to now be a member of the 
faculty. He lives outside 
of Austin, Texas, with his 
family.

Johnson

thanks for reading 
the Reporter!

https://www.cripesauction.com/
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https://readthereporter.com/
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ST

O  ITALIANO
 

R E S TAU R A N T  
&  B A R 317-804-2051

Catering: PastoItalianoWestfield@gmail.com

Live Music At Pasto Italiano
Music every Wednesday & Friday
1/2 Price Bottles of Wine 

On Wednesdays
Reservations Recommended 

3150 East State Rd. 32, Westfield

LeGaL NOTICe
NOTICe OF PUBLIC HearING

CITy OF TIPTON BOard OF ZONING aPPeaLs
CTI-V-02-25 City of Tipton

Notice is hereby given that the City of Tipton Board of Zoning Appeals, on the 
12th day of March 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the Tipton City Building, 216 South Main 
Street, Tipton, Indiana, will hold a public hearing to consider the following:

CTI-V-02-25 City of Tipton, owner, Tipton Main Street, petitioner, requests 
one (1) use variance to construct a 22’ x 16’ outdoor stage in the B-1 Traditional 
Downtown Business zoning district. 

The property is a parcel currently utilized as City green space, located at or near 
107 East Jefferson.

The property is more fully described as:
A part of Lots 1, 2, and 3 in Block 10 of the Original Plat of the City of Tipton, 

Tipton County, Indiana, being described as follows:
Beginning at the Southwest corner of said Lot 3, thence North 01 degree 27 

minutes 50 seconds West (Indiana State Plan Coordinate System – East Zone) 
along the East Right of Way line for Court Street, a distance of 198.00 feet to the 
Northwest corner of said Lot 1, thence North 88 degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds 
East along the North line of said Lot 1, a distance of 127.13 feet; thence South 
01 degree 27 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of 123.37 feet; thence North 
88 degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds East a distance of 27.37 feet; thence South 
01 degree 27 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of 0.63 feet; thence North 88 
degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds East a distance of 43.50 feet to the West Right of 
Way line for Independence Steet; thence South 01 degree 27 minutes 50 seconds 
East along said West Right of Way line, a distance of 8.00 feet to the Northeast 
corner of aforesaid Lot 3; thence South 88 degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds West 
along the North line of said Lot 3, a distance of 99.00 feet; thence South 01 degree 
27 minutes 50 seconds East a distance of 66.00 feet to the South line of said Lot 
3; thence South 88 degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds West along said Sough line, a 
distance of 99.00 feet to the Point of Beginning, containing 0.55 acres, more or 
less. 

Interested persons desiring to present their views upon this case will be given 
an opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time and place or comments 
or objections may be submitted in writing in the Planning Office at 101 East 
Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana 46072 prior to 4 p.m. on the day of the hearing.

The proposal may be viewed in the Planning Office prior to the hearing.  The 
hearing may be continued from time to time.

Tipton Board of Zoning Appeals 
R5792 2/28/25, 3/3/25

— tiPtoN —

LeGaL NOTICe
NOTICe OF PUBLIC HearING

CITy OF TIPTON PLaN COMMIssION
CTI-ZO-03-25

Notice is hereby given that the City of Tipton Plan Commission will hold a 
public hearing on Thursday, March 13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the City Council 
Meeting Room of Tipton City Hall, 216 South Main Street, Tipton, Indiana, to 
consider the following:

An amendment of the City of Tipton Zoning Ordinance concerning additions 
or changes to Article 2, entitled “Definitions”.  Specifically, the amendment is 
intended to add or change language to the zoning ordinance definitions.  

This amendment will apply to the entire jurisdiction of the City of Tipton Plan 
Commission.  

The proposed amendment may be viewed in the Plan Commission Office at 101 
East Jefferson Street, Tipton, Indiana prior to the hearing.  

Interested persons desiring to present their views regarding the proposed 
amendment, either verbally or in writing, will be given an opportunity to be 
heard at the above-mentioned time and place; or comments or objections may be 
submitted in writing in the Plan Commission Office prior to 12:00 p.m. (noon) on 
the day of the hearing. 

The hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found necessary.
City of Tipton Plan Commission

R5793 2/28/25, 3/3/25

PC-0325-03-CP
Legal Notice

Plan Commission 
Comprehensive Plan Update
A public hearing to discuss the proposed new Town of Cicero and Jackson 

Township  Comprehensive Plan shall be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 
12th, 2025, at 70 North Byron; Cicero, IN 46034. 

Written comments will be accepted until 3:00pm on March 3, 2025.
The proposed new Comprehensive Plan revision, in summary, contains the 

following items and information: land use policy, housing, transportation, utilities 
and community facilities, natural, agricultural and cultural resources, economic 
development, and implementation. The Comprehensive Plan is a guide for public 
officials and private citizens to use in making informed decisions affecting the 
community.

A copy of the new Town of Cicero and Jackson Township comprehensive plan 
may be inspected in office located at 331 East Jackson Street; Cicero, IN 46034 
or request for digital copy may be made to Frank Zawadzki at fzawadzki@
townofcicero.in.gov. 

The Hearing may be continued from time to time as may be found necessary.
Petitioner’s Name: Cicero/Jackson Township Plan Commission 
Date: 02/24/2025

R5800 2/28/25, 3/3/25

— CiCeRo —

Wiggle your way into latest new
musical presented by aTI’s Labseries
The REPORTER

Actor’s Theatre of In-
diana’s (ATI) Lab Series 
returns with Kannon Gets 
the Wiggles at 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 15 at Carmel 
Clay Public Library, 425 E. 
Main St. 

This show is by Gavin 
Thomas Drew and Chap-
man Shields, with music by 
Rolin Mains, lyrics by Drew 
and Mains. This show, 
sure to appeal to kids and 
grownups alike, is adapted 
from the book Sometimes I 
Get the Wiggles: Be a Sei-
zure Hero by Andee Cooper. 

Synopsis
Kannon is just like any 

other second grader. He 
loves his mom, his dog Mur-
phy, and comic book super-
heroes. When Kannon has 
a seizure at his new school 
and is diagnosed with ep-
ilepsy, he has to find the 
courage to face this battle as 

Super Kannon and empower 
others to be epilepsy heroes 
as well. This touching and 
funny theatre-for-young-au-
diences piece teaches every-
one that with friends, family 
and courage you can face 
any battle! 

History
Cooper wrote the book 

based on the true story of 
her son, Kannon, who has a 
rare form of epilepsy called 
Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome. 
Shields has known the Coo-
per family for years and 
thought that the book would 
be a great piece of educa-
tional theatre. 

Writing began in Jan-
uary 2022. A reading of 
the first draft was held at 
Oklahoma State Universi-
ty on April 27, 2022, and 
was attended by Cooper, 
who gave her blessing to 
continue development. The 
show will make its first full 

production debut in Shields’ 
and Cooper’s hometown of 
Bristow, Okla., in the sum-
mer of 2025, followed by a 
school tour to raise epilepsy 
awareness. 

The Lab Series program 
is ATI’s way to show com-
mitment to nurturing new 

plays and playwrights. Cho-
sen plays enjoy a reading 
and a talk-back session with 
ATI audiences, staff, cast, 
and the playwright at the 
Carmel Clay Public Library.

The public reading event 
is free, but seats should be 
reserved at this link.

Graphic provided

Carla Marie stowe
April 26, 1954 – February 21, 2025

Carla Marie Stowe, 70, passed away at her home in Sher-
idan on Friday, February 21, 2025. Born 
April 26, 1954, in Lafayette, Ind., she 
was the daughter of the late Carl Heinz 
and Nancy Ellen (Henderson) Wetzel.

She was a 1972 graduate of Frank-
fort High School and never tired of let-
ting people know how proud she was 
to be a Hotdog. She later earned her 
BA in Education at Ball State Univer-
sity, as well as a new nickname while 

she was there, Sunshine.
Carla spent the first part of her career as a pre-school 

teacher, helping children get a good start in their school 
years. Carla used her special gifts and talents to positively 
influence their young lives. 

After many years in early childhood education, Carla 
decided to make a change in the form of opening her own 
business. Carla’s Cupboard was a small antique shop locat-
ed right on Main Street in Sheridan. Carla was a “collector” 
of just about everything, including, but certainly not limited 
to: ceramics, stained glass pieces, cardinals, books (which 
she did read before adding them to her collection), vinyl 
records, do-dads and what-nots. There were even some 
actual antiques up at the shop as well. Carla never met a 
stranger and loved the time she spent sharing her varied 
collection(s) with anyone who came into the store. If you 
didn’t find what you were looking for, you at least left with 
a good back story on some of the pieces in her inventory.

After 10 years in business, Carla closed the antique 
store and went to work at the Noblesville Walmart. It didn’t 
take long before she had gotten to know just about every-
body who worked there. In 2019, Carla decided to retire, 
but even in retirement, she made sure that her Walmart 
family stayed close and kept in touch with each other, as a 
family should.

Retirement afforded Carla more time to devote to things 
that made her feel complete, and those were (in no partic-
ular order) her grandchildren, her animals, and being one 
with nature and the universe. She was a hippie and a free 
spirit who loved long walks in nature. She felt that the best 
way to heal and stay connected to Mother Earth was to take 
some of those walks barefoot. She cared deeply for the ani-
mals that added so much love and beauty to the world, and 
she tried her best to rescue as many as she could. She also 
loved attending concerts; it’s hard to say just how many 
shows she went to over the years, but there is most definite-
ly a box of ticket stubs, just itching to be found in her col-
lection, and waiting to tell the story of her musical journey. 

She was a member of Zion Evangelical Church in Indi-
anapolis, where she especially enjoyed Christmas services. 
She was a woman of strong faith, reading her bible dai-
ly. She never felt that she had to be at church to worship, 
choosing to do so at home, or out on a walk where she 
could talk to God in the beauty of His creation. Carla al-
ways claimed that all she needed was God and the Earth, 
and the rest would take care of itself.

Her greatest joy in life came from her family. She loved 
spending as much time as she could with her grandchil-
dren and instilled in them her love for history and animals. 
She also loved sharing stories about her life, especially 
about the time she got to meet Elvis. The Good Witch of 
the North also passed along her love for Halloween. Carla 
leaves a legacy of love that will live on in all who knew her.

Carla is survived by her daughter, Paulee Marie Stowe 
of Sheridan; stepson, Jordan Stowe (Ashley) of Avon; three 
grandchildren, Carl Stowe, Makenzie Setters, and Aaliyah 
Sumpter; brother, C. Mark Wetzel of Carmel; niece, Lauren 
Wetzel of Carmel; her former husband, Paul Stowe; and her 
feline BFF, Mr. Snuggles.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Carl Heinz 
and Nancy Ellen (Henderson) Wetzel; son, Travis Carl Set-
ters; and sisters-in-law, Jennifer Wetzel.

Services will be held at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 2, 2025, 
at Kercheval Funeral Home, 306 E. 10th St., Sheridan, with 
visitation from 2 p.m. until the time of service. Per Carla’s 
request, everyone should come dressed in bright colors, or 
in your favorite costume.

She will be laid to rest at a later date at Crown Hill 
Cemetery in Indianapolis.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be pre-
sented to the Humane Society for Hamilton County, 10501 
Hague Rd., Fishers, IN 46038.

Condolences: kerchevalfuneralhome.com

John allen Klepfer
December 18, 1952 – February 25, 2025

John Allen Klepfer, a humble and spirited soul, was 
born on December 18, 1952, in Leba-
non, Ind., to Robert Klepfer and Opal 
(Michael) Harmon. John passed away 
on February 25, 2025.

He spent his life in the service of 
others, generously giving his time and 
energy to his family, friends, and com-
munity. His life was a testament to the 
words of Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The 
purpose of life is not to be happy. It is 

to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have 
it make some difference that you have lived and lived well.”

John was a dedicated pressman, working tireless-
ly for the Indianapolis Newspapers until his retirement. 
He found joy in simple pleasures, such as tending to the 
lawns at the country club, playing the farming game on 
his computer, and following his hobbies of trains and mo-
torcycles. His love for bowling was evident in his active 
participation in several leagues. John was also an avid 
Washington Redskins football fan. A proud and dedicat-
ed 50-year member of the Cicero American Legion, he 
served as Department Southern Vice Commander, Past 
District, and Past Post Commander. His commitment to 
service was further demonstrated in his 50-year member-
ship in the Masonic Lodge, where he held the title of Past 
Master.

John is survived by his loving wife of nearly 50 years, 
Deborah Klepfer; his children, Jason and Courtney Klep-
fer; his granddaughters, Brooklyn Klepfer and Natalie 
Klackle-Klepfer; his great-grandson, Greysen Boisseau; his 
half-brothers, Jerry (Denise) and Gary Klepfer; his half-broth-
er, Jay (Jennifer) Harmon; sister-in-law, Terry Klepfer; and 
several nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death by his 
parents and his brothers, Steve and Michael Klepfer.

A visitation for John will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
March 1, 2025, at Hartley Funeral Homes – Cicero, 209 
W. Jackson St., Cicero. This will be followed by a funeral 
service at 2 p.m. with Pastor Jodi Brown officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to the American Legion Legacy Foundation, The American 
Legion, Donation Processing, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206.

We encourage those who knew John to share their 
memories, stories, and photos on his memorial page. De-
spite our loss, let us remember that “Life is eternal, and 
love is immortal, and death is only a horizon; and a horizon 
is nothing save the limit of our sight” (Rossiter Worthing-
ton Raymond).

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

Obituary

Obituary

Mary J. Blige to make 
tour stop at Gainbridge 

Fieldhouse in April
The REPORTER

Grammy and Emmy 
award-winning and Os-
car-nominated “Queen of 
Hip-Hop Soul” Mary J. 
Blige has added four new 
shows to her highly antic-
ipated “The For My Fans 
Tour.”

Produced by Live 
Nation, the now 40-city 
tour will make a stop in 
downtown Indianapolis at 
Gainbridge Fieldhouse on 
Monday, April 21. Tickets 
are available starting at 
10 a.m. today, Feb. 28, at 
Ticketmaster.com.

Blige is full steam 
ahead on her 2025 tour 
bringing her iconic style 
to each stage and treating 
fans to an incredible blend 
of classics like “Be With-
out You,” “Family Affair,” 

and “Real Love,” along-
side tracks from her new 
album Gratitude.

“The For My Fans 
Tour” journeys from 
Blige’s beginning to where 
she is today and genuinely 
expresses that this couldn’t 
have been done without the 
love and support of those 
fans.

The tour will also offer 
a variety of different VIP 
packages and experiences 
for fans to take their con-
cert experience to the next 
level. Packages vary but 
include premium tickets 
including reserved booths 
and tables, access to the 
VIP Lounge, exclusive 
VIP merch item, limited 
edition VIP poster & more. 
For more information, visit 
vipnation.com.

This isn’t just any local newspaper . . .
it’s Hamilton County’s Hometown Newspaper!

High Quality Coverage for High Quality Readers
For the Best in Local News, Sports, Opinion & Events, go to ReadTheReporter.com
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The Reporter’s policy on obituaries
The Hamilton County Reporter does not charge families 

for publishing obituary notices in our pages. Every obituary 
appearing in online editions Wednesday through Saturday 

also appears in our Monday print editions. In order to 
continue to offer this as a community service, we ask

that obituaries not exceed 500 words. The limitations of
space may not allow for longer ones to appear in print.

Families and funeral homes are asked to submit
obituaries at readThereporter.com/obitform.
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LISTED & PENDING! SOLD! SOLD!

109 Lake Terrace 
Court
Noblesville 

PRICE REDUCTION!

Immaculate lake house on Morse 
Reservoir. 3 BR, 2.5 BA, two living 
spaces, gas fireplace, kitchen with 

2 pantries. All appliances included. 
Listed at $639,900

Adorable 4 BR, 2.5 BA brick home on 
.38 acres in Fishers. Updated kitchen 

with granite counters, farm sink, 
stainless appliances. Updated HVAC. 

Listed at $344,900

1940 Nantucket 
Drive

Cicero 

67 Apple Tree
Circle

Fishers 

3 BR, 4 BA, brick exterior home  
with 4,208 Sq Ft. of living space. 
Move-in ready with wonderful 

screened-in porch.
Listed at $530,000

411 OXFORD
DRIVE
Noblesville 

The Deakyne Team REALTORS®

F.C. TUCKER 
COMPANY

REALTORS
“Speak 

to Deak!” www.speaktodeak.com
317.695.6032  Jennifer  | 317.439.3258 PeggyPeggy

Jennifer

Charming home situated in Country 
Lake Estates with no HOA!  Over  
3,000 square feet  including 4 BR,  
2.5 BA and a finished basement. 

Listed at $424,900

Today’s BiBle Reading
the ark

He made the atonement cover of pure gold—two 
and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 
Then he made two cherubim out of hammered gold 
at the ends of the cover. He made one cherub on 
one end and the second cherub on the other; at the 
two ends he made them of one piece with the cover. 
The cherubim had their wings spread upward, 
overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim 
faced each other, looking toward the cover.

Exodus 37:6-9 (NIV)

robin Lyn Hunter
December 29, 1959 – February 19, 2025

Robin Lyn Hunter, 65, Noblesville, passed away on 
Wednesday, February 19, 2025, sur-
rounded by family at her home. She 
was born on December 29, 1959, to 
Robert and Verona (Walker) Hunter in 
Atlanta, Ga.

Robin was a lifelong resident of 
Noblesville and was a member of the 
first rifle corps of Noblesville High 
School, class of 1978. Robin was pas-
sionate about, and served as an admin-

istrator for, her metastatic breast cancer support group. She 
loved to cook and her Thanksgiving dinners (particularly 
her mac and cheese) will be fondly remembered. Robin 
was exceptionally proud of her children, Josh and Kelsey, 
and wanted nothing more than to see them lead a happy, 
successful life. She was a fiercely loving and loyal mother, 
friend, sister, and daughter, and will be missed dearly. 

She is survived by her mother, Verona (Mark) Cook; 
daughter, Kelsey Hilton; son, Josh (Katie Rowe) Hilton; sis-
ter, Amy (Dave) Lunn; nephew, Hunter Rayle and his son 
Gunnar; niece, Megan Lunn; and sister, Susan (Randy) Buhr. 

She was preceded in death by her father. 
The family would like to extend a special gratitude to 

Teri and Rich Santos, Joe Moore, and Jeri Clos, cousins by 
blood and siblings by love, who went above and beyond to 
support both Robin and her family during her battle. 

A Celebration of Life will be held from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 18 at the Osprey Pointe Pavilion at Morse 
Park and Beach, 19777 Morse Park Lane, Noblesville. The 
Hunter Family has entrusted Randall & Roberts Funeral 
Home with Robin’s care. 

Memorial contributions may be made to METAvivor 
Research and Support, 7780 Elmwood Ave., Suite 130, 
Middleton, WI 53562 (metavivor.org).

Condolences: randallroberts.com

Thomas Joe Heck
April 30, 1935 – February 21, 2025

Thomas Joe Heck, 89, Lake Placid, Fla., went home to 
be with his Lord on Friday, February 
21, 2025, at the Good Shepherd Hos-
pice House in Sebring, Fla.

Thomas was born on April 30, 
1935, in Hancock County, Ind. He was 
the son of Ruth (Bingham) and Donald 
Heck. Thomas served is country with 
honors in the Indiana National Guard. 
He worked for many years in the tool 
and die manufacturing industry before 
retiring. He has been a resident of the 
Lake Placid area for the past 19 years, 
moving there from Indiana.

Thomas was of the Baptist faith, 
and he enjoyed coaching little league sports, scouting, and 
wood working. Thomas enjoyed spending time with his 
family and friends whenever they could get together, espe-
cially time with his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Thomas is preceded in death by his two children, The-
resa Pickett and William; and he is survived by his loving 
wife of 68 years, Margaret; son, Steven; nine grandchil-
dren; and 13 great-grandchildren.

The family will celebrate Thomas’ life at a later date.

Waltraud Christina Flynn
October 22, 1938 – February 26, 2025

It is with profound sadness that we announce the pass-
ing of our beloved family matriarch, 
Waltraud Christina Flynn, known af-
fectionately to many as Traudie.

Born in Kassel, Germany, on Oc-
tober 22, 1938, Waltraud embodied 
resilience and strength, having moved 
to the U.S. at the tender age of 19. She 
was a beacon of light in our family, 
her humor and generosity inspiring 
all those around her. Waltraud was a 

woman of great faith, deeply involved in St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church, where she found great comfort and solace.

Waltraud was a loyal and dedicated homemaker who 
took immense pride in nurturing her family. Her home was 
a warm and welcoming sanctuary filled with laughter, love, 
and the mouthwatering aroma of her cooking. Her hobbies 
ranged from shopping, watching her favorite shows, to daily 
walks at Mounds State Park. Waltraud had a special affinity 
for traveling, especially back to her native Germany, carrying 
with her the love for her homeland. A member of the Onward 
and Upward Extension Homemakers Club, she found joy in 
serving her community and was a steadfast friend to many.

Waltraud is lovingly remembered by her children, Pa-
tricia (Jonathan) Burman, Uwe Flynn, Robert (Sandra) Fly-
nn, Sabrina (Brad) Sollberger, Nicole Flynn, Christopher 
Flynn, Joshua (Margaret) Flynn, and Alexis (Benjamin) 
Dunkelberger. She also leaves behind her sister, Edelgard 
Hartung. She was preceded in death by her parents, Adam 
Steinmetz and Elizabeth Hartung; her beloved husband, 
Donald Flynn; her daughter, Tammy Flynn; and her broth-
er, Roland Hartung.

“Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband 
also, and he praises her: ‘Many women have done excel-
lently, but you surpass them all.’” (Proverbs 31:28-29)

Please join us in celebrating Waltraud’s life by shar-
ing your memories and photos on her memorial page. Her 
legacy of love, resilience, and generosity will continue to 
live on in the hearts of those she touched. Your stories and 
pictures will offer comfort and serve as a reminder of Wal-
traud’s remarkable life.

Visitation will be held from noon to 2 p.m. Monday, 
March 3 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 302 E. 11th St., 
Anderson, Ind., with a Funeral Mass immediately follow-
ing at 2 p.m.

Condolences: hartleyfuneralhomes.com

david “dave” James Chandler
December 22, 1964 – February 25, 2025

With heavy and weary hearts, we announce the unex-
pected passing of David J. Chandler on 
Tuesday, February 25, 2025. 

David (Dave) was more than a be-
loved person; he was deeply cherished 
by his family and friends. Dave was a 
loving son and brother, admirable fa-
ther and grandfather, adoring husband, 
and devoted friend. More so, Dave 
was a son of God and lived every day 
committed to sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with everyone around him. Dave and his surviving 
wife Sharon worked tirelessly to provide for their children 
and grandchildren and built a family together on a founda-
tion of faith and unconditional love.

For many, Dave was a mentor, ensuring he invested in 
others and going above and beyond to lend a helping hand 
or a comforting hug. Dave, also known as Pap, had eight 
grandchildren and cherished each one deeply. Pap’s pur-
pose was to teach his grandchildren about Jesus and how 
to love others as he did. Dave especially enjoyed camping 
with his family and playing ball with his beloved dog Ozzy.

Dave’s authentic self left lasting impressions in our 
hearts, and while his death feels sudden and unjustified, as a 
family we find solace in Dave’s never wavering faith in God 
and trust in God’s plan. We will forever relish the memo-
ries of Dave’s witty humor and charm, reminding ourselves 
of the passion he had for living life. We are now only left 
to honor Dave’s memory by sharing with others his eternal 
love for God and family. 

Survivors include his wife, Sharon Chandler; children, 
Jason Chandler (Jordan), Megan Voorhies (Hayden), Na-
than Chandler (Hope), Dianna McNutt (Joe), Marissa 
Davidson (Bret), Gabriella Mangin (Gage), and Isabel-
la Mangin (Cole); grandchildren, Joselyn, Reese, Piper, 
Cooper, Damon, Coralee, Owen, Hudson; parents, John 
and Barb Chandler, of Elwood, Ind.; sister, Colleen Gallik 
(Richard); niece, Kayla Gallik of Brookfield, Ill.; brother, 
Robert Chandler (Nancy); nieces, Emily and Samantha 
Chandler; nephew, Jeffery Chandler of Huntley, Ill.; broth-
er, Eric Chandler of Plano, Texas; nephews, Austin and Mi-
chael French of Muncie, Ind.; aunt, Judi Carey of Wheel-
ing, Ill.; and cousin, Kristen Schmidt (Michael).

Dave was preceded in death by his sister, Carrie Chan-
dler; and cousin, Jeffery Carey. 

Please join us at noon on Saturday, March 1, 2025, at 
CrossRoads Church, 19201 Grassy Branch Road, West-
field, where the service to celebrate the life of David James 
Chandler will begin at 1 p.m.

Following the service, there will be a meal and a time 
for sharing memories.

Bussell Family Funerals is privileged to care for the 
Chandler family.

Condolences: bussellfamilyfunerals.com

Thanks for reading the Hamilton County Reporter!
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Build your dream home, 
mini farm. Beautiful 10 
acres, just waiting for 

you to call home. Close 
to everything, yet away 
from it all. Hamilton 

Southeastern Schools. 
A land barrier is being 
constructed around the 
neighboring business. 
There are 5, 10 Acre 

Tracts available.

Tracts 2-6 Durbin Road  |  Noblesville, IN 46060The Dani Robinson 
difference

317.407.6969 
DaniR@talktotucker.com 
DaniRobinsonHomes.com F.C. TUCKER COMPANY

REALTORS

Scan here to  
view Dani’s  

current listings.

•  What’s the market value of  
my home?

•  What is my process for buying  
a home?

•  Who should I call for home 
repairs/remodeling?

•  How do I learn about building  
a new home?

•  Who should I call to refinance  
my home?

•  Who should I call when I have 
someone who wants to buy  
my home?

10 acres each | $500,000

rePorter sPorts Friday
carmeL, Fishers, Guerin cathoLic, hamiLton heiGhts, hamiLton southeastern, nobLesviLLe, sheridan, university, westFieLd

Sports Editor Richie Hall | Sports@ReadTheReporter.com | Twitter @Richie_Hall

Gingerich awarded Purdue
Baseball alumnus of the year
By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

In the 1980s, Rex Gin-
gerich helped the Purdue 
University baseball team 
make history.

Gingerich returned to 
Purdue on Feb. 1 to speak 
at the First Pitch Dinner and 
also pick up a prestigious 
award. Gingerich was rec-
ognized as the Purdue Base-
ball Alumnus of the Year for 
his steadfast commitment to 
the university and Purdue 
Athletics over the years. 

Gingerich, the founder 
and CEO of Chariot Au-
tomotive Group and a 40-
year veteran of automotive 
sales, pitched for the Boil-
ermakers from 1984-87, 
helping lead the program to 
a then program-record 37 
wins in 1986 and the team’s 
first NCAA Regional bid in 
1987. 

“Forty years ago, 
you’re not thinking about 
ever being in that position,” 
said Gingerich, who now 
lives in Westfield. “To get 
recognized like that is very 
humbling. I was very hon-

ored and humbled and ap-
preciative to be recognized, 
for sure.”

Gingerich was a star at 
Kokomo High School before 
heading to Purdue, where he 
established himself as a solid 

pitcher for the Boilermakers. 
He threw in 54 games with 
26 starts, totaling 204 in-
nings pitched. From 1984 to 
1987, Purdue compiled a re-
cord of 135 wins, 102 losses 
and three ties.

“It was a great hon-
or, great privilege,” said 
Gingerich. “I’ve always 
thought that it was a spe-
cial way to be able to go to 
college, to be a part of the 
baseball team and have the 

relationships with all the 
players and coaches that I 
had and still have 40 some 
years later.”

Gingerich graduated 
with a general management 
degree from the Krannert 

School of Management. He 
remembers that the curric-
ulum included “marketing, 
there was finance, business 
law, accounting, economics.” 

Photos courtesy Chariot Automotive Group
(ABOVE LEFT) Rex Gingerich threw in 54 games with 26 starts, totaling 204 innings pitched. (ABOVE RIGHT) Gingerich’s family 
was there to see him receive the Baseball Alumnus of the Year award. He is pictured with his daughter Tori (left) and wife Kara.

see Gingerich . . . Page 13

UNIVERSITY 64, PHELAN ACADEMY 55
University FG FT TP PF
Zien Bland 2-4 2-2 7 1
Max McComb 6-14 8-9 20 0
Blake Gray 4-13 4-6 15 0
Faisal Mohamud 4-8 2-2 10 1
Cooper Cammack 2-4 1-4 5 4
Noah Cortez 0-3 0-0 0 2
DJ Willis 0-0 0-0 0 2
Peter Morales 1-3 0-0 3 1
Josh Henderson 1-5 2-2 4 1
Totals 20-54 19-25 64 12

Score by Quarters
Phelan Academy 10 7 15 13 – 55
University 10 21 20 13 – 64
University 3-point shooting (5-23) Gray 3-9, Bland 1-3, Morales 1-3, 
McComb 0-4, Mohamud 0-2, Cortez 0-1, Henderson 0-1.
University rebounds (34) McComb 12, Henderson 6, Cammack 5, 
Bland 4, Gray 3, Willis 1, Morales 1, Mohamud 1, team 1.

Reporter photo by Richie Hall
University’s Faisal Mohamud scored 10 points and made six steals for the Trailblazers during their 
64-55 win over Phelan Academy on Thursday.

Blazers beat Phalen on senior Night
Boys Basketball

By RICHIE HALL
sports@readthereporter.com

CarMeL – The Uni-
versity boys basketball 
team finished its regular 
season Thursday with an 
exciting Senior 
Night win.

The Trailblaz-
ers beat Phelan 
Academy 64-55 
at the U Cen-
ter. The game 
was played at a 
fast, hectic pace 
during all four 
quarters and was 
even in the first 
half. Universi-
ty made a run in 
the third quar-
ter to get a lead 
and held off the 
Falcons in the 
fourth.

“We’re not 
in our regu-
lar routine, we 
have the Senior 
Night stuff,” said Univer-
sity coach Justin Blanding. 
“When we get out of our 
routine, we can get a little 
uncharacteristic. We settled 
back in pretty well.”

The Trailblazers’ first 
run came in the first quar-
ter, a 6-0 spurt that got Uni-
versity ahead 8-4. Faisal 
Mohamud made two free 
throws, then senior Max 
McComb scored two lay-
ins, the second off a Moha-
mud steal.

Phelan came back to 
tie the game at 10-10 by 
the end of the first quarter. 
The second period was an 
equally tight quarter, with 

the Falcons leading 26-
22 late. The ‘Blazers used 
another 6-0 run to lead 28-
26; Mohamud scored off 
another steal, then a Mc-
Comb basket and Cooper 
Cammack layin pushed 

University ahead.
Blake Gray 

finished the half 
with a 3-pointer, 
giving the Trail-
blazers a 31-27 
lead at the break. 
Phelan Academy 
tied the game at 
33-33 early in 
the third quarter, 
after which Uni-
versity used a 9-2 
run to take con-
trol of the game.

M c C o m b 
went 4-for-4 
from the free-
throw line during 
the spurt, and also 
made a steal that 
Cammack turned 
into a layin. Gray 

finished the run with his 
third 3 of the game. Senior 
Zien Bland also made a 3 
in the quarter.

“We’re such a good 
shooting team that when 
shots aren’t going in, we 
get deflated,” said Blan-
ding. “But once we start 
making them, then we turn 
into a different team. So, 
we were fortunate enough 
to get it going at the right 
time.”

Gray drained his third 
triple of the game later in 
the quarter. He was also part 
of an 8-0 run that bridged 
the third and fourth peri-
ods, scoring three points to 

finish the third and put Uni-
versity up 51-42.

McComb made a tradi-
tional three-point play with 
6:30 left in the fourth to get 
the ‘Blazers a double-digit 
lead, then made two more 
free throws to put Univer-
sity ahead 56-42. The Fal-
cons were within 57-48 
with less than three min-

utes left, but the Trailblaz-
ers had one more run left, a 
7-1 spurt that put the game 
out of reach.

McComb finished the 
game with a double-dou-
ble of 20 points and 12 
rebounds. Gray totaled 15 
points and blocked two 
shots, while Mohamud 
scored 10 points and made 

six steals. McComb had 
four steals. Josh Henderson 
collected six rebounds and 
Cammack had five.

University is 14-9 and 

travels to Park Tudor on 
Tuesday for Class 2A Sec-
tional 42 play. The Trail-
blazers take on Covenant 
Christian at 6 p.m.

Bland

McComb

http://www.danirobinsonhomes.com
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Working ahead
He also took an entre-

preneurial class, in addition 
to the core curriculum as 
well. Gingerich managed 
his education well with 
playing baseball. Some of 
the keys to that were hav-
ing a relationship with his 
professors and learning time 
management, which includ-
ed being prepared to work 
ahead.

“There was an added 
value to the education of life 
and getting things done,” 
said Gingerich. “I always 
looked at it as a real privi-
leged and a treat and was 
honored to have that expe-
rience.”

Technology and com-
puters were becoming more 
widespread in the 1980s, 
but college student-athletes 
were still decades away 
from being able to take on-
line classes, although Gin-
gerich thinks studying on-
line is harder to do.

“We had a block so we 
could get in classes,” said 
Gingerich. “Primarily, our 
classes were in the morn-
ing. Then we would have 
the afternoons free. If there 
was a home game during the 
week, we could go to class 
in the morning and not miss 
anything. If we were on the 
road, we would have to miss 
classes. They would allow 
you to turn your work in ear-
ly or turn it in late. That was 
a skill set that you learned, 
to be able to communicate, 
stay in front of things so you 
don’t get in a big hole.”

Gingerich already had 
automotive sales experience 
before getting to college. He 
began working for his fam-
ily’s dealership, McGonigal 
Buick Cadillac GMC, while 
still in high school. Rex’s 
father Ivan Gingerich, 95, 
is still one of the owners of 
McGonigal, having started 
working there in the late 
1940s.

“He’s been official-
ly employed there for 71 
years,” said Rex Gingerich.

In 1991, Rex Gingerich 
participated in the General 
Motors Dealership Man-
agement Development 
program, which provides 
training and education on 
how to run a car dealership. 
He continued his dealership 
education in 1994 by attend-
ing the National Automo-
bile Dealers Association’s 
“Dealer Candidate Acade-
my.” 

“That program really 
gave me the confidence to 
manage and operate and 
own a car dealership,” said 
Gingerich. “I bought my 
dad’s partner out in 1995. 
The degree from Purdue 
and my on-the-job training 

gave me the confidence to 
move forward.”

Gingerich bought three 
more dealerships over the 
next 25 years, purchasing 
the fourth one in 2020, the 
year that Chariot Automo-
tive Group was formalized. 
“That’s our umbrella com-
pany that provides support 
to the dealership,” he said.

Meanwhile, Gingerich 
still maintains ties to the 
Boilermakers. He said he 
still stays in touch with “five 
or 10” teammates and men-
tioned that there is an alum-
ni weekend every spring, 
“so you catch up with a lot 
more guys.” One of Gin-
gerich’s teammates, Doug 
Schreiber, was the Purdue 
coach from 1998 to 2016.

There was also a sec-
ond-generation Gingerich 
on the Boilermakers’ team. 
Wes Gingerich, Rex’s son, 
played for Purdue from 
2020 to 2024.

“That was extremely 
gratifying,” said Rex Gin-
gerich. Being able to do 
that in my career, to play 
there was such an awesome 
thing. Just to see your son 
be able to have that same 
kind of experience 40 years 
later, that’s another dream 
come true. To succeed and 
to thrive, continue to be the 
best version of himself, it’s 
pretty neat.”

“I grew up a big Purdue 
fan,” said Wes Gingerich. 
“It was my dream school 
to go and play there.” Wes 
said when he got offered, he 
was “super excited. I was 
just happy to make my dad 
proud and to follow in his 
footsteps.”

Wes Gingerich also 
played all four years at Pur-
due, graduating last May 
with a degree in selling and 
sales management. 

“He played outfield,” 
said Rex Gingerich. “He 
was primarily center field, 
but he would play any posi-
tion in outfield.”

Wes Gingerich had one 
more year of eligibility after 
graduating from Purdue, so 
he is currently playing as a 
graduate student at Bradley 
University in Peoria, Ill., 
and participating in a one-
year program called not-for-
profit leadership. 

Wes also returned to 
Purdue a few weeks ago to 
see his father speak and re-
ceive his award.

“I think it’s awesome,” 
said Wes Gingerich. “He 
loves Purdue and he loves 
baseball. It meant a lot to 
him to receive the award. It 
was good for him to think 
about his time playing and 
reflect on that. I enjoyed 
hearing him speak at the 
First Pitch dinner.”

Photo courtesy Chariot Automotive Group
Rex Gingerich received the Purdue Baseball 
Alumnus of the Year award at the Boilermakers’ 
First Pitch Dinner on Feb. 1. Gingerich was a star 
for Purdue, helping lead the program to a then 
program-record 37 wins in 1986 and the team’s 
first NCAA Regional bid in 1987. He is pictured at 
left with current Boilers coach Greg Goff.

GinGerich
from Page 12 adams commits to dePauw

Photo courtesy Carmel Athletics
Carmel senior Brandon Adams has committed to the DePauw University football team.

Photo courtesy Carmel Athletics
Carmel senior Patrick Clancy has committed to the Spalding University men’s lacrosse team.

Clancy commits to spalding
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Heights sixth-grade team wins Husky Invite
Girls Basketball

Submitted
The sixth-grade Lady 

Huskies basketball team 
fought its way to victory at 
the 2025 Husky Invitation-
al last Saturday. The team 
showcased its incredible 
talent and teamwork in two 
outstanding games. 

In the first matchup 
against Frankton, the girls 
worked together seamlessly 
to establish an early lead and 
held strong for a well-earned 
victory. The championship 
game against Western was 
a battle from start to finish. 
With only a one-point lead 
at halftime, the girls came 
back with focus and intensi-
ty, demonstrating their unity 
and resilience to secure the 

Championship title!
“From the very begin-

ning, we knew that reach-
ing our goal of winning the 
Championship would re-
quire hard work and com-
mitment,” Head Coach Lau-
rie Prater said. “The girls 
embraced the challenge, 
dedicating six days a week to 
practice, pushing themselves 
to improve every single day. 
Their determination paid off 
in the best way possible!”

Prater added, “We 
couldn’t have done it with-
out the energy and support 
of our amazing 6th-grade 
cheerleaders and the incred-
ible fans who cheered us on 
every step of the way. Their 
encouragement helped fuel 

our team’s determination 
until the final buzzer.” 

Prater said this season 
has been an absolute joy for 
the coaches.

“Taylor and I have had 
the privilege of coaching 
most of these girls since 
second grade, with the ex-
ception of last year when 
we moved up to coach sixth 
grade,” Prater said. “Hav-
ing them back on our team, 
along with getting to know 
the new players, has made 
for an incredible season 
filled with growth, dedica-
tion, and fun. I’m beyond 
proud of all 14 girls and 
can’t wait to see them finish 
the season strong in our fi-
nal two games.”

Photo provided
The Hamilton Heights Middle School sixth-grade girls basketball team are 
the 2025 Husky Invite champions. The team is pictured with their spirit-filled 
cheer squad.

SPoRtS SCHeDule
Friday, Feb. 28
BOYs BasKetBaLL

Sheridan at Waldron, 7:30 p.m.
BOYs swiMMiNG

IHSAA state prelims, 6 p.m. at IU Natatorium
GYMNastiCs seCtiONaLs

Fishers, Noblesville at Franklin Central, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 1
GYMNastiCs seCtiONaLs

Guerin Catholic, Westfield at Lafayette Jefferson, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, March 4

BOYs BasKetBaLL
Sectional 8 at Carmel

Carmel vs. Noblesville, 6 p.m.
Westfield vs. Fishers, 7:45 p.m.

Sectional 24 at New Castle
Jay County vs. Yorktown, 6 p.m.

Connersville vs. Hamilton Heights, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 25 at Frankfort

Frankfort vs. Danville, 7 p.m.
Sectional 39 at Frankton
Taylor vs. Tipton, 6 p.m.

Elwood vs. Frankton, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 42 at Park Tudor

University vs. Covenant Christian, 6 p.m.
Park Tudor vs. Cardinal Ritter, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 5

BOYs BasKetBaLL
Sectional 25 at Frankfort

Lebanon vs. Guerin Catholic, 6 p.m.
Brebeuf Jesuit vs. Crawfordsville, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, March 7
BOYs BasKetBaLL

Sectional 8 at Carmel
Hamilton Southeastern vs. Carmel-Noblesville winner, 6 p.m.

Zionsville vs. Westfield-Fishers winner, 7:45 p.m.
Sectional 24 at New Castle

Delta vs. Jay County-Yorktown winner, 6 p.m.
New Castle vs. Connersville-Hamilton Heights winner, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 25 at Frankfort
Tri-West vs. Frankfort-Danville winner, 6 p.m.

Lebanon-Guerin Catholic winner vs. 
Brebeuf Jesuit-Crawfordsville winner, 7:30 p.m.

Sectional 39 at Frankton
Sheridan vs. Taylor-Tipton winner, 6 p.m.

Lapel vs. Elwood-Frankton winner, 7:30 p.m.
Sectional 42 at Park Tudor

Monrovia vs. University-Covenant Christian winner, 6 p.m.
Riverside vs. Park Tudor-Cardinal Ritter winner, 7:30 p.m.

Please email schedule changes or corrections 
to sports@readthereporter.com.

Kojtein commits to Calvin

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Brighton Kojtein has committed to the Calvin University men’s lacrosse team. 
(Front row, from left) Michele Kojetin (mother), Brighton Kojetin, and David Kojetin (father). 
(Back row, from left) Mark Milam (Noblesville Boys Lacrosse Head Coach), Layla Kojetin (sister), 
Logan Kojetin (brother), and Richard Atkins (Noblesville Boys Lacrosse Assistant Coach).

Couch commits to rose Hulman

Photo courtesy Noblesville Athletics
Noblesville’s Brooklyn Couch has committed to the Rose Hulman Institute of Technology 
women’s cross country and track & field teams. (Front row, from left) Stephanie Couch (mother), 
Brooklyn Couch, and Jonathan Couch (father). (Back row, from left) Aaron Becker (Noblesville 
Girls Cross Country Head Coach), Kiley Couch (sister), and Jim Pearce (Noblesville Girls Track 
& Field Head Coach).
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